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Editorial
A Question of School Ethics

The educational world has, in recent years, been
undergoing many important changes, some of them
revplutionary. DBesides changes in (he methods
adopted in educating the child, new principles go-
verning the relations between the teacher and the
student and the relations among the students
themselves have replaced old ones. For instance,
teachers of one or two generations ago, at least in
this ecountry, did not scruple to have boys
as spies to assist them in the -discipline of the
school, and these telltales found considerable
favour in their eyes+ But the teacher of
the present day looks down upon such things as

“ewamt mean. We are all of the opinion, however,
that it is a proper thing for the teacher to demand
information against any culprit from his fellow stu-
dents, and that il is honourahle fora hoy to give such
information when asked by the teacher. Our readers
will be surprised that even Lhis right of the teach-
¢r is being questioned in the West. Inthe Ouf
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look, 2 New York weekly edited by Lyman Ab-
bott and Col. Theodore Roosevelt, there is an arti
cle entitled, ‘Who broke the window ¥, in which this
question is discussed. The writer takes the inst
ance of two boys fourleen years of age who attend
the same school. One throws a snow-ball and
breaks a window in the presence of the‘ other.
Now, what should the latter say when he is asked
by his teacher, ‘Who broke the window 2 Should
the teacher have asked the boy this question ? Should
he have the right to compel him to tell 2

In order to clear the way for answering these
questions, the writer first combats the prevailing
view about the distinction between the good and the
bad boy. We quote the following from the article
which may be quite startling to some of our readersi—

Most fathers if asked, “Do you wish your boy
to he a good bov?' would, we imagine, if they
spoke frankly, reply rather heistatingly, “Why, yes.
I supposs so. Ab the same time, if they were
asked, “Do you wish your boys to grow up to
be good men?” they wonld reply empha-
tieally, “Of course”l There is no suggestion of re-
prosch in saying of a man that Dheis a wood nan.
Somehow, on the other hand, theve is just a sugpest
ion of reproach in the ferm “a good boy.” Conver-
sely, no one wilh an unperverted comseience would
care to have the repuation of being a  bad man
while many a man, whom no one wonld think' of
calling bad, finds no cause for real shame and per-
haps some little seerob gratification in the fact that
in former days he was considerad somewhat of “a
Bad hey™ e e = e I T T e i

If it were not that we were told so, we might

suppose that the boy broke the window, =metba s

eanso e was bad, bub beeanse he was a boy; and
that the other did not break the windew, not be-
cause he was good, bub beeanse he was something
less than boy. Of course, sehool authorities. cannot
allow boys to break windows indiseriminately; but
we faney that fathers, remembering their own boy-
hood, would haye a furfive sympathy with the lad
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who tried his skill on that inviting pane and found
it equal to the challengs. We are not condoning
the practice of breaking windows by uging them as
targets, That practice is of course inconvenient and
should be suppressed. The boy who indulges in it
wantonly should be made to feel the displeasure
of his elders, and to take upon his shoulders as
large a share as possible of the ineonvenience.
- All that we wish to point out iz thut inconvenicnce
caused to adults should not be regarded as proof
positive of badness in the boy who camses it Tt
too often is so regarded. ‘That is because adulh
human ereatures, being fallible, are apt to regard
the ,comfors of the adult population asa eriterion
by which econduct is to ba mensored. Whatever
interferes with that comfort ig bad; lively boys are
apt to interfere with that comfort, they uneongeionsly
reason, therefore, lively boys are apt to be bad. The
balanco is huppily struck by the fact that the youth-
ful human ereatuve applies the same sort of stand-
ards, and declaves that any adult who, by insist-
ing on washed lLands and faces, or some degroe of
quiat in the house, or promptuess in going to school,
interfares with the comfort and pleasute of the youth-
ful population is *u bad old thing.” Of conrse, if
the standard s right in the one case it is right in
the other. Tnhappily, faeos must be washed and
windows must be protected aguinst snow-balls, So
that the standard is plainly not o sound one, Yet
if we were to examine the veputation for being good
won by a boy, we should find, we think as o rule,
thats it was based on the freedom of offence against
the adult standurd of eomfort and convenisnce, And
that is why most men with »ed hblood in their
veius are a little hesitant when they say that they
want their boys to be sood boys.” %

- Havipg thus come to the conclusion that the con-

ventional ideas of goodness and badness are not
correct, the writer proceeds to answer the main ques-
tions. He recognises that the contention that it is
right for aboy to testify against his mate is based
on the fact that he is in reality a citizen of his
school community and that it is his duty, at what-
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ever cost to his own feelings, and even to his
sense of fidelity to an associate, to assist the con-
stituted authority in the effort to discover ap
offender and bring him to book. Buf he thinks
thete is a radical difference betweep_ihe positirm
of a boy in the school and the citizen in the

state—

#“W\ hether the state is a 'rl.-pnh]ii’.,‘rl monarcehy,
or an oligarehy, the authority exercised over its
members 18 the anthority of fhe stale—it ix 4
proup autherity. In the case of 1.!313 school, tha
anthority exercised by the teacher is nét a gtonp
authority at all, If the teacher is wise and is given
sufficient freedom by superiors, that anthority will
be exercised with doe regard to the views pre-
vailing among the boyg, but it docs not  emanite
from them, and the boys know very avell that it
does mot. When called upon to give an  account
of himself to Lis teacher, the Loy is not in {he
position of o citizen summoned by the state. Mo
ingist that he shall act under those civenmstances
as a good eitizen s expeeted to act will not help
him to be a move wholesome member of the school:
if it has any ellecl, il will only implant in Lis
mind the view that the suthority of the state is
as extrapeons to him s the authority of the
school. To reqmive of him an obadience to the
anthority of the teacher that invelves a renouncing
of his allegianca to the group of which he is n
wember, to subordinate his relations with his seloal-
mates to commands of the teacher is not to pre-
pare him for goed eitivenship, but to weaken those
very ties which hold together the structure of sociaty
and render good citizenship possible.

This idea of group solidarity, the writes—tallc .
us,; is an ideal of the boy of fourteen. Every indi-
vidual repeats in his own life roughly the chisf
stages in the history of the race, and this hoy is
passing through what is called the Gang' Period
in racial evolution. His ideal is loyalty to the

gang and to induce a boy to tell on his fellows
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is to weaken this allegiance and to weaken this
allegiance is to attack his idealism.

As to the question whether he may be com-
pelled by the teacher to testify, the writer thinks
that while allowing the boyto retain his ideal,
disrespect should not be shown to it, and points
out that even in the case of the state where men
are compelled to testify, the following forms of
allegiance are considered to be superior to the
loyalty demanded by the state; the allegiance of
a lawyyer tq his client, of a physician to his pati-
ent, of a priest to the penitent and of a wife
to her hushand. The teacher should therefore
respect the ideals of the boysas they are acquir-
ing the ideals of the race and are the only ones
who ean pass them on to future generalions.

But the writer makes a very impertant reserva-
tion. He says that supposing that the offenceis
not window-breaking or the infraction of some
school rule but something affecting the moral
character of the boys themselves, then the situation
is changed and the integrity of the gang itself
is in peril. Therefore they have either (o make
it a common cause against the delinguent or in-
vole the aid of the teacher in the interests of
the fang itself.

Qur purpose insetting forth the above views of
the journal is not to cogmmend them ungualifiedly
but to stimulate the thoughts of our readers by

.this ngw point of view. Indeed, some of the
statements made above are debatable, For in-
stance, 1 it reasonable to argue that the discom-
fort to the adult is the only consideration that en-
ters into the pumishment of the window-breaker?
We think that thereis a distinctly moral element
in the act of window-breaking, wviz, making a
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of property not one’s own. If the cul-
mnﬁ l:liet curzd I::pf‘ this selfish wantonness _ he
may develop into a dangerous man. The article,
however, brings out one fruth that is often over-
Iooked by teachers in this country. 'I‘ep.chers are
too often apt to consider the boy who Is possess.
ed of an exuberance of animal spirits wick-
ed and the tame goody-goody sort wirty-
0uls. It more often happens that it is the rest
less, energetic, frolicsome lad that turns out to
be a man with a strong character. A teacher
therefore ought not to try to crush “such ahoy’s
spirits out of him, but must properly regulate and
guide them in the proper channels.

Coming to the answer given to the main ques
tion ot the right of the teacher to demand in-
formation, it is not easy to follow the writer in
his subtle reasoning as to the difference between
the position of the boy in the school and the
citizen in the state. A boy who undersiands that
the rules of the school are made not arbitrarily
but for the good and conveniences of the whole
school community, will not regard those rules as
extraneous to him: and there is no reason why
he should not feel exactly like a citizen called
upon to testify in a court. The greatest objection
to denying this right of questioning to the teach-
er is the practical difficulty of maintaining disci-
pline in the school. Let ¢he pupils once get into
their heads the idea that the teacher has no right
to question them, and there will constant]Formm—"t—
tug-of-war between the teacher and the pupils,
and a few mischievous boys banded together could
render discipline impossible

: Here too, we think, the contention of the writer
15 not without its value to local teachers, A teach-
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ercan go too far in blunting the sense of self
respect of his boys by constantly making them
testify against their comrades in trivial infringe-
ments of school rules. Heis a wise teacher who
uses such inquiry only rarely in grave situations.
Another important lesson that may be learnt is
that, with boys of more than fourteen or fifteen,
the ends of school discipline and the gang ldeal
may both be served at the same time by the in-
troduction of some sort of selfgovernment among
them by the teacher consulting their wishes and
taking them®into his confidence in framing rules,
and sometimes by giving them a voice in allotting
punishments ete. In this way the boys themselves
may be made to feel that the rules are not ex-
traneous to them but exist only for their bene-
fit, and that they occupy the same position in
their small school community which citizens occupy
in the state. This is not an impracticable ideal
as this is done at least in some schools and colleges
in the United States. Let teachers make such an
experiment. wisely and cautiously and watch the
resulfs.

o

Thofe engaged in educational work, are, in their
zeal and enthusiasm for their

For the Attention work, liable to become narrow in
of School Author- their outlook, and attach too
itfes much importance to the interests

- — of their respective schools, for-
getting the intercsts of education in general. One
great truth that they are liable to forget is that
the supreme goal of education is the development
of character. Character, it has been said, is caught
and not faught Besides parents, it isthe teach-
ers from whom children are expected to catch
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those elements of character that go fo make up
a welldeveloped man. Now; a teacher cannot be
too careful in setting a good example to his
pupils. Somehow or other; it isafact in human
nature that words of advice go for almost no-
thing when they are not enforced by example.
In the casé of boys is thisespecially true. They
watch their parents and teachers very careful-
ly and wherever there iz a clash between precept
and example, they take the latter and dismiss from
their minds the former. These statements may
sound o be commonplace truisms bul we «have
occasion to think that they are somelimes ut-
terly forgotten by educationists in Jaffna. In the
following observations, we have no school or in-
dividual in mind bhut speak from our general im-
pressions for sometime past.

It is painful to think that students in our schools
have the impression that their teachers quarrel
with one another in regard to school affairs. The
last thing in the world aboul which there is
likely to be bad feeling between schools is sporf.
When boys play a mateh, they play for the mere
fun of the thing, and it is absurd to suppose that
the honour of the schools concerned is at stake.
And yet, how often do we find guarrels arising
i which teachers are said to be mixed up. If
games are to contribute anything to the develop-
ment of character, they must result in imparting
such traits as sell-control, manliness, chivalry and
ability to take a defeat in good spil‘iL.-—U—ﬂﬂ\
teacher is guilty of unduly exaggerating the im-
portance of games and of setting a bad example
by unsportsmanlike words or acts he is defeat-
ing the objects for which matches are arranged
between schools. Another demotalising effect on
young minds is the encouragement given by school
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authorities in the migration of boys from school
to school. When a boy fails to pass a test ex-
amination, or is not given promotion, or 15 un-
willing to submit o the authority of his
teachers, it sometimes happens that he goes
over (o another school where he 15 welcomed
with open arms. Apart’ from the inconvenience
caused in the matter of maintaining discipline,
and the loss to the boy's in intellectual education,
what is the moral effect of this on him? How
can his new teachers hope to impress anything good
after*having®exhibited this want of principle ? There
again is the desire in  some teachers to take
away—we forbear using a stronger term—promis-
ing pupils of a sister school in order to appro-
priate to themselves the hoopur that ought by
right to belong to others. Take one more exam-
ple, The beys watch the questionable methods
adopted by some leachers in  securing examin-
ation results. They know the feverish anxiety
with which examination results are awaited by
teachers and the way in which they crow over
their percentage of passes which may happen
fo be  hetter than that of some rival in-
stitution. What, for example;, will be a boy'ses-
timat;-: of a teacher who crams his bovs with
answers to guestions given by the Inspector in
other schopls in the hope that they will be re-
peated  in his school. What, again, is the effect
on a4 boy when his tescher canses it to be pub-
lished that his school gained a hundred percent
A mven examination on the sirength of the
fact that he sent in one and passed him ?

We have no desive to hold up to ridicule any
school .or teacher by the foregoing observa-
tions. QOur only purpose in these remarks
is simply to call the atlention of teachers

Digitized by No m F
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in Jaffna to what the studentsare thinking of us
and what the inevitable result of such an impression
will be. We must aleo say that the ab{i\:e. remarks
do not at apply to all 1_nsf_:1tutums_. The Nortl:l
Ceylon Educational Association, which had a Vit
gorous life when there were 1mp01'tant_questr‘an_s,
to tackle, seems to he in a :1ead-zu1d-al_we condi-
tion, perhaps, for want of proper questions to be
brought up. We ecarnestly c_-.qmmend this state of
things to it, especially as it 13 1‘ep1‘eselnr.atwe of
the various educational interests of Jafina.
‘:& - -
The premature death of auite a number of emi-
nent Indian leaders before they attain the age
of 45 or 50, is indeed a matter
The Health of for greal anxiety. Prof P. C. Ray.
Indian Leaders D. Sc., himeelf an Indian Scien-
tist of BEuropean repuiation, in an
article in a Bengali magazine mentions, among
other causes that contribute to thiz misfortune, ex-
cessive mental labour and want of proper phy-
sical exercise; Ile points eut that 50 per cent of
students in Calcutta suffer fromy dyspepsia  and
25 percent from malaria. It is a notorious fact
that the examination system demands from these
underfed students in unhealthy surroundings (oo
much mental strain. Consequently a number of
them graduate with ftheir health permanently
rained. The more intellectual of them continue
their mental work i affer lif: without taking
proper care of their bodies anid especially without
physical exercise. No wonder then that i
them are cut off in the midst of their labours with-
out realising the great things expected of them.
If we are not mistaken, dizbetes is the fell dis
ease to which many of these succnmb. The death
of the Hon. Krishnaswamy Iver, member of the
Madras Executive Council, i the midst of his use-
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fulness is a recent notable example of this. The
following comparison is made between the ages
of Indian and European eminent men in regard
to the length of their lives. Krisnaswamy Iyer
died at the age of 47- Swami Vivekananda at
38, Keshub Chunder Sen at 45; Justice Telang at
49, Dina Bandhu Mitra, the novelist, at 42; Justice
Dwarka Nath Mitra at 89 and Krista Das Pal at
46. “But look at another picture. Darwin wrote
his ‘Origin of Species’ at the agze of 52; Goethe
produced his masterpiece, ‘Faust’ when 60; Lord
Kelvin worked for science up to 78 while Sir
William Crockes is still working at the age of 80"

The foregoing facts ought to credte some heart
searching in the educated community in Jaffna,
As far as the student community is concerned,
perhaps they in  better circumstances than
their Indian brethren in cities. But is there not the
sdme cause for anxiety about our men in high
walks of life? Easy living, want of physical ex-
ercise and unsuitable diet, we are atraid, are be-
ginning to reduce the average age of our leading
meil.

ook

Asironomical Phenomena, 1913

By cdllen odbraham B. 4., F. R. 4.5.
1. ComeTs

The following six comets are expected to return
his vear. The first four are of the Jupiter family.
_¥hey are supposed to have been attracted into the
“Sblar system by the giant Planet Jupiter and their
orbits do mnot extend much further than its orbit.
The fifth is of the Satum family and the sixth
is, like Halley's Comet, a long periad one having a
period of about 60 years.
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{. Holmes comel, This was first discoverad by
Mr. E. Holmes of Ishington, on Ncavem_ber 6, 1802
1t was dgain observed at its return in 1899 and
1905. Tlts perivd being 6.86 years, 1t 15 expected
to pass perihelion (point of nearest approach to
the sun) early this year.

(?) Finlay's comet. This was discovered at the
Cape of Good Hope in 1886, Tt was observed to
pass perihelion on June 16,1893, and on Septem-
ber O, 1906, Its period being &5 weats, & return
i5. expected  this year.

(3) Kopff's comet. This was discovered by Dr,
Koplf of Heidelberg in the year 1906 and passed
perihelion on August Z2 of that yedr. Its  period
has been computed to be 667 years, therefore it
may be expected fo retwrn this year.

{4} Vico-Swift comet. This was discovered by
Mr. E. Swift in the year 1894 and was considered
to be the same as the Jast comet of De Vieo,
Hence the double name Vico-Swift. It has not been
ohserved shice its discovery and its orbit seems
to have suffered some perturbation. As its period
has been computed to be 64 years, a return may
be expected this year.

(5) “Tuttle’s comet. This has already made its
appearance rather unexpectedly early, like Halley's
comet. It was observed by Dr. Ristenpart at San-
tiago, Chili, early in December last. It hasa period
of 138 years and is classified as belonging to the
Saturn family.

(6) Westphal's comet., This was discoverad Dy 5
Mr. Westphal on June 27,1852, As its period has ™
been calculated to be about 60 years, this might
happen to be the year of its first return. As was
done in the case of Halley’s comet, the &earch 18

being carried on about the constellations Aquarius
and Pisces,

Digitized by Noolaham Foundatior
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There are two other comets discovered in 1912
in the field visible only through very powerful
telescopes, (1) Gales' Comet. This was discovered
by Mr. N. F. Gales in New South Wales on Sep-
tember 8, 1912, at which time itwas far Seuth in
the constellation Centaur. Now it i8 near the North
Pole; morth of the constellation Perseus.
(2) Borelleys' Comet. This was discovered by Mr.
M. Borelley on November 2. It is now in the cons-
tellation Pegasus.
2. Eclipses

- -

There will be three Solar and two Lunar eclip-
ges in the year 1913:

(1) March 22. A total Lunar Eclipse partly vis-
ible in Ceylan, As the total phase ends at 615
p. m. and the moon rises at 620 pm., the total
phase of the eclipse will not be visible in the Straits
Seitlements. In Ceylon the moon rises partly
eclipsed at 6.29 p. m. and the last contact with the
shadow occurs at 7.13 pom

(2) April 6. A partial Eclipse of the sun wisible
in the Arctic regions of Asia and North America.

(3) August 31. A partial Eclipse of the Sun vis-
ible in Greenland and other [slands north of North
Ametica. {4) September 15. A Total Lunar Eclipse
partly visible in Ceylon. The Moon rises totally
eclipsed at 6.5 p. m. The total phase ends at 7.6 p.m.
The lagt contact with $he shadow occurs at 8.14
p. T
= -5, September 20. A partial Eclipse of the sun
visible in Scuth Atrica and the Antarctic regions.

whsk st
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The Sinhalese Occupation of Jaffna

By S, W. Coomarasamy.

The ancient history of Jaffna is shrouded in
obscurity, We know practically nothing either of
its original inhabitants or of those who occupied
it before the Tamils: Our historians do not fur-
nigh us with any reliable and clear information
about the state of the country before the arriv-
al there of the blind minstrel Yal-panan. Hence
is the prevalent impression that what was be-
stowed on blind Vanan by the king of Canka whom
he approached for gifts, was but a sandy waste,
This is countenanced by the old Tamil names of
Jaffna viz,, manal-tidal (the sand-hill) or manatii
(the sands) and Erwmeimualla-tive (the island
overgrown with the shrub called erumaimullai),
as well as by the Sinhalese Weligama and Welr-
gampatin (the sandy village).

Fortunately, however, there is an authentic his-
tory of Jaffna, preserved in places—names all over
the peninsula,—which helps us to dispel the mist
of false impressions. Such names as—

Mirisuvil (Sin. Miriswila — the chilly or
pepper field) Y

Pannalai (Sin. Pan-ely—the canal or 1i-
vulet abounding in rushes)

Elalai (5in. Ehele-ela—the canal abound-
ing in Garewi &l tree)

Talalai (Sin. Tal-ela—egtal—the palmy=
T4 palm) ~

MNarantanai (Sin. Naran-deniya—the orange
land) 3

Mallagam (Sin. Malla-gama—the wrestler's

village)
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Chunnagam (Sin. Sunna-gama or Hunnaga
ma—the lime-burner's village,

Polwattai (Sin. Polwatte—the coconut gar-
den)

Kelwattai (Sin. Kehelwatte — the banana
garden)

Malwattai (5in Mal- watte—the flower gar-
den)

Pokknai (Sin. Pokuna—the bond or pool)

dre an unmistakable proof that Jalfna was once
inhakited by the Sinhalese, and that the land
Was not a mere waste when the Tamils came in
possession of it,

The island of Ceylon, or Sinhala as it was
known to the ancient Indians, was inhabited SEV-
eral centurics before (he Christian era. Even at
such a remote age as that of the Maha Bhara-
ta War, the island of Sinhala was a Kingdom,
The Sanskrit Maha Bharata maker mentions
Sinhala’ and ‘Kings of Sinhalas’ in Saba Parva,
of ‘Chiefs of the Sinhalas’ in Dyata Parva and
of the aboriginal trihes of Lanka in Vana Parva,

It is therefore not surprising, bul highly pro-
bable, that, at such a late period as that of Yal
panan, the northern part of Cevlon was occup-
ied bY the Sinhalese people, end converted into
hamiets, gamas, fields, gardens and walawas
(houses and compounds of chigfs)

Moreover, if, as Prof. *Keane says in his ‘Living
Races of Mankind,” Adam’s Bridze was the means
of communication in ancient times between India
and Ceylon, Jaffna would undoubtedly have heen
colonised at an early stage of the immigration of
primitive races.

The following extract from the Vaipava-malai,

as translated by the late Mr, Brito, fully bears
out the above wview:—
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“These nmew colonists and the Stnkalese natives
he (the ministrel) braatad. Al o e v i i

%ﬁé.{:‘rinhalese and Tamils were _jeakoues of each
other and fought for supremacy”

But the author of the “Tamil Plutarch,” would
have us believe that the peninsula was then wn-
inhabited and coveved wilth jungle’ and that Yal-
pana Nayanar “had it cleayed.”

In his Census Report 1911, Mr. E. B. Denham
adduces several reasons to prove that, Jaifna, was
inhabited before Yal-panan arrived. These, and his
remarks are well worth quoting at length:i—

“lg) According to the “Yal-pana Vaipava Malai”
or History of Jaffoa from which Cassie Chetity
appears to haye derived his account, there were
at least two famous temples, one at  Maviddapu-
vam, dedicated to Kandaswamy and the other call-
ed the Tiru-Tambaleswara Keoil at Keerimalai he-
fore Jaffna was gifted io Lhe minstrel.

{8) The traces of a previous Sinhalese occu
pation of Jaffna are shewn mi—

(1) Names of places ¢ g Kodikamam {Godiga-
mua} Kokkuvil (Kokkawila). Pannakam (Panna-
gama) Valikamam (Weligam?). Why should not
Jaffna have been called Weligama the sand% vill-
age? It is practically included now in the four
divisions of Valikamam.

(2) Names of personz ending in appu e g
Kandappu, Sinnappu. The Tamil form is aefpa.
The termination eppu is not inflected like other
Tamil words ending in short # Foreign words
in # do not drop the n in inflection,

(3) About the year 1002 Buddhist images were
unearthed at Kottivawatte (a Sinhalese natne) near
Chunnagam (Hunnagama?) Images of Buddha have
also been discovered.. in.the -Mannar District.
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(4) It is said that the Jaffnese formerly arew
their hair like the Sinhalese and traces of this
custom are still found in interior villages.

(5) The existence of Naga shrines in the Jaffna
peninsula  pointing to the early prevalence of
snake-worship, e. g. the shrine 6f Nagammal at
Naymaitive, where there is a large stone visible
above thel surface of the sea, round which there
is an image of a colled serpent. It is further
noteworthy that the festival at this shrine is
held on the Buddhist Esala Poya day.”

With due deference to the learned Superintendent
of Census who has displayed in his Report a wealth
of antiquarian vesearch, it may here be pointed
out that eppn in Kandappu and Sinnappu is iden-
tical with the form «ppre which the Tamils of
Jaffna ordinarily employ to denote the father.
The final # in this word as well as in the pro-
per names Mayily, Tambu, Ponnu, Muttu, Ramu,
Velu ete, discloses the growing tendency of the
mass of Jaffnese to avoid the regular masculine
and feminine terminations where politeness of ex
préession is aimed at. To the same cause dosuch
unclassical and  ungrammatical forms as ava, ta,
uva, vanla, pona, appa, aia, damme, and akka owe
their existence,

It may further be observed that madified forms
like appu (father), Murugu, Murugesu, Kiddu,
Mutty, Tampu &c do not drop their final short
# in inflexion. .

A reference fo the Tamil records of the Dutch
period would shew that the forms Sinnappu'
Kandappu were then unknown. The resular
afpan was not then maimed and twisted.

In addition (o the points enumerated above in
support +of the Sinhalese occupalion of Jaffna may
be mentioned the following:—

b]
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(a) The system of branding calLle_ Wiﬂ_l marks
known as patti-kburi (foldmarks), desicnating the
castes of the owners, appears o be Emknown _in
Southern Tndia, It is evidenily a Smha_}es_e in-
vention which the Jaffna Tamils have initated.

() There are several gardens in Jaffna bear-
ing the name of Puttar kovil (Buddhist temple)

{c) There oceur in the speech of the Jalfnese
a few words which are traceable to a Sinhalese
source, hamely, Aokkai (Sinhalese kekka), ikkivi (a
kind of thomny shrub) kamen (@ ficld or farm),
valavs (a dwelling house and compound) &

(d) In the Sinhalese Namipola which is a list
of important places in the island (probably
from a2 Buddhist point of view) compiled dur-
ing the reign of one of the early Sinhalese kings,
the following passage occursi—

Demalapattana Mche (The Tamil town here)
MNagakovila (Nagarkoyil)
Kadusugodayihataya (Kantarodai? Vihare)
Mallagama (Mallalam)
Miniwangamuwihataya (Veemanhama? vihare)
Tannidiwayina (Delft?)
Apnidiwayina (Analaitivn) agni—anal
Nagadiwayina (MNainativa) Sinhalese
nayi-cobras |

Puwangudiwayina (Funkuditivu)
Karadiwayina (Karaitiva)

A

The Pitman Centenary
1813-1913

By "8 Jgnatiys, F. T, P. 8,
_The year 1913 marks the centenary of the
birth of the late Sir Isaac Pitman the father

R, L e =
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of Phonography and a pioneer of the simplified
spelling reform.

Sir Isaac was born on the 4th January, 1813, in
Trowbridge. His father was Samuel Pitman who
was by trade a hand-loom weaver and for about 20
yvears: was overseer of a cloth factory. He
was an excellent business man and had the satis-
faction of managing a very prosperous undertak-
ing. He had very little regular school instruction
but by self education he attained to considerable
ability in gome branches of knowledge. He ob-
tained a ﬁlorough knowledge of Astronomy and
acquired the skill necessary to caleulate eclipses
and other celestial phenomena. As each of his
children was born, he cast the infant’s horoscope
which was duly inseribed in the family Bible. In
the case of his son Isaae, the Horoscope did not
indicate in any way his future greatness as a
shorthand mventor and possibly this was one of
the reasons which led him in later years to
abandon his faith in the celestial science,

Isaac was born delicate and we might say that
his was a sickly childhood He was so delicate
that his scholastic life was a burden to him. He was
affegted with fainting fits and had to be carried
out of the school room very often. Consequently
his school days came to an end very early. The
early termination of his school days was much re-
gretted by Isaac. He wwas at once initiated as a
clerk in the place where his father worked., [t
occasionally happened that there was no work to
be done in the early morning at the factory office
and lsaac used such epportunities for study in the
open air. “One of the books” Mr. Reed savs,
:‘which he made his companion in morning walks
into t!le country was ‘Lennie’s Grammar’ and he
committed (o memory the conjugation_ of verbs.

laham Foundation
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lists of irregular verbs, adverbs, prepositions, con-
jugations and the 36 rules of syntax, and thus
Jaid the foundation of that distinet, concise and
transparent style which was his. He thereby also
gained a full appreciation of the art of word-build-
ing which was to play no unimportant part later,

“Teaae was in the habit,"! Mr. Reed tells us, “from
the age of 12, of copying Choice |)1ece5_. of poet-
ry and portions of Scripture into a little book
which he kept in his pocket for the purpose
of committing them (o memory.”, In _this
Jittle. pocket album wet preserved, extracts
are found from Pope, Milton, Cowper, James Mont-
gomery, Psalms, Isaiah etc. Another book con-
tains a neatly-written copy of Valpy's Greek gram.
mar as far as the syntax which he committed to
memery. At this time he also cornmitted to me-
mory in his morning walks the first 14 chapters
of Proverbs. He did these studics when he was
barely 16 years and having acquired a vast know-
ledge of good beoks he was not quite sure of
the correct proncunciation of all the words he
learnt. With characteristic energy and thorough-
ness, He set to himself a task which to most
persons would be little less than repulsive and which
probably few have undertaken. He carefullmresd
through Walker’s dictionary with the double object of
extending his knowledge of words and correcting
his ervors in orthography. Soonafter the study of
Walker, he' bagan to study shorthand. Ile borrow-
ed a book, copied the alphabel of arbitrary signs,
and gradually appreciated the advantages derived
by the use of shorthand. He wrote and used the
shorthand which he then leamnt, but the work of
inventing a new system of his own with no arbit-
rary signs had vet to come.

At the ape of nineteen lsaac took to teaching and
became a school masteryeois rarsehool master he
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had under his control many voung students who
were a great help to him when he began to publish
his systern of shorthand writing. Just at this time
he gol the friendship of an influential man in the
person of Mr. Bagster, who was largely instrumental
in publishing Pitman's Shorthand.

“Stenographic Sound Hand” as the system was
then called was published in 1837, but two vears
later the present name “Phénography” was given
and it was popularised by lectures and classes
all gver thg country. But the work of propagat-
ing his system of writing was a slow and an_ arduous
task. Pitman had his brothers to help him.

Phonography next reached its jubilee, and Pit-
man received a Gold Medal from America. The
phonographers in England presented him with a
marble bust of himself, and- Her late] Majesty
Queen Victoria was pleased to confer on him the
henour of knighthood for his great services to
stenography,

Sir Isaac worked for sixty-two vears at Phono-
graphy, and soon after the conferring of the
Knighthood he retired, leaving the work to his
sons, who had long been al work with him.

That activity, so long sustained, was, as already
stated, not for long. He was, however, cheerful to
the end. Decreasing strength and congestion  of
the lungs worked insidicusly, and he breathed his
last on January 22nd, 1897. The day before he
died he sent the following message to the Rev,
Gordon Drummond, the Minister of the new Church
at Bath.
~ “To fthose whoask how Isaac Pitman passed
away, say, Peacefully, and with no more concern
than in passing from one room into another to
take up some further employment

His remains, in accordance with his wishes,
were cremated atWolking... TheiPress gave long
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accounts of his work, and expressions of sympathy
were tendered to Lady Pitman from all parts ot
the wotld.  The Literary World: had the follow
ing “Tn Menioriam® which deserves perusal:

Say, Mercury Is deag! He whom the gods

Depited to the task of teaching men ;

The way to quicken thought, to give it wings,

And bind the hroken fragmentsof discourse.

Nol in this age shall honourdue be paii

To him who more than most holped in advance

The human race along the paths nf_ PEACE.

Succeeding gonerations will proclaim

With clearer voice the vielory he won—= .

Will rank him higher than Lhe mien who slew

Their fellow-men in thousands on the field,

Or prabhbed at honours in a Party's canse

Wilh =elf the sole objective unconfessed.

In the illustrious roll of inventors who have in
our own age conferred great and varied benefils
on their country, the name of Sir Isaac Pilman
occupies 4 unigue position, as the originator of
the method of brief writing as widely used as
the language in whichit is written. His beld ex-
periment of giving to the world a system of
shorthand having an absolutely phonetic basis was
an immediate success, and for seventy years it
has proved of inestimable {service to every pur-
pose for which a wtitten record is desired, and
has become the standard method of English short-
hand. He did not live to see success altend his
proposals for a drastic reform of English spelling
ona strictly phonetic bagis. But itis only fair to
his memory to point out that, to his work as 2
pioneer, is to alarge extent due the revived inter-
est in simplified spelling manifested in our times:

@
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A Message from China

The Mltowing deseription, talen from & recent letter
writton by a Yale man who bad  besnat the time of
writing about 4 year agd & balt fn China, i8 o interest-
ing in its likenesses wnd even more in dis confrasts 1o
Cevlon and India that we ventlts to print it for the
bencfit of our readors,

“Nour descriplion of yonr woik luJFaffnn made one
long foralew weeks with you to see more ol ip, 111 Ly
te- mateh it with o few descriptionsof our work In Changsha.
Az you know, eour Yale work * iIn still very much in
the stage ol beginnin The sehool waa opeued gix years
ago this modth, Thelisve. Pletire forits environment o
proud old Chinese city ol aboul twoe hundred thonsand
people, at feast two thonsand years old, asd probably old-
er, With its grey solid city wall, ita narrow  crowded
dirty streets, ite quaint temples and ever novel sights, it
is at ovee fascinaling and repulsive, althongh tome far
more of the former than the latter. Twelve or [lfesn
Years ago It was the last unstormed citadel 8 Chingse
conservatism, and there was peactically no  Protestant
mission wark allowed either in fbor its provinee.

Today thecity isan open port, with aine or ton differs
enl mlsslonary  oiganizations ot work, half a headred
TUreigneTs in Com ¢ Or edstoms emplay, with modern
schools; free sl delivery, cleporie Hehte, awd o eranite
faced buud along its teeming water font, We awn pro-
porty in the wheré our goheol has temporary  quar-
tors. Ashort ball wile tothe north of the North Gate
wo lage twonty acres en which we ane hoping to apend
about § 100 00 for permansot buildings and e uipment
in the mext Lwe years or so; f

Eduocation, boeth native and missionary, has  boen
&0 backward in Hunan, thaf we have found it HECUssary
0 prepars gur own students for the College, ifwe were
0 haveone. Tt is, i fact, a goneral condition through-
out Ching that the temptalions fora moderately educated
boy fo enter commercin pursuits are so great that 16 is
extremely dificult to hold hiln beyond the hiizh school,
There are probably uowtwo thousand bona fide students
a3 we woold classify  them in the entite  Republis,
[“Note:- The writer belongs to thy Yule Mission of
Changsha, Provinee of Hupan, a mission supported en-
tirely by students and alumnl of Yale University.)
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and possibly cob half that, W are '-_lt'iﬂ?-’. a biﬁh.EUhool
work thns far, and arad fog] o fivst :-I;stl-.s from that
this pash March., We espset tooopen tha bc.!ller._;\.\ abouy
Jamuary; 1alL,  Our stident By has graduslly inereasod
[rom twenty O s Lo 0o Ay-a }_II'ITH]l:t‘d. \‘Ii-'e-: il ) have
ANy more wers there -‘_-.un.l.urur]:if.u_ul‘.f, for Uui'_‘.l.l 1nony
préaeut quarters: dut they are crowdad in now s way
which woulil malke ah Argerieph hpalth  efficer Als of
and wo dars oot take in mors. We areexeln-
gively o boarding sehocl, qnil are very strick abont boys
getline out ol boubds:, o yon  whe know the maral
catditions ofan Orental eity 1 need oot go into expla-
mations, W foreiglers wlo practically all our instruct-
ing in English, aswe gel A hettor elaes. of E.tndt:lm.q Liy
s dolpg than if we faught jo the naentar.  AlP our
permanent e, however, leatn Chinsss, 43 wo et
stand veady o elinme our fmebing medidm witl eleg-
ing conditions, and gs ot presehing and dur chapel and
much 6f anr business intoreourse  are in Chlness. Cug
teaching of Chipese literature, compagition, history, and
weography 15 doas eatively by Chloese, and mostly by
cofiolars o# the old =ehool. Their wethods are frightfully
antiguated toour young Western eyes, and one of ourc
hopes s sowe time to have Chinese Leatned in  America
to taken these subjoets up Irom s medern standpeint,. Wo
moet rather Lhe hetter cluss of Chikese in our work
and find them most pleasant.

Oue ewrrienlnm in the high sehoo] covers roughly
fhe ground inclwded in America by the high sehool and
first yeur of Oollsge. Wi give English in place of T 1
anidl Eurppean languages, and Chinese ln plage of the Eng-
lish tauglt in home school -

Our bovd give nus comparativoly liftle tronble as Lo
digeiplioe in the ordinary rontine, Oecastonally, however,
they ave ternpted to stwilke az a body, and we have had
sotie interesting times showimg them that the teachers,
not the students, run Lhe seliool,

‘wpaplesy,

In addition to our school work we have hospils
al worle, practically theonly wedical work oo niodern
Hoes earried onin the elty. We hope to malke this Lo
pital the basisof a medical school, but oupr flest duty
g to the College of Arts snd Selences, and  the medieal
suliool ay merge with scme  other similar wiseionary
Mpatitutlon, Life ip Chiva is, of course, lutensely luterest-
ing, especlally at this time. In Changsha there dg al
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ways the posaibility of a sudden riot, anti-foreign or
otherwise, Only the spring before T arrived, several of the
foreizners’ houses wers wrecked by a mob and seldom a
month passes without rumours which would be alarming
to the unealloused. Tho country §8 prozressing so rapidly
that there s bound to be unrest, One of the bLest ways
to regognize the changes is to go out into the roral dis-
tricts and eontrast their compuratively unehanged civili-
sation with that of the eitics, or tugo from Changsha to
Shangshal and notice the lnereasing signs of  western
ideas and commerce as one nears the coast.

Faithfully yours,

ES8L.

* Oratorical Culture

By Hudson ThambiRajah

Bvery humau being, whether edudated or uneducated,
possesses fthe sensibility to be charmed by the sweet
harmiony  of elogquent speseh and every speaker claims
n legitimate pride I possessing  this  oreatest  tri-
nmph of  which lhe human mind i3 eapable—to
see how a large assembly is antmated by his feelings, how
aversion is travsformed iote wapturous enthusiasm and
inditference into keen interest by the pulsating eleetric
current of his speech. D’Alembert; a philosopler of repute
In Franee, sald of eloguenes that “the prodigies which
it offen works in the hands of a single man, upon  an
entire natlon, aro perhaps the most shining testimony of
tho superiority of ong man aver anothor™. Emerson
Aives exprossion to almost the Same view in his words
that eloquenee is “the approprinte organ of the highest
personalenergy®, Blogusnce, which owns to itself a pow-
arful faseination, and which was the master spiritofan-
cient Groeceand Rome, has ditected the destinles of some
nations toacquire immeasurable superiority over obhers,

« Ihe appearance ol a speaker in a public platform, who
transmits tha eontagion of his enthusizm to his audienee
iz the signal of a  universal outburst of enthusiasm from
them. Have not the exhilavating sounds in the House of
Gommens by the majestle and elogquent Chatham, who
daily improved his gestieulation hefore mirrors, hms not
the profound rensoning of Burke, whosa penetrating voice

4
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appealed even to the rovghest of human fo.rrns., urged every
man to assert his rights 2 Who ean remain unmoved when
ho contemplates in Iaginition the mnmm‘:thlie SCENOS e-
picted by Burke in the teisl of Warren Hastings in West.
mingter Hall and the eopseguent eonvulzive  shudder that
permeated the large assembly making the tender heart.
el ladies to swoon?

The atmosphers of apeient Biates was very conducive
to the development of eloguence which was Inrther helped
by their national system of education. In those days; the
medinm of communpication from. the classsa to the mas-
ses heing opalions, fhe untmost cure was taken by the
young Lo apquire purity of langusge and to ondesvour
to [ace the former at a time when aspacck was @ poli-
‘tioo-national eventin times of publicexeilement. ¥venin tha
time of Fox, Sheridan, Durke, the gilt of seloguence wasg
the anly passport to State offiecs, Tgnorsnee of the prin-
eiples of politfea! acomomy er the inability to tackle hard
malhamatical problems wers exeusable i only the man
possasaed the enpahility to sway the House of Cowimons,
Ours isan age of popular agitation when lhe people by
their own systematic attempt work out great changes,
the eonwineing and moving engines in the revolutious
being the pross and the magic poteney of public specches.
The vewspapers fying on the wings of steam appesl
to 8 compuratively larger number than the speaker could,
yet to whatever domain the influence of the press he
strotehed, it tewmsing an undeulable favt that so long as
man i5 & soelul belng, the Iourth state of o nation can't
do the entire work of a speaker whose felicitations and
impressive expressions stick lilke amrows in the memory
of the people. There is & maxim, “The poet is boty, the
orator is made”, but it is egually true that both are
horn and both are made, Asit {8 an essential  reguisite
for a poet to have the highest self-pulture to produce
excallent verse, so is incessant®tudy and practice essential
to the speaker. The Llen that a spesker should have
catural genius  and thut artificial means to improve are
tutile is true only to a wery small degres. Hundreds of
us can rise higher Ly studionz application when aeguired
ability i adddd to natural gitis,  Sir Thomas Browne
aiaya, “Whera logle fails, artifieial toc often fai "hut when
industry builds upon nature we may expect pyramids Un-
doubtedly the silvery volee of Gladstone which evenaftor
hours of exertion ends the closing gentences with bell-

N\
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likke cadonce is the result of years of syetamatic drill,
combined it may be with natoral filt. Tnatinetive, grace-
Il and natural sesturs and expression of  eountenance
dare tha assets of continued application and hard lahour ot
to speal of the fecling from the heart which should
characterise every guod spoech-us well as overy literary
production and enchanting muszical enmposition, Sher-
idan onee remarked. “Tgo to hear Roland Ll hocause
his idens eame red-hot from the heart. The primary
calise for the failure of many of our pulplt preachers is
that they are nol themsolves saturated with that mag-
netie foree without which the mere expression, however
passionately made, doss not produce the magic resolts of
realy.  We remember how & peasant onee went fo
Demosthenes. requesting him to advocate his caysa against
another who had assanlted him, The orator sald, “Not you
indeed, you haye not guffered such o thing. ™ “What! huve
Tnot recelved these blows?? the man sald in an empha-
e manner. “Ay now," sald Demosthenss “you spoalkilike
& person injured.” 1f every one whe desives to besome
& pubilic speaker, bo {rained by those responsible for our
educational monlding, in the scieniilie manggelent: of
the volee as an easential part of our edicational course,
we #hnll not surely have discourses which orate on our
ears ‘harsh murder' like Milton's infernal Znied.

The habit of making students to acgunint themselves
thoroughly with select p 06 lrom eminent  writers
and posts should be eareled fnr by teachers. History furnish-
es abumlant instances to  show how eloguent spedliers
acquired thoir eomnind of language by this (neans. Tord
Chestgrficld, one of the wmost elegant =peakers of Enrape,
Chatham, Pilt and several others of olden duys—not to
sperk of men of the present day—acquired o habitopl
polished style in this way. Wm. Ditt alter reading Greok,
Latin and Enailsh poots rgtained in his memory passages
which he wove in the most pleasant manper into his
famois speches. Iox who steeped his mind in classi-
Tal literature emphaslsed it3 value in the fullowing words:
Y1 am of opipion that the study of good.  authors
and especially of poets cught never to he intermited by
any man who is to speuk or write for the public ar
indesd who has any occasion to tax his imagination
whether it bo for argument, for illustration, for sentiment
or any othar purpose.! Burke, who ruled tumultuous ag.




-~ sentiments. 1 i . e
! ::::dy of deadlanguages yet it 18 worth the time spent

28

i decent utterance of his m:‘_.gniﬂc_ent
:z;ncl:;i?o:fsyﬂslelg bll‘; specehies with po_etluﬂ] cifa.t:ons‘f_mm
J!;liitnu and Virgil which L]'ih_ul.urn:s from the wnl;na U;
literature Teally constifuted hia \-‘ocn.l:gla-ry_uf Wonsa.n
Although ot present there is a diztaste for the

is B writersof antiguity glves fei-
he nisltion of ldeas Trom wii ¥ glves
iﬁr u?chpc;'s_-aatﬂu helped by the Ineessant comparison of
fdi)orns of two langusres by the combination and re-
cnmbinstion of words and sentences in the different ways
possible. i :
Secing the immisnse influence of oratory which lifis the

| posscssor (o CHINENCE YRy rapidly in the Church; in

a - L B
the Barand, in faet, in overy aphere of professivpal worl, it
ta lamentable that its eultivation is altogether neglected
in our =chools and Colleges. Beveral young men that go

: - out from Colleges, cspeeially in  Jaffna are fallures in

life berause of the lack of Lhe power ol expression. 3Men
with a fraption of their koowledge overtale them be-
cause of the posseesion ol this rare lalenot. There is hard-
ly any attention paid in prhiwary schools in  Jaffoa to
teach Lhe proper aceentustion and enuneistion of words,
The mistake committed in several schools (perhaps from
an econemical peint of view) to entrust the teaching of
English to the young to teachers with no qualiflcatlons,
sometimes with only a seanty knowledge of | Eoglich, is
very deplorable. When as a young boy the wrongmo-
thod is imitsted, it s altogether bupossible to #at rid of
the jndistinetness provincialisme 8¢ in latter days, One
of the reasons for making no provision in the College
routine of wotk for the regular and systewatic teashing
of clocution is perhaps on account of the attention de-
manded by other studies or i might be owing toa the
fact that elocutlon mizght be left to nature. But; oratory
like all other arts is acquired by continuous study and
practice,

bkt

The Balkan States

[ A1 eseay muritien by | . Seadowrs of the Senior Local Class]
The present war in Burope has brought into promin-
epce the Ballian States, and thercfore a brief study, of
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the history of these states eannob Lt prove interesting,

The Balkan States that are concernsd in the war sdre
Bervia, Bulzaria, Montenvgro and Greeep, Renmania, which
is an independent stite, does not tike et In the war,
while Albania, Thrace and Macedonis trt sibjoct to Tup-
key.

At the thme of the deeline of fhe Roman Empire, the
emperots abandonod old  Lome and Tounded the new
Itome on the Bosphorus, it the sitiie plece whers Const-
antinople is at present. As years advanced, new Roma
gradually beeate a Greeck empire, &nc  Uonstantinople
remnined a wondarful eity for many ¢enturies, The oric
ginal inhabitants of the Ballan peiinsuls were  the
Groflcs, the Ahanlans aud the Romun colonists, The flrst
Ones 1o tomp from outside were the Slava After  this
came the barbarians, and among, thom the Bulzarians
wero by far the most important.  ‘The Bulrarians eolonised
Balgaria, while Servia wus inhithited by the Slavs, There
were: constant wurs betwoon the omperors of  Constanti-
nople and the barbarianz, The Servians and the Bulgari.
ans hecame Christians.

Dhrlng the Fonrteenth and fifteenth celtiries, the Tnrks
from Asia invaded and subjugated the whols peninsuls,
They did not stop there, buy continned their  conguests
northwards into AustriaHungary,

The allicd armiss of the Bosnians, Serbs, gng Magvars
met the Turks ar the fatal Aol of Kosuva, in which
the Turks were vietorions, This defeat left the Mobam -
medans the wmasters of the o]

Ta retrieve the logs, the Christian  nptions of Europe
Joined in a erusads in 1429 but the French, the Hower
of German ehivalry, und the Lknights af Hungary auffer-
ed an overwhelming  defeat in which thousands Welre
sliie and over ten thousaty faken prisoners. A century
later fn 1539, the Ottaman armies under Suleiman the
Magnilleent swept to the autes of Vienna, humiliating
Dishope and pricess alike abvd town after town capitulat-
ed.  But Vienna itsclt enduped the dosperate siege and
at last fhe heavy storms sp Lindered and discouraged
the Turks  |hat they were foreed to Tetreat. The repulss
which the Turkish armies et at Vienus, may he sald
to have heen the flvst turn of the tide. Gradually the
nations of Europn began to assert themselves, and Thr-
kish  prowess turned to luzury and self indulgencs,
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The Slavs, Servians, Bowmanians, Bulgarians anrj‘nm
Groeks, though bitfesly npposed Tt cn:;h otliez, wwere l'lulti‘tl
against the misrule of the Turks. The fiest to, gain 1:.1_
dependenco wure the Greeks, The Stavs applied to Russia
for help and Russia took up arms ui bahalfof the rev?]:nd
Ohrletians. In 1877 Bussia snvailed the Balkan Provinees
and captured Plevi. Froo Plevng the Russiang advanced
apon Adrianople, and prissed on in the storms of winler
to the very walls of Constantinopls, This resulied In the
traaty of San Stefano and its rovision Ly the powers at
Berlin, who recognized the independence of Rouwania,
Servia, and Maontenego granted sell-government to Bul-
goria and gave the Caucusus to Bussia,

The diffarent natinus inhabitlug the Ballaw stateseare
comewhat peculiar in thomsalves. The Montenegrins have
g0 bravely anf sneessially foughti 1 Turks, that it
wis impossible for the Turks to dofeat them, and they
are considerad to be the most formidalide fighters in the
world. It is the one pation in the Balkan peninsula,
which has maintained itsindependence againat the Turks
throughout, five centuries! B Gladstons speaking in
1895, gave them this glowing tributo of his admiration,
“In my deliberate opinion, the traditions of Montenezro
now committed to His Highness Pringe Nisholas a5 asi-
erod trust, exeeed in glory thoss of Murathon and Thermo-
pylae, and all the war fraditions of the world**

The Servians had o history and literature:the Greeks
hed @ glorious past; but, the Bulgsrions who wera con-
sidered to be a dull, timld race and who saffered unfold
atpoeitics at the hands of the Turks, patiently walterd till
indepencoee was given to them biythe treatyof Beclin. They
have sinee developed inte a war-like rave able to lold their
own with Turkey.

Now we come to the cause of the present war. The
greater part of the siz million inhibitants ol Muacedonis
are of Servian, Bulgarian and Greek stock; and have
suffered  untold hardships and  perssentions under the
Turks. The Turksare the military agrienltural over lords.e
The Christinns have been tuxed 957 of their produce;
they have been compelled to give up their danghters for
the Torkish harems; tepressed  from attempts  ab eduo-
cation; forbidden to read any booka or pspers, and lmo-
prisoned in the' vilest dungeons. The fony Christian
nations, Montenegro, Bulgaria, Servia aml Greeee, slin-
ultaneously demanded of the Turks seclf-government for
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the Macedonlan provinees, They Ineluded in this eertaln
eivil reforms, long promised but never fulfllled, and the
appolutment of o Christian  Governor for that entire
distriet. 1'he Turks’ refusul to comply with these requests
was the cause of the war. The chlel ‘seats of the war
were Balonics, and Adriapople; The Turks have snffered
many dafeats. The Greekstock Salonies, the Thessaloniea
of the Beriptures and the most impertant port and trading
eentre next to Constantinople. The Bulgarians in thelr
¥ietorious advanes have gone as far as Adrlanople  and
have besieged it. Thisis a eity west io importance to
Constantinople. Tt bas notvet fallen, 'The Montenegrins
have likewise surrounded Scutard.

Under the Jeadership of 8ir Edward Grey, the foreign
minister of Englind, the powers convened a pesceconfer-
epee In London. Amongother requests the Balkan States
detnnded the saerender of Addanaple and the jslands
uow belenging to Turkey, Al first the Turkish Govern-
ment ylelded ; but the opposition party o Turkey turned
the existing Government out, and refused to code thesa
places. The negotiations wore broken and war has onee
more beran.

L this war the Allles arve fighting for theliberty of their
tellow Christians, and therefore weshould sympathise with
them. Tt is expected that the Allles will be  vieforious
and all will rejoice in the day when the sick man of
the West quits Europe.

The Y. M. C. A Expedition to the
* Island of Eluvative

This isan annual event which is looked forward
ta by the ¥. M. 0. A. members with great interest
and enthusiasm, Forty ss!:udents and three leachers
left Araly ferry on Friday the 21st Feb. at 3 P. M.
currying with them presents to ba distributed among
the school childven at Bluvative. On their way
they stopped a few minutes at Kayts and  saw tha
place. &t 5, 15 P. ML the tiny fignres on the Eluva-
tive shore were geon from the boat, ready to weleome
their benefactors. Aftor a word of prayer on the
shore, the expedition band together with the seliool
children marched to the sehool attractively fixed up
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to woleome the visitors, A short meeting was held
i1 the schoolbungalow for the schoolehildren after
which the hand dispersed for an honr enjoying fhem-
selvos on Lhe beach. At 7. 80P, M. the willagers
and school-childven gathered for agood evangehstlc
meeting whieh was cuu{hu-.t’.nll:l by Mr 8. M. Theva-
thasan A, Messrs. BEd. Yenasitamby and G.I: Thomas
addressed in a very appealing tone. Harly next
morning five groups of students with their leaders
went in five divections. making house to house visits
and J-ﬂ-eag]]hu_r the GDS])F‘I- f\t 9 A, M. the apnrf_s
competition for the schoul children took place in
which several took part. Unlike last year, the child-
verr looked healthy and strong, Later they wers
examined in Seripture and Arvithmetid and “their
work in the examination was a cradit to any school.
At about 11 A M. the most important mecting of
the expedition began with Mr. 1. Venagitamby in
the chair. A large majority of the Hindu popalution
in the Islamd were there and Messrs B A, Williams
8, M. Thevathasan and B D. Thomas addressed the
audiecce and evidently the CGospel mesgage was
gladly received. Then came the distribution of prizes
consisting of cloth, eash, kadalal and plantrins. The
Vidhan of the place was kind enough to distribite
the prizes which cost® not less than Iis. 80. After
thig,the children =at down to a good snmpiuous breal-
fast which they enjoyed most heartily. On their re-
turn the party paid a visit to the Duteh fort in the
sea and afair breeze setting in, landed at Araly at
about 5. 15 P. 3. On the whole, the expedition pro-
voll to be very saecessfal and we pray God thgt Ha
miy abundantly bless the seed sown.

Jafina College Y. M. C. A.
Hall Fund :

Hinca the last Miscollany was issued onr Bailding
Fund has been swelled by a single donation of
Rs, 500. from Mr. J, ¢, Lysla of Leavenworth, Kansus.
This money comes to us in the form of legacy
through the International Committes of ¥, M. €. A'a.
and is an indication of the importanee which they

g
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attach to onrmovement for o permanent association
hiilding.  Now conditions are attached o this it
fother than the nsmal ona that the woney be nsed
only for the purpose for which it was riveu), but
the request is made by fhe Commiltee {hat one
room in the new bnilding bs called “The Liysle
Memorial.” To this there conld Tardly: be any ob-
jection, so far ag we cun gee.

Tn addition fo the above, subseriptions hive been
regeived  from

4.8, Lewls s, 25.00
P. Joha Verghis g s 10

L. €. Changavapillai, o, v, w2 n, 5,00

This, with the amounts previously acknowlodged
(Bs. MILBL)® makes u fotal of Rs. 102981

Skt

College Notes

The placing of the Y. M, € A. tablet s beon
nnavoidably delayed.

—Dr, York leff for Kodaikanal on Mipeh 4, a5 ha had
heen luid up with fever. Mrs. York and {lie child
ven svent to Kodai early in Februoary.

—Oue of the pleasures of this ferm was the visit
of Miss A, G. Powers of Kodaikanal, India, who ad-
dressed the boys at Ohapel speaking on the Boy
Seonk Movement,

—dJ. K. Kanapathapillai Fsq.  has been wiven
leave of absence to take a full comse of study in
the Government Training College, Colombo,
—From the last Senior Class, A. €. Sundarampil-
lai and B A. Williams have been appointed as jun-
lor masters in the College and I. T. Miller in the
Vaddukoddai Inglish school.

—The plan adopted last term of renting  the up-
stairs: roome over Ofley Hall to Sevior hoys to wso
as private bedrooms and stady-rooms hag provid
very popular. This relieves the crowded condition
of the dormitories.

i
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—E. A, Willinms went as Gr_-.lﬂg.‘r.te from the Col.
lepe Y. M, (L AL to tlie Ali—_llndm Con.fcmulc_e held
lhy Magsrs. Mott and Eddy in Calentt. Bixty-fwo
Colleges were represented by delegates at the Clon-
ference.

— The relatives of Victor Les are establishing »
Prize fand in his menory, to 1:10 awarglerl Anmn-
ally to the Lest Henior student in Pliysics and the
hest Junior student 1 Physiologs. 'Vlctur Lee had
completed two vears examidations in the Medical
Clollege ab Singapore when his health failed and
lie came borme a yoar ago.

—Jophua Selvadurai Danforth, a student - in  {lie
Third Form of the College, disd Feb.e 15, at Mane-
pay Hospital of typhoid feyver. He was thoe eldesi
zon of Mr. C. W. K. Danforth, Preacher af Chan-
ganai, and had always baen frail in  health. Tn
his Chriztian faith and charvacter he was praparved
lor death.

—The members of Mr. Ipnating last Commerceial
class huve been very sneeessful in  securing em-
ployment immediately in Kuala Lumpur as typists,
clerks ete. in the Postal and Railway Dept.
—The prize winners at the January examination of
applicants for the new Becond Form were as fal-
lows:—

1at, V. Chellappahb, Atehuvely Eng. Sehool, Rs. 80

dud, J. 8. Amarasingan, Central Collage, Rs. 25,

drd, ' Nagalingaw., Muanepay Momoria]l By,
Sehool, Bs. 20.

4th, I. Bulasingsm, St John's College, Rs. 15,

oth, C. Ponnampalum, Avaly Hpg. School, Rs. 10,

This 18 the second yee:r that the highest prize has
been won by a boy from the Atchuvely Eng, school.

A. H. Sinnatamby Hsq. iz the Headmaster “of
that schonl,

~On the Tthof Fabruary almost the entire school al.
tended the wedding of My, James Suthirkam Conke,eld-
est son of C.H. Cooke Esq. one of onr 8enjor Profes-
sors. The wadding was solemmized ut Sandilipay Chnrel
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and  the Dbride was Miss Rosalin Pavalamma, seeond
danghter of 1. B. Payson, Head clark of the Col
ombo firm of Messrs, Huatson and Co. Both af the
bridess liome and again at Mr. Cooke's house the
College students had a Targe share in the festivities.

—A week Iater, Feln 15th a large number of the
Unllege Facnlty uand students attended the funeral
of Rov. J. M, Sanders at Afchuvely in deep sym-
pathy with flhe bereaved sons, Samuel, David and
Daniel and fhe family of the son-in-law, T, S, Pon-
niah Esq., one of the College professors.

sk

Alumni Notes

Mr. P, Chelliah, Advoeate of the Jaffua Bar, has goue
ty Chilaw  with the view of establishing his Pl
thers.

Mr.Ford Dutaisamy, B. A. Advocate, aeted for sowme fime
in danuary, as Polien Maglstrate and Comunfissionss of He-
queste, Jaffna and Kayis.

Mz, P+ Vytialingam, B. A, Advocate, acted more thisn once,
w4 Poliee Magistrate at Chavagacheherry

Obituary

My A, Kesuppilly, who taught for some vesars in Vadduk-
foeddni High Sehool, died on the (Bih January.

Mg Victor C. Lee, who jolned the Medicsl School in
Singapore after leaving the College passed away on the
Fiith January.

Rev. 5. Richard, of fhe (.M. 8. Jaffnu. passed away on
the 17th February. .

Dr. €. Dutton, of Juffna died on the 12th Tebruary.

—In the death of Rev. J. M. Sanders the Church-
or of Jaffna have logl one of their best and most
devoted pastors and the whole community has lost
s valned friend. Hiz relationg to the prople of
his pastorate was always most loving and fathexly,
His sympathy and adyice wers greatly valued by all
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vlasses of people. He gmdum.ed fmm Jaﬂ'n.] OHE
loge in 1878 nud from the Theological elass in 1851,
For thirty veurs he was u faithful prescher
of the gospel. T:hs influenee in Tondnimanar, At
chuvely aud iddi was  very sbrong zmd will
remain a0 abiding monument to hm MATHOry.
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