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———— e

Dealers for: Sri Lanka State Trading ( Tractor ) Corporation
Sri Lanka State Trading ( General) Corporation
Walker Sons & Co. Lrd.
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Worship of Muruka

MUDALIYAR, KULA SABANATHAN
Retired Chief Tamil Translator fo the Gewr. of Ceylon

“What is the wuse of old and
dilapidated Hindu Temples in every
village? What is the wuse of pouring

milk and honey on stone statues?
Can't this wuseless religious service,
devoid of social service be stopped

immediately? Social service is more
important than relipious service. First of
all, is there a God? If there is a God,
he must be blind., We are languishing
in the lap of poverty without even a
single decent meal a day, without a
pair of trousers for a change, Our
parents have sold all their propertics in
sending us to the Universities and we
have passed out as Arts Graduates
and yet we can't get even a peon’s job
in any Govt. Department or Corporation.
We cannot get’ employment even in the
private sector. In this context, please
let us know whether temples are necessary.
Some thoughtless Hindu fools and rich
merchants are spending lakhs and lakhs of
rupees inrenovating old temples. in building
Gopuras like sky-scrapers, and it annual
Temple Festivals. Look at the amount
of money spent on Eelathu Chidambaram
on Thiruvathirai festival”.

Well, this is the unanimous voice
of the present day unemployed educated
Hindu youths. They give expression to
wh t they actually feel about the whole

business. The challenge must be met.
Realities must be {aced by the Hindu
Public. In the first instance they must
be satisfied that Hindu Temple are
necessary and that Social service actually
begins at the Temple.

There is a mistaken notion prevalent
among the youths of our country that
Religious service is quite different from
Social service. It is a pity that the
Hindu youths are not aware of the fact
that Hindu Temples secrved as the
background for Social Service. The
significance and the use of temples for
all kinds of social service has not been,
taught to the children of Hindu parents.
either at school or at home. Some youths
go to the extent of suggesting that the
Temple premises as well as Temple
property could be utilsed for colonisation
schemes for the middle class peasants.
Onions and chillies could be grown im
temple gardens instead of fragrant flowers
for the temple.

Here is what a Saint and Scholar,
who is living in our midst, says on this
vexed problem.

* His Holiness Sri Sankarachariya of
Kanchi Kamkoti Peetam called upon the
people to be selfless and tolead a life
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of dedication in the service of God and
‘of their fellowmen. He also stressed the
importance of worship in temples and
said that temples promoted dharma and
bhakthi among the people.

The revival of the ancient custom
of Athithi Pooja (a15® wes) would
banish hunger and poverty. The object
underlying this parctice was that no one
should go without food. “*Live and give
for other” were the cardinal principles
which governed the lives of people in
the olden days, who led a betrer and
happier life than those of the present
generation. These priociples had been
neglected of late aod consequently
humanity had suffered a moral deterior-
ation. Salvation was possible only if
people gave the rightful place to temple
worship for the realisation of Geod. The
systcm of feeding the poor, which was

believed to be an important function of |

all temples was still in vogue only in
the temples at Chidambaram, Avadaiyar-
koil and Puri. Poojas should be revived
in respect of all idols found abandoned.
It was the duty of every Hindu to ensure
that the idols installed by their forbears
were offered proper worship™.

MNow the Tamil word Muruka or
Murupkan means the tender and beautiful
child. Murukan is represented in lzgend

EISIEST HEsmy QpHEaT

and painting as a beautiful child or'
yvouth.

““In the face of fear,” says an ancient
and popular verse, “His face of comfort
shows. In the fierce battle-field, with
‘Fear not’, His lance shows. Think of
Him once, twice He shows, to those
who chant Muruka”

“A  refreshing coolness is in my
bheart as I thinketh on Thee, peerless
Muruka. My mounth quivers praising
Thee, lovingly hastening Muruka, and
with tears calling on Thee, Giver of
gracious help-hand. O Warriorl With

Thirumuru-kattuppadai Thou comest, Thy
Lady in Thy wake.

The people of Karainagar are pious
devotees of Lord Murukan. There are
many Murukan Temples at Karainagar.
It is the doty of every son of Karainagar,
wherever he may be, to support the good
cause of renovating an ancient Muruka
Temple. Those who give lavishly for
such a good cause will gain merit in the
next birth. No temple should be neglected
There should be regular poojas in every
temple at Karainagar. That is. my humble
prayer. I congratulate the devotees who
have come forward to renovate an ancient
temple called Karainagar Thikkarai Muru-
gan. May they be crowned with success
is my humble prayer.
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If any one speaks evil of you, let your life be such that no

] one will believe him MORE IN LOVE
When you retire to bed, think over what you "have been
doing during the day. DIE IN LOVE

MNever be idle; if your bands can't be employed usefully,
altend to ihe cultivation of yowur mind.

|] Taste the honey of‘Divine Love and become an embediment of Love
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Agents for Batticaloa District ;-
1. The Maharaja Organisation (Distributors Ltd.)
2. Show Wallace & Hedges Ltd.
3. Union Carbide Ceylom Ltd,

RAJES WARL STORES

GEMERAL MERCHANTS & COMMISSION AGENTS
Prop: K. K. Shanmugam

No. 11, Trinco Road,
BATTICALOA.
Telephone : 335
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WITH THE BEST COMPLIMENTS OF

Ceylon Paint Industries Lid.

116, STEUART PLACE,
COLOMEDO.

Phone : 26651
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Flat Files and Stationery etc.
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NAGO INDUSTRIES

128, Bandaranayaka Mawatha,
COLOMBO-12.

Telephone: 23131
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