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THE GLORY OF THE LORD'S PADUKAS

'Paduka’ means 'foot guard'. The padukas are the
Sandals of the Lord and are called as such as they
guard the Lord's Feet.

1. The literature on the Avatars or the
Incarnations of the Lord indicates that the
padukas had their orgin with the Inception of the
Lord. The padukas are considered to have piayed
their part consistent with the Avatars of the Lord
and taken shape according to the Feet of the
Incarnations. But it was only in the Avatar of
Rama, that théy attained very great prominence.

2. Bharata went to the Dandaka forest to bring
back Rama to Ayodhya. As no amount of
persuasion on his part was of any avail, Vasishta,
the preceptor suggested that he might rule under
Rama's authority as his deputy. Protesting against
this suggestion, Bharata requested to be given
Rama's Sandals in the belief that they would be
able to look after ,the‘ interests of the kingdom in
the absence of the Lord. Accordingly Rama gave
His Sandals to Bharata. According to Bhoja of
Champu Ramayana Bharata obtained two
valuable Crowns in the shape of the Sandals of
Rama.

3. On return to Ayodhya the whole situation
was distressing to Bharata on account of the
absence of Rama. Bharata moved to Nandigrama.
a village on the outskirts of Ayodhya with the
approval of Vasishta and with the army and the
people who followed him voluntarily. He

performed immediately Pattabhisheka to the
padukas. At the same time, he proclaimed that he
would bring all matters of the state into their
sacred presence, seek their advice, and govern the
kingdom in the patient expectation of the day
when they would be placed once more under
Rama's Feet. The rule of the Padukas lasted for 14
years.

4. Tulasidas in his Rama Charita Manasa' has
compared the padukas to the watchguards
looking after theKosala kingdom. One paduka
represented 'RA' and the other 'MA'. They were
like two eyes-one eye watching that matters did
not go wrong anywhere and the other that the
progress and prosperity of the kingdom grew
more and more.

Yudhistra in Bhagavata had praised the glory
and greatness of the padukas of Krishna as
follows "The pair of the wooden Sandals You
wear under Your Feet destroy all evil. The holy
persons, who constantly worship them extol them
and obtain release from the bondage of samsaric
existence. They even get wordly boons, if they
seek for them. Others do not either" (X-12)

6. The padukas control the mind of the devotee
removing all impurities and fosters devotion to
the Lord. Worshipping the padukas implies
therefore more reverence than worshipping the
Feet, as they are deemed to be worthy and
valuable substitute for the latter.
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7. One who is imbued with intense devotion
and does 'dasya’ or Kainkaraya to the Lord or His
devotees is generally termed 'Paduka’. The
mystic, Namalwar was called the Paduka of the
Lord. Similary Madurakavi Alwar to whom
Nammalwar constituted everything was the
Paduka of the latter.

8. Vedanta Desika, the poet philosopher was
once crowned with Lord Ranganatha's padukas at
Srirangam. Immediately he received inspiration
and he composed the poem 'Paduka Sahasra'
consisting of 1008 slokas overnight in
glorification of the padukas. He has himself
expressed that the padukas themselves made him
compose the poem as Ramayana was got
composed by Valmiki. He has looked at the
importance of the padukas in thousand different
ways and each idea is peculiar and has the aspect
of verisimilitude.

9. The padukas constitute a glorious and
charming personality to desika. The glory of the
padukas is considered to be greater than that of
the Lord's Feet. The padukas function in two
capacities. In their individual capacity they act as
the servant of the Lord. In their social capacity
they are the servant of the Lord's devotees. They

" act as the link between the Lord and his devotees.

10. The padukas are both a concept and truth.
They are a pointer to the Baktas as to the manner
in which service should be rendered at the Feet to
the Lord. In the worship of the padukas the
devotees could see a reflection of the attributes of
the Lord such as goodness, 'daya' 'vatsalya'
'soulabya' etc. Kulasekara Alwar, the author of
'Mukundamala' has sung uguwmruis S b
usueweurut &memiGuBen. He desired to be an
inseparable achetana nearest to God an to do
worship service and aradana etc.

11. Man serves to please God. God is pleased
with man's services. He is so pleased with his
service that in His pleasure, He regards the
serving man as his equal, comrade nay as His very
self. That pleasure is his Grace and Mercy. The:
padukas stand as much for that service as for the
law of that service. It has been aptly described
The Will of God is the way of Paduka. Paduka
serves as He wills and He desires as it serves.

12. The Padukas are guardians of both the Lord
and His devotees. They bring God and the souls
together. They are in the words of Desika, 'Foot
guards' of God and the 'head - guards' of souls.
Lord Krishna has declared in Bhagavad Gita:
'"Those who meditate on Me and worship Me and
no other, and who are ever devoted to Me , I

~undertake to secure their yogakshema. The

Padukas are considered to play the same role
Valmiki in his Ramayana has also referred to this
aspect.

13. The Feet of the Lord always symbolise His
mercy. The Padukas also represent His mercy in
extention. According to Desika, the extension
stands for the descent of the Lord and the ascent of
the jiva. The descent of the Lord is for the purpose
of conferring salvation. The ascent of the man is
to crown himself with the Padukas and to attain
salvation.

14. The glory of the 'Paduka Rajya' excels even
the glory of 'Rama Rajya'. Bharata's mention to
Rama about the state of the Kingdom on the
latter's return to Ayodya confirms this. There was
complete unity, amity, contentment and
happiness. There was santi everywhere in the
upanishadic sense of the term. The Padukas
exercised magic spell and inspired intense
devotion to Rama. Thus in service of the Padukas
is embodied divine essence.
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