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19 June, 1599

PONTIFICIUM CONSILIUM
DE CULTURA

Prot. Wo. 378/99
MESSAGE

[ am delighted to know that Rev. Prof. N. M. Saveri, Director, Centre for
Performing Arts, will be celebrating his sixtieth birthday on 3 December, 1999, and
write to send him my warmest congratulations and best wishes on this happy occasion.

Under Tiis creative and dynamic leadership the Centre has gone from strength
to strength, staging performances both in Sri Lanka and abroad. Drama, as a powerful
instrument of culture, brings peoples together thus overcoming the barriers of caste,
creed and community. Following in the footsteps of his saintly Patron, Francis Xavier,
Fr. Saveri avails of the medium of drama and music as a vehicle to proclaim the
Gospel and its values of love, compassion and peace in a world that is rent by conflict
and violeuce.

While wishing Fr. Saveri «Ad Multos Annos», [ wish the Centre for
Performing Arts every success in its ettorts to toster a cilvihisation ot love and to
promote a culture of peace.

Gl fopr.

e
Paul Cardinal Poupard
President

%

(0120 CITTA DEL VATICANG  TEL. (+3%) 06-695.87321  FAX (+3%) 06-698 87 I6R06-698 7165 e-mall: cobura@cultr.va
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Message from Hon. Lakshman Jayakody
Minister of Buddha Sasana and Cultural &
! Religious Affairs

I am indeed very happy to send a message in connectien
with the 60th birth anniversary of Prof. Rev. Fr. N.M.Saveri,
Director of the Centre for Performing Arts,wh¥§lls on
3rd December, 1999. 4

With the aim of creating an atmosphere of peace and
harmony in Sri Lanka, the Centre for Performing Arts underxr
the direction of Rev. PFr, N.M. Saveri is organising inter
regional and inter cultural seminars and stage performances
in Colombo and other parts of Sri Lanka. I am told the
idea of the Centre is to develop closer relations among
neighbours in a spirit of peace, friendship and cooperation.
The endeavour of the Centre is to inculcate human and human
values through cultural activities and te foster artistic
talents both in individual and in groups.

I therefore, wish to convey my sincere thanks and
the appreciation to the organisers of this festival.

I wish all success in their future endeavours.

ol

Lakshman Jayakody,

Minister of Buddha Sasana &

Minister of Cultural and =
Religious Affairs
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Portrait of Rev. Fr. N. M. Saveri
( Saverimutiu, Maria Xavier)
by Kusal Nandana Gunasekera of the Vibhavi Academy of Fine Arts, Colombe
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Bishop's House
St Francis Xavier's Church

Rev. Dr. Malcolm Ranjith Ehelivagoda
Bishop of Ratnapur Sri Lanka.
6th July 1999

Tel ; 036/8410

FELICITATIONS

4rt, drama and music as well as other cultural activities are the natural result ef
a development ef the mind and heart of man. It im a reflection ef his individual
and social ethos, It is alse & very effective memng of communication and inter—
action between different cultures and commmities, Their diveraity camnot but be
considered a blessing and if any nation is to develop, it has to foster not only
the growth of its own culturel heritsge but alme intra—cultural and inter—cultu-
ral exchangen,

In this light we have fo recognise that the rich cultural heritage that Sri Tanka
poosenses kas to bte allowed to grow in ite diversity and allowed te inter—ant
Ireely, eariching in the process the different ethnic and religious ETOUpH,.

The present crisis in Sri Lanka ie a result of an atiempt to impose & mono-cul-
tural patiern on our society, This is very unfortunate indead,

In this light the initiative that Fr. N.M. Saveri took several years ago to create
bridges of dialogue between the diverse cultural patierns visible in Sri Lanks im
to be highly appreciated, Professcr Saveri has been engsged in research and has
abown how to draw out the beat elerents found in those diverse traditions, and

e make them g source of bridge building between the wvarious etbhnic and cultural
groupa of Sri lanka,

I have been personally aware of these attempts snd wish to congratulate Frofessaer
Saveri and kis Cenire for Ferforming irte for this wonderful sffort,

I hope that these efforis will continue to develop that spirit of amity batween
the Tamil and Sinhels communities in Sri Lanks, much needed for a process of Te—
conciliation,

May Jesus, our Lord and Mgster, who showed us the w®ay to overcoming division amd
geeking true liberation from sslfighness and dismmity bless their initiatives for

inter - cultwral dialogus. Ea‘\ﬂ{ -.Lu.L« E

Bishop Malcolm Ranjith
Bishop of Ratnapura,
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Bishop's House,

409, Negombo Read,
Malkaduwawa,
Kurunagala,

Sri Lanka,

Tel: 037 - 22854

Re Kev. D ffg_{,-'.f.rmm{ Peiris

Cathelic Bishop of Kurunsegala 218% June 13909

Message

It is with great pleasuwre T issue this message to the
Souveniar to be published on ths occrfion of the 60th

Birth jpnniversary of RevV.Fr. §M.S5averi, who is well lmown
to me.

Fr, Savari is the pirector of the gentre for performing
Artsy; and through +hie gentre, despite the war situation
ha hsa been able t0 organise inter cultwal performance
in several important parts of +he gountry, Through these
performances, the gentre imder the guidance of Fr. Saverd
gims +to foster friendship, goodwill and fellowship among
various ocommmities, which will provide a Ffavourabla
opening {o establish peace and harmony in our gountTy.

We are at the threshold of the 3rd Millenium, and we
could look forward, that +fhkrough +hs efforts of Fr. Saveri
and his (gentre, fo ensure reconcillistion, imity and peace
in our gownitrye

I wish to congratulate Fre Saveri and wish him a fyery
Heppy Birthdsy. May dod bless him with good health, to
enable him 4o build bridges, linking together peopls of
our gowntry dnto one Fation.

. —n

[
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Most Rev.Dr.Rayappu Joseph
Bishop of Mannar,
Pattim, Mannar,
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With pleasure | have received information that my friend and erstwhile
colleague Rev. Fr. Saveri is due to celebrate the 60th birth Anniversary.

Fr. Saveri is an extra-ordinary talented person with whom | had the
pleasure of growing up from the minor seminary to the College in Rome. He
clearly demonstrated a precocious capability in the Arts and Literery field.

His commitment to the service of the same Lord made him place his rare
talents and achievernents too at the service of the same Lord he served.

He is widely known through the Centre for Performing Arts which he
founded. It was through this Centre he was able to emphasize and articulate
noble human values such as unity, peace spirituality, cultural dialogue, racial
harmony etc.

It is but proper that the above Centre celebrates his 60th anniversary of
birth in a worthy manner. | take this opportunity to join in felicitating him and
give thanks to the Almighty for such rare graces he has showered on Fr. Saveri.

May he be spared to continue for many more years his inimitable
contribution to Church and Society.

Youra Sincersly in the Lorst.

“ %—MP"L? U{Jﬁu: "{.{_

Bishop af Trincomals#a-Hatricalon
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F ‘om the High Commissioner

18527

British
High Commission
Colombo

190 Galle Road
PO Box 14335
Colombo &




Ambassador for France in Sri lanka,
French Embassy.

EP,RpSmead Place

Colombo 7

13th August 1999

. N. M. Saveri in convey-
Fity lmd the m:u{mu '




Batschaft.
der Bundesrepublik Deutschland
Embassy
of the Federal Republic of Germany
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ROYAL NORWEGIAN EMBASSY

COLOMEO Our Rafarence LKA 031/39

Enquiries to Henry de Mel ur Dale 285.1989-06-18 eferonce




A MRSSAGE

1 am glad to learn that the Centre for Performing Arts has decided to celebrate
the 60 birth anniversary of its Director, Rev. Prof N. M. Sav#ri.

Culture, perhaps more than anything else, gives identity and a face to a people.
Properly understood, culture can never divide people. It can only unite them. This
15 true even if people with different cultures were live as citizens of the same
country. The same can be said of religion, and sports. If these have sometimes led
to tensions, that was because people had wrong notions regarding these values.
Moreover, people sometimes exploit what is most sacred for other purposes.
Sometimes too, when a country gains political independence, certain adolescent
and aggressive tendencies come to the surface. With time, there should be growth
and maturity. Half a Century is time enough for this process of maturing.

In Sri Lank today, more than ever before, we need the civilizing and unifying
influence of culture. There was a time when — irrespective of race, religion or
culture — we could all sit back and together enjoy He comes from Jaffha.
Unfortunately things have changed. Till we armive at a stage where we can
together enjoy a joke and laugh at our own foibles, we have reason to fear.

Fr. Savari and his collaborators have contributed much to make Performing
Arts available to a wider andience and bring people of all affiliations together. I
am pergonally aware that Fr. Savii has a large number of friends and admirers in
the south.

At a more personal level, I have known Fr. Savari for a long time, and enjoyed
his valuable friendship, We studied in the same College in Rome (I was much

senior to him), and for many years we unfailingly preached at Madhu Church
during the August feast He preached in Tamil, while I preached in Sinhala.

I wish Fr. Savgri and the Centre for Performing Arts all success.

July 12, 1999 Q _—
Chilaw Ei e
+ F. Marcus Fernando
Bishop of Chilaw
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Australion High Commission

tis a great pleasure for me to pen a tribute to Father Saveri on the milestone occasion of
his G0th birthday.
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D EMBASSY OF SWITZERLAND
-:Jﬂ; SCHWEIZERISCHE BOTSCHAKFT
’ AMBASSADE DE SUISSE
AMBASCIATA DI SVIZZERA
AMBASSADA SVIZRA

Date; 02.07.1999

[ am of the opinion that the truly excellent cultural performances of the Centre for Performing
Arts are an invaluable tool for bringing the different communities together and that they are
an important contribution to the promotion of cross-cultural peace and understanding. It is
therefore with great pleasure that I extend my warmest congratulations to its Director, Rev.
ErN.M Saveri, on his sixtieth birthday and wish him as well as the CPA all the best for the
future.

Ambassador of Switzerland
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THE AMBASSADOR
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Colombe, Sri Lanka

19 July 1999

Father Saveri's inspiring work at the Centre for Performing Arts for over twenty
years weaves together two proud traditions of his Faith, an unwavering belief in
the spirit of Christian brotherhood and an equally strong commitment to
humanistic ideals -- traditions which also gave birth to the United States some
223 years ago. In an age when religion and ideals are too often used to divide
human beings one from another, this alone makes his undertaking well worth
celebrating.  And at a time when secular artists and religious persons are
commonly assumed to strive in opposite directions, Father Saveri reminds us of
the insights they share into the nature of the human heart.

I'wish him all the best as he marks his sixieth birthday and hope that his healing
touch continues to reach out to all communities in Sri Lanka for many more years
to come.

With my regards,

Sincerely yours,

L i

Shaun E. Do
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A TRUE CHBISTIAN
AND HUMANIST

Rev. Fr. Justin Gnanaprakasam, M.A., Ph.D.
Rector, St.Henry's College, llavalai

“The grace of our Lord was lavisked upon me with faitk and love”
1 Tinothy 1.24

I amn, indeed, delighted to know that the Centre for Performing Arts will be celebrating the
sixtieth birthday of its Founder and Director, Revd.Professor N.M.Saveri, on 3rd December
1999, and I hasten to send my warmest congratulations and best wishes on this happy occasion.

Rev. Professor Nicholapillai Maria Saveri (N.M.Saverimuttu) was born at Ilavalai and had
his secondary education at St.Henry’s College, Ilavalai and at St.Patrick’s College, Jaffna. He
joined the National Seminary at Ampitiya at the age of sixteen and completed his philosophical
studies very successfully. He, then, proceeded to the Propaganda Fide College in Rome to pur-
sue his theological studies and was ordained a priest in 1962 for the Diocese of Jaffna. It was
when he returned from Rome in 1962 that I first met him and our friendship has grown, from
then on, very steadily. While working in Urumpirai Parish, a small village outside Jaftna town,
Professor Saveri established the Thirumarai Kalamanram in 1966 (later, named as the Centre for
Performing Arts and Ranga Kala Kendraya). His aim was to inculcate human and human values
through cultural activities, and to identify and foster literary and artistic talents both in individu-
als and in groups. He staged a Passion Play in Urumpirai in 1967 with 250 actors taken from
different parts of Jaffna. The inclusion of two Brahmins in this team of actors and musicians
clearly showed the trend of thought in the mind of Professor Saveri at that time, namely, foster-
ing brotherhood, unity and peace among the people of Jaffna belonging to different classes and
castes. From then on, Passion Plays became an annual event during Lenten season.

Besides involving in cultural activities, he took up residence in Madurai for a short while to
study Tamil Language and obtained the title Vidvan/Pulavar. Later on, he joined the London
University and obtained his Masters and Doctorate degrees. In 1978, for his doctoral research at
the School of Oriental and African Studies, London, he submitted a study on the Relations between
Roman Catholics and Hindus in Jagua, Sti Lanka, 1900-1925 which saw the light of day, much later
on, as A Catholic-Hiudu Encounter. In it,; Professor Saveri examined critically and analytically
relations between the votaries of two principal faiths, one traditional and old, the other modern
and new, during the early decades of the 20th century when Sri Lanka was very much under the
colonial overlordship of Britain. It is, indeed, a solid contribution to the social history of the
Tamil people in the Jaffna peninsula.

The first decade of Professor Saveri’s priestly ministry was devoted mainly to parish activi-




ties in Urumpirai mission and Kurunagar area and to preaching the good news of Jesus Christ to
the people. Because of his excellent knowledge of Tamil literature he was able to soak the
gospel message into them and make his preaching very attractive and appealing to Catholics and
to Hindus as well. His sermons, at the Shrine of Our Lady of Madhu, were very eagerly listened
by the devotees during the festive seasons.

As a research scholar Professor Saveri was able to delve into the archives in Vatican and at
Bishop’s House, Jaftna and publish an in-depth study of Bishop Bettachchini, an Italian Oratorian,
who was largely neglected by the scholars of Ceylon Church History. His research was pub-
lished in Rome in 1980 as: The Liyre and Times oy Onazio Bettachehini. The Tfinst Vicar Apostolic o
Jagua, Ceylon (1810-1857). His proficiency in Latin, Greek, Sanskrit, French and German helped
him immensely to carry out his researches smoothly.

Professor Saveri’s research studies at Passau University, West Germany, produced another
interesting study on the Metaphysics of Saiva Siddhanta (Die Mataphysik des Shaiva-Siddhanta
Systens) . Looking at some standard works on Hinduism, we find that very little has been written
about Saiva Siddhanta School of Philosophy. Though some scholars speak at length of thinkers
like Sankara and Ramanuja, they rarely mention Meykandar, Arunandi, or Umapathi. In a series
of lectures delivered at the Saiva Siddhanta Study Circle Unit of the Centre for Performing Arts,
Jaffna, (June-July 1991) Prof. Saveri gave an overall picture of the religious giants and men of
God, the spiritual-preceptors of the Saiva Siddhanta School, namely, Meykandar, Arunandi,
Uyyavantha Devar of Thiruvialur etc. This enabled the audience to know the philosopher-saints
who had systematized the immemorial beliefs of the Tamils and had aid the foundation for the
Tamil School of Philosophy. These lectures were later published in 1993 under the title Siddhaxta
Tradition’s Philosopher-Sages. The Saiva Siddhanta Study Circle is still continuing its valuable
services and many are profiting by them.

In 1990s, with the aim of creating an atmosphere of peace and harmony in Sri Lanka, the
Centre for Performing Arts, under the direction of Prof.Saveri, started organizing inter-regional
and inter-cultural seminars and stage performances in Colombo and other parts of Sri Lanka. It
is the firm belief of Prof.Saveri that Peace and War are external reflections of internal states of
mind. If one were to be a messenger of peace, one needs to change the hearts and minds of those
who inspire and instigate violence that breeds bitterness in the survivors and brutality in the
destroyers. Through inter-cultural activities between Sinhala and Tamil speaking
communities,Professor Saveri hopes to bring about peace, harmony, cooperation and mutual
understanding among peoples. The Centre has also commenced a cultural Interactive Awareness
programme called Kalai Palam 98 or Kala Palama 98. Exhibitions, seminars, concerts and
plays are being held in many parts of the island, including Vanni area. Thus the Centre is per-
forming a commendable service to the country at large in the cultural field.

The Centre for Performing Arts has spread its wings not only to different parts of Sri Lanka
but to countries like Germany, France, England, Canada and Australia as well. The Tamils in
these countries were delighted to receive a troupe of actors who went on Cultural mission along
with Professor Saveri. Their plays were well received by the Tamils and amply rewarded the
actors and Professor Saveri was honoured with a title Kalai Thoothu, namely the Ambassador of
Tamil culture.
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Professor Saveri had the blessings of the bishops of the diocese of Jaffna to carry out his
cultural activities through the Centre for Performing Arts. Needless to say that he had difficul-
ties, many a time, to find the necessary funds to carry on his work. Arnold Toynbee in his famous
work - A Study ofy Histony - had said Empires that survived were not those who cried over spilt
milk but those who found new cows and milked them. Like manner, the Centre for Performing
Arts survived because Professor Saveri was able to find generous friends and benefactors to
support his work whenever the future of the Centre looked bleak.

There can be supreme technical skill, originality, intelligence in a person, and yet there can be
an absence of genius. Initially, the word genius signified an attendant spirit, an animate power
that gives to a very few human beings the secret of radiance. The ordinary man casts a shadow.
the man of genius casts light, in a way we do not quite understand. Instinctively, we flinch from
this light. We take it for granted that genius must pay a terrible price either in some twist of
personality or through private and public desolation and the dramas of rejection that seem to
characterize famous lives. To find genius and happiness united is nearly an impossible task. But
in Professor Saveri I find a happy blend of both. Ordinarily those to whom the gods give their
largesse are envied, even hated, by their peers and contemporaries. In the case of Profesor
Saveri, he is a very loveable and much loved person. He is, in fact, an extraordinary combina-
tion: a scholar of exceptional breadth and depth, a prolific writer, a clever exponent of Saiva
Siddhanta, a Church historian, an imaginative director, a devoted priest, a wise and generous
friend and, perhaps above all, a twe Chuistion with a deep sense of commitment to humanistic
ideals.

I wish Professor Saveri and his band of colleagues at the Centre for Performing Arts all
success in their efforts of Kalai Thoothu and promoting peace and harmony in the country.
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INSTITUT FUR DOGMATIK GESCHWISTER-SCHOLL-PLATZ 1

KATHOLISCH-THEOLOGISCHE FAKULTAT 80539 MUNCHEN
DER UNIVERSITAT MUNCHEN TELEFON 2180-3286
PROF. DR. PETER NEUNER Fax: (0 89) 21 80-32 86

email: Peter.Neuner@lrz.uni-muenchen.c§e
Miinchen, 18. Februar 1999

Prof. Dr. Peter Neuner
University of Munich
Dean of Faculty of Theology

Lieber Herr Dr. Saveri,

Zu Threm 60. Geburtstag mochte ich Thnen von Herzen gratulieren und Thnen fiir Thren
personlichen Weg und fiir Thr Werk alles Gute und Gottes reichen Segen wiinschen. Sie
leisten im Centre for Performing Arts einen wichtigen Beitrag fiir das gegenseitige
Verstdndnis von Menschen verschiedener ethnischer Herkunft, Religion, Sprache, Bildung
und Klasse. Dabei wird etwas realisiert, was in der christlichen Uberlieferung mit den
Begriffen Katholizitat und Okumene bezeichnet wird. Und um diese Wirklichkeiten ringt die
christliche Kirche seit ihrem Bestehen.

Es hat sich in der theologischen Diskussion eingebiirgert, den Weg von der biblischen
Verkiindigung hin zu den Dogmen der frithen Kirche mit groBer Skepsis zu betrachten. In der
Bibel, so sagt man, begegnet der lebendige Gott, in den Dogmen haben wir nur noch
philosophische Formeln und lebensfremde Begriffe, die dazu dienten, all jene zu verurteilen,
die ihren Glauben darin nicht wiederfinden konnten. Und zudem sind sie in einer Sprache

formuliert, die wir heute einfach nicht mehr verstehen.

Niemand bezweifelt heute, daB der Weg von der Bibel zum Dogma, die sogenannte
Hellenisierung des Christentums, einen tiefen Einschnitt in der Geschichte der frithen Kirche
bedeutete. Dennoch kann ich darin nicht einfachhin einen Abfall erblicken. Vielmehr sehe ich
hier den aufregendsten und bewegendsten ProzeB einer Inkulturation in ein anderes Denk- und
Sprechsystem - bisher ohne historische Parallele. Die Hellenisierung war die Bemithung, die
Verkiindigung Jesu in einer vollig verdnderten Welt neu und - wie die Christenheit tiberzeugt
ist - dennoch sachgerecht auszusagen. Natiirlich hatte dieser Ubersetzungprozef seinen Preis,
und dieser war erheblich. Aber es wiére widerspriichlich, heute die Inkulturation zu fordern,
die Hellenisierung in der frithen Kirche dagegen prinzipiell als illegitim abzutun. Und ebenso
falsch wire es zu sagen, die Hellenisierung in der Formulierung der friihchristlichen Dogmen
sei legitim gewesen, heute dagegen diirfe ein #hnlicher Vorgang nicht mehr stattfinden.
Inkulturation war damals und ist heute ein notwendiger, die Kirche immer in Anspruch

nehmender, niemals abgeschlossener Prozef.




Seit der Zeit des Hellenismus ist die christliche Botschaft niemals wieder in gleicher Weise
durch ihr fremde Kulturen herausgefordert worden. Sicher ist sie neuen Fragen begegnet und
im Laufe ihrer Geschichte in unterschiedliche Kulturkreise eingedrungen und hat dabei
vielfiltige Umgestaltungen erfahren. Doch bei all diesen Begegnungen waren das Christentum
und seine Vertreter kulturell oder zumindest militirisch tUberlegen, sowohl in der
Germanenmission als spiter in Nordamerika, in Stidamerika, in Afrika. Das Christentum
behielt die Prigung bei, die es im Prozef der Hellenisierung angenommen hatte. Es

exportierte seine abendléndische Gestalt und machte sie universal verbindlich.

In der Gegenwart aber trifft die christliche Botschaft auf Kulturen, die ihr keineswegs
unterlegen sind, die teilweise sogar eine 4ltere und lingere Tradition aufweisen, und zwar in
" Asien. Insbesondere in Indien und Sri Lanka, und aller Voraussicht nach sehr bald auch in
China, vollzieht sich derzeit ein ProzeB, der historisch allein mit der Hellenisierung
vergleichbar ist. Erstmals seit mehr als 1500 Jahren steht das Christentum in der Situation,
daB es Kulturen, auf die es trifft, nicht fundamental umzugestalten und sie dem
abendlindischen Denken zu 6ffnen vermag, daB es seine Botschaft vielmehr mittels deren
Denkformen und Ausdrucksmitteln neu formulieren mufl. Es begegnet in diesen Ortskirchen
Religionen, die ihm keineswegs unterlegen sind, und die ihm ihr Gepridge aufzudriicken
vermdgen. Das II. Vatikanische Konzil hat die Selbstindigkeit der Ortskirchen anerkannt.
Siidamerika war der erste Kontinent, in dem dies in breiterem Umfang Friichte trug. Aber es
war dort immer noch weithin die europiisch-abendlandische Kultur, die zur Entfaltung der
Theologie der Befreiung fiihrte. Mir scheint, daB die Fiihrungsrolle in diesem Prozef3
inzwischen auf die indische Theologie und Kirche iibergegangen ist. Wahrscheinlich wird sich
die Gestalt der christlichen Botschaft, die derzeit in Indien und Sri Lanka entsteht, von der
traditionell abendlindischen nicht weniger unterscheiden, als das Glaubensbekenntnis der
Alten Kirche von der Botschaft Jesu vom Reiche Gottes. Gerade in Asien ist die Christenheit
heute herausgefordert, mit dhnlichem Mut und mit der Phantasie, wie sie die Alte Kirche

bestimmten, ihre Botschaft neu auszusagen.

Lieber Herr Professor Saveri. Sie haben sich als Direktor des ,,Centre for Performing Arts*
darum verdient gemacht, da die authentische asiatische Kultur lebendig bleibt und daf}
unterschiedliche religidse, ethnische und kulturelle Entwicklungen einander treffen, sich
verstehen und schitzen lernen. Ich bin iberzeugt, daBl dadurch auch die Begegnung von
christlicher Botschaft und asiatischem Denken befruchtet wird. Ich bin stolz, daB} ich in der
Vorberéimng auf den Weg, den Sie hier gegangen sind, ein klein wenig mitwirken durfte.

Mit einem herzlichen Gliickwunsch bin ich in alter Verbundenheit

Ihr

Peter Neuner
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From the National Newspapers

The Northerners invaded the southern stage and stormed the audience with a spell-bound 65 Minutes. performance
of technology. Outside the stage the Catholic priest adorned on his forehead a ‘sandal pottu’ which is not normally
worn by the clergy of the faith. Here was a departure again.

m 14 March 1993

Fr. Saveri is also of the view that certain suitable and harmonic elements could be selected and culled from the
traditional forms and blended to give birth to a new form, rooted in tradition.

sm 0hserver 4 April 1993

Fr. Saveri has launched a well-nigh trailblazing project of the dramatization of the entire Bible.

11 April 1993

“Where there are people like Fr. Saveri to carry the torch, the goal of compassionate and
peaceful unity seems well in sight...”

Talent surfaces in strange places under strange circumstances. The genesis and history of the Centre for Perform-
ing Arts reads like a legend in which creativity flowers in a war-torn city, bringing together young and old, to
transform a bombed house building into a theatre for drama, music, song and dance.There is plenty of scope for
those with talent, and what Fr.Saveri aims at is not only proficiency in the performing arts, but a critical apprecia-

tion of drama and theatre through concurrent activities such as programme monitoring and critical appreciation.

SOCIAL JUSTICE  May 1993

SORVEETD SHd L6068’
S utsy uIfuOEIm emoiIUDLmU g yeob Auisibs waiafs Cunbpdsss ameuls Budkd G
gy Buéean sonBd nfus Ceafwi CunppisDeTiuaty Bamrs emweaiard et , s ubd CanswL
Sl ungac e Gouewihib.

E] Iﬁﬂj"@l 11.4.96

Fr.Saveri’s dynamic organising ability and his practical and pragmatic approach towards the artistes in the Centre
has won for him the admiration of everyone particularly the youngsters. In fact, the techniques which he adopts in
producing the stage plays and dramas have influenced, inspired and transformed everyone who participate in the
dramas.

Baily’

Tirumarai Kalamanram is a drama group with the aim of promoting social awareness. Headed by an academic,
Prof. (Fr.) N.M. Saveri and with young and committed members, it is today one of the few cultural organisations
functioning in the Jaffna peninsula and the Wanni, and by that very fact the only one that is performing in the
entire country. '

August 16,1997
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THE ORIGINS AND GROWTH OF JOURNALISM
IN THE TAMIL LANGUAGE IN SRI LANKA

There is no record of the
existence of Tamil News Papers
" in Sri Lanka(Ceylon) before the
advent of the British rulers in
1796.! However, even after the
occuption of the island by the
British there was a considerable
interval before newspapers in
Tamil appeared®.In the north of
Sri Lanka, peopled mostly by
Tamils, an English newspaper
filled a void. It was called the
Ceylon Freeman, founded in
Jaffna in 1862, which anyway
became extinct soon after
wards.But its successor the
Ceylon Patrior®,founded in
1863,and published weekly in
Jaffna, the nothernmost town of
Srilanka then, lasted longer. In the
busy nothern peninsula, again
another weekly in Enlish the
Catholic Guardian was published
in 1876, and the Hindu Organ
also came out in English as a
weekly.

The Morning Star, a Protes
tant news organ, published both
in English and Tamil on a
fortnightly basis in 1841broke
fresh ground coming out in Tamil
too*.At Batticaloa in the island's
eastern coast, another Tamil town,
a highly remarkably got up
Wesleyan newsheet entitled The

Lamp appeared periodically,
again catering mostly to the
Tamil Christian population there.

Publication of newspapers in
Tamil were slow to follow, and
as we can notice the pioneering
newspapers in the language bore
a religious orientation generally.
These newspapers formed
principally a part of the Christian
missionary effort’, to propagate
their faiths, and naturally catered
to a clientele who belonged to
their respective denominato
ins.To this Chriatian effort, Hind
us responded with their publi
cations. The focus of these early
publications naturally riveted on
sectari an religious thinking
mainly, although with the passage
of time, material of a social,
economic and political hue too
found a place in the publications.

A reason for these religious
groups first venturing into
creation of English publications

. was that most of the educated

Tamil peoples read the English
newspapers. English education
had relatively flourished well
among the Tamil people of Sri
Lanka because missionary
enterprise had accounted for the
setting up of English schools,

Frofessor Bertram Bastiampillai
Dept. of History and Political Science
University of Colombo, Sri Lanka

partly as a media for conversion,
and an English reading public was
available both in the North mostly
and to a somewhat lesser extent
in the East.® Nevertheless, it is
remarkable that the first
newspaper, published in Tamil,
the Morning Star, had been
founded indeed as early as in
1841 and vigorously continued to
flourish later . The Tamil
newspapers catered also however,
to the large mass of the local
peoples who either could not read
English or had a limited Know
ledge of that laguage.

Tamil newspaper publication
had a boost through a community
other than that of the Tamils. The
Moors (Muslims) and others who
followed Islam in Sri Lanka as
their faith had a number of people
among them who used in every
day life the Tamil language.” A
newspaper in the interests of this
community composed of the
adherents of Islam had neces
sarily to be published then in the
Tamil langunage to supply their
needs for information. The
Muslim Friend was founded as a
consequence through the exertion
of the leading members of the
Islamic community of the popu




lation of Sri Lanka. The Muslim
Friend was an exclusive Tamil
publication and was issued bi-
weekly.® The journal was
established primarily in the
interests of all those who
followed the Islamic faith. The
newspaper aimed at conserving
the interests and safeguarding the
rights of those following Islam
throughout the island. Its news
service was responsible for and
representative in presenting
information and the newspaper
had a well maintained circulation,
naturally among the Tamil
speaking Muslims.

In the field of journalism the
path had already been pointed out
to the Muslims by Buddhist and
Hindu revivalists who had
discovered the effectiveness of
journalism as a means of
espousing their Faiths. A Muslim
leader Siddi Lebbe took the
pioneering step of establishing
the Muslim Neisan, a news organ
that grew to be popular and
became particularly note worthy
in the 1880.° Thus, both in the
Hindu and Muslim religio-
cultural reawakenings in the
island, jornalistic endeavours
were well utilised in their
respective efforts at furthering the
cause of advancing a salient,
strong religious and cultural
conscio usness among their
respective communities. The
Muslim Neisan appearing in the
Tamil language was specifically
aimed at a Muslim readership and
the message conveyed was to lead
to a reawakening and regene
ration of their ethos in a multi
ethnic society.

The lead given by Siddi Lebbe
with the Muslim newspaper was
soon followed by other Muslim
entrepreneurs, and several other
Muslim sponsored newspapers
and journals in Tamil and English
appeared in the wake during the
next years.'” But like some of the
newspapersor journals put out in
Tamil by Hindus as well as by
other religionists these news
papers and publications often
lacked staying power. The
reasons for the transient nature of
these news publications were that
the sponsors of these news organs
had to grapple continuously with
difficulties posed by a lack of
expertise, and production not only
in respect of technical aspects but
also in regard to much of editorial
work and reporting had to depend
on the contributions made by
personnel drawn from other
ethnic and religious groups. This
was a situation that could hardly
be ideal to suit journalistic
endeavours devoted to the
espousal of sectarian causes.

Moreover, hardly any of these
type of Tamil news publications
became really financially viable
ever. But Tamil newspapers of
another character relatively
enjoyed a greater circulation,
although even they remained
linguistically and sometimes
territorially targeted to a restricted
readership. There were also
internal conflicts with in the gro-
ups that were responsible for the
production of these types of news
publications which accounted for
their collapse. For example, in
such unhealthy circumstances
was the new newspaper Asiawaap

turned out in Tamil in 1900 to be
as a rival to the Muslim Neisan.

In spite of such deficiencies,
Muslim Tamil newspaper proved
to be relevant and important in the
development of the Muslim
ethnocultural revivalist move
ment at the beginning of modern
times by the end of the 19®
century in the island. These
newspapers articulated the
pressing needs of a community
which was now gearing them
selves to adapt their peoples to
changing conditions. Also,
significantly these Muslim Tamil
newspapers brought to the
Muslim community, within Sri
Lanka, news about their coreligi-
onists elsewhere in the world. The
local Muslims thus grew to be
aware of developments in other
Islamic lands, and tended to be
pan Islamic in thinking, which
made these newspapers have an
important impact on Muslim
thought and attitude in Sri Lanka.
It is no doubt true to conclude that
Muslim revivalism was to a great
extent sponsored through Tamil
language newspapers as much as
Hindu resurgence was fostered by
Hindu Tamil news publications.

The relative weakness of both
Hindu and Muslim Tamil news
papers in the Island in the late
19th and early 20th centuries
when compared with either the
Catholic or Christian news
publications in Tamil can be
easily understood. The Catholic
or Christian newspapers bene
fited from stronger and more
sophisticated expertise and
greater skill. The missionaries,
especially the foreigners, knew
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about newspapers and their
production better than the
indigenous activists among
Hindus and Muslims. Further
more, the missionaries could
draw upon larger capital resour
ces and could expect an assured
clientele for their news publi
cations from a captive flock
assembled at religious services
that were regularly organised and
conducted in designated places.
They had a more cohesive
enrolled readership among whom
sales of newspapers could be
more assured and even costs of
production could be subsidised
from back up capital, sometimes
received from overseas based
headquarters of the different
missions.

Those newspapers in Tamil,
although with a sharp focus on
religious matters, gradually
extended their coverage to
include social, ethical and
educational material.'’ Such
transformation made the
publications encompass a variety
of information that proved to be
more interesting to the readership.
Even governmental and
administrative affairs impinging
on education or ethical issues and
such questions came to be
discssed although from areligious
point of view primarily. But such
an input made the newspapers

even more desirable readble, and

they began to influence the
thinking and shape the opinion of
the reading public gradually, but
surely and steadily. However,
these Tamil newspapers had a
readership confined largely to
certain geographical areas of the

island and with their sectarian
impress limited to a definite and
small category of peoples. They
did not command an Islandwide
reach, and only the minority of
Tamils and Tamil reading

Muslims patronised these
newspapers in the Tamil
language.

Of course, these early Tamil
newspapers through their articles
contributed towards the
strengthening of a distinctive
prose style in Tamil writing and
thereby wielded a positive
influence on Tamil language and
literary developement. The
Udaya Tarakai or the Morning
Star founded in 1841, the Paliyar
Nesan, the Katholika Pathu
kavalan or the Catholic Guardian
and the Indu Sathanam were
among such early newspapers or
journals that popularised the
usage of livel Tamil prose
vigorously devoted primarily to
propagandist themes in religion,
and at times the style of writing
was even absolutely polemical.

The Tamil press enjoyed a fair
circulation on the whole, and as
a result brought modern
knowledge and information
within the reach of a substantial
proportion, albeit of the Tamil
reading population.’? A smaller
group of the Tamil reading public
were additionally able to gain an
acquaintance with professional
skills in printing and publishing.
More significantly, when Tamil
medium schools were like a blind
alley that usually would lead one
nowhere, and the vernacular
educated people had to occupy
lower levels of the occupational

and social strata, the articulate
elements among them, however,
could ventilate their resentment
with the conditions of the alien
colonial order, mainly through the
means of the Tamil newspapers
and publications.

One of the serious problems
that was encountered by these
early news publications in the
Tamil language arose over
viability. Apart from the
constraints placed by inadequacy
of commercial profits which were
not easy to come by with a
restricted readership and a
consequently limited circulation,
the producers of Tamil news
weeklies, fortnightlies and other
publications also had to contend
with a lack of trained staff who
were adequately competent and
versed in the technicalities of
newspaper producation, adver
tising, circulation and marketing,
The approach to Tamil newspaper
producation in the early stages
was mostly amateurish. Publi
shers often were inspired by a sort
of romantic adventurism which
alone was inadequate to sustain a
newspaper.

Anyway for the record, it is
worthwhile chronicling some
information on Tamil newspapers
starting from the 19th century.'?
Already reference has been made
to Udaya Tharakai (Morning
Star) which commenced publi
cation in 1841. The Paliyar
Nesan has been noticed earlier. It
was commenced as an infrequent
publication for children, as its title
indicates, by William Sinna
thamby in 1859, but came out
more regularly from 1865. A
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children’s newspaper then is
indeed remarkable; There
followed the Lanka Guardian or
Ilankai Pathukavalan in 1868.
Between 1869 and 1873 there
sprouted three other publications
devoted to publishing news in
Tamil . The earlier mentioned
Catholic Guardian or Katholika
Pathukavalan which made its
advent in 1876 continued to wax
strong like the Morning Star into
the 20th Century. Both the
Morning Star and the Catholic
Guardian grew into durable news
organs of the Protestants and the
Roman Catholics respectively,
and stood the test of time.
Propped by missionary zealous
support these news publications
had an assured readership of the
followers of the espoused Faiths,
and later on ventured to deal with
temporal matters such as politics,
education and matters of regional
and even national interest, but
invariably from a religious and
moral standpoint.

The Ilankai Nesan began
publication in 1877 while the
more famous Muslim Neisan, of
which we have discussed already,
followed in 1882. In between, in
1880, another unusual publication
for that time too appeared. A
publication, as its title indicates,
focusing on science called the
Vignana Varthini was published
in 1882 once again indicating an
interesting trend towards
producing more erudite and
specialised news publications.
More sectarian however was the
next in line to follow in 1884
named the Siva Abhimani, and
then in 1885 came out the

publication, Sanmarkka Pothani.
The Sarvajana Nesan was more
universalistic in its scope and
objectives, at least as the far as
the title makes its objective clear.
This was produced in 1886.

In 1886 and 1889 a Tamil
publication, and more specially a
Muslim publication in Tamil,
appeared on the journalistic
scene. The Hindu Sathanam
dealing with Hindu affairs came
out in 1890 and another
publication devoted to Islam and
the Muslim community was
produced in the same year. The
Island Mithiran or Islamic Friend
followed in 1893 while in 1896
the Manavan or Student made its
debut. Altogether twenty news
sheets or publications in Tamil,
catering to Hindus, Muslims, and
Tamil Christians had sprung up
in the latter half of the 19th
century. This was indeed prolific
for a small area and number of
Tamil reading people; but it
indicates the commendable
amount of literate beings among
them.

There were some publications
of a more secular nature too, and
a few meant to reach a special
segment of readers as their
contents indicat€. Altogether, a
large array of news publications
indicating a remarkable surge of
interest in them had been turned
out in this period in the Tamil
language, and to meet the needs
of a relatively small population.
Of course, the question one poses
is how long did these publications
survive. Evidently not so long.
Out of the twenty publications it
is possible to gain a knowledge

of fourteen of them today, and of
the other six one learns mainly
from other news publications.
They lasted all too briefly.

There were at that period three
monthly publications. The Editor
ofthe Sanmarkka Pothani was S.
Thambimuttupillai; it was a
publication of four pages and
produced in Atchuvely off Jaffna
town in the northen peninsula of
Sri Lanka. The Manavan
admirably illustrates the
journalistic enterprise of the
entrepreneurs of Eastern Sri
Lanka. But it was not a newsheet
for the students as the name
implied. It was produced from the
Wesleyan Mission Press by one
M.S. Bawa for the Young
Christian Movement on 14March
1896. Although so much in
production this publication seems
to have received remarkable
Muslim support. It is illustrative
of the Muslim-Tamil cordiality
that prevailed in those days, whén
ethnic disharmony was not the
order of the time.

Among the fotnightly publi
cations figure the Morning Star
founded in Jaffna, as mentioned
before, and released on the first
and third Thursday of a month.
The Lanka Nesan was edited
first by H.H. Sinnathamby from
1877 and was issued from Jaffna
twice in a month. the Islamic
Friend or Islam Mithiran was
published in the capital city of
Colombo from 1893 onwards,
and was more metropolitan in its
coverage and outlook.

We can count among the
weekly publications the Paliyar
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Nesan, and the Sanmarkka
Pothani. Both these newsheets
originated in Jaffna. Some of the
other publications such as the
Manavan from Batticaloa also
turned later on into weekly issues.
From Colombo too, a weekly
newsheet in Tamil appeared
called the Puthinathipathi edited
by K. Appathurai while Puthina
lankari came out in print in
Colombo from 1873 onwards on
Saturdays. the latter was edited by
Wappu Maraikar Neinda
Maraikar. The Muslim Neisan of
Siddi Lebbe of course was better
known: it was a weekly and quite
regular for six years, and later on
it was continued by other Muslim
enterpreneurs in the field of

journalism. It is recalled today for .

its role in a notable Muslim
national and cultural revival. -

A significant truth that
emerges from the journalistic
enterprises of the Tamils and
Muslims in the last century is the
strong sense of cordiality and
harmony that had existed between
these two communities who
published in Tamil their newsheet
both in the North and the East.
Some newspapers published by
Muslims did not have either any
solely religious or sectarian bias
and were acceptable to a wider
Tamil readership, and quite a few
of them were based in Colombo.

A clear indication from all
these publications is the intense
interest in newspapers published
in Tamil seen both among the
Tamils and Muslims. Quite soon,
they had grown to recognise the
value of newspapers as vehicles
to communicate ideas to their

respective communities in the
Island. Despite commercial
failures, yet in an undaunted
manner, both Mustims and Tamils
showed a continuing flair for
journalism, even though the
quality of a few may not measure
high by today’s standards and
style. Moreover, such a number
of newspaper publications also
lend testimony to the presence of
an alive and alert literate reader
ship in Tamil.

The fact that newspapers can
influence opinions, change
convictions and bring around a
conversion in thought and
practice among people was
understood and acted upon during
an early period in the history of
newspapers among the Tamils
and Muslims. The literary quality
of these journals has been praised
by critics, and their editors often
were men of erudition and stature
among the local Muslim or Tamil
communities commanding resp
ect. Their production was of
commendable character in those
times although the style of
journalism, reporting and com
ment differ in comparison when
contrasted with the Tamil news
papers available today.

Their comments or editorials
were often didactic and mora
lising based on ethics and moral

_ norms, prescribing the path to

follow when choosing alternative
attitudes towards a topical prob
lem or one of enduring signifi
cance. Articles of literary quality
were common and educative in
intent and content. Clearly the
feeling is inescapable that
publications of the newspapers in

Tamil in those days was often
weighted in favour of the
educated elite rather than the
ordinary working folk. Salacious
publications were hardly heard of
since the leadership of both the
Tamil and Muslim communities
were strictly orthodox, nay even
sometimes puritanical in those
days, and would not have
permitted publications of lesser
character or impure content. But
polemic and debate on religious,
social and political issues
prevailed at times in publications,
giving to the news sheets a lively
quality that could engage the
interest of an eager reader.
Journalism was recognised as a
means of bringing to the notice
of authorities problems that
affected the public and calling for
relief, or redress.

The development of
journalism and newspaper
publications in Tamil in the 20th
century in Sri Lanka need not be
recapitulated in detail since it is
better known and more familiar.
However, in general the fertile
tradition of publication which
manifested itself in the latter half
of the nineteenth century flouri
shed with greater vigour in the
years up to 1948 when Sri Lanka
gained her independence, and
publication of newspapers and
journals proliferated during the
post independence years too. A
fillip was given to the growth of
the circulation of Tamil news
papers and to their greater popula
rity among the Tamil readership
when education came to be
imparted through the Tamil
medium from the latter half of the
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1950 onwards. Following the
developement of a national
consciousness in the 20th century
and an assertion of a distinctive
Tamil identity as well as the use
of the Tamil language in greater
measure in business and admini
stration, Tamil newspapers
gained wider and increased
circulation among a larger reader
ship.

The 20th century, and more
pointedly the post independence
years, witnessed a proliferation of
newspapers in Tamil of a political
complexion. These politically
oriented newspapers were often
organs of parties but were not
solely of sectarian parties but
were even substantial publi
cations in Tamil of the Sri Lanka
national parties wooing the
minorities, both Tamil and
Muslim.

A survey of these Tamil
newspapers of a political chara
cter constitutes a separate study,
but it can be said briefly that
examples of such news organs are
Tamilan Kural which portrayed
the ideologies and views of the
All Ceylon Tamil Congress; the
Suthanthiran, that publicised the
thought and policies of the
Federal Party, but was owned by
the party leader S.J.V.Chelvana
yakam, and the FEeelanatham
which was the newspaper read in
the recent past in nothern Sri
Lanka, and later was turned to be
representative of the ideas of the
anti-government Tamil militant
group that remains intractably
opposed to the Sri Lankan
government. The entire press was
shifted during exodus of civilians

from the peninsula to the Vanni
area; and under the militants the
paper on return to the peninsula
came out but between a longer
interval.

The Tamils of more recent
Indian origin, mostly descendants
of South Indian labourers, who
were introduced by the British
colonial rulers from the early
nineteenth century to work first
on coffee, and later the tea and
rubber plantations,'* had Tamil
newspapers specially targeted to
meet their concerns and interests.
There was the Congress News, an
organ of the large and infludential
trade union and political body ,the
Ceylon Workers Congress.
Earlier there too had been Seithi
devoted to the news dealing with
these hill country Tamils which
was published by Nagalingam
from Gurudeniya in Kandy
situated in the Island’s central
highlands. Similarly the Sri
Lanka Muslim Congress and the
Muslim United Liberation Front
published their papers called the
Muslim Congress and the Muslim
Front respectively.

The development of numerous
newspapers in Tamil in the 20th
century could be ascribed to the
attainment of high widespread
literacy by the Tamil reading
population and the strongly
established tradition of
newspapers in the earlier century.
Newspapers had become a
culturally familiar mechanism of
discourse and controversies:
sometimes of cultural, sometimes
social or political sustained
debate. Articles and editorials
were formulated in response to

the new perceived needs of an

1identity conscious readership, and

also invariably informed and
influenced mass opinion among
the Tamil newspaper readership
at a time when national
movements were in vogue and
advances were being made in
gaining greater and more active
participation in government.

Today, among the national
daily newspapers, the two Tamil
publications, the Thinakaran and
the Virakesari number as
significant daily papers. '* They
also have Sunday editions which
provide more recreational and
cultural information on sports and
the arts along with serious literary
discussions too. The daily papers
on the other hand disseminate
news, offer editorial comment on
topical issues, and give extensive
coverage of regional and interna
tional matters. There was another
daily, the Thinapathy whose
Sunday edition was called the
Chinthamani, both of which
folded up some years ago when
the publishing company disconti
nued newspaper production.

At the level of the northern
province of the Island there was
the Eelanadu, its precursor was
Eelakesari, published in Jaff-
na.This was a newspaper of sound
quality and repute and was well
patronised, particularly by the
discriminating reader. Later on, it
was appropriated and trans
formed to be the Eeelanatham by
the militans. Then there followed
the Eelamurasu, the Uthayan, and
the Murasoli.

At present with an ethnic
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conflict raging'®and the militants
laying down conditions to govern
public life in the North and East
there apparently seems no way
of expressing views uninhi
bitedly, and newspapers among
the Tamil peoples in the Island’s
North-East have not generally had
a smooth time. The Virakesari, a
national newspaper published
from Colombo, also releases on
Fridays a weekly publication of
light reading material called the
Mithiran. Today in the North and
East owing to the unsettled
conditions newspapers have
experienced hard times and for
general information and comment
the Tamil reader has to look up to
the Colombo based two national
newspapers and their Sunday
editions. Tamil journalism in the
North East Tamil areas is
relatively facing a lean period
indeed, and even the national
publications are not easy to get
there owing to difficulties of
transport and the control
exercised by the militants. More
recently mushr oomed in Jaffna
peninsula Suriya kanthi, but it
folded up quickly owing to
disputes among the owners.

Newspapers in Tamil origina
ting among the Tamils, the hill
country Tamils, who were later
immigrants as described earlier,
and the Muslims have been
thriving however during most of
the 20th century, thus following
atrend set in the latter part of the
19th century when newspapers in
Tamil were first introduced to the
Tamil reading public of Sri
Lanka. The newspapers gave to
Tamil prose a special vigour and

a racy idiom and it enriched the
language as well as its
adaptability for new purposes in
communication and
dissemination of information.
The Tamil reading public were
kept informed of developments
within the areas inhabited by
them and more valuably of the
happenings at the national, the
regional and global levels. The
Tamil newspapers, as much as the
Sinhalese and English news
papers, turned out to be vehicles
for conveying nationalist sentime
nts and ideologies. They also
provided political commentaries
that influenced thinking and
contributed to mould and make
opinion.

Today the Tamil newspapers,
particularly those at the national
level, cover social and economic
issues, financial and business
matters, and have thereby become
indispensable not only to the
general but also to the specialist
reader. Of course, as newspapers
they are very much bound by
guidelines expected in practice
generally by the state or the
management as the case may be,
and while editors have shown
journalistic competence they do
not appear to enjoy so much room
to exercise editorial indepe
ndence. Their skills have been
spent more on honing language,

‘style and presentation rather than

on free or critical independent
comment.

The function and roles of
Tamil journalism were important
reflecting as they did the views
and wants of the minorities in Sri
Lankan society especially since

Tamil newspapers became
progressively even more
pervasive elements in the social
life of the minorities.!” These
Tamil newspapers and journa
listic publications indicated the
ways by which Tamil and Muslim
cultures imprinted themselves
upon their communication and
how their communication in turn
was influenced by their respective
cultures which were in various
ways different from the culture of
the majority, the Sinhalese,
mostly Buddhists, in Sri Lankan
society.

Furthermore, as time pro
gressed, and in more recent times,
journalism in Tamil began to
contribute to and reflect the
tensions and conflicts of Sri
Lankan Society, even through
regional newspaper publi
cations.'® And the influence of
Tamil newspapers in Tamil and
Muslim Societies in Sri Lanka
cannot be accurately assessed
purely from the sales of those
publications alone because one
newspaper is read by many in
places like community and
cultural centres where numbers
gather together. Journalism in
Tamil has wielded a strong
influence upon the thinking,
attitudes and actions of the
minorities, both Tamils and
Muslims, in a multi-ethnic, multi-
lingual, and multi-religious
country.

There has been vibrant
tradition of Tamil Journalism that
had waxed strong over the years
despite the vicissitudes which
characterised a challenging
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period in history. The Tamil
newspapers had to contend with
British colonial rule and
nationalism that confronted it,
they had to survive the times of
two world wars, and worse, exist
through the current years when
militants ranged themselves

against the government even
during years when Indian peace
keeping forces exercised
“control” over the northern and
estern, mainly Tamil peopled,
areas. Tamil journalism adapted
itself to changing circumstances
and to a varying milieu thereby

unabatedly influencing opinion
and making opinion among the
reading public, and these
newspapers mean much in the
story of journalism in Sri Lanka
in the 19th and 20th centuries.

(Since this article was
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completed new newspapers in
Tamil have sprung up. They are
not discussed here)

exhibiting its virile resilience.
Tamil newspapers continued
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1st November, 1971,

This is to certify that Rev. Pr. N. Marie
Saverimuttu has written and produced several catholic
programmes in Tamil, for the Pamil Service of the
Ceylon Broadcasting Corporation, for the past several
years. These programmes have been of a very high
standard and were highly appreciated by the listeners,

Wwhen His Holiness/Pope Paul fﬁth/graced
Ceylon by his visit on 4th December 1970, a full
Radio Coverage was given at the Bandaranaike
International Apir Port in connection with his visit
to Ceylon and departure from there, Pr. Saverimuttu
was one of those invited to do the commentary in
regard to the visit of His Holiness the Pope. He
contributed in no small measure to make this event a
grea¥ success,

/-

(K.S. Nadarajah)
Director, Tamil Service.
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This is5 to state that Rev.Fr.H.M.Saveri has done

two years of Philosophy at the national seminary.

# %A Jrs

e was &n excellent student.

Bishop of Jalfna
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