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A FRIEND OR TWO

There's all of pleasure and all of peace
In a frieid or lwo:

And all your roubles gay [find release
I« [friend or fwo;

Its in the grip of lhe clasping hand
On nalive soil ov i ahen land:

Bt the world is made—ds you wunderstand
Of & friend or two.

A song to sing and a crust to share
With e friend or tfwo:

A smile fosive and a griel fo bear
With a friend or lwo;

A voad fo walk and a goal to win.
An  inglenook to find comifort in

A pipe o smoke and @ yarn fo spin
With « friend ov tuwe.

Wilbur D, Neshit
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EDITORIAL NOTES
The Proposed visil to our Old Eoys i Malaya.

We are very glad to announce that a strong
delegation from the college consisting of the Rev.
H. Peto M. 4., Prncipal, Rev. J. T. Arulanan-
tham, B.gc. Vice-prineipal, and Mr. E. M. Ponnudu-
rai, B sc. of the College Stafl will visit the Old
Bovs in Malaya during the Faster vacation. We
invite the attention of Old Boys in Malaya to
the letter from the FPrincipal to the Malayan
0Old Boys.

We are sure that the delegation will receive
a very warm welcome from Old Boys and friends
thronghout the length and breadth of that
great country.

We recall in this cennection the former visits

to Malaya by representatives of the college, Mr.
T. H. Crossetle, in 1914, Rev. Jacoh Thompson
in 1915 and though not primarily to wisit Old
eBoys, recent visits by other members of the
staff who have all brought back happy recol-
lectionz of the kind hospitality that is character-
istic of our counlry-men across the seas.

Apart from other considerations, we believe
* that this visit will strengthen the ties between
the college and its alumni. It is really a kind
of taking the college {o those who do not get
any opportunity of visiting their Alma Mater
for lung spells of time, It miust be a source of
inspiration to Old Boys to have the message of
the college thus personally carried to them
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and, no doubt, it is a source of strength  to
the college to feel the lovalty and support of
its older members. :

Most of the Old Boys will have opportuni-
ties of meeting the delegation and learning from
them of the vast strides of progress made by
the college in recent years in various directions,
notably the extensions of last year. Parents of
present boys too, among whom we count a good
number, will like to meet those who are hav-
ing their sons in their charge. And the delega-
tion will renew old friendships and form new enes
for St. John's.

We wish the Principal and his colleagues
bon voyage, a happy sojourn in the midst of our
Old Boys and we shall look forward to hear-
ing from them a splendid narrative of their
trip.

&% = &

We reproduce elsewhere in this magazine
some extracts from a short but careful survey
of the DEducational System of Japan written by
Mr. K. Nesiah and published in hooklet form
by the Northern Province Teachers’ Association.

A perusal of this timely publication sug-
gests some obvious lessons for Ceylon. There
is 9958 percent literacy in Japan, though her
population is seventy millions : elementary edu-
cation, from the age of six to fourteen, is free
and compulsory ; a liberal system of public and
private scholarships makes it possible for any
deserving pupil to have the advantage of almost
any kind of higher education, secondary, technical
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or University. Japan spends from public revenues
nearly Yen 600 million (a Yen is almost 80 cts)
on her education which is a higher amount than
her normal expenditure on her huge army or navy;
but roughly speaking the cost 5f Elementary edu-
cation is borne by town and willage authorities,
the same authorities are responsible for the con-
tinuation schools, the provincial governments
meet the cost of secondary and technical edu-
cation, while the national treasury finances all
higher education.

The fact that all education from the Kin-
dergarten to post graduate research is conducted
through the medium of the mother-tongue makes
it possible to devote less time to that language
and what is mare, to intreduce many subjects
in the curriculum. An interesting point is the
greater popularity of technical and commercial
education compared with Academic Secondary
education and the consequent absence of upe
employmient.

Physical education for boys and girls is a
conspicuous feature, as also, the revival of ancient
national physical exercises

Japan would really seem to he an illustration
of the success of an education of the people, by
the people and for the people,

£ * * 3
We have often seen the suggestion urged
that teachers should be prepared both to make a

generpus sacrifice in the matter of salaries and
to devote themselves cempletely in znd out of
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school to this causz. That many of them do
spontaneously give their whole time and energy
in the service of ths schools to which they be-
long 15 an undoubted fact:; but we fail to ses
why of all professions and services, the teachers
alone are singled out for making sacrifices, Per-
haps it is due to the fact that while in many
walks of life it is possible for the individual to
do his work efficiently without any feelings of
love or attachment to his job, the teacher puts
his whole being into his work and bzcomes
wedded to it, and so he lends himself an easy
victim for exploitation by all and sundry because
he loves his work and will not leave it no matter
what happens to his worldly prospects. This
certainly is not a fair attitude on the part of
the public.
* # * *,

It 15 a matter for great regret that the J. S. C.
examination, the offspring of our Department of
Education, nurtured during its infancy, the E. S.
L. C. days, on those who were found unfit for the
consumption of the Cambridge Examination has
shown its infirmity rather in a bad way
when fed by the same stuff as used to be con-
sumed by the Cambridge Examinations.

Itis a funny state of affairs that an exami-
nation set up to test the standard of a certain
class of boys itsell stands condemned for lack of
standardization.

For, there is no doubt in the minds of those,
who are responsible for the preparation of these
boys for the J. S. C. Examination, that the ge.eral
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standard of this class has mnot all of a sudden
deteriorated to such @ marked : degree as the
results of thelast . S. C. Examination, have shown.

We understand that the Director of Education
is tuking great pains to put this examination
on a better basis. It will not only be a creditable
achievement for the Department but it will also
enhance the prestige both of the examination
and of the examined.

&+ * * it

As we go to press we hear of M. Ve EE.
Nathans departure to England on study leave.
Hiz services as District Inspector of English
schools have been highly appreciated by the man-
agers and teachers alike. We wish him all suc-
cess,

AESTHETIC EDUCATION

“The Heavens declare the glory of God and
the firmament sheweth his handiwork”.

Many a man geoes about with his eyves wide
open but fails to see the sublime and the beauti-
ful in nature and Art. The knewledge of what
is great, good and beautiful is a moere useful
acguisition than mere knowledge of dry facts,
To read and understand Poetry has its own use
but to enter into the spirit of the poet and to
transport oneself into the realms of fancy is in-
det?d the proper appreciation of Poetry. Foets,
Pgunters and Sculptors have done more service
to mankind than cynics and critics. It is they,
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who have contributed much towards the amelio-
ration of mankind. Bavelling down the angularit-
ies of a character with aesthetic culture is a
source of immense gopd to Society and a great
boon to an individual, who is by nature, morose aud
dogmatic, Beauty is naturally desired by healthy
imagination. Beuutiful objects of every kind in
pature and art should furnish the materials
for the play of the imaginative faculty, A child
should be trained to give free play to his im-
agination, This' is the reason why readers for
the infants are full of beautifully coloured illus-
trations. Unconsciounsly the child 15 trained to
adlmire and appreciate beautiful things. Short nur-
sery rhymes are taught with the same object.
Life is dull and insipid if the beauties around
us have ne meaning for uz. The neat pictures
hung on the walls and the air of neatness per-
vading the Kindergarten class rooms are all con-
tributing to the same end. Drawing started in
the Kindergarten classes is continued in the high-
er forms and recitation of suitable pieces of
Poetry is included in the curriculam, There are

some, who will not laugh even if Nester says )
the jest be laughable. To them life has lost much
of the charm. Laughter, they. say, aids long-
evity., Musical education forms part of Aesthetic
Education. The claim of Music as an important
part of education took some vears to be recog-
nized as such and now it has come to stay and
to be an integral part of a child’s education. He
that hath no music is fit for treasons, stratapems
and spoils, as Shakespeare puts it. There is much
truth in the statement, Music appeals to the
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finer sentiments in us. If music fails to exer-
cise the wholesome and refining influence a man’s
life is rot perfect. Some say that Music links
God “with man, When Music reaches the highegt
pitch of excellence, they say, it is divine music
and touching pieces of Poetry have the power
to make the divine appear hefore a person, Who
chants them well and with a pure and feeling
heart, We are glad that music is going to be
one of the subjects in every school, Ifit is true that
even wild animals are taken up and tamed by fine
music, how much more powerful must be the influ-
ence of music on the human soul. Though Mu-
sic was highly developed in the East, the West
is fast gaining ground and in the long run the
West may lead and we may have to follow in their
walte. The many years of stagnation, owing to
lack of proper patronage had made Oriental Mu-
sic suffer, With the recognilion the Department
of Education has extended there is hope of our
Music filling its proper place in the education of
our children. It is a matter of commion know-
~ledoe that a child’s cry is stopped and it is hush-
ed to sleep by lullaby, sung by the mother or
nurse. So early in life sweet and melodious songs
have the power to alleviate pain in the case of
a child. This refotes the theory that mind is a
‘tabula rasa.” If the rhyming lines chanted to hush
a child to sleep and to stop its crying could
have such a charm, it is evident, that this inborn
potentiality to appreciale poetry can be made capital
use of for fostering in the child as it grows up, a
great desire for Music. This embryonic taste can
be developed as years roll by and though every
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one cannot bea musician, every one can be train-

ed to appreciate and love Music. What the parents

do for the child at home can be supplemented

by the teacher and a taste for Music can be

created, if systematic lraining is given on judicious

lines I know of casesof children who start dancing

when they hear such songs as admit of dancing
or when aband discourses sweet music. Dancing
is ancillary to Music. Dancing is not generally

taught in schools, but if Music and Dancing can
be taught together. it will develop a co-operation of

Musicowith movements of the body. Dancing is not
having here in Ceylon that popularity which it com-

mands in the West. In our schools “ Kummie ” is

tauglit in the lower classes, but it is not continued in

the higher classes, parlly because the teachers are
as a rule, not competent Lo teach finer move-

menls of the body and partly bacause our pupils

feel that Dancing is meant for little children,

Girlz after ten years are reluctant to learn dan-

cing though there are facilities for it. In Girls’

Boarding Schools dancing is taught now, and any

one who has witnessed their performances will

readily testify to the salutary influence it has not™
only on the control of the limbsto respond to mu-
sic but also as a source of pleasure and discipline.

Dancing was commonly taught in olden days
but died away, and now a revival is afoot and,
in another 25 yearstime. [ won't be surprised if
dancing is made one of Lhe subjects in the cur-
riculum in Tamil, Sinhalese and English schools
in the Island. The rhythmic movements of Dr,
Tagore’s pupils, displayed at the Regal Theatre a
few years back, created such an admiration and
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just appreciation that Uduvil started on the same
{?nes apr?c[ in a few months they had attained to
a high pitch of excellence in the performance. By
‘constant practice;, I am sure, Ud_lml will in a
few years be almest on a par with the_splcndl_d
dancing of Dr. Tagore’s pupils. FPupils !‘ng
and small should be taken out to witness fine
pieces of architecture in our land so that I.l_ley
may admire beauty of form and the conception
that gave birth to such structures. The 1'uir}ed
cities of Ceylon give ample scope for developing
in voung minds a genuine appreciation of the
master conception of those responsible for such
buildings. ‘The exquisite chiselling of rocks in or-
der to bring out Buddha's form can afford food
for thought and admiration of the sculptor’s art.

The power of harmony to enforce the beauty
of melody is generally recognised.

Fovin,

The ¢hild is taken up by gaudy colours. This
accounts lor the infant's grasping at fire or any-
thing glossy, shining or gaudy. The things which
please the child please it without its knowing
the reason why. This is a healthy sign and on
this liking may be built up the appreciation of
grace of form or beauty of colour. Though
every child canhot turn out to be an artist vet
Every one can appreciate beauty of form or beau-
ty of colour and the teacher is only -paving the
way for his children to have a high level of ap-
preciation of the decency in form and colour.
From beauty of esternal appearance of things
the child learns to appreciate beauty of con-
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duct and beauty of mind. Thereby, teaching of
form and appreciation of form is a - fruitful
source of mental culture. Correlation of harmony
in form with harmony in rhythm and harmony
of ahstract qualities of the heart will be a salu-
tary method of mental development.

First wholes and then parts er details are ap-
prehended by the children and they may be made
to draw them and admire the wonderful skill
displayed in its arrangement. The beautiful ap-
pearance that unconsciously catches the admiring
vaze of the children may be a veritable source
of pleasure and amusement in its advanced stage,
Taking the children to theatre halls was consid-
ered some years back detrimental to the moral
training. This idea was specially prevalent in
the North. This idea has now flown to the winds
and today intelligent parents in Jaffna feel that
museums, picture galleries and theatre halls have
their own share of education to impart. The
following are some of the directions in which
aesthetic taste can he developed:—

1. Visiting beautiful buildings in the schopl
neighbourhond and in the other parts of the
Island. The famous Hindu Temples and Vi-
haras and the significance of birds, ani-
mals, &c. cn the domes and minarets of
the Hindu Temples may be viewed and

studied by the pupils with the help of the
teachers.

2, Talkies and dramatic performances may be
witnessed by the pupils.
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Fine picces of prose and poetry should be
read by the teachers in the children’s hear-
ing and the effect noted. A series of these
may swith advantage be tried on the young
minds. Orations of famous orators may be
delivered by the teacher with proper mo-
dulation of voice and the pupils may be made
to imitate the teacher in the delivery.

Pupils may be taken to musical concerts.
Musgeums may be visited.
Gymnastic feats may be witnessed.

Oil-paintings of master painters may be shown.
Pictures of Greel Archilecture and art may be
shown and pupils may be made to draw them.

Beautiful lawns, parks and gardens may be
visited now and then.

Sceneries of mountains and dales. sunrise
and sunset may be shown to the pupils.
'1“he sky with its variegated colours may he
viewed by the pupils in the company of
a competent member of the staff, who can
explain the heauty of the firmament

Last but not the least is the narration of
noble deeds of chivalry and service for the
betterment of the human race. Beauty of
abstract qualities may be appreciated in
this manner. From the external to the in-
ternal may be a salutary transition.

N. S. SAMUEL, B: A.,
: Inspector of Schools.
w
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COLLEGE NOTES,

By THE PRINCIPAL

There is little to vepert so far this term, as
411 our chief events -which have fallen this term
in recent years, have been postponed. The Edu-
cation Department is holding an Education Week
at the end of this term and our Parents’ Day
iz Lo take place then. The Jaffna Schools Sports
Association decided to have all the Cricket mat-
ches this term, and hence our Annual House
Sports have had to be postponed till next term.
As a College we very much regret this adjust
ment of the cricket season. It means that we
have to play our Inter School matches before we
have had time to train our cricketers, and it re-
duces our cricket season fto half of what it was
a few years ago. 1 am afraid it will have a dis-
astrous effect upon the future reputation of Jaffna
Schools #s schools whose Old Boys are ahble to
take their place in Ceylon Cricket.

-
We opened our new term with an unusually
large entry of mew boys, actually 84 to date.
The total number on the voll has alse again
Lieen approaching our 500 limit, There haye been
no changes in the Staff though we have wel-
comed Mr. V. Canagasingham to act temperarily
for Mr. A. W. Rajasekaram. We have been glad
to welcome our  new Archdeacon of Jaffna
amongst us, and we are grateful to Dr. Na-
darajah for the Jectures he has been giving
our Social Service Union,
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After the last number of the Magazine wtent
to press I spent some days in Colombo seeing
the relations and friends of the late Robert Wil-
liams. It is their ohject and ours to complete
the Robert Williams Hall by raising Lhe_r_oof
and in other ways carrying out the original
building intentions with which the hall was under-
taken, I have had a generous response from
those to whom I have already gone and the
amount: subscribed is rather over Rs. 2000so far.
The architect's estimate requires Rs. €000.

As readers will be aware, the Thompson
Memorial Fund has somewhat hung fire owing to
Mr. Gordon Kadirgamar's long and serious illness.
I am elad to say, however, that heis back with
us this term and we are now taking steps to
complete the gathering in of the denations pro-
mized by the end of October. It is felt that the
fund should be clesed then, but if is our earnest
wish that a tund for so worthy a cause should
not run any risk of failing to achieve its goal.
On the 3lst of this month T hope to sail for
‘Malaya with the VicePrincipal and Mr. E. M.
Ponnudurai, Our purpose is primarily to visit
and reforge the conmection with our Qld DBoys,
whom [ have nol visited singe my appointment
in 1920. Af the same time we hope that they
will join with our Old Boys and friends else-
where and contribute what they can to help us
to reach the Thompson Fund goal of Rs. 40,000.
We are very muech looking torward to our visit
and hope to spend a few davs al most of the
more important places in Malava where we have
friends.
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Congratulations to Mr. Sam. A. Sabapathy and
to Mr. J. G. Rajakulendram upon the distinetion they
have brought to their Old School by their election
to the Chairmanships of the Jaffna and Nawala-
pitiva Urban District Councils.

St. John's College,

Jafina.
19th March, 1928,

TO OLD BOYS AND FRIENDS OF ST. JOHN'S
COLLEGE, JAFFNA, IN THE STRA(TS SETTLE-
MENTS AND MALAYA

Dear Old Boys and Friends,

A long anticipated wvisit to your
part of the world has' at last been arranged for.
During the time of my predecessor, the Rev.
Jacoh Thompson, a great many Old Boys of Jaff
na and friends of Mr. Thompson left Jaffna for
Malaya, and since I came to Jaffna in 1920 there
has been a steady outflow of Old Boys from the
School to the same regions. I have for many
vears wished to come and meet you all and re-
forge the link with the College This has now
been arranged for, and our Vice-Principal, Rev.
1. T. Arulanantham, Mr. E. M. Ponnudurai of the
Stalf and T hope to arrive in Singapore on April
the 4th by the “Victoria”, Many of vou will re-



16

collect that Mr. Ponaudurai was a member of
my first Prefect Body here and is therefore a
contemporary of many of you of my generation.
Mr. Arulanantham represents the earlier genera-
tion of My. Thompson's bhoys. We hope to bein
Sinpapore and Malaya till the 13th of May when
probably iwo of us will have to return in  any
case, though the third may stay a little longer.
We are planning to spend at least a week in
each of Singapore and Kuala Lumpur and a sherter
time in most of the other chief towns. We are
naturally much looking forward to our wvisit and
to meeting you all.

The primary object of our coming is to meet
vou all, as 1 have already said. We are however
commizsioned by the Old Boys® Associations of
Jatfna and Celombo to ask you to join them in
the Centenary and Thompson Memorial Funds
with shich mest ef wou will be to some extent
acquainted. The projsct and the fund were started
three and a helf years ago and the fund has on

= the whole made good progress though during the
last 12 months, partly ewing to my absence in
England and chiefly owing to the prolonged ill-
ness of the Organising Secretary, things have
Som{:what‘ hung fire. You will recollect that in
the original appeal for Rs. 35,000 the objects were
to setlle the balance of the purchase money of
the Chundikuli Girls' College, Rs. 8000 and to
raise a Memorial to the late Rev. Jacob Thompson,
This was to take the form ot new Seience Lahorator-
ies.l The total figure promised to date is Rs. 31,000 of
which just about half has been actually paid in,
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The expenses of collection have been kept down
to the minimmum but have been heavy. To realise
4 nett Rs 35000 we shall mneed at  least
Rs. 40000 1 think, as a matter of fact, we should
4im at npot less than Rs. 45000 if we are to
put up a memorial worthy of one whom vou
41l so much revere. We have been rejoicing in
our new extended compound for the last 12
months; it is a compound of which any school
might be well proud—but we sadly need better
buildines. The friends of the late Robert Williams
are undertaking the completion of the Robert
Williams Llall; this means considerable additions.
We have also moeney in hand given for a School
Siclk Roem. We hope that our forth-coming visit
will see all the balance required for our new
Laboratories.

You will be glad to hear that the Old School
is going ahead. We have this term had, T think,
the largest number of new boys of any year
since I came and our recent public examination
results have been as good as at any time.

With best wishes and looking to you for your ™
enthusiastic help during our visit.
Yours Sincerely,
~ Hexry Pgro.

[
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THE NEW ERA IN BUSINESS AND THE VALUE
OF COMMERCIAL EDUCATION

There is no vocation more rich in tradition,
in inspiration, in opportunity, than business.
Business embraces every phase of trade, com-
merce, finance, and manufacture. Its ranks are
now recruited from all classes, from public
schools and the universities,

The doorway te business iz wide, The ser-
vice of articles is unnecessary. Bul because of
its diverse activities, its wide doorway, the eourse
is not so plainly chartered as in the professions.
The way 1s clear only o those who realise that
in the new era of business, cfficiency is the only
hall mark.

Individual effort and initiative are quickly
recognised in business. The old method of pro-
motion by seniority has been widely discarded
because it is not sound business, The man now
selected for responsibility is the man who can
do the work best and he is best paid.

Business is rapidly coming into line with
the Banking and Insurance professions, where the
principal companies insist upon the examination
standard of qualification, More and more the
business leaders are recognising and demanding
definite proof of ability for the higher positions,
because efficient administration is now essential
for the success of any business.

No man who thinks of the new conditions
in business can fail to perceive the need for a
new type of executive. Business orgamisations
have advanced far beyond one man control and



19

direction and management are only possible by
skilled up-to-date knowledge of the subjects which
form the foundation of business management-
There is now no responsible place in business
for the ungualified man.

The training of office men is not legally
controlled by facualties as in the case of medical
or legal students. It is left to the individual to
realize that what is good for the business is good
for himself, Directors cannot wait wuntil a man
finds time to fit himself for a position. When
the opportunity arises, he who is best qualified
gains the reward of his efforts and foresight.

Charles Dickens; the great novelist—a valiant
crusader of the printed page—who was forced
to start life as a labelling boy at the blacking
factory, in order to support himself as his par-
ents were locked up in the debtor's prison at
Marshalsea, recognised the educational wvalue of
Shorthand. His ambitions were aroused, his ener-
gies quickened, and he resolved upen acquiring
a knowledge of Shorthand as being the readiest
means of fitting himsell for a better position.
His most popular novel ™ David Copperfield ” is
very largely autobiography, and in it we have
a vivid account of how he acquired a knowledge
of the mysterious dots and dashes. He turned
out as a shorthand writer to the Law  Coutts
and later on as a Parliamentary reporter. The
knowledge he derived by reporting the speeches
of eminent men added to his vecabulary and
undoubtedly helped him to become a great author.

A knowledge of Shorthand and Book-Keeping
during the carly stages of a commercial career
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will have far reaching effects later on. Most
of the great business builders of the British
Empire haye risen from the humblest positions
in Lfe. Dr. Andrew Carnegie, L. L. D, the man
of iron and master of millions started his life
as a bobbin boy at a commencing salary of
five shillings a week, but when he retired, he
vereived as  his share a matter of some
£100,000,000 from his firm “The Carnegic Stee
Company. During the years of his retirement,
Carnegie disbursed in the building of free libra-
vies. the founding of educational institutions, the
establishment of pension funds, and in many other
forms of benefaction, the vast sum of £75,000,000.
Henry Ford who started life as a farmer's boy
rose to the position of ‘motor car king, and he
has at one time or other been spoken of as the ri-
chest man in the world, Lord Leverhulme who
started life as a common boy at his father’s gro-
cery businesz in Bolton, his chief duty being
culting up and wrapping soap, rose to be the
controller of the greatest soap making organization
in the world—the firmof Lever Brothers, at Port
Sunlight. The success of his firm was such that
it was called upon at one time to build church-
es on the Niger for African employvees who num-
ber about 30, 000.

I would like to give you some of Lord Lever-
hulme’s maxims—

1. Prudence iz a great virtue, but a man
must l_lave the courage of his faith and his will
if he is to go ahead.

2. It was intended by our creator that we
should work, and it is only by work that we
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maintain our health, for there is no other way
of bzing either healthy or happy.

3. A man who would expect to receive be-
nefits and make no extra efforts would only be
like a man with comrades in a boat, and lett
ing the othe¢r men pull the oars, he putting no
weight inte his own oat.

4, You cannot in thz whole of humanily
find that we have all of us been endowed with
exactly the same balance of health and strength
and mental and physical fitness of power. We
are all unequal.

5. There is no one who is strong in all
dircctions.

Well, there is no one who i8 strong in  all
directionis; some may have a bent or a genius
for literature, some art, some science, and some
commerce. Well, T would advise those who have
an aptitude for business to take up to Short-
hand and Book-keeping to commence with. A
man who is qualified in commerce will be a
member of a business profession and his social
standing will be high.

Before 1 close this article, T would Tike to
refer you to the motto which the celebrated Rud-
vard Kipling, winner of the Nobel prize for Liter-
ature, gave to the students of St. Andrew's
University when he was installed Rector of same,
The motto is “Let every herring hand by its
own head”. It is scarcely necessary tor me to
explain Lhe meaning. What Mr, Kipling meant
was that every man must be dependent on him-
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self. He must not be dependent on others, and
if he wants to be dependent on himself, he mus_t
be well equipped both intellectually and physi-
cally, and that is the purpose of education.

C. E A, Selvaratnam.
RO e

o

VICTORIA THE GREAT

The 24th of Februnary was chosen by our
Principal, for us to see this film. We marched
to the Regal Theatre and after paying the money
at the entrance we took our scats, The small
boys sat at the fromt whereas the bigger hoys
sat at the back, We shouted for all we were
worth for there were no monitors or prefects to
keep us quiet,

Al last the film began to the satisfaction of
one and all, and this made the smaller boys sil-
ent. It was so quiet that if a pin was dropped
at the moment we all could have heard it

First they screened the interior of the Hilman
car manufacturing Company. They showed us
how the gear-box of such a car was made and
how easily they could make the gear wheelzs with
modern machinery. Then the Universal News Reel
was screened, We were taken to January 1938,
It was so very thrilling to watch Joe Louis and
Tommy Farr boxing. Sir Ramsav Mac Donald’s
coffin passed by to Westminister Abbey amidst
the tolling of bells. The King and Queen after
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their Corpnation waved to their people and I
thought they would speak to me when I sudden-
ly remembered it was only a film.

Then started the picture of a glorious former
Queen of Britain who had reigned for 63 years.

She is awakened early one morning to be
informed that her uncle William IV th was dead
and she was the Queen. She is surprised when
the ministers call her “Your Majesty’™.

She iz taken to Westminister Abbey where
she is crowned Queen of Britain. Soon after-
wards she invites Prince Henry and Prince Al-
bert of Germany to a ball. After the dance she
falls in love with Prince Albert and marries him
before he returns to Germany. They live in
England after their marriage. It is so splendid
to see such genuine love.

They go out in a carriage for a pleasure
ride. Meanwhile a man is waiting to shoot Queen
Victoria. But the shot carries away Prince Albert's
hat, This was done in intensity of hunger. They
reach Windsor Castle after about an hour.

They zo to the balcony and look out where
they ses people crying for food. Queen Victoria
is ready to sacrifice her ownself for the sake of
her people. She is really worthy of her name.

They are happy till .one day many years
later Prince Alpert dies in the arms of Queen
Victoria,

The Queen from that time onwards spent
her life in grief. Then comes her silver jubilee
in techni-colour. It is glorious to see her erying
while the people dressed in different colours sing
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the hymn “All people that on earth do dwell”
or to see an Indian General in glowing colours
salute his “Empress’. It was really  pathetic  to
<ee her speaking to her people with tears glist-
ening in her eyes. The love she bears for her
people still brings tears to my €yes. Then they
showed it colours, her picture at the beginning
of the reign and at the end of her reign. What
2 difference between the two pictures, In one she
is old and unhappy; in the other she is young and
happy.
Vijeyara]
1 st. Form. A.

£l

THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTENM OF JAPAN

Extracts from a baoklet by Me K, Nesiah, published

by the Morthern Province Teachers Association,

The Mejjl Era, commencing 1868, saw  Japan
pass from Deing a medieval Eastern countfy to
being a modern Westernised state, and nowhere
was this advance more marked than in the
field of education. Neither the fact of l‘n-is
progress nor ils manner was a haphazard d(‘-.
velopment; it was a planned national policv.  Japan
saw, as BEngland, Germany, France and other
"Eumpez:n nations saw during the national movements
of the nineteenth century, that education was an im-
portant political activity el the nation for ils pre-
servation and progress, and in particular it was
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4 stale machine for the creation of an army, &
civil service and public uvpinion.” In commen
with  the othets, fapan realised that national ed-
ucation would be a source of strength to a nd-
tion at all times, but especially in times of war:
there was a connection between education and
success in war just as there was a conneclion bet-
ween cducation and success in peace. Education was
therefore seized by the makers of modern Japan as an
snstrument for the rtemaking of their nation.

5 3 e

The condition of discipline in Japanese Schools
veveals in a  remarkable manner the national
temperament. Modes of punishment so common
elsewhere are unknown in Japan. Corporal punish-
ment is unheard of : to slap a «child about
the head is proof of vulgarity; harsh words and
angry looks are unbecoming ; detention is unfair,
and even among the boys there is no fighting or
bullying, And yet there is perfect discipline.

The School is a. place of silence and during
games, neither participants nor spectalors are ™
noisy. Boys work hard and they strain them:
selves over examinations, failure at which isa
serious humiliztion. This attitude is perhaps the
fruit of the Confucian code, which underlics Ja-
pan's social system : children must obey parents
pupils must reverence teachers, the people must
cherish  the memory of ancestors, members
must be loyal to the family and citizens must
sacrifice for the State. A boy will not offend
the feelings of his teacher or the sentiment of
his class; nor will he disgrace his family by un-
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worthy conduct in School or poor performance at
studies. When he becomes a citizen or an offi-
cial he will not offend custom; nor will h‘—
act at variance with public policy, no matter his
views or his personal interests!
% * i

Indeed the aim of Japanese education is to
fit the individual to the State. The aim of West-
ern edueation iz the cultivation of individual
ability and personal character, observes Lafcadio
Hearn : but Japanese education 15 conducted 10SE-
ly upon the reverse plan., Its object is to lrain
the individual for co-operative action—to fit him
to occupy an  exact place in the mechanism of
a rigid Society,

When all has been =aid, fapanese education
has been a suceess. The transportation of the
English educatiosal system to Ceylon has pro-
duced Jittle fruit. So far as it possessed an -econo-
mic aim, it was to supply the minor personnel
of the foreign Government; so far as it had a

=political aim, it was to induce worship of the
tuler and his culture ; for spiritual aim, it lacked
sources of inspiration. It has thercfore failed to
raise up a race of patriotic citizens secking to
serve their country. It has failed to call Tforth
original contributions in poetry or art, science or
industry. It has failed to fil] the young mind with a
burning desire fot noble effort and successful achieve-
ment. It has been otherwise with Japan, This
Eastern country went West too in search of ideas,
and she gathered them now from England, now
from America, now from Germany. But Japan
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possessed. the right to decide for herself. She
did it in her own manner using her own mould;
she used the precious metal of her own language,
inferior to our own; she put on the coin of her
culture the stamp of her own inheritance, pos-
terior to ours. And the Land of the people re-
mained the goal of the quest. Thus, education
became a reality: the study of morals meant bet-
ter manners in the entire nation, civics meant
better citizenship, history meant better patriotism,
gseography meant world commerce. science meant
industrialisation, economics meant better trade
and industry, mathematics meant better finance,
technical studies meant certain employment, do-
mestic science meant better homes, better hotels
and hetter earnings for women, botany meant
increased vield in agriculture, nautical studies
meant ships, military training mesnt national
army, physical education meant physical fitness
of the whole nation and the study of foreign
languages implied world relations and success
in diplomacy. All this meant a country, with 2
negligible fraction of the world's area containing
few natural vesotirces, where there is8 no idle
acre or idle site; with a huge and rapidly grow-
ing population, where there is no idle uncmploy-
ed or idle beggar; with crowded industrial cities,
where few men thieve or break the peace. Thus
through her education, Japan has become politi-
cally powerful, economically resourceful; in art
creative, in science inventive; one of the greatest
nations of the world.

1
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ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE S. C. M.

We have started work most earnestly this
year. New office bearcrs were elected at the
first meeting, and all are prepared to co-operate
whole-heartedly  in making this Union a great
SULCESS.

There iz a definite membership in the union
now. Many have become members, and we hope
that all will be enthusiastic about this union.

We had two outside spealkers so far— one,
Mr. Lewis Subramaniam, who spoke on “The
place of God inastudent’s lile,” and the other
Miss. M. G. ‘Northway, Principal, Chundiculi Girls’
College, who gave us a very interesting talk on
Canon Sheppard.

Members have been divided into groups for
Bible Study. The passages for study are the
daily reading portions as given in the Youth’s
serics of the DBible Reading Feliowship notes, The
greatest need for young Christians of today is

~a more thoroush knowledge of the BRible, These
study Groups meet once a fortnight.

The Tuesday 830 A, M. praver meetings have
been held regularly, but only very few have
turned up, so far. We sincerely hope that this
precious time will be profitably made use of
by more members in the days that =till lie ahead
of us.

In the meetings to come we hope to have
debgaies on some of the vital and controversial
subjects, This opportunity can be protitably made
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use of for arguing cut the answers to certain pro-
blems. But may we drop in a word of caution?

It is possible to argue for arguments’ sake. Bul

in debates held by this Union we hope that the

chief aim and end in debating will be Truth and |

Truth alone.

V. Benjamin,
Hony, Secy.

LN

THE REFORT CF THE BOARDERS' UNION

Betore presenting the Report of the S.1. C B. U
for the term wuncer review, I take this opport-
unity to thank ocur former Secrelary L. C. Law-
rence for all that he has contvibuted to the suc.
cess of the Union.

The first meeting of this Union for the term
was devoted to the election of office-bearers for

the current year, and T am glad to say that the
election had returned a strong committee, which

is working well.

Asg regards the meetings, we had them reg-
ularly on every Saturday evening. As this term
is a short one, we had only a few meetings.
The great interest evinced by the members of
the Union in the art of oratory assored success
at the very beginning of the term. We are fort-
unate in having: Mr. 0. V. Werkmeister— a
young man of great vigeur apd enthusiasm, as
our President. His cccasicnal visits to the meet-
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ings, and the good words of encouragement are
really a source of inspiration and help to many
of us. Ahove all, the training and eriticism he
offered us, cannot be exaggerated.

Some of the subjects discussed were:—

1. “The League of Nations isan utter failure.”

2. “Books have a more permanent influence
than friends.”

A enlan@amet  sar sl QurfiiEe e Ul
T T T T

In conclusion, T wish to thank the Patron
the Preszident and Vice-Presidents for their kind
cooperation in making this Union a success.

T. WManicka Vasagar
Hony. Secy.
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OLD BOYS COLUMN
By
J.T. 5.
(GENERAL

M. Kunagasabai of the Ceylon Government
Railway has been promoted Acting Deputy Gen-
eral Manager of Ratlways K Admimstrative)

J. W. A. Kadirgamar was ordained a Minis-
ter of the Mothodist Episcopal Church of F. ML
S, at Singapore on the Oth January. Rev, J. W!
A. Kadirgamar is now in charge of the Church
at Seramban.

Rev. V. 8. D. Sathignathan, son of Rey, and
Wire. T, D. Sathianathan of Nallur; Jatfna, has been.
ordained as a Pricst of the Church. of Ceylon -
by the Bishop of Colombo in Christ Chureh Ca-
thedral Mutwal. Heis now the Curate of Christ
Church, Galle Face, Colombo:

R. Somasundaram was appointed Udaiyar of
Chundikuli Parish.

W. J. Sabapathy has been appointed Dnughtq
man, Naval Yard. Trincomallee-

Dy, E A. Lawrence has refurned from Eng-
land after obtaining British gualifications and is
at present attached to the Civil Hospital, Pana-
dura.

C. E A, Selvaratnem F. C 1, (Bitm) has jomed
the Staff of the Manipay Hindu College, Jaitna,
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C. W, A, Edwards has returned from Eng-
and after a course of Training at the Metropo-
litan Police Training School, London and Scot-

land Tard.

A. G. V. Kadirgamar, who was on sick leave
for somelime, has recovered considerably under
the treatment of Specialists in Colombo and has
resumed work in the College early this Term.

Sam. A. Sabapathy was re-elected Chairman
of the Jaffna Urban District Council.

K. V. Sinnathurai has been re-elected vice-chair-
man of the Jaffna Urban District Council.

Gall Rajakmmdmﬂ has been elected chairman
of the Urban District Council Nawalapitiya-

P. Thigoarajah has been appointed Physical
Divector of the Jaffna Hindu College, Jatfna.

J. S. Nicholas, Assistant Commissioner of Ex-
cice Jaffna, has been transferred to Kandy from the

- 1at of April.

G. M. Rajadurel of Nallur, Jaffna has joined
the Police Department.
F. Jansen has been selected for Training

45 Analyst and is undergoing a Training at the Bac-
teriological Tnstitute, Colombo.

fl. fansen has joined the National Mutual
Life Association Ltd. Colombo as a clerk, =

G. T. Rajaratnagm has joined the Staff of th
Deat and Blind School Mount Lavinia, 5
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T. Gunaratnam, who passed the London In-
termediate Examination in Engineering has pro-
ceeded to England for further studies.

R. R. Crossetle Thambyah has been appoint-
ed a member of the Board of Education.

LAwW EXAMINATION.

Practors’ Furst — G. T. Sabapathy

i 5. D. Allagakoen

1 C. D. Singaratnam

Proctors’ Final — F. E. R. Vannithamby
Advocates First Examination C. Chellappah.

Proctorss Fivst Examination V. Canagasaba-
pathy, R. Pathmanathan.

Proctors’ Second —

ENGAGEMENTS.

K. C. Thurairatnaw of the College Tutorial
Seaff with Miss Elste feevamany Scolf, daughter of
Dy. and Mrs. E. 1. Scott of Chundikuli.

. G. Thambyah with Miss Grace G. Pon-
i,

S. Jevaratnam son of My, and Mrs. C. San-
mugam of Singapore with Miss Savnndranayake
Ratnasabapathy of Trincomallee.

MARRIAGES

Our hearty congratulations te the new cou-
plesi—

J. M. Selvadurai of Mullative with Miss Grace
Muthmmah Romeo.
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Choisy Es-

Ratuwasamy Samuel, Head Clerk,
Kamalamal-

tate, Punduloya, with Miss. Hepzibah

S1, Joun's CoLLEGE OLD Boys' ASSOCIATION.
Amnnuel Subscription
19371938

We acknowledge with thanks the receipt of
Annual Subscription for the year August 1937
to July 1938 from the following —

Acknowledged in December 1937 issue 220 00

Mr. K. € Fraescody 2 C0

Total Rs, 222 00

J. T. SoLoMONS
Hony. Treasurer.
4th March 1938, el S0 B
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IN MEMORIAM
WILLIAM RAJARATNAM FITCH

Born: 1ith July 1912.
Died: 9lh March 1938

IN MEMORIAM

DR. N.' THILLAINAYAGAM

Rorn : zoth April 1904.
Died : 261h December 1937,
He passed the Ceylon L. M. S. in July 1936-

He is the son of Mr. K. Nagamuttu of
Chiviathern, Jaffna. He served the Medical
Department in the following stations:—Ke-
galle, Buttala, Moratuwa, Negombo and
Polghawela. [ie died as a rtesult of a mo
tor car accident at Hambantota on his way
to Tissamahara to relieve a Doctor there,
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VALETE

G, J. Thambapillai.
PARGITER HoUSE

Secretary S. J.C. C. UL
Comp. Sgt. Major C. C. B.
Captain Pargiter House
Senior Prefect

F. Jansen. |
Hawnpy House

Asst. See, Prefects Guild
Cricket X1

Eng. Editor College Parliament
College Monitor

Prefect

London Matric.

K. T. Knight.

THOMFPSON HoOUSE

Speaker College Parliament
Frime Minister %
Fermanent Secy.
S _'?!mrmm‘rrfgmm.
THoMPsON Housk

Camb Junior

Captain Thompson House

et G € B

Leader of the Opposition
College Parliament

Asst. Secy.S. C. M.

College Monitor

1924 —1936
19241937
1957

1936
1936—"'37
1937
1396—37
1925—738
1935
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K. Allegakoen,
JoaysToNE HOUSE

Senior Cadet
Cricket XI
London Matrie.

A, W. 8. Natheniel.
PARGITER HOUSE

Senior Cadet
Londen Matric.
TIB. M. Ekanayake-
JounsToNE HoUSE

Scout Troop

Asst. English Editor 8. J.C. B. U.

London Matric
A, A. Rajaratnant.
ParciTER HGUSE

Camb. Junior
Football XI
Senior Cadet
London Matric.
A. Aiyampillai.
JonnsTONE HOUSE
Scout Troop
Camb. Junior
College Monitor
London Matrie. (1st div.)

1626—'37
1937
1928 37
1937
1920—37
1957
1929—"37
1935
1936—"37
1987
1930—"737
1932

1837
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C. Anandanadaraioh
TuOMPSON HOUSE

193137
Camb. Junior 1935
College Monitor
London Matric. 1937
A. Candiah. ;
PARGITER HoUSE
1932—37
Camb. Junior : 1934
London Matric. 1937
P Ponnudurat,
Hanpy HoUSE
1932—37
Camb. Junior 1935
London Matric. 1937
F. Sinnadurai.
Hanny Houskg
1952 —"37
Camb. Junior 1935
London Matrie, 1937
M, Sivapathasusdaiam.
PARGITER HOUSE
1934—37
London Matric. 1937
S. Fonnudu ai
Hanpy Housg
1935137
College Monitor 1936

Londen Matrie. 1937
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T. Sivagnanaii.
PARGITER [IOUSE

College Monitor

Leader of the Opposition College
Parliament

Permanent Secy. -

London Matric.

V. N. Selvaratnam.
PARGITER HoOUSE

Camb, Junier

Junior Cadet

Secy. Bible Reading Fellowship
Treasurer 9. €. M.

College Manitor

Camb. Senior

C. Sathasivam.
HaxDY HOUSE

Camb: Junior
Camb. Senior

A. K. Sabapgthipiilai.
TrHOMESON HOUSE

Scout Troop
Camb. Junior
Camb. Senior

3936—"37
1937

1937

193138
1935

1937
1937

1932—"37
14935
1437

1933—"37

1934
1936

:
z
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C. Mahendraraja
Parcirer HOUSE
1631—'37
Junior Cadet

Camb. Junior 1434
College Monitor

W Prefect
Camb. Senior 1936

A. V. Rajakulasingham.
Hanpy House

1925—'37
Scout Troop
Matric. Form 1937
S. Rajzratnam.
Jonxstone House
1926—'37
Scout Troop
London Matric. 1937
G. Karunaratne,
TrHOMPSON HOUSE
1927—237
Senjor Cadet
Cricket XI
» Colours 1937
K. Thwatratiam.
JounsToNE House
1927—"'37
Capt ! Johnstone House
Football XTI
) Colours
Camb. Junior 1935
Cricket XI
College Monitor 1937

College Athletic Champion 1937
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S. Somaskander.
TrompsoN House

1933—'37
Camb. Junior 1935
Tamil Editor S, J. C. 5. A

e -, College Parliament
Matric. Form 1937
H. G. Bowdweyn.
Haxpy House

934—"37
Camb. Junior 1936
College Monitor 1936
Senior College Athlelic Champion 1936
Senior Cadet
Athletic Colours 1957
Athletic Captain 1937

M. Rainagopal
THomMesoN HOUSE
Capt. Thompson House

College Monitor 1936
Cricket- XI P
- Colours J 150
Football Captain
- Colours

Volley ball Capt.

V. N. Rasiah.

JOHNSTONE -
1928 —'36
Capt. Johnstone House
Cricket XI i
.. Colours 1 1935
Camb. Junior 1534

Senjor Eng. Essay Prize 1936
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College Monitor 1936
.Grouid Secretary 1936
Sec, Prefects Guild

Sec, 5.7.C. S. C. M.

ot "CIE Bl

Eng. Editer S.J. C. L. A,

T. Vandendriesen. Hanpy HOUSE

. 192737
b 1626—'28
Secout ; 1828—'30
Junior Cadet 1528—"33
Sat €, €. B,
Junior Collegz Athletic Cham-
pion 1931
Nicholas lssay Prizz 1833
Camb. Junior 1933
Semor  Cadet _ 14934—'35
Ene Editor 8. J. €, S L.A. 14935
e Sidl 0 s L Al 1936
Prime Minister | College  Par-
liament
Speaker ) 1937
Cticket XT 1934—137
.« Colours 1935
College Momitor 14935
. Prefect 1936
gljicikni't LEI)taiLlp‘ Szl
icholas Essay o
Senil[?ra ) i r.i .ze E 1937
Kumarakulasinghe Script, Prize 1936
Collepe Debating Thre= 1937
Captain Handy 1937
Football X1 1937
» Colours 16937

Senipr Prefect 1937
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SCHOOL OFFICERS:

V. Benjamin Senior Prefect, Secretary,
S, €. M. Permanent Secre-
tary, College Parliament.

S. Nadarajah Speaker, College Parliament
Secretary, Prefects’ Guild,

P, Senathivaiah Asst. Secretary  Preflecls
Guild.

T. Manicka Vasagay  Secretary, 5, I, T B.TL
Secretary, B. K. F. Treas-
urer Prefects’ Guild.

C. Canasaralnam Captain, Pargiter House,
Sergeant-at-arms, Coilege
Parliantent Tamil Editor

B TG B
P. Singarajeh Senior Cadel Sergeant.
Secretary, 9. . €8 5. 1.
I. C. Latrence Prime¢  Minister, College.

Parliament, Captain Handy
House. Chapel Prefect.

R. Subramaniam

C. Dharmalinghan Leader of the Opposition
Collese Parliament.

V. N. Selvaralnam Traasurer, 5 C. M & 5.

S

S. Muahadeva Cricket Captain, Captain

Johnstone House.

THE COLLEGE PARLIAMENT.

President: The Principal (Lx-Officio)
Vice Presidents: The Vice-Principal

Mr. K. Subramaniam
My P. T. Mathm
My, V. €. Canagaretnam
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_ Permasient Secrefary: V. Benjamin

* Secrefary of States: Vanden Driesen
Prime Minister: L C. Lawrence
Leader of the Opposition: C. Dharmalingham
Members without

Port Folig: V. N. Selvaratnam
Sevgeant - at - arms: C. Canagaratnam
Speaker: S, Nadarajah
Deputy Speakei:- B. D. Amarasingham

S e 56 M&ES S L
President: The Principal
Vice-Presidents: Rev. J. T. Arulanantham

Nr, S, Sivapiragasam
Mr. P. T. Mathai

Secretary S. C. M. V. Benjamin
Asst. Seey. 5. C. M. M. Samuel
Secretary S. 8. - P. Singarajah

Treasurer S,C.M&LS.S.U: V. N, Selvaratnam
Secy. Bible Reading

Fellowship T. Manicka Vasagar
S TG B
P{e’sidem: Mr. Q- V. Werkmnreister
Vice-Presidents: Rey, J. T. Arulanantham
Mr. W. T. Gunaratnam
Secratary: T, Manicka Vasagar

Englishi Editor: T. Kasinather
Asst, Epglish Editor: H. A. Jesudason

Tamil Editor: C. Canagaratnam

Asst. Tamil Edilor: T. Dharmaratnam
MASTERS GUILD

}'::'c’sffdr.':m Mr. G. S Chellaiah

Secretary: Mr. K. Subramaniam

Licasurer: Mr. W. T. Gunaratnam
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Howse CapTAIVG

Handy House: I. €. Lawrence
Johnstone House: 5. Mahadeva
Fargiter House: C. Kanagaratnam
Thompson House: R. R. Scott

COLLEGE MAGAZINE:
Editar: Mr. G. 5. Chellaiah
Asst. Editors: Mr. I. T. Solomons

Mr. E. M. Ponnudurai
0. B. A, Jarrna.

Secretary _ Mr, Sam. Sabapathw
0. B. A. CoLomBe,
Secretary: Mr. I. T, R, Perinpanayagam

CaneT CoORPS.
O. €. Contingent: 1st. Lieut Mr, E. M. Ponnudurai

Junior Cadets: Mr. W. T. Gunaratoam
Senior Szraeant; P. Singarajah
Juwiitoy Cadet Sergeant: G. G. Vanden Driesen

ScouT TrooR

Groufr Scowt Master: Mr. T, M. Mathai
Asst,  Seoul Muaster: Mr. K. €. Thurairalnam

WoLr Cun Pack,

_ Cub-Mistresses: Miss E. Kelk

Miss M. E. Vanden Dricsen
Tenxis CLUB.

Pregiden!: Rev. H. Pato
Caplain : Mr. E. M. Ponnudurai
Seeretary: NMr. P I, Mathai

S

e e s s -
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GAMES.
Secvelary: Mr. E. M. Ponnudurai
Cricket { Ist XT) Mr. 5. L. Jansen
Cricket Captain: 5. Mahadeva
Alhletics: My, T. M, Mathai
Mr. K. € Thurairatnam
Ground Secretary: R. R. Scott

PrYSICAL TRAINING SQUAD LEADERS,
PHYSICAL DIRECTOR:  Mr. A. G. V. Kadircamar

Squad No. I P, Senathivajah
Stuad No. L C. Canagavatiom
Squad No. III 1. Kasinather
Squad No. IV. P. C. Rajacone
Sguad No. V. T Thawiaratnam
Squad No, VL T. Manicka Vasapar
Souad No, VIL A Fonnuduyrai

C, J. Sandess
S. Mahadeve

A

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

We acknowledge with thanks the following
Magazines sent to us in the course of last term
St. Thomas' College Magazine
All Saints' College Mugazine
Uva Colfege Maggzine
Thes Cential
The Botlled Sunshine




