-\*u‘k«t-t&.&.da&&..‘k-&.d.&.t.’* &.:é.t..;t AL S d kbt kg b b b &

gjaffna

College Misce[[any?;’?

3 ¢
"Q“'#-"*"F'*"*"-F‘%"-F"&'TT‘#J’#"#?@ FFEERFEEIPTS FEEE PP R REY TR
Published Once in a Quarter ’
VOL. XXXV MARCH, 1925 No. 1
TABLE OF CONTENTS
Page Tige
L The Project Plan of Education 1 2. First Jaffna Walf Cub Pack 34
2. Noles from a Traveller's Jouria) 11 11 The ¥. M, C. A, a4
3. One Hundred Years Ago 17 12, The Student Christian Coniference
4. Students Section- =My Trip to 1he at Madeas a5
Jambares (continged) 23 1. The Brothorhood a7
5. Mahatma Ghandi in Lighter Vein 25 14, The Forum 38
6. Our Say in Alphahets 20 15 The Hunt Dormitory Griental
7 Principai’s Nates A0 Linner
A, Alumni Notes 41 I Cricket 40
8., Scouting & 17, The Editor’s Page 40

28 Record of College Events 41

THE PROJECT PLAN OF EDUCATION

Its. Peychological Aspects in the Light uF the Modern Study of the Mengal Life

By REV. JoHN BiceNELL, 5, A, B. I, ED,

It is the opinion of some of the
advocates of the Project Plan of
Education that the introduction of
that plan will mean Iittle Jess than
the making of all things new in
the educational world, It will lead,
50 they think, to a scrapping  of
the old subject matter and methods,
and to replacing them with S0me-
thing that will be fa more, effective
in helping the youth of our lind in
‘man’e” grealest project, his strug-
gle with his environment! Others
do not feel it is to effect fuite
80 great . chapge, but, hav-
ing a feeling of distinet dissatis

M.

laction with things as they are,
hope it will he at least revolution-
ary. There seems no TEAsOn to
doubt that its whole-hearted adop-
fion would mean a marked trans-
formation. It behooves, then, all
students of education to acquaint
themselves with this movement,
and especially with its psycholo.
gical aspects, th determine whether
it really breaks with outworn ideas
and makes full use of the well estah-
lished conclusions of today,

At the outset we run into very
distinet difficulties i that there
are S0 many varying, not top say
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conflicting, nolions  that come
under the category, project. The
idea may be very definite in the
minds of its promoters, but the
general notion in the mind of one
who listens to them all is bound
“to be somewhat wvague. Perhaps
it is inevitable that should be its
condition at this stage of its gvo-
lution. Many other great move-
ments have been vague al certain
stages and have become clarified
only through time and their gen-
eral application. At any rate we
may state that we point out this
vagueness in no spirit of hostile
criticism, but simply to make clear
the necessity in this paper for
some general exposition of the sys-
tem as we understand it.

This vagueness may, perhaps, be
better described as nebulosity, in
that it has definiteness in form at
one time, although its boundaries
may not be very definitely mark-
ed, but is constantly changing its
contour. The cloud variations that
the mentally ‘sore’ Hamlet noted
in his conversation with Polonius
are* hardly greater than those we
may note in the minds of the Pro-
jectists with regard to their plans.
To some it is a sort of a synthe
iz of all educational truths discov-
ered in modern times. W, B.
Owen in the Journal of Education-
al Method for January, 1922, says,
“The Problem—Project Method is
the formulation and application of
results gained in five fields of mo-
dern thought,” wiz. philosophy,
logic, psychology, science and in-
dustry. A bit more contracted than
this is the statement of Stockton
“The Project Method is nothing more
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nor " less than the natural concrete
expression of modern prineiples of
education in action.” ‘Tis, indeed,
something like acamel. The head
and tail of it are not very clear
but it is evidently going in the right
direction in seeking to make use
of the results of study. There is
no ‘back to normalcy’ cry here
but a clear expression of the pro-
oressive, forward-looking  spirit.
With regard to the extent of its
application we have Miss Margaret
Wells who applies it thoroughly
throughout her school in Trenton,
New Jersey. All subjects, as such, are
done away with in the curriculum
and each class is given one subject
for a vear’s work., One class has
the project, ‘The Fair'; another,
“The Family"; a third, * The Store.’
In each case all the work of the
year is involved in the carrying
out of this particular project. One
of these may be said to be some-
thing like a whale though we
ought not to be so irreverent to
it, perhaps,as to say, “that seems
‘a whale’ of a project.” Then there
are others who would keep many,
perhaps all, the subjects we now
find in the® curriculum, and intro-
duce the project method into the
teaching of these subjects. Still
others would introduce it only into
certain subjects, subjects that =are
belter adapted than others for it
Bagley and the Wilsons, for in-
stance, think History not a good
project subjett.  Again there are
those who would employ<¢ in only
part of any subject and some who
would use it only in a part of a
few subjects. The whole course
would not, be thrown into project
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form but there would be certain
prof:_nlerns used for this method.
Their aim seems to be to get the
‘project effect’ by this project treat-
ment, through the spread into the
rest of the course. The whole of
a subject may be correlated abiout
this core or centre, or the whole
of a curriculum may be correlat
ed about certain subjects project-
Lreated. Another variation iz brought
in by Stockton who insists that
we should be very careful “to
distinguish hetween a project me-
thod and the project method” He
gives one chapter in his book to
an exposition and illusiration of
this project subject. Possibly this
may teduce itsell Lo theidea that
some subjects are more suited to
the project method than athers.
Any way the whole scheme seems
more like a weasel, al least in size,
than when presented by some others,
who see in it the reorganization
of the whole school curriculum
and the relegation to limbo depths
ol all ‘subjects.’

Coming from these notions of
the plan to more definite defini-
tions we may take the following
five as covering the subjecl. An
attempt is made Lo arrange them
in the weasel—camel order; from
the less to the moere comprehen.
sive.

First, we take the definition of
Stevensomn.

“A project is @ problematic act
carrie®? to completion in its na-
tural setting.'”

Second, that of
Dewy:

“Self education thsough activit-
ies"

Stockton, after

Third, Branom's :
a complete

“Thinking through
unit of purposeful activity.

Fourth, Kilpatrick's:

“Any kind of life experience
actuated by a dominating purpose.”
Fifth, that of meany;

"4 whole-hearted purposeful act.”

Only the second appears to be
a definition of the project plan or
method : the slhers are definilions
of a project. ‘They may, however,
serve lo give us a conception of
the whole movement.

some  lustrations of what is
meant by a project may  help to
make the content of this idea
still clearer. Onespeaks of ‘man's
great project, his struggle with his
environment We have already
referred to Lthe Family project
Other illustrations are, The Mak-
ing ol ‘a Table, The Making of a
Doll-house, The Making of a Gar-
den, Dramatizing the first Thanks-
giving, Composing a Piece pf Mu-
sic, Finding out what Poems were
written aboul thé war, Is Prohi-
bition Desirable, A Better English

Week, An AntiFly  Campaign.
There seems to be no end to
them: their name is Lepion, at

least. They are of all sorts and
conditions. Attempts hayve been
made to classify them. Kilpatrick,
in the symposium reported in the
Teachers' College Record, attempts
a classification according Lo the
dominating prrpose.  He enumer-
ates four types, which [ will call:

1, The effect type:in this there
is something to do or make,
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= The appreciation type | in this
there is the enjoyment of some
thing, as a painting.

3, The problem type: in this there
is some difficulty to be overcome.

4, The acquisition type:in this
there is some degree of knowledge
or skill to be acquired.

Branom &ays these projecis are
“mumerous, purposeful, sub-umits”
which may be divided into
1. Manual projects, 2. Mental pro-
jects, 3. Emotional projects. The
wide field to be covered may be
<een in this quotation from DBra-
nom. “The mental project may
involve guestions, exercises, pro-
blems or complex situations such
as learning the answers to simple
quéstions and memorizing  choice
selections,” In fact he is so broad
in this interpretation as to lead
one to think that the project me-
thod is simply a change in the
way of asking guestions: He, in
fact, takes questions in geography
as they are usually asked and turns
them into the project form to show
what is.meant by the method.

1.
PsYCHOLOGICAL ASPECTS OF THE
ProJECT PLAN,

It is not easy to pick out of
such a comprehensive and chang-
ing movement the salient psycho-
logical aspects. They are too vary-
ing not to lay one open to the
charge of misrepresentalion, or of
missing the point. Still we at-
tempt to sum them up under the
following four heads.

First, there is the ided that all
school work ‘should be MOTIV-
ATED,

Second, there is the emphasis
ppon the initiative and direction
of the pupil, SELF-EDUCATION.

Third, there is the attemplt to
make the study REAL AND NA-
TURAL by integrating it with life.

Fourlh, there is the endeavour
to put the work in the form of
ACTIVITY.

Mr. Stevenson tells us in his
buok, The Project Method of Teach-
ing. that “The psychology of the
profect method is wvery simple,
Everyone works with the greatest
effort on the problem he is mest
interested in.” Here we find the
adverlising featuie of the system.
The great key weord is inferest.
The old humdrum of school life
is to be removed. The old drud-
gety isto be a thing of the pasi.
We shall no longer hear of the
child who slowly goes to school
and at recess goes storming out
aplaying. There will be a drive
within the child that will keep
him whole-heartedly at  This tasks.
While the word interested is usu-
ally taken to describe this condi-
tion, the Wilsons and others would
have us use the word mofivated.
This, we are told, means more
than interested, Tere there is a
real motive for the task. What
the pupil does has a meaning for
him; he sees its purpose. The
transformation that this will work
is pictured by the Wilsons as fol-
lows. “The difference hetween
motivated and motiveless work is
the difference between a gan® of
expert masons building a wall and
a gang of convicts moving a pile
of stone from one end of the pri-
son yard to the other in ovder to
move it back again, because the
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warden thinks they ought o he
busy” This motivation  will lead,
they think, to economy of effort
on the parl of both the child and
the teacher, and insure hetter re-
sulgs. It will, for instance, make
retention effortless ! There may be
drill here but if so the deill will
be motiveted like all the rest, There
may also be examingtions, which
must be metivaled, too.

2. “Self-education through acti-
vitiee"; this definition from a great
champion of the projectists, Prof,
Dewey, puts selfeducation 1o the
front. The teacher must pliy the
role of John the Baptist and de
crease, She must refire to the
background, The child comes to
the fool hights. School work isto
centre about him.  The interests
and activities of the school are to
grow out of the child's native
capacities. These are to bo uti-
lized. The doctor from a Baston
suburb who bought a train for his
boy, and then when he found there
was no room in his house large
enough in which tolay the track,
bought a house in which there
was such a room had the point
of view of the Projectist in school
work, We are to cul the coat
according to the cloth, to suit

. education to the original nature
of the child, or to the child as
we find him, The child, too, isto
“discern the need before the pro.
ject is given" to.quole again. Here
we get the point of view. This
doss not, they hasten tn aAssure us,
mean the elimination of the teach
er. She is as necessary, perhaps
more necessary than in the old
method, She simply has a differ.
ent function from that assigned

her in the past by mest educatoms;
or a function different from what
she las heen aware of in the past.
She is to play the part of the
chairman of a meeting or the praner
of an orchard. "The teacher must
sef the stage and  control the
situation.” “She is Jeader, chair-
mn, chiefinterlocutor, coach, um-
vire, taskmaster, authorily, judge,
adviser, sympathetic listener, chisf
performer, examiner, guide, or friend
45 ocepsionl faay require’ A com-
prehensive role surely,  There is
no contemplation of a “scheme of
subwrdingtion of teachers or schonls
to childish whims.” There is no
necessity even to wait for the
child to make the first move. “This
is wrong; either the teacher or the
child may originate the SUgEes-
lion." The teacher. must hirnish-
the ‘leads’ and sheild have some
complete plan of action  thought
out. They are, however, afraid of
coercion and one would not wish
to force a pupil to read Ivanhoe
unless he wants to read it

4. The third distinctive feature
of the plan we may call fhe ‘back
Lo nature’ movement, though nature
here i3 used in the sense of what
is natural not artificial, We might
call it the de-abstracted education.
We have been accustomed to take
little seraps of learning or know-
ledge out of their natural setting
and force the pupil to learn them
out of their setting, without any
point of contact with real affairs
of life. We have permitted a boy
to learn all about the Mississippl
river and neéver suspect that the
river that runs by his house iz
the same river he studies about
in geography. The idea here is
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to avold that We are not (o ab-
stract something out of life but to
take a large unit of work from
the social life of the communily
about us and use that for several
weeks or months of work, Such a
schionl, says McMurry, is & “mini-
ature community.” Its curriculum

is “human experience nrganiz'ed.".

“J¢ provides for children to engage
in living,” while in the school
room, savs Mosic. In the Family
project as exemplified in the school
in Trenton we find the school di
vided into groups of five or six
In each group was 4 father, mother,
children, and perhaps, a maiden
aunt, These establish a home in
miniature and  conduct it. In so
doing they plan, build, buy, enter-
tain, ete. These uperations invalve
arithmetic, English, art study. The
children may, as the conversation
lags while wisitors are present,
enfertain them by playing on the
piano and violin. Thus they learn
in a natural setting. How neces
sary, how essential, this natural
setting iz may be seen from the
fact pointed out that one teacher
who put up plans and pulleys in
the back vard of the school to
vitalize the lesson in physics was
not using the project method @ that
was not a project, The boy who
went home and put up a pully in
a barn to raise something there
and actually raised semething did
use the project method, He carried
the thing to its completion in its
natural seiting. It meant the com-
pletion of an objective piece of
work.

4, The fourth aspect of the plan
is activily. “Learn by doing” is
the slogan. We have now tco

much thinking and teo little do-
ing, At least we want more do-
ing. We give information about
subjects and have too little actual
conduct, The best examples of
projects appear to be those which
call for most action, The making
of a4 garden, a doll-house, or a
table arg good projects. There is,
however, no limiling of the doing
to the mere manual actions. Bra-
nom says, “For concrete materials
man may substitute imagery and
without engaging in manual acti-
vity may think through a com-
plete unit of purposeful activity
the results of which are funda:
mental in influencing  behaviour,
Such a unit is as characteristical:
Iy a project as a manual unit.”
There is no taboo against the use
of books. They may be used, as
Prof. Dewey tells us, if used “to
interpret experience rather than as
o auhstitute for experience.” Still
the Wordsworthian words, “Up,
up, my friend and guit your books™
find ready respomse in the mind
of the Projectist. The student should
have the active attitude, the atti-
tade of attack rather than of re-
ception. There should be the for-
mulating of grinciples as a result
of doing as the activities are car-
ried on, rather than a doing of what
will illustrate certain fore-known.
principles. There should be more
of the inductive than of the de-
ductive method.
bl

THESE ASPECTS 1N THE LGP oF
THE NEW P5YCHOLOGY
What shall we say of these
features or asPects of the project
plan in the light of the new psy-
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chology ? Do we find thaf in cast-
ing off the old outworn psycho-
logy they bave tuken up the news
Do they take all the truths of the
modern psychology and turn thern
inlo the rainbow of hope for the
educational world so flooded with
the Noachian storm of criticism?

First, in st far asthe plan takes
Us away from the old jdea that
2 task in &chool has value accord:
ing to its irksomeness, and leads
us to see no wvalue in imposing
hard ‘tasks because they are deem.
ed hard, we heartily welcome it
it is in line with the idea fhat
there is no special value in forced
attention. We are ready to sub-
scribe to the doctrine that we
should do whal we can to make
the unstimulating tasks of school
more: stimulating.

The Projeclists seem Lo be over
confident of their ability Lo remove
all drudgery from school, They
over-catimate the child’s native in-
teresls both as to number and
strength, and as to their qual
ity, Thorndike tells us the native
interests, or responses of the child,
are not right, never have hcen
right, and never can be expected
to be right. We need not go hack
Lo babyhood, for scholars come Lo
us after their reactions have been
‘much modified. They have had
their interests determined. They
are not all good when they come
to school and are not to be trust-
ed to lead to right ends. Neither
are #hey at that time sufficient for
all that we wish them (o learn,
The interests of the small child
are not very broad.

Nor are they in many cases
strong enough to lead to the car

rying on of Lhe work we desm
necessary from a study of their
needs. There are capdcities for
interest but not the interests. There
is insufficient adjustment and much
maladjustment, These facts the
Projectist does not fully face.

= But the chief weakness of the
plan, in this respect, is that they
have undertaken this warfare
against the unstimulating without
making use of what would he
their greatest ally. They fail te
lay anywhere near the emphasis
they should on the great contri-
bution of the modern study of
the mental life, the idea of con-
ditioning our interests. our reactions.
Smith and Guthrie, Wells, Watson,
and others have sel this forth
fully and have shown how we
may attach new interests toa dull
subject, may detach interests from
undesirable things : may reenforce
interests by transferring emotions.
The following quotation from Wells,
page 15, will suffice to show how
stromg  this idea is. “Successful
living is pretty much a function
of the paths which this transfer-
ence takes, and the effectiveness
with which it is accomplished”,
Their great idea is the modifi.
ability of inferést. One ecannot
deny that the Projectists would
use this, but one loaks in vain
for any adequate emphasis upon
it. Few teachers would set this
4s 4 part of their business in the
working of the project scheme.
They would be dispused to say
they should take the interests
found rather than make interests.
Perhaps the reader of the article
by Kilpatrick in the Teachers'



8 Jaffna College Miscellany

Tollege Record tor September, i‘:!lt}.
may say this is not just, and it
is true that he speaks there of
‘building up’ interests, and the
‘Maturing of interests’. Still the
impression left on some readers
is mot that he considers this very
yital to the method. The real
thing seems to be to set free the
interests the child already has.
There is to be no coercion used.
Later writings of this author do
not stress this point either. Other
writers do not make much of it
One expression of [osic in the
Journal of Educational Method in
December, 1922, is hopeful, I is,
“Tp organize situatioms so as to
call out desirable responses and
make them satisfying’. The em-
phasis here, however, is on the
calling out rather than the modify-
ing. Thus failing to stress this point
they go far towards invalidating
their whole attempt in this direction.

Secondly, there s something
attractive in the idea of self-edu-
cation. Stevenson says, “The think-
ing worth most is that which is
directcll by one's own aims”. What
the pupil works out for himself
brings a satisfaction that is hardly
present in other cases. From the
well-established law of effect we
should say thizs is something that
we wish to get. But there seems
to be a tendency on the part of
the Projectists to abandon this
trench which is far in the enemy's
country, The strong statements asto
the placeand functionof the teacher
given above show this. Evidently
there has been some difficulty in the
working of the scheme, Those
who have observed say this does
not _work well. From our study

we should expect that there would
be distirbing factors, In the first
place, in addition to the inadequacy
of interest pointed out above we
have the conflict of interest in
the child and the ready turning
from one interest to another. The
span of attention in the child is
not greal and we can hardly
expect them to out-distance their
elders in this respect,—their clders
who forget to shingle the house
until it rains, then can't. Then
in the second place, there is the
conflict of interest within the student
body, The study of individual
inferests has made it more plain
than ever that there are marked
differences between the interests
as well as the abilities of children.
While the projeel method as a
whole may provide for individual
differences this idea of pupil in-
dependence does mnot scem to
make for any smooth running in
that direction. Some coercion ap-
pears to be needed. In sp far as
it allows for a certain indepen-
dence while the teacher i3 present
and thus provides for an ability
to stand alone when the teacher
is absent, it is good. No teacher
should ride »ough shod over her
pupils' interests.

If the socialized recitalion be
taken as a part of the project
program, the danger of too great
individualization may be neutrali-
zed but then there will be a
weakening of the element of in
dependence, =

Thirdly, the purpose to integrate
the subjects of the curriculum is
in line with the latest data on
the subject of the transference of
learning. Whatever aystem we
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blelieve in, whether that of iden-
tical elements or generalizations,
we know that for the bost transfer
there must be some definite cor-
relation of the subjects studied.
The project with ils elimination
of the hard and fast lines between
subjects seems to furnish 2 suit
able condition for transfer,

But while we gain in transfer
value, we luse in habit-forming
value of the old system. There
is @ jumping from one subject Lo
another and an  irregularity of
interval between the use of one
kind of knowledge and its usc
the next time that violates the
laws of cxercise. The wvalue of
integration of the various subjects
would be neutralized by the des-
troying of inlegration within a
subject,

Then we lose the simplicity of
our present subjects. Things as
we find them in life are complex.
The laws of physics, may nol be
simple to the child as given in
physics, but they are much simpler .
than when found in life. What
a problem te figure out the physi-
cal forces in the moving automaobile.
The whole situation® in such a
case would be too much for the
grasp of the child, The TFamily
is too complex. We wonder if there
must not be some abstraction of
the subject, some laking of il out
of its natural setting. In fact
many of the sitvations in the
projecs given seem nol Lo be
altogether natural. When you at-
templ to study Sulkies in wour
study of the Fair, in the Fair
project, are you not ,taking it a
bil oul of its naturdl setting?

a

Single-mindedness with attention®
on one thing is the requisite for

the best mental activity. There
is a4 serious danger that this will
not be gained in the project

method.

The relating of study to life
will be sure to eliminate tuch
dead wood from our curriculum
and thus be of value, Perhaps this
might be done without such a
method, as we know much is dead
wood already, 1L could be done
with more  diserimination  than
there is evidence of using in the
project method which limits itself
to useful knowledge.

Fourthly, “the ideal education
should be guided by the motto,
‘Not things to know, bul things
lo do’. Let there be an irreducible
minimum of precept that iz net
put to the test of immediate action.
The opportunity of early years to
develop motor  accomplishments
which are. of proved valge in
subsequent life should be developed
to the full”. These are not the
words of one who is advocating
the Project Method bul of Mr,
Wells in his Mental Adjustments,
page 26. Another psychologist,
Prof. Woodworth, says in his
General Psychology, page 317, “we
learn by doing, is a true proverh,
in the sense that we aequire a
reaction by making just that react-
ion, We must make a reaction
in order to get it really in hand,
so that the proverh might be
strengthened to read 'To learn we
must do'. But we shoold make
it false if we made it still stronger
and said “We learn only by doing’.
For human beings, at least, learn
by observation. “There is truth
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that we learn by doing more
thoroughly than without it. The
child never learng so well how
tg make a dress as when she
 makes it. But thereisa thorough
ness in this that we do not always
need. We would know more about
an automobile if we were to make
it, bul we do not need quite that®
thorough knowledge. Then we
would not get the most know-
ledge were we not to study the
automobiles already made. Then
there are the initial steps in
making that require guidance. If
we do not have that we shall
find that we are making a mess
rather than anything else. There
is, as Prof. Dewey points out,
some value in making mistakes
if they are one’s own. There Is
also a danger init. In the powder
mill one makes only one mistake.
There are places, to be sure
where mistakes are not so fatal,
but there is danger that in learn-
ing one will get started wrong
by doing a thing wrong the first
time. When the reaction is esta-
blished “as thoroughly as it iz by
doing, it is not easy lo break up.
The more effective the doing—
learning process, the mare danger
in the wrong doing. There is
evident need of guidance in  this
process, more guidance than is
consistent with the principle of
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self-education unless we are to
lose: much time and much of the
advantage that has come from the
experience of our fathers. We have
the experience of our fathers in
books and in the minds of teachers,
and it is perfectly possible for us
lo carry out the Iidex that we
should use books to interpret ex-
perience rather than as a substi-
tute for experience, withaut push-
ing the doing too far, to the ex-
clusion of obserying and acquir-
ing through the written page. The
Trial and Error Method of learning
is effective but slow and costly:
if we introduce too much of it
there will he danger that the
amount acquired will not be suffi-
cient for the meeds of the modern
But the great aim here is

M.
to get the proper mindset, to
acquire correct attitudes, to get

a background, a perspective, and
thera is wvalue in doing for this.
Yes, here is a strong point, and
we agree that more doing but not
too much deing is valuable.

~ Some things we find of wvalue
in this new way of thinking about
our old problems. Distinet modi
fications are necessary if we are

to profit to tfe full by this new

plan. There are, in its wrong

emphasis and lack of emphasis, |
grave dangers if it is to be very

generally adopted,
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NOTES FROM A TRAVELLER'S JOURNAL

{The following account of his travels. home
O America, by way of Singapore, Hong-
kong, Shanghai, efc. of Mr. B G, Nichols,
taken from  private letters, will, we are
sure,  be interesting toall pur reagders )

December 16th. We were some

thing like the camel entering
the needle’s eye of Singapore
harbor  on Sunday  morning,

The western entrance is not quite

harrow enough to make it neces-
Sary to' grease the sides of the
ship, but almost. The great vari-
ety of channels and islands around
Singapore would tempt me to buy.
4 boat sooner than a car. if T
were living there. There are dozens
of islands in easy sailing distance,
fringed with coral, mangroyes, and
coconuts, as well asthe mainland
of Johore and the dim blue hills
of Sumatra to the South, to ex-
plore. My directions, | should warn
you, are not to be taken too seri-
ously, for neither Nature nor man
had a compass when Singapore and
its harbor were planned. Ieot com-
pletely turned around several times,

An advertising agent in  Singa
pore could make some splendid
moLloes to catch the eye, Singa-
pore is & romantic place, not with
the romance of the old, but with
that of modern business dnd im-
perialism. It stands at the cross.
roads of the Far East, where the
Dutch and British empires mect,
and the Chinese are not far be.
hind in the race for profits. Con-
ing from the West, Aden links the
Near and Middle East, and in-
troduces one to India In Singa-
pore, the hands of Middie and Far

Easl join. and one receives anin-
troduction to China. Chinese boats,
with their curious sectional, angular
sails, wide brimmed Chinese straw
hats, huge vertical Chinese signs
over the sidewalks, clattering wood-
en shoes, women in silk trouse
sers and in loose hannians cut on
the Jaffna ‘nationalist’ style, all
this made me foel that 1 had got
out of reach of India

But T =oon spied 4 life-buoy close
at hand, thrown all the way from
Jaffoa. In other words, I found a
warm  welcome from Mr. Hois-
ington and others of the Jaffna
colony in Singapore. I roused Mr
Hoisington early in the morning,
but mot even that could make him
any less cowrteons. Ile is a  pol-
ished pentfeman, the kind (hat
takes a polish because he is good
metal all the way through. After
some refreshments we were off
to do the town by motor, We
hailed a passing car, and another
Jaffna  man  joined us, Mr. S,
Muttukmary, formerly of Chuli-
puram, awell-to-do contractor here,
He has all the qualities that make
the Jaffna man suceessful in busi.
ness in Singapore—a genial sense
of hutror, a mind ever keen for
New prospects in his business, g
pleasant and disarming mixture of
frankness and shrewdness.

In our tour of the city we pass:
ed o Chines¢ funeral procession.
The coffin, decorated mainly in
blue and green, was quite a sight,
but the most curious part to my
eyes was a band composed entire-
ly of Sikhs. Their black heards
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seBmed out of place so far from
the Punjub. In the Chinese guart-
o, we saw a little circle of ahout
thitty men, erowded close together
and intent on something on the
ground in the centre. We came
up and looked over their should-
ars to see whal the attraction was,
—and they suddenly picked up 2
rice bowl and somie dice and scat-
tered to the four winds. Their
pastime must haye been @ little
shady in the eyes of the law, and we
had spoiled a perfectly good game.
I cannot stop tolist all the things
I saw in Singapore: masses of
flowers in the Botanical Garden
(a variety of orchid with long Jegs'
banded brown and vellow like a
tarantula is one that Ishould not
like to have in my home); the
neat, modern, and very expensive
homes of the wealthy Europeans;
the mansions of Chinese capital-
iste; the big public buildings and
schools, Nearly the whole city is
new, clean, well-paved, and plea-
eant, Only on its fringes one finds
clusters of Malay huts, which seem
to haves gone for a walk on siilts
and got stuck in the mud.

The afterncon was spenl guiet-
ly at a villa on the seashore just
putside the town, where the host,
Dr. 5. MNagalingam, Kkeeps open
house for any of the Jaffna men
who care to come in on a Sun-
day afternoon. There were three
others there on thal afterncon,
two relatives of the Clough fami-
ly, and a prominent lawyer, Naga-
lingam, Without too much [luss,
they made me feel very comfertable
and at home in their company. I
enioyed the rice and curry meal,
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and in return told them all the
Ceylon  news | could think of.
Three ov four of them were old
hoys of ours and wanted to know
how the college had changed and
grown. They do not. get back
very often. Their relations  with
Jaffna arc not as cordial as they
Jshould be. | seem to have heen
the first visitor from there in a
long time without a substription
list in hand, and that fact made
me all the more welcome, [ regret-
ted leaving Singapore after only
eight houts in such gond company.

December 23rd, U the ship does
not stand up on end so that the
type-writer becames balky, Tl try
an account of Hongkong. It is not
likely to be a very long one, else
it will exceed the length of my
stay in Honghkong, which was [rom
12.30 noon until 4.30 in the after-
oo,

1 was there just long enough
to get the setting, and that is
what the place is famous for. You
can get a slight idea of it if you
will use your imagination a little.
Suppose  the island of Velanai
were givena crosssection like this,
A, instead of its present shape,
— . That wouldl be like the island
Hongkong is built on. The ecity
runs along two or three streets at
the base of the hill on the north
side of the island, and climbs the
sleep slopes of the “A" as far as
it can level off enomgh ground to
build en. Then, it crops out again
on the summit, which is not™uite
as sharp as [ have pictured it
Mext, vou must dig out the Jaffna
lagoon deep enough for the g
gest ocean-lingrs, and build a row
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of wharves along the Jaffia shore,
which represents the mainland of
China stretching off to the north
and west for thousands of miles.
One's view in those directions is
limited, however, by rather steep
grassy  hills, mestly vellow-brown
in this dry season. We cotme into
the harbor by the southwest en-
trance, rather broad, and bordered
for many miles by high, rocky
islands, quite different from Efu-
vailivi and Pungudutiva, We g0
out through the narrower eastern
entrance, which winds like a Jarge
tiver belween the sleep banks of
islands and headlands. The ad
jective ‘beautiful' vis much over-
worked, but I'll say that Heong-
kung has not been too much prais-
ed for scenery.

After 1 had got my ticket to
Frisco and made my  usual PlL-
chases, at the Post Uffice, | start.
ted for the Peak, which is almost
over one's head wherever one goes
in Hongkong. The tram-ine that
runs up there is not a wholly de-
lightful experience toa newcomer,
To begin with, the seats are built
on the level when the car is hori-
zomtal, Then, whep it starts up
the hill al an angle of 40 or 50
degrees, vou may lean back with
the seat, or double up and rest on
your khees if vou prefer to keep
your head wertical. One can get
used to either position, I suppose
But then, the ear stops al wav-
stafions four or five times on the
way up. The slations are just
stairways  alongside  the - track,
which does not bother o come
down to the hovizontal. It is a
curious sensation * when the car
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stops on theincline and then %e-
gins to slide back down a few
inches,  You wonder (all in the
course of a second) just how far
it is gomg o slide, whether the
brakes will hold, whether they
have pillows at the bottom; how
soon vou had better jump, and
other details of some importance
to yourself, But hundreds of others
travel on that line every day, so
I suppese it is not really such a
great adventure.

It is a4 gplendid view from the
top of the Peak. The day was
bazy, so 1 missed the full sweep
of it. But it was worth Lhe ride
and the additional 500 feet of climb-
ing to the summit, 1800 ft. above
the sea. One sees the other crests
of the ridge ome is on, and the
winding roads connecting them.
Large  buildings male the ridee jag-
ged. Below is the treccovered slope
with a sprinkling of bungalows
lower duwn, and then the roofs
massed close together in the busi-
ness district. The ships stand out
distinetly on the vivid blue water
of fhe harbor. And therd there is
all the variety of islands, channels,
and mountaing that T mentioned
before.

Coming down, [ took the steep
zigzags of the Peak Road It is
really only & path, for no wvehi
cle could negotiste such grades.
I should nat like to try that path
on a tainy day. It was hard enough
o hold back on a perfectly dry
one. And I should never  trust
myself in a  palanguin as  some
people do. It is steeper in fany
parts than the old Kodai ghat,
The botanical garden on the lower
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dopes was resplendent. with poin-
settias, the largest and most nu-
merous 1 have seen, There were
many other flowers, too, and a
fair showing of tropical ferns.
palms and lianas. But 1 had no
time to pause, excepl to notice the
bulbuls (similar to those in Kodai,)
and the black and white magpies
(members of the crow family, col-
ored like our Ceylon Robin). 1
have booked a place in the Shan-
ghai Missionary Home, and hope
to be there in time for aregular
feed on Christmas Day.

Junuary 5th. . . . In Shanghat, The
ctrects were shaded by overhang-
ing balconies and great cloth han-
ners that serve as signs for the
shops, They were crowded with
a hustling, jostling mass of Chi-
nese, with never a white face for
blocks. At each side, narrower al-
leys and passages led through walls
into darker shadows. Every few
minutes, at important crossings, one
passes a pair of soldiers, with high-
powered rifles slung over their
shoulders.

The Chinese impressed me from
the first as a capable and self-
reliant people. Their robbers, cut-
throats, and pirates illustrate this
perfectly. But it seems to be one
of the standing mysteries why the
Chinese do not show enough self
reliance in the matter of putting
down criminals. It is a regular
complaint that the Chinese will
never help catch a thief. Black-
mail, kidnapping, and other means
of terrorizing must prove an ef-
fective check to would-be informers,

Street-life in China was very
interesting, though it was not en:
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tirely different from that in south-
ern Asia. The crowds of people
overflowing from narrow sidewalks
into lhe streets make a traffic
problem similar to that of many
Western cities. Shanghai has the
cars, ton,—at least 7000 of them, ae-
cording to the licenses, trams every
half minute, and rickshaws as
thick as they are in Colombo. The
streets are much narrower, too.
The clothing of the Chinese is
faintly reminiscent of Kashmir,
only the long overcoats are slit up
the sides two feet orso. They are
buttoned down one side-(like Mr. T.
7. Koo's garment), only the but-
tons are just kiots of cord. (“In-

ventions: of the devil” said one
missionary who was wearing a
Chinese overcoat), All the gar-

ments are padded with cotton like
a guilt, and there is no limit to
the number that one person can
wear. The little children therefore,
may appear as broad as long, and
the older people like sausages.
The women, it seems, never wear
the long overcoat but only a coat
and trousers. But they are solidly
padded all round, too. Nearly every-
one walks around with his sleeves
meeting in frdnt, hands buried in
the opposite sleeves for warmth. T
tried that, but found the sleeves of
my overcoat were not wide enotgh
so invested in a pair of gloves.

SJanuary 11th. Aside from a few
hours in the *Chinese part of
Shanghai, my only glimpse «f the
real Chinese China was at Soo-
chow. You will find that on the
map about 40 miles west of Shan-
ghai, a two hours’ ride on the
express, Thost Chinese traings are
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an experienice. The first class com-
partments are much like those in
second class on the S, 1., but there
is a table between the two seats,
A little chap labelled “Boy" en-
ters as soon as the frain  leaves
the station, and brings with  him
small pots of tea and handleless
cups. Most of the passengers in.
dicate that they want tes, and
thereafter it is a continuous per-
formance ; the Boy comes to re
fill the pots every twenty minutes
for the duration of Lhe journey.
The smoking is also steady and
violent. They use American cigar.
ettes mainly ; if they were addicted
to Jaffna cigarsin these countries,
I should not be alive to tell the
tale, for there is smoking on every
train, tram, bus, etc. all through
China and Japan. Almost cyery
night T conie in with a strong whiff
of the weed onme, and the clothes
still hold it in the morning, some-
times.

The ride to Soochow is through
the flat land of the lower Yang
tsze valley, and i5 not wvery
much for scenery. Ridged garden-
plots are the feature of the lands.
cape, and only afew bits of green
are seen in some of them at this
time of the year. I was going to
-say that every inch of ground is
used, as it is in the most fertile
sections of Jaffna, but there are
the big cemeteries to be deducted.
They are scattered here and there
through the fields, and the large
gravemounds take up a lot of
land. In some sections | estimated

that about one-twentieth of the
arable land was idle on that
account, It seems ad if the Chinese
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would have turned 1o cremation
when Buddhism took woot there.
Their system of burial is a areat
economic swaste, not like the Jap-
anese idea of stowing away the
temeteries on the sleepest hill-
sides, and crowding the graves
together so that the stones are
rubbing shoulders with one an-
other. But the .country is not all
dry gardens and brown mounds,
There are touches of green in the
groves of bamboo, and in smaller
groups of pine or cedar oeccasion:
ally. Then there are a number of
winding streams and canals, the
roads of the country. A motor-car in
China is not of much use outside
the limits of the cities or inside
the old walled cities like Sogchow,

1 explored Soochow by rickshaw,
aided by a puide whose English
vocabulary was  limited to two
words. “Vely™ and “old” So [ be
lisved most of what he told me!
Venice has been often maligned
by being compared with various
places in the east,—Srinagar, for
example. And Soochow is another,
because it happens to have some
canals running through the city,
and of course some bridges over
them. The canals are like those
in Srinagar, but narrower, and if
possible dirtier. Every two or three
minutes, one gels out of his rick
and walks over a bridge, for they
are about as high as they are
long. They are picturesque stone
affairs, with steps up and down, .
The streets in the outer section
of the city run like village lanes
in Vaddukoddai, with the tums
somewhat oftener, unfil one loses
one's sense of direction entirely,

.
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"There is an old city wall, too,
hut it does not have much rela-
tion to the present city which
does not fill its former limits, but
spreads out on one side. Within
the wall, the shops are better, and
a surprising number of them sell
foreign goods. But the alleys are
barely wide enough for two riche
shaws (o pass. It is rather exci
ting to ride in arickshaw through
the city. The puller keeps up 3
constant honking on the horn with
which his wvehicle is provided, and
charges full speed into openings
six feet wide that are already
comfortably full of pedestrians. Yet
there were no lives lost as a re-
sult of my journey, as far as T
know.

1 don't know whether the Chinese
ever heard of the tower of Babel,
but they started out to build some-
{hing similar in style. Their tem-
ple towers, running up to well over
200 feet in height, are imposing
structures. The first one I saw
was an old affair, leaning at a dizzy
angle, perched on top of a small
hill. Tt was a sort of Chinese Mihin-
tale, T judged, for the whole hill
was dotted with monasteries, most
of them in a bad state of disre-
pair and neglect. Near the topof
the hill was a little gully some 15
feet wide and five times as deep,
spanned by abridge. An old Chinese
king was out hunting on this hill,
the story runs, when he came
across a tiger. He hit the beast
g0 hard that he cracked the hill
like this. | wonder what that tiger's
_skin looked like! In the centre of
the walled city, there is a similar
tower, newer and higher. Tt also

.
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is built of brick, seven stories in
height, and surrounded by a cov-
erod balcony at each story. 1
happened  to run into  another
party who had a pass fo g0 inta
the tower, so 1 tagged along, as-
cending seven Tickety flights of
wonden stairs in the semidark-
ness. From the lop we could see
westward to some mountaing near
Nanking, Tiger Hill two or three
miles off, and under us a mass
of grey tile toofs, broken here and
there by bare mounds of earth.
These last, T was told, were heaps
of brick and tiles left fronr houses
destroyed in the T'ai P'ing Rebel-
lion many vears aga (in the fifties
or sixties, | think). 1 heope that
Yokohama will not take so long
to clean up, though they still have
a lot to do here. (Tent Hotel, Yoko-
hama:)

I wish I had seen Peking, but
1 am glad T didn't cut Japan for
the sake of taking the long sed
journey up to the eapital. T hear
also that they are having a real
winter over in China, with the
thermometer down to 15. Even
Shanghai was colder than Japan,
—or perhaps T am getting more
used to the cold by now, Must stop
now, to give the folks in the next
room spme peace for the rest of
the night. This is the only regu-
lar hotel in the burg now, and
its: name -shows how it started
soun after thesbig earthquake of
Sept. 1923, It {s not muck The
partitions are only of some sort of
heavy cardboard, it seems. But
when one sleps out of the door
and trips over a fragment of brick
in the middh of what used to be
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one of the principal streets of the
town, when one looks out over
acres of vacant lots with only the
foundations showing, with a few
big shells of buildings  that have
been seraped clean by fire, when
one tries navigating in a rickshaw
through unlizhted streets as dark
and deserted 4s 2 jungle, then
one begins to realize that some
thing big struck this town, and

IE

the fall was so hard that the city
has not found its feet wet, after
almost & year and a hall Hence
L consider the 14 yen a day that
I am paying here at the hotel to
be a contribution to the building
of a good hotel in the place.

. Give me time, and Tl tell you
a little about my experiences in
Japan in my next.

L=

A HUNDRED YEARS AGD
A Brory or Ubpuvm

It was a hot April Monday, or
to use the term in the Hindu
calendar, one of the closing days
of the month of Panguni The
heat during thizs month is so great
that a proverbial sayving in Tamil
compires g tetrible experience to
the agony of oae who walks bare.
headed in the nponday sun of Paw:
guni. On this day at about 10
o'clock farmers were plodding their
weary way home with wet well
baskets on their shoulders after
irrigating their gardefts which were
situated arcund the church com:
pound at Uduvil. As some were
walking along engaged in conver
sation, they hear. a peculiar mo-
notonous hum, and on looking be:
hind saw a palapguin borne by
four sturdy bearers approaching.
It md¥ he noted here that there
were no  conveyances with wheels
at the time and the first con-
structed by the pioneer mission-
ary, Mr. Meigs, was,such a novel

thing that hundreds flocked to see
it on the roads. The palanquin was
at the time the wvehicle used by
the highest in the land and espe-
cially by the Eurepeans. The men
wondered whether it was the Perig
Drat (Chief Civil Servant) that
was coming along for some enqutiry.
As the palanguin neared them they
saw four white faces, thuse of two
gentlemen and two ladies, “Salaam,
Salaam” were the smiling greetings
of the occupants of the palanquin,
and a show of surprise was all that
these men were able to return in
respunse to these greetings. They
were soon near the Vathakoil, as
the roined Christian Church was
called, At one time a Franseiscan
friar was said to have worked
there, but when the Dutch ruled
Jaffna it was made a Protestant
Church. There was at this time
no roof on the Church nor on the
house adjoining it. The house and
the Church were in a dilapidated



18

wondition and one of the walls of
the house was shattered by a
growing banyan tree. The com-
pound in which these buildings
stood was overgrown with this
tles and weeds; and such was the
deserted condition of the grounds
that people scarcely entered the
place, and some even believed that
it was haunted. The scene was
far from encouraging to our visi-
tors who had come with the in-
tention of making a home there.
They, hewever, went over the
whole compound in spite of the
oppressive heat, and finally took
shelter under an [luppai  tree
which spread its cool branches
north-west of the ruined Church.
Here they were soon - surrounded
by an inguisitive crowd of specta-
tors, mostly consisting of those
who had come that forencon to
attend the annual sacrifice of goats
and cocks to a female deity who
had the rather endearing name of
Peththathai or grandmother, but
" who was dreaded by those who
failed to offer the usual sacrifice,
The spund of drums al intervals
showed that the festival was still
in progress in that temple which
was only a hundred yards from
the place where the strangers were
resting,

These strangers were two mis
sionaries and their wives who had
come from the Mission House at
Tellipallai to find out whether a
new station could be opened at
Uduvil. One of the gentlemen was
tall and somewhat lank in appear-
ance, and the merry twinkle of his
eves now and then while he talk-
ed showed that he possessed a
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sense of humour. The other was
of middle height, dignified in bear-
ing and of aserious cast of face.
Both the ladies were a little over
the average height, and one of
them had a gentle, matherly face
which was lighted up with smiles,
as she looked at the crowd of peo-
ple that had gathered round therm.
The other had dark hair and eyes
and an exceptionally intelligent
face which had a far away look
at times. She moved about eager-
ly locking at the scene round her,
all the time asking questions about
what she noticed.

The strangers could talk to the
people only in monosyllables, and
this created great interest in them
in the minds of the older folk,
while the vounger ones were vast-
Iy amused, and gave expression to
their amusement in peals of laugh-
ter. One lad more irreverent than
the rest said that those white peo-
ple could not be of the same race
as that of European Dorgis, but
must be some broken down Pa-
rangrs that had lost their way, If
they were real gentlemen, would
they smile at them and try to
make friends with them? There
was a hush«when a very old man
came in hobbling along leaning on
a stick. The men standing round
removed their shawls from their
shoulders as a mark of respect
to him. The old man made a low
obeisance and asked the strangers
whether he codld do anything for
them, On their signifying thet they
would be glad to have some wa-
ter, the old man ordered some of
the boys who were standing near
to run up and Dbring from the
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compound of his daughter come
tender coconuts, The lads return-
ed not only with ihe COLOULs,
but with pekbai, (rice cakes), mo
thagam (preparation of Hour, sugar,
and peas) and plantains. The daugh-
ter of the old man who was the
wile of the priest of the adjoining
temple, on hearing that some white
strangers had come to the place
and were staying under a tree
hungry, was touched and she said
to the boys who had come far
coconuts, “Take some eatables too,
My =ons, Strangers at our  pates
should not starve” The tnission-
aries were delighted to drink 2
beverage that they had never tasted
before, and from nature’s vesse]
too ! And they gladly partook of the
refreshinents, which they especi-
ally appreciated as  they were
prompted by thoughtful hospitality,

For some weeks afler this day
one of the missionaries  would
come now and then from Tellip-
palay to supetvise the repair of
the ruined house, A new roof was
put on, and was covered with palmy-
rah leaves. There were no windows
ordoors, and when the two families
came (o occupy the House they had
to improvise some sort ol screens
made of plailed doconut leaves.

Vrhen this missionary had (o
*gtay at times overnight to superin
tend the work that was going on,
he would recelve & chembu  [ull
of milk from a neighbouring liouse,
On enguiry he Pwmd oot that the

sender was the same woman who
had en that first day supplied
them  with refreshments. This

woman  was reputed in the village
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as an exceptionally liberal and
tender hearted person, and her

dependents and servants blessed
her for her many acts of charity
and called her by the affectionate
term, Aghy (mother). This mis
siomary called her Fal Achy (the
milk mother) to show his appre-
ciation of her thoughtfulness,

Soon after the missionaries arriv.
ed to settle down in the repaired
house, two girls would come to
the verandah, and when spoken
by they would run away. Grad-
ually, however, they threw off
their timidity and became [riendly
with the ladies, Their altempt
to teach the girls met with little
success. On promise. however, of
jackets they learnt to sew. They
were so fond of the ladies that
they would play all day long in
the Mission verandah.

Ong of these girls lived next
to the Mission compound, within
a hundred yards north of the
present School hall, and was the
daughter of the priest referred
to above, The family was in
very: affluent circumstances  Their
house was what the people of the
time  would call 4 palatial one:
It consisted of two sguare piles
connceted  with each other, with
a eourtyard in the middle of each
square, One sguare was used by
the men, and there were two rooms
in it. The other was used by
the women folk and in it were
the kitchen and the store room.
There were verandahs running
around the whole house in which
farm  implements, ete, were stored.
A few yords from the house stood
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.a shed i which was housed the
goddess. The family belonged to
a high caste, and claimed that
their ancestors hailed from India
bringing along with them their
dependents and slaves, and Peth-
athai, their household goddess.
There were twa daughters in the
family, The older one was not
allowed to leave the house as sfie
was a grown up girl, but the
younger was at liberty to run
ahout and play with the children
in the neighbourhood. She was
the pet of the family and was
called Chinnachi (the little mother).
She became so  attached to the
ladies that she would go home
and tell her mother wonderful
stories about their kindness and
cleverness. This interested the
mother so much that she secretly
told Chinnachi {6 bring them
some day to the house. But the
priest, her husband, should be
consulled. When the subject was
introduced to him he was in a
terrible rage.

“What!" he exclaimed, “and 1 a
priest too! What is this world com-
ing fo! No wonder our ancient
writers have said that women
are foolish and should not be
trusted. What a perfect idiot you
are to sugsest  that Mlechchas
should come near thé holy place
of our goddess; why, Feththathai
will strike you and us and our
little “ones with chelera or the
small-pox if we dare to desecrate
her grounds. T must even now
sacrifice agoat to appease her for
the mere suggestion.made by you.”

He raved on in a similar wvein,
but the patient wife said nothing.
That was the way with her. She
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“Two should not get

woulds say, ld 1
anery at the same fime. S_he
would watch for an opportunity

when her husband was in good
humour, and would then take him
{0 task for the the nasty things
he had said or done. Her blus-
tering and abusive husband knew
that she was the stronger and
the more intelligent of the two.
She was the manager of the house.
hold ahd the farm, and her hus-
hand knew that he was help-
less without her wise economy
and careful management. So she
was the real power in the house,
although she never aggressively
asserted it. She seemed to obey
her husband, but after all, she
always had her own way. Day
after day the wife gently pressed
her hushand to let her have the
pleasure of receiving the mission-
aries, The husband at last gave
his consent on condition they
should not be allowed to come
into the house. A day was ap-
pointed for a meeting and neigh.
bours and relations  were invited
to see and hear the white Am-
nihs. Mot only the ladies but the
two gentlemen also came. The
meeting was held in the open un-
der o tamarind tree, Two stools
had been got ready for the ladies,
and what was to be done aboyt
seating the gentlemen? A resource-
ful neighbour suggested that two
mortars might be requisitioned for
the purpose, and accordingly two
were brought in and turped up-
side down and the gemleﬁen sat
on them. The men t(hat were
gathered together stood a little
aloof, while the women gathered
round the lsdies and listened to
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their loving talk with the aid of
an interpreter. The priest sat sul-
lenly on the verandah of his house
locking on. But the wife, who
showered marks of affection on
her white sisters, listened cager-
ly to their wonderful stories, and
her heart was so touched that <he
began to feel that her little daught-
er's impression was notat all ex-
aggerated and that these people
had come from a far off country
to do them real good, But when
the ladies pressed her to let her
daughter enter the Boarding school
about to be atarted, she sadly
shook her head and told them
that could not be, as the child
and the whole family would loze
caste thereby.

And then came an eventful day.
Chinachy and her companion were
one evening playing  and sEwing
in the missionaries’ verandah, when
suddenly it seemed that the Vary
floodgates of heaven were apened,
and rain came down in torrents
The little girls were [frightened
and waited till the rain coased,
but the rain kept on, and be
ing 4 mew moon might it was
piteh dark. It was getting VELY
late and the ladies decided that
the girls should not attempt to go
home.  PBut they were hungry,
They offered them some bread and
plantains.' Chinnachi, who had
learnt to love the ladies as her
own relations, readily consented
to eat, Bul the other girl would
nol touch the bread. as

it was
cooked food, and ate only the
plantains.  Although Chinnuchi's

house was near by no one came
in search of her, as. the father
supposed that she was as had

o

aften happened, in Lhe house of the
other wirl who was a ralation;
but the mother knew that sIhe
was in the safe keeping of the mis-
sionaries,  The day dawned, and the
sun shone bright. But great trouble
came o the household of the priest,
The news that the child had eat-
en at the house of the white
people had spread like wild fire,
and an angry crowd of relations
and neighbours sathercd together,
The wgirl was severely whipped by
the father, There was a great
outcry  against  the missionaries.
When the excitement subsided,
they considered the practical ques-
tion as to what should be done
with the girl who had become an
outcaste. TFor days the question
was considered and no one  could
suggest a plan of action. Now the
mother, who had been anxiously
revolving these things in her mind,
spoke up. One day when somme of
her older relations were bewailing
their evil fate, the mother said:—

“To my mind, two things are
very clear. One is, it is impos-
sible for us to find a vellale Bus-
band for the girl, even if we
offer a tempting dowry. The second
15, a8 a mother [ feel thal there
iIs no one in the world, not even
my nearest relations, to whom [
can safely enfrust my little one as
to these white people. The thing to
do is to take the wirl to them
and ask them to assume all res
ponsibility, even that of finding a
husband suitable to her caste, [
feel that this is the will of the
Ishwaram.”

The relations nurmured approval,
Indeed, such was their respect for
her sound common sense and un.
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erring judgment that, womdn as
she was, they would go to her
for advice in their troubles, and
sk her to arbitrate in their dis-
putes, The tushand felt relieved
of a burden which had weighed
on his simple mind, much as he

revolted from the idea of entrusl-,

ing his pet child to [oreigners
whom he cordially hated.

The mother had not, it must be
said, spoken out her whole mind
in this matter. She was really glad
that the thing had turned outas
it had. Day by day as she had
heard her daughter speal of the
loving ways of the missionaries a
strange {ascination drew her to
them. The daughter would beg her
to let her stay with the mission-
aries, and they had both speretly
hoped that some way would be
soon opened, Now she felt that
their heart's desire was fulfilled.

The momning after the decision
was taken, the father with a few
elderly relations waited on the
missionaries. The Neduval Padre
(the tall missionary), as Dr. Spauld-
ing was called, was at home, and
the father accosted him thus—

“Padre, you haye deprived me
of my daughter by making her
lose caste. | will forgive wvou if
you will from this day assume all
responsibility for lLer. You must
find for her a high caste hushand.
Remember that T will not give
her even a kuli of land which 1
intended to give her as her portion,
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You have to provide the dowry
also yourself.”

Needless 1o say, the Mission-
ary at once closed with  the
offer, especially as he knew how
ansious Ihe girl had been to study,
But he imposed one condition; the
parents were not to interfere there-
after in the plans he had for the

girl To haye a high caste girl
enter the school as a boarder
meant a great deal for the plans

of the missionaries, a8 mMany who
were hesitating would, they hoped,
he encouraged to  send in their
children. Nor were the mission-
aties disappointed.  Slowly  but
steadily came applications for ad-
mission, and the Boarding school
hegan to grow in numbers.

Tow Chinnachi developed into
a fine Christian girl. how some-
time aflerwards the father wished
to take her away, against his pro-
mise, how she was removed to
the mission Varany school, how
she was married 1o a Christian
convert who was an apothecary
in Government service, how the par-
ents unexpectedly gave her her mar-
riage portion, how she returned to her
old school ase its matron, after the
death of her husband, and how
Betsy Acce was respected and
loved by a generation of Uduvil®
girls: these are indeed matters af
interest, But that, as they say, is
another story. We are here con-
cerned only with the beginnings
of the mission work at Uduwwil.

I, M. C.



ISTUDENTS’ SECTION

MY TRIP TO THE JAMBOREE
{CONTINUED FROM THE DECEMRER NUMBER)

We left Sideup, our first camp-
ing place, and went over to
Wembley and  camped at the
Wembley paddocks, a few vards
from the exhibition grounds, where
all the Empive Scouts camped for
the great Imperial Jamboree. On
the 28th of July the Overseas
Scouts, numbering four hundred,
were inspected by H, M the
King at Buckingham palace when
Sir Robert BadenPowell, Chief
Scout for the whole world, and
the Duke of Connaughl were also
present. ‘The King shook hands
with every scout and put some
questions Lo some of the scouts
He gave a short speech telling
us that he went round the world
al the age of fourteen and that
he felt that once a boy scout was
always a boy scout. He said that
we would learn great things in
one week at Wembley which we
could not learn in a whole year
at school.  He concluded the speech,
wishing us the best of visits in
England and a safe return toour
-own native land.

I am proud to say that the
Ceylon Contingenl was remarked
on as a “smart sel of lads” by

the Duke of Conflaught, a remark
whicke was repeated over and .over
again by the Chief Scout and
many others. At the end the Chief
Scout told us to make friends
with the Scouts of Ehe old  coun-
try, and to be brotherly with all
scouts,

We then were conducted over
Buckingham Palace, The Palace
derives its name from a mansion
erccted by John Shefficld, Duke
of Buckingham in 1703 and was
purchased by George T some
sixty years afterward. His sen
comimissioned Nash, the architect,
to remodel it, but it was little
uged until 1837 when Queen Vict
oria chose it as her own residence,
and King Edward VII, King George
and Queen Mary have made
constant use of it. King Edward
VIl was born there on the Gth of
November, 1841, and died there
also on 6th May, 1910. The front
was reconstructed in Portland stone,
and a wing added, which forms
an extensive guadrangle—the: east
front facing the Park. The Royal
Museum is to the south of the
palace. Iere is kept the magni-
ficent coach with paintings by
Cipriani. On the 20th a special
service was held at  Westminster
Abbey, where the Dean of West
minister preached. His thought
was “Let the stones of this Abbey,
which tell us of great men who
have gone before us, let them
inspire you, my children”. After
the sermon a procession of Scouts
with all the flags of the empire
followed.

About Westminster Abbey we
learned the following facts, Ac
cording to tradition, the first church
on this site was built between
the vears 605 and 610 hy Egbert,
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King of the Bast Saxons. Being
built on the west side of the city
of London, it was called the
“\estminster”” to distinguish it
from the Church of St, Paul’s.
A Benedictine monastery was €s-
tablished in it at the time of St.
Dunstan in 960. Edward the Con-
fassor 1s, however regarded as
the founder of the church and
was crowned there, as has been
every menarch since, with the
exception of Edward V, who died
uncrowned. Round the Confessor’s
chapel runs a spacious ambulatory
from which open numerous other
chapels, The choir screen displays
thirteenth century stone work.
The organ stands on each side
of the screen, the organist’s seal
being in the centre. There are
sixty eight stops, but T don't know
what stops are. Near the western
end of the nmave Is “that touching
symbol of the nation’s grief and
remembrance, the graye of the
unknown warrior”. As we passed
this, even we felt something in
our hearts. This grave is always
surrounded by innumerable wreaths.
All that is necessary is said by
the following inscription:

Beneath This Stone Rests the Body

Of a British Warrior

TUnknown by

Prought from France to lie among

The most Iostrious. of the land

And buried here on Armistice Day

1ith Noyember, 1920, in the presence of

Hiz Majesty King George V

His Ministers of State

The chiefs of His forces

And a vast concourse of the nation,

Thus are commemorated the many

Multitudes who during the great

Wag of 1914 to 1918 gaye the most that

name 0 rank
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Man can give—life itself

For God

For King and Country

For laved ones, Home and Empire
For the sacred Cause of Justice and
Phe freedpm of the World.

They buried him among the Kings
because he

Had done good towards God and towards

His house.

This marble slab was quarried
from omne of the Belgian battle-
fields, On a pillar close by is
suspended the Ypres flag  which
was carried in France during the
war, and rested on the grave for
a vear. In a small receptacle
below is kept a Congressional
medal bestowed on the Unknown
Warrior by the United States Go-
vernment in 1921

Tn the sanctuary all the sovereigns
of England from the time of
William | have been crowned.
The tombs of many abbols are
in the cloisters. The chapterhouse,
an octagonal chamber, is full of
stone seats with a single central
pillar. This was the meefing place
of the House of Commons for
about three centuries, from 1200
on, At the south-west end of the
Abbey is the Jerusalem Chamber,
taking its name from the tapestries
with which it is decorated. Here
Henry IV died on the eve of
starting for the Holy Land, The
Abbey possesses a fine peal of
bells, the heaviest in London. On
the treble is the inscription, “Thanks
to God who giveth us the viul-(}ry".
The bells which, with the additions
to them, comprise a full octave,
were rung after many years' silence
in honour of she King's birthday
in 1919.



My Trip to the famboree

On the first of August the
Jamboree was opened by H. R. H.
the Duke of Connaught, at the
Stadium. The Scouts entered m
eights with the bands playing, and
as each contingent passed the
Duke, the flags of each country
were dipped to the ground in
honour  of - royalty. Songs were
sung by a thousand specially train-
ed Welch Scouts. At a certain
bugle all Scouts rallied round the
Duke, and the first part of the
National Anthem was sung with
all the Scouts kneeling, and the
second part with them standing.
Then three cheers were given for
the King, the Duke, and the Chief
Scout, and the Scouts ran back
and ook their respective seats.
Several displays were given by
some contingents cach day. Some
of them were the Highland Reel
by the Scottish Scouts with their
shining kilts. “Puck's Pageant” by
Scouts trained by Rudyard Kipling,
“The Founding of the Hudson
Bay Company” by the Scouts of
Harrow School, lassooing, ete. On
the second day. the Jamboree was
opened by H. B H. the Prince
of Wales, After the displays he
camped with us that night. He
was very simple; in his tent there
were only twochairs, a table, a
bed, and an oil lamp. He attended
the big camp-fire that night, and
joined us in our songs. Each
contingent gave ils country’s war-
cry, and as the- Ceylon contingent
did ot know any, we composed
one in Singhalese, and gave the
cry, the meaning of which I do
not know even now., There were
sing-songs and dances and when
the Highlamd Scouts danced, the
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Prince of Wales made the camp-
fire more enjoyable, by joining the
Highlanders. On the third day,
since it was Sunday, a great service
was held at the Stadium, where
the Prince of Wales, the Arch-
bishop of York, and the Chief
Scout addressed us. On the fourth
day, Sports wetre held, in which
" Mahamooth, Vernon and I ran the
ohstacle race, but were beaten by
the Australians. The Jamboree
ended on the Bth with a Scout
Fair. This was an Elizabethan
Fair, the object of which was to
show the Overseas Scouts what
kind of people lived in the reign
of Elizabeth. Shakespeare's “Mer-
chant of Venice” was acted as it
used to be in his time. We also
had another Fair, the only one
worth mentioning, because there
we realized the largest amount of
money ! We dressed  ourselves in
our national costume and this at-
tracted all to the Fair, Our troop
consisted of Tamils, Singhalese,
Malays, Burghers, and Parsis, all
of whom wore their own national
costume.  There were about twenty
Lwo thousand scouts campmg at
Wembley, which thus became a
city for the week of the Jamboree.
We had a general Post-Office, shops,
restaurants, and every possible
thing one could see in a city,
Our trekcart carried the letters
of our G. P. O, and proved most
useful, not only to us, but to
every troop at the Jamboree, In
our camp our troop was divided
into two patrols, the “Leopard”
and the “Sambur”. Each patrol
took the skins of these animals
and hung them in their tents,
This attracted all the visitors and

4
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other scouts, and every m_inute
we had to explain what animals
they were and how (o capture
them. In the evenings we had
to tell theml how to capture an
elephant and of our wild life in

Ceylon.

Ve lived there like brothers,
working for the brotherhood  of
man, Many friends of Ceylot
visited our camp, and 1 am plad
to write that T met an Old Boy
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of St. John. College, Mr. A, M
Kumarasamy, who was attending
a committee in London, of the
World’s Christian Student Federat-
jon. We stayed two days more
at Wembley and wisited the Zoo
and Madame Tussaud's exhibition.
Thus ended our days at the Jam-
boree.

5. S. SELVANAYAGAM
L. M. E. Class

@

GANDHI IN LIGHTER VEIN

Mahatma Gandhi is a personal-
ity that has captivated many &
heart both of the East and the
West, one who is considered one
of the world's greatest men. Great
men have been very humourous,
and in this way Mahatmaji is no
exception. His is the humour of
the heart of a little child fit to
enter the Kingdom of God,a hu
mour *that is the result of the
spiritual energy innate in him. His
all-embracing roselike smile at once
sheds a lustre and a halo around
his holy presence. He is one who
is ready to enjoy everything, full
of wit and wisdom. In a leader
who can “mould heroes out of
clay” and is guarding the dest-
nies of a whole nation, a main-
tenance of Crzarist discipline is re-
quired, yet his sternness and lofti-
ness of character are combined
with a divine, childlike simplicity
and sense of fun, which make him
a welcome companion to friend

and foe alike. With a smiling
face, he plays with his Ashrama
childten. In his writings and
speeches ag well, there are re-
markable instances of the quality
of his humour. In many of his
writings there is this strain, and
readers of *Young India" enioy
many a time a hearty laugh. To
each of his arlicles he assigns
beautiful and humourous headings,
such as “Well Done,” *“Next is
Gunpowder,” “Shaking the Manes.”
“If T were «¥iceroy,' 'Only six
months for the President,” "Sum-
mersaults,” “The Death Dance”
“Purzled and perplexed,” “Et Tu;
Brute," “Tired of Mahatma" He
is a thorough sport in his writ-
ings. At the beginning of his
“Tail Experiencds” he wrote, “The
reader knows that T am a= hard-
ened criminal ™  for this was not
the first time that he was sent to
His Majesty's prison, Under an
editorial, "'I‘hg Acid Test,” he writes
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thus—"T am supposed to work
wonders, lead the nation to its
predestined goal. TFortunately for
me 1 entertain no such  hallucin-
ations. But I do claim to be a
humble soldier. 1f the reader will
not faugh at me, I do not mind
telling him that 1 can alsn  be-
come an efficient general on the
usual terms. [ must have soldiers
who obey and wha have faith in
themselves and in their general
and will carry out instructions.

Gandhi as a patient is cheerful
and happy. There is a calmness
and joy in his face, for thisisan
expression of the inward happi-
ness which he possesseseven after
much suffering, service, and sacri-
fice. Col, Maddock on dealing with
Gandhi as a patient writes in
praise  of his  extreme cheerful-
ness. When Mahatmaji heard tor
the first time from the Doctor of
his release, he remained quiet for

some time and then said to the
Colonel with a smile, "I hope
you will allow me to be your

patient and guest a little longer,”
at which the doctor laughed, and
said that he expected his patient

to go on obeying hi® orders, At
Sassoon Hospital he wag VEry
Jmuch loved by the nurses and

he kept smiling at them so that
it was a joy for them to Turse
much a cheerful patient. One of
the nurses remarked, “Nursing is
‘not always a joy. Al times it i5
a tasi, But it has been g pure joy
and privilege to nurse Mr. Gand-
hi." There was a chain hanging
down from the top of his bed, of
which he took hold,to enable him

SAge?” “Tilty
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-
to sit up or to turn in bed, _and
he smilingly  said to @ friend
“That's my gymnastics.”

An amusing incident accurred to-
ward the end of his great trial,
when the magistrate applied to
Mahatmaji for personal  details:
three," “Caste 2"
“Hindu Bania.," ‘“Occupation?”
“Farmer ‘and Weaver.” On the
part of the spectators there was
a little merriment but these are
greal and memorable words  that
will go down to posterity as the
sum—total of the philosophy of In-
dian national life. On seeing an
American  gentleman, on  one oe-
casion, he remarked concerning
some books which he had lent
him, “T have not been able to
read those books. 1 have them
with me in prison, and shall need
them now,” and he added laugh-
ing “for Ishall have plenty of time
at last,”

As a speaker, too, he is hu-
mourous. On his return from South
Africa in  January, 1915, accom-
panied by Mrs. Kasturbai Gandhi,
his wife, he was welcomied with
a great  reception, presided over
by Sir Fheroje Shah Mheta, Re-
plying to a toast in his honour,
he said that they had also hon-
oured Mrs. Gandhi  “the wife of
the great Gandhi,” but that he
had no knowledge of that great
Gandhi ; that she, however, could
tell them more abour the suffer-
ings of women who rushed with
habies to jail.

He displays his best humour
with his "biz  brother,” Maulana

A
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n
Shaukat Ali Many a time has
Shaukat kept him under his pro-
tection from the curious gaze of
the multitudes. He is a giant with
4 child’s heart, and frolics with
Mahatmaji like a little child. Dur-
ing his convalescence almost all
the great leaders visited him and
received his darshana. The “hig
prother” fumbled about and kis-
<ed his feet, Lalaji burst into tears,
but Mahatmaji with his toothless
smile said “Lalaji, the joke is too
big for my stomach, I would have
2 hearty laugh but for the wounds
and stitches” Lalaji who was an-
sionsly expecting to hear from him
something sad departed with a joy-
ful heart. Coming to his recent
fast, when he was breaking i,
- gach of the leaders clasped his
hand and had a loving embrace
from him. Shaukat Al did not
offer himself to be embraced but
touched his feet, at which Mahat-
ma Gandhi laughed, for he knew
that his big brother did not go
to him for an emhrace because he
was tog bulky and large lirnbed.

The meeting of Saraojini-devi
with Gandhi in the great trial
was a dramatic incident. Nay, it
was pathetic. After a wearisome
journey, she came siraight to the
prisoner, seized his hands, and
placed them on her eyes as a
token of affection and reverence.
At the last Belgaum Congress she
started speaking, getting from Ma-
hatmaii before hand his rimmed
spectables for. as she said, ‘I
thought T could have obtained
from him in this way his won-
derful wisdom and mederation,” at
whica Mahatmaji heartily laughed,
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Gandhi at Belgaum was cheerful
and humourous. It was his genial
and smiling wisdom that was a
great factor hoth in the delibera-
fions of the Subjects Commitlee
and in the All India Congress Com-
mittee. 1t was a great pleasure to
everyone to listen to him, as he

" gave utterance (o various humour-

ous remarks with his mystic smile,
By his ready wit and kindly ha-
mour he kept the house in the
hest of spirits. Dr, Cassius Perera
of Ceylon who swent in eonnection
with the restoration of Buddha
Gaya at first moved a strongly
worded resolution, thus: “This
Congress recognizes the right of
Buddhists to Buddha Gaya™ hut
after this, the Doctor said agam,
“Suppose we move a simpler re-

solution, wording it thus, ‘This
Congress sympathizes with the
Buddhists. .. . etc.'” Mahatmaji

laughed and said “That 1s milk
and watery. 1like whiskey.” When
Dr, Paranjipai was speaking on
this point in a humourous way,
one of the other members asked
Gandhi whether this member was
in order, whereupon he immedi-
ately replied that he himself was
always out Of order, which made
the house burst into a peal of
laugliter. Another instanece of his_
humour was displayed when the
Pact was under consideration. Mau-
lana Hazrat Mohani began to give
a speech on a point of order, but
was virtually asking the Mahat-
ma to take up (he resolutidh of
independence first, This made Ma-
hatmaji remark that with due res-
pect to the Maulana he submit-
ted that it was not a point of
order but a point of advice. When
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Deshabhandu C. K. Das promised
to spin after all the leaders had
vowed to spin he langhingly re-
marked that the would be under
his tuition.

These are some of the instan-
ces which show Mahatma Gandhi's

cheerful nature; The treasure Of

his

radiant smile and happy wit

is reserved chiefly for the rare and
priviledged among his friends, Bande
Mataram !

L2

S, T. THURAIRATASINGIEAM,
L. M. E. Class.

OUR SAY IN ALPHABETS

A s for our Athletic Advizory Associ-
Lion, that mieets alter 30 po o and
eonducls it proceedings “in camers.
is for Budminton, the latest crade with
the Inter Hoatelites:

i for Curry that Canspithy prepires
ever g0 hot
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B is for Urill with our Demopsteator
in the Dew before Dawn,

is for the Elovative Expedition, which
we Ever so Eagerly Enjoy.

is for the Forum which meets in num-
bers Full with their gew constilutioh:
al ruler,

i for wur Gussip, which you cin find
here (in the “Miscellany'y.  Tf vou
want it regelarly cend yow' Green-
back for a year,

Is for Humbugs, fur from Highland
and Homes-over Stgiits they  coms ta
mitke the place Lum,

is for India:

s for our Facks who go up ill
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15 for Orators, to become which, many
students of Jate dre aspirmg.  (But the
Tesl way to be one s nol le cram
up written specches under the stairs. )
i5 for Petitions, thas we fear will now
be Plying Plentifully th the Faculty,
wilh Pitiful Plainis
ig for Questions from the Quills of
our  masters  which  though slways
Queer, are npevertholoss - Quetidran,
is for Radleals, of whom we bave a
few, who offen are so Refraglory and
Repugnant that we hive to make the
place & Reformatary for Uiem.
id for Sphine. Oh, 9F we coold have
one i the Compound €0 consult whcn
the eleclvne for Secretary sor Captain
cume |
18 for Tenmis that iz Timidly 2} re-
served far Teachers. The Terms are
Tao Tight tor a student-Tyro toThread in
iz for Uduville Pageant, which wour
Tai

tlikre fur their Jills to see

i for "Knickerbockers or Kodocken'®

about which our  Cricket-master  asks

a queslion.  We suggest  Kilts -for.our

athletes. W

L s for vur Librarian, a mighty Locd
*within hie precinces.

M iz for money, that the Biessy-body

% ol our i ' ot

mittees harass yvou for

N 18 for Nichols, now at Noisy  New
Yok, where heis a Neophvte at Theo-
logy,

=

=

=
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Unideyirad;
Unigua.
is for our Vereran, the heto of 4
hundred defeats, who cries “Vobe for
me or Vemish from View."

is for weddings, not one but twea,
which' we are wistfully waiting for,
15 for Xylography, a feature of our
Manual Training Department,

iz for YOU, ol readers. Why do you
not feed 1he “Miscellany 7

Is for Zenith where we are and hope
always to b,

¥ Say was

K
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- After along furlough the principal is ba‘{k
in harncss again so fully as to make it
necessary. for him, to stop and think very
carefully as to whether he has after all,
hien away from Jaffna College during the
past more than 8 year and a lalf. Yet,
Far from the madding crowd of details
thal -press upon  his waking  hours here
in Jaffna he has been having a most en-e
jovuble time of rest and refreshment, re-
newing  old  scquaintances. speaking o
afidiences about Jatfna and Jaifna College
buys, and prwsuing, n the ‘coal, seqles-
tered vale' of Harvard University a course
in education. This time has been  the
more enjoved because his mind was at ease
43 to the well being of the Collegein the
hands of the acting Principal, Mr, Harri-
som, and the Vice-Principal, M. Chellah.
That thiz .| was not misplaced he
is being aseured as day by day he picks
the various: threads in this complex tapes-
tiy of Jaffna College and its affiliated
schools with their 2000 students and finds
with what faithfulness and ability this lagk
has been met. This makes the work of
resuming duty an easy and pleasant one
and | wish to take advantage of this op-
portunity to express to the ex-acting prins
cipal, (as he modestly stvles himself), and
the wvice principal, my hearty thanks for
their services: and I would include in this
all the members of the college staff with-
oul wheora the wotk could not have been
carried on.

Fertunately few changes have taken place
in the staff during the principal's absence
in the way of removals, The one cnns[)[-
cious case-is that of Mr Nichols who left
in December before the principal’s arrival,
His going leit a big gap that ithas been
very hard to fill, o face much of it is
as yet unfilled. He did many things and
did them excesdingly well, One of those
things was the editing of this Magazine
We hope the habit of contributing to it
will Have become so firmly established as
not to be broken by his return to Ameri-
¢a. That this hope is likely not to be
dizappointed in evidenced by the fact that
he has already begun to send on Miscell
sany material, some of which may be seen
in this jssue. It will be & delight to  his
parenty’ to have him back with them and
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the principal iz plad that be has had the
opportunity during his furfongh of making
the acquaintance of the parvents and home
of Mr, Nichols so as. to he able to zee
himt as he'goes in o oamd  out during  the
next three years from rooms high up in
that New York city tenement and as he
mukes his way to and from the Union
Theological Seminary. Such parents. go
far in the way of explaiping =uch a genu-
i sterling character as we all recognize
in the one who three years sgocame from
it to labour in ourcollege.  After his years
in the Seminary we hope he will return
to the Mizsion field and {hat the parti-
cular part of the field to whichhe returns
will be no other thanm Jaffna College.

‘here has been another distinet loss 1o
the institution during the principal’s  for-
lough amil that is the passing of Velupillai
Gpapragasam. ‘Tribute has been paid to
him in these pages already so 1 meed not
add much more. 1 must, however, add
one personal word of appreciation of the
character and work of one who was most
faithiful and cheerlul in his service. Lovalty
was one of his traits of character and it
may be said of him “Well done good and
faithful servant.””

Another son of Ceylon has heard the
Fust a calling and is to come back, This
time it iz the son of Mr Louis Hieb who
was Hecretary of the Colombo ¥, M. C AL
it the early vears of this century The
son's name s Stephen P Hieb and he is
coming to Jaffna College some time in the
middle of this vezr unless well founded
expectations fail. Now he is  finishing his
education by taking @ course in Education
in Nebraska University having prefm]y ::
taken two vears in Theology, one at Union
and one at Oberlin  Seminary, and  his
academic course in Nebraska. As the son
of Louis Hieb he will be doubly welcome
1o Ceylon. -

The Educational world is full of new
jdeas in these days. ‘There is Supervised
or Directed Study, Socialized  Hevitations,
The Project Method, and the Dalton Plan.
Jaffna College is not immune to these ideas.
M. Phelps is trying out the Project Method
in Wi teaching of Heience to the Fourth
and Fifth Form hoys and working in with
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it something of the idessin the “Sosialized
recitation.  One of the projects is the eree-
tion of a telegraph ling from the College
House to the Laboratory. Others are do-
ing something along the same lines, (edu-
cational lines not telegraph). There are
projects in Mathematics, in English and in
..... But, after all, what is a project?

Mr. Ponniah, who has been in the
Manepay hospital for some weeks s, we
are happy to say, regaining his strength
and will, we hope, be able to join the
slaff betore long, We are fortunate in
having Mr. C. Kathirvetpillai for his Tamil
work.

Upan returning the principal was pleased
to find one of the new lots of land, the
ot to the West of the Hunt Building
which he choses to call the lane lot be-
cauge it is on the lane, flled with earth
and @ garden started by the Scouts which
now bids fair to rival any garden of the
‘good ofd days' when the ¥. M, €. A
garden committee flourished like 2 green
bay tree. It should be =dded that the
Garden Committee of 1825 is now taking
stepe to add its efforts to those of the
scouts: with prospects of something  far
superior to anything in the past even.

The following letter sent to all who
have subscriled to the Jubilee Fund may
be included here. Possibly it will reach the
cye of some grateful Old Boy who has

* and cheered by the report 1
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not vet subscribed to the Fund or some-
one who has not paid. his subscription, and
lead the former to aubseribe and the latter
10 pay.

Dear Friends.

Upon my return  from
America 1 find there is a  large amount
of the subeription to the Jubilee Fund
still to be paid in, The supporters of the
college in Ametica were much encouraged
took them
of the Jubilee and Centenary Celebration
and of the amount subscribed on the
Jubilee Fund. Will you not help Lo re-
move any liability there may be of chang-
ing me with having given too glowing an
wecount by helplng te bring the amount
collected nearer fo the amount subscribed,
This you can do by sending a part or all
of your substription, and by urging any
others todo the same.
The amount you subscribed was Rs.

The amount you have paid according to
our records is Hs,

For what yoo subscribed we are  grate-
ful. For what you have paid we are in-
creasingly grateful, Will you not increase
that gratitude still further by sending at
once afl or-a part eof vour subscription.
Cordially yours,

John Bicknell,
Principal.

* ALUMNI NOTES
By C. H. Cooke

The Hon. Mr. K, Balasmgham  has  been
appeinted o member of the Executive
Council, He continues his position in the
Legislative Council alsu a2 @ Nominated
Member.

M5 Velnpillai of the ~Gener-

Mr G. C. Barilette, Assistant Irrigation En.
gineer, Dedunova has beéen  transferred to
Vavoniya i charge of Mullative Sub-divi-
Biof.

Drs S P Subvamaniom, K Poolhatamby, 0.

al's office: has been appointed Registrar of
Lands, Jaffna,

Mr. W5 €A Copke has obtained the
degree of M. s, in Agriculture at the
University of Californisy Berkeley, Califor-
nia, U, 5. A.

ared N, Ambalavaner,  who
pm\:neded to Greal Britain for higher quali-
fications and have obtained them, have re-
turned and assumed dutics,

Mr. F. Tambiah, Proctor, 5. C,and No-
tary Public, has heen allowed to practise
as a Tamil Notary in the Chilaw District
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& Mp. N Kandwth, Assistant  Fostmaster,
Vaddulkoddai, has been transierred (o
Mirigama.

Mr. T 5. Sclah, Headmaster of the Gov-
ernment Enghsh Schaol, Gampuha. has been
ol {on a3 the Hi
of the Gampaha Txa:nmg Sehionl fur teachers,
My, 5 Wutiadingam of the Registrar of
Lands! Office, Trincomales, has been trans:
ferved to. Colombo, :
Mr A5, Sanders, Assistant Superinten-
dent of Escise, has been transferred to the

“Flying Corps” of Jaffna.

Mr. A, 5 Kariagaseoriar, Advocate, Col-
ombg has come to Jalfna to practise his
profession,

My, 5 Armstyong, who had been holding
4 temporary pest in the Public Works De-
partmenl has been permuanently -appointed
an Assistant Enpineer in the Department

Rev. [ 8. Mather of the Vannarponnai
Church, has been transferred to Kalmunai.

Rev. B, 5. Melelland of the Jampettah
Church, Colombo has been transferred to
Jafina,

Rew, J. K. ’
General Manager of

has been inted

Village Vernacular
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Schools g;micr' the Jaffud Council of the
S LU C

Rew, £ Ankietell of the Araly Chure
retired from active service and Mr G
Canagarelsom, has been called o the Araly
Church in his place.

Fey, A Kawdigh ot the Karadive Church
has been tramsferred to  the Tellippallai
Church and Kew. & O F, Welch to Chavaga-
cherry,

My G W Daworth uf  the Sandillipay
Church, has been transferred to Mool

My Lo N Hitoheack, who Tias been duing
Christian wirk samong young people has been
called by the Awchuvely Church as its preacher,

Obituary

The death of M
Clerk, Registrar-
o Janaary 1st

There passed away  on January  24th
Mr. 8 W. 8 Codke, the Postimaster of Pande-
Eerrippu

The death of Mr. 5. Kaowalepillel, Mer
chant and Commission Agent, Colombo, oc-
curred on January 29,

A e Kasagotalnam,
eneral's Office, took place

Sl
SCOUTING

The Sccond Jaffiia Troop regrets the de-
parture B Mr. E. G. Nichols, who has
been associated with the troop gince his
arrival, and who has been leading the
Troop from the tme of the departice of
Mr. ¥. R, Rajaratngm, the former Scout
Master. He revived the interest in the
movement and brought it new life at a
monent when it would have easily died
out-

On the evening of the 28th of Novem-
ber, 1924, all the teachers and students of
Jafina College with a number of visitors
assembled on Brown's feld and at about 5
p. m. the Seouts of the College greeted
the Eighth Troop (Manepay Memorial) and
st Jatfna Wolf Cub Pack (Jaffna College)
in the field, hoisted the College flag in
the nifddle of the field, and having saluted
it, entered the Principal’s bungalow to ac-
cept t;,e kind hospitality of Mrs. Harrizon

wha was at home to the Scoutz (o honour
of their departimg master and friend, After
Master,
Dia.
SabaratnaSinghe
\lt .

about  fiftesn minutes, tho
Mr. C. O, Eligs; with the Assistant
trict  Commussicaer; Mr.
and Scouters, Mr. R €. 5. Cooke,

A, Chelliah, My, K. V. George, A
Seout Master, and the guest, Mr

entered the field and mado a whistle, out
of which many of the audience could make
nothing.  But small groups of the Scouts
Were sgen running  hither and thither s
ing to remain unseen by the audience.
After some time, al a different call of the
whistle, the whole Cutlege Lompnund was
ringing  with *

Seaut

: 2 “moow 5% nedefeaes
“Kt-ee e ees” and “C-wo oo-ooes,"” and soon
the Seouts were in front of their master

na_l.uLir.lg him. The Assistant Disteict Com
missioner, was eiecied chairman for the day
at whose hidding the Scouts dispia ved their



Seoteting

guickness aml alertness in a  parade  and
in @ few ather Scoul shows.  This formed
the first part of the programme, which
closed with the istribution of badges for
proficiency in | different ceafis and  grades
1o the Scouts and Cubs by  their  depart-
ing Master. The audience 1hen adjourned
to Ortley Hall, while the Scouts inoa pro.
cesginn carricd the Cha il Mr. Nichaols
ip (e Mall in the- Scout way on seats
cleverly made up of poles,

portant pard ol the Brewell fune.
when the Assistant  District
Nichols were gar-

Tlie i
Lion |sein
Cowmissioner and Mr. B
landid on the platform, The chiel  item
on the programme was. tho. reading and
prezentstion of an artsbeally  iNMuminagted
address and A spovenir an arnamented
brass teay of Kandyan del, The  remain-
der of the tHme was nccupiod by the spegch-
ez of the Acting Principal, the Vice-Prin
and the Seout-Master of 1he Mane

cipel,
" pay and Jaffna College Troops and by
sime peculiar sohgs and  ceier ol the

Seouts, [or which they scem-to have much
raske.

The speakers brought Ionnul the  un-
tiring enthusisEm, perseverance, and the

sense of dary of the deéparling Master.
They advised the Seodis to follow  his
=pirit ot = e and simplicity, which, they
gaid, he exhi in the different  camps
held st Jalfne, Mandaitive, and Mutwal.

Afeer = wote of thanks was proposed by
one of the Seouts to tho audience, speaks
erg; and especially 1o the Manepay Scout
Troop fur iheir presence in: acceptance
of the yitation, the Tungtion came to a
close with the singing of the College song.

Thus the Troop hid Mr, Nichols fare-
well, Though he is oot with them at pre-
sel still he i with them inspirit throwgh
his letters,

Tn apite of Mi, Nichols' departure and
of two of the faichiul patrol leaders, Mas,
M. Chelliah -and Mase B, C. Thurairatnam,

-
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the work is carred on enthugiastically b¥
the untiring efforts of the Beout Master,

Mr. C. W. Kanangara, the District Coni-
missiongr visited the Troop duting the
carly part of Februaty and examined the
different patrals and their work with many
encouraging wortds.

Except for the parade and patrol ins-
bruetion, maost of the (ime is given now to
othe garden work. It will not be oot of
place to give a woid or 1wo about the
parden, The fertility of the soil and the
silent and sleady work of the Scouts Tiave
produced a promizsing garden to the smaze-
ment of the authorities and of those who
are: connected with Sconting, as well as
ta the immense satisfaction and encourage-
menl of the Scouls themselves who are
working in it The froop is waillng  for
he fullillment of the proverh, “You will
Teap whatever you sow.'"

The Troop has had various changes all
through and the last one it got over re-
cently was in the matter of the Cloh Room,
At the return of the Principal, the Troop
hmd” o vacate' ies Club-room. 'The stidents
have dormicories (o sleep, class Tooma to
study, faboratorics to work, but the Scouts
have no place to roost, By kind courtesy
of -1 local gentionsan, Mr., Kathicavelu, we
have heen allowed o use oneof his robme
% i temporary club rooim not far away
from the College. We earnestly hope that
the Colloge will encoprage us by making
provisicn for a club room. -

We are anxiously waiting for the June
vally which is to be held in Colombo and
are training ourselves o compete for the
EPOTES,

In closing; the Troop feels provd of hav-
ing succecded in sending {0 the Wembley
Exhibition Mr. 5. 5. Belvanayagam, who
has returned and -accepted the work af
feaiding his brother Scouts 3z (roop leader,

5. T. Aseervatham,
L. M, E. Class.

W
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"

The departure of Mr, E. (. Nichals fram
Jaifna College is a great blow to scouting
and a greater blow to the Wolf Cub Pack.
As an old Wolf so well had he taught
them to howl, dance, and hunt that soon
after his departure they were hunting for
him with howls and dances,

At last, the Old Waolves, the Scouts, went
into their aid and gave them an Old Wolf
who is learning how to bite.

The Pack work is going on steadily un-
der this new A Kela (wolf-cub master)
Mr. C. W. Kanangara, the District Commis-
joner visited the Pack during the frst
part of the first term and examined them.
On that oceasion, the wolf cubs exhibited
some of their dances, jungle crafts and
howls which delighted him.

2
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FIRST JAFFNA WOLF CUB PACK

The pack is proud of Mas, S, Teyavera-

singhe, who gol through the necessary
tests for winning the 2nd Star Badge, a
high honour.

Now there are three sixes, namely Crim-
son, Gold, and Blue, with a few recruits;

True to their creed they are following
the footprints and tracks of the old wolves
and are trying to have a garden of their
own, and the old wolves have given them
a plot of ground in which the Cubs have
already begun waork.

We have not been able to haved camp
tor them as yet. “We have planned 3 camp
for them, but the results are yet to be
Knowr.

A Kela.

JAFFNA COLLEGE STUDENT Y. M. C. A.

The Fourth Quadrennial General Com-
ference of the Student Christian Move-
ment of India, Hurma, and Ceylon was
held in Madras, December 24th to 3lst
1924, at which our Association was re-
presented by mine delegates, chosen at the
close of last term. These members re-
turned with the determination to do some
special work in their Y. M, C. A. Under
their influence, work is actively carried on
and the different committes have begun to
do their work enthusiastically. The Exe-
cutive Committee Members for 1825, are:

Pressdent @ ] C. Amerasingam, Esq.

Sunday School Comwutiee : 5. T, Poor,

Missionary GComsmitee . A, V. Nalliah.

Speakers are invited for the Wednes
day and Saturday night meetings. Mr, C. W.
Kanangara and Mr., Walters a mission-
ary from Burma, who came in connection
with the Wesleyan Synod, have already
spoken to us, and we expect to have Rev.
W.R. Maltby, the Travelling Missionary
of the 5 C. A, and Mr. Murray Brooks
of the Colombo, Y.M. C. A, very soon
and above all othe Eluvative Expedition
is. yet to come.

Our Junior ¥. M. C. A. is also doing

Vige-President: 5. 5. Selv AL
Correspanding Secrelary; 5. T. Aseervatham,
Recording  Secretary : K. Mathiaparanam,
Treasurer : 5. Vijayaratnam,

Spcial  Service Commifiee : 5. Rajanaya-

gam.

Garden Committes : 5. Dayid.

Miusic Cammitiee ; S, Katheravetpillai Esqg,
Prog i + AL Veth ANAM

work of its own. The members
are carrying on a “tuck shop” within the
college premises, to help us in our finan-
vial difficulties, They have started garden
work also, and we hope that this work,
which has been neglested so long, will (ake
on new life,

May the Almighy help us, that through

Publicnty Commitee : Mra, M. H. Harrizon,
Stwdy Cwele Committer: C. W. Phelps
Esy.

the A may shine Jesus Christ,
the Light of life.
S, T. ASEERVATHAM.
Secretary.,



THE STUDENT CHRISTIAN

It was the privilege of nine
students of Jaffna College to at
tend the Quadrennial Conference
of the Student Christian Associa-
tion of India, Burma, and Ceylon
held in Madras during Christmas
week. As none of us had been to
India before, to visit our Bhara
tha Matha, the land of our fore-
fathers, was another privilege.

After enduring and enjoying the
trip in the Ceylon Government
Railway, with no light in our com.
partment, the two-hour journey in the
steamboat, where some of us man-
aged to be seasick, the crowded
trip in the South Indian Railway
where the corridors were choked
by ereen-turbanned ticket collect-
ors and the stations were thronged
with “Arrangi,’ “9dli” and ‘“caf
fee” vendors, we cried to God to
save us from further troubles and
take us to the Women's Christian
College in Nungambaukam, {2 word
which [ took several minutes to
learn to pronounce, and never did
cottectly), and lo, we were there,

Dinner was waiting for us consist-
ing of bread, plantataizs and milk,

“Mille! Tam sure we will have it
every day" exclaimed a friend,
© YOh, in India milk s cheap,”

remarked a Bengali delegate.
“But it is not so sweet as in Jaffna”

“0ur cows carry no sugar with

them,” said the other.

We could not linger long over
the tasteless milk, but hastened to
attend the opening meeting. At the
close of this, we found ourselves
side by side with *hundreds of

ICJ:}

CONFERENCE AT MADRAS
strange faces, edch of us holding

a lighted candle and singing with
one accord, “Hark the herald
angels sing.” Ah it is  Christmas

Eve! There was a flood of light
emanating from the tapers, and
J wished one such light would
burn in my heart. We had be-
gun well—"Jesus Christ the Light
of Life."

The next morning we awoke
and saw that we were in a glod
rious place. We found ourselves
on the top floor looking down
at the fullblown white chrysthe-
mums and the overspreading trees
by the side of the beautiful Col-
lege Chapel in the COuadransle,
What a good place for a week’s
fellowhip and retreat ! On the flat
roof where we many a time re-
tired and watched the evening
stars, the crowded vcity lying a-
sleep and the beaming light revolv-
ing in the hghthouse, one vould
feel like Wordsworth, and have
“vital feelings of delight)’ and
perhaps wital feelings of sorrow,
too, atthe veal misery and ugli-
ness which we knew existed be-
hind the beauty in the city of
Madras. Just in front of the main
building is a wvery cool hamboo
grove, with seats, where might be
seen two or three persons ardent-
ly discussing, or a single person
walking with measured steps un-
mindful of what is passing around.
To add to the beauties of the place
there is a very wonique litte chap-
el which T shall not describe, but
leave every to one imagine, Tt was in
such a place that over two hund-

5 %

A
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red  delegates,
young Womel,
Burma, India,
gether in a common
under Christ,

young men and
from all parts of
and Ceylon, met to-
hrotherhood

Here we were able to point out
our diffieulties and the nceds pe-
culiar to each place. We discussed
together how (o build an Indian
Church acceptable to the Lord,
and how we could present Christ
to non-Christians. We laughed at
each other's colour, dress, and pe-
culiarities, without in the least
causing displeasure. We listened
to, lived and moved with such
men as Messrs. G, F. Andrews,
E. C. Dewick K K. Kuruvilla, J.
C. Winslow, Bishop Packenham
Walsh and others. Ahove all we
came to take Christ a3 “the Lord of
all good life” the theme of the
conference. We felt sure then that
if we admitted Christ to rule over
our desires, over every thought, word
and deed, really, the Conference
would be like the Mount of Trans-
figuration in our lives.

There were many sides to this
Conference. We had songs {rom
the various delegations In their
own langnages, funny storics, Burm-
pee  dances, games, Conference
sports, excursions and enjoyable
S C. A meetings every day. A
special feature of the ‘Conference
was the Federation meeting, where
we heard from the different Stu-
dent Associations forming the Stu-
dent Chrigtian Movement. We felt
that we were not the only 5. €.
A, but a part of the world's or-
ganization, Although in the world
thers is hatred, war, and suspi-
cim{ between nations,”{he "Cliris-

Jafina College Miscellany

tian students of the world are united
in love and fellowship. China sent
its greetings in its own language.
The Netherlands, Germany and
Japan exprossed  their greetings
and prayers in letters. The Ame-
vican delegate said that there is
a preat need of sincerity, heart-to,
heart talks, and frankness which
is the only way to better under-
standing and fellowship. The Y. W.
C A, gaye its message, as did many
other organizations. May the Student
Movement, men  and Womet, rise
and say “We will have no war,”
and we will have mnone—Tno ha-

tred, no disputes.

At the Conference, no persan
was reserved and some Were pres
pared to open their hearts fully,
and to embrace each other in Chris-
tian love, and fellowship that will
Tust. We may belong to different
races, buf we are one race of
Christians,—that is what we felt.
1 am sure we cannot remember all
the lectures mor all the delegates
but we will mnever forget some
with whom we spoke without re-
serve whether they were Bengali,
Malayali, Punjabi, Assamese, of
Burmese: e shall never lose
sight of the calls that came to us,
and the visions that opened them-
selves to Os i

Throughout the Conference we
were happy, bu't when the day of
parting came, 1t was difficult.
“What can we do,” we tltought.
“We can never hope to see the
world outside as good as in this
Conference. The world out side is
mot so kind,, cheerful, true, or
friendly.,” THowever, we had to part,
and-lo outside of the Woman's
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Christian College portals, it was Fresh shall our memories be of

indeed, a different place. We lin-
gered awhile; the last of our
words  were spoken; farewells
were over, and we Were away.

the deep and rich experiences of
thiz Conference.
W. K. BONNEY,
. L M. E. Class,

&

JAEFNA COLLEGE .BROTH ERHOOD
OCTOBER—DECEMBER, 1924

The epecial feature  of lagl  term’s
work was the sssigning of onc meehing
a month fur the cultivation of the Tamil
b the whale o dings at thése
meetings being  conducted in Tamil. A
Tamil =ong was composed by Db T
PBalanathen, (o be ‘sung at every such
meeting.

The subjects that were discsssed were
of an sbsorbing  nalure, many of  them
eofverning . issues that are cither agitat
ing Coylen or the world af present, A
few of them are as follows:—

““Classics (Latin, Greek, Sanakrit) should
be made compulsory in the Ceylon
University'”, Proposed &y Mr E. V.
Winslow, opposed by Mr, 8 K. Poornasat
Junsm. Lust:

“Hydrogen I8 amelal. ' Proposed by Mr.
K. 'Somasundram, opposed by Moo D,
Palanathan. Lest,

"It ig better to° have loved and fost than
never to have loved st all". Proposed by
Mr. A Ponwial, opposed by Mr A
Nadarajah, Carried.

ol

FULED - G Gr s g Ean

LTy L
Proposed by Mr: [, Nalliah,
Mr. €. Subramaniant: Carried.
"Popeisa poot'. Proposed by Mo A, Kan-
dlish, opposed by Mr, 4, Eunogasabai, Lot
]rm-r-_caste dining will contribute much
tn the social wmancipation of the depressed
chissss, Proposed by My, C. Subramanias,
oppoted By Mr. &, C. Nadarajsh, Careied.
LS T B R 31 T P S R 1
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oppoaed by

g
.
Froposed by Mr. A. Nadarajah, opposed
by Mr. A Kenagasabai, Garried,

The fourteenth Anniversary Celebrations

of the Brotherhood were Reld Qotober
lath. The Secrctary read his  annual
report ch was foliowed by the twa
papers, “The Literary Star", and “The Kalaik.
gnanapnthanal,” the fwo organs of the
zocicty- The chicl interest of the day,
however, centered in  the Sham  Indian

National Congress, which proved a prest
success as has already been reported in
the Jaffna locsl papers.

The Celebrations were followed by the
usual - annual  dinoer. Covers were  [aid
for about 120,  When the time came for
spesches, Mo J. V. Chelliah, the Patron,
was appointed  the toast mister  for the
day, The Collepe toust was propozed by
Mr. Nevina Selvadorai, and  wes  hu-
womrously  responded to by Mr G W
Phelps.  Mra  Harrison proposed the toast
of ‘the Brotherhvod, to whicll the  Presi.
dent, Mr C Subramaniam responded. The
toast of (he Sister Associations was pro-
posed by Mr. Somasunidram, the Secretary,

and - was responded to by M, MNagalil
the T ive of T h & Col
lege, This was lollowed by the toast of

the puests, by Mr. A Nadarsjah omd was
rezponded to Ly, Mr, M, Balasundram.
Tho lsst tosst of the evening wis that

of the Ol Bovs, proposed by Mr, A,
Ponniah, to: which Mr. A' M Brodiere-
spanded

The svcoess of the Sham  Cungress was
maimly due 1o the help of Mr I V.
Chellialy, the Patrop, and  to Messrs, M.

1. Thomes and C. 0. Elias of the College

Stafl.  We cannot thank Mrs, Harrison

cnough, alan, for her help with the dinner,
K. SubMAsuNDRAN,

Sccremr}-\lgzi.
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g JANUARY—FEBRUARY, 14925

Sinice the wuorry of the Cambadge and that preparation for the London Inter-

the London Matriculation E: inations  Arts E inat might take them away
completely.  Yet in spite of all these

is over, ane would empect the Drother
hood to he more lively and more interest-
fng than in the last term af the pre-
vious vear, and I do not think he would
be wrong, At the beginning of the year
2 change was made by the College  au-
thorities as regards the time at which
meetings are to be held. Meetings were
formerly held on Friday evenings ‘begin-
ning 2t 6 p m, and il was .a great
pleasure  to the students fo assemble
just after their week's toil was over to
discuss some of the current subjects of
the day, or to try their skill in oratory
in their beloved assembly. But the au-
thoritiez no more allow it. The meetings
are now held on Saturday mornings, and
we are afraid that some of the drowsiness
that used to prevail on Saturdays: and
Supdays, may get nto our meetings also.
At the start, some of the members did
pot take much interest, and it was: thought

difficulties, the meetings have been carried
on with considerable interest, and just
at present so much interest s paid to
the Brotherhood that some members seem
to be epgaged in Brotherhood affairs even
throughout the weelk.

During this sextant only two repular
meetings  have been held, and two subjects
tave been discussed, They arei—

The hest way to aveid war is to be
prepared for war.

Human nature is noble.

It is cxpected that the
continue to tuke as much interest as
they ar¢ doing at present and, if this
hould happen, the Brothechood will make
the: drowsy Samorday an  interesting
school day.

students  will

. 3. Rajanayagam,
Secretary, Feb 1925,

THE JAFFNA COLLEGE FORUM

The Feram is the Association of Jaffna
College which is carried on by the stu
dents of the Fifth Form. It was carried
on until December, 1924 wnder the patron-
age of Mr, E, G. Nichols, and since then
under that of one of our History profes-
gors, Mr, M. 1 Thomeas, The affai uf
the Association, however, are solely inthe
hands of it members. The patron gives
them advice, helps them, and directs them
as to how carry oo their business,  The
Forum i= sery young, ia fact it is now
only three years old.

The members of the Forum are  prape
ful to Mr. Nichols for the service hedid
them in guiding and direcling this Associ-
ation. Heé gave the members advice free-
by, when they wént wrong, and made them
carry on ita affairs on A democratic hasis,
The réembers of the Forum held a fare.

well function for him before his departute
to America, and pave him a farewell ad-
dress,
Some of the swhijects discussed last term
WEFE i—
1. A railway line should be constructed
from Kankesanturai to Kayts. Affic.
mative, A, Selvaratnam, Negative, 5

5. Allred. Lost,

2, Girls should take part in  athletic
EHmes, -

Affirmative, T, C, Kanagara . Ne-

rative, K. Ponnudurai,  Carried

8, Bemad mpeosBmn Gudod e,
Afrmative, P. P. Vijayaratnam, Nega-
five, M, Seevaratnam,  Carried.
. :
V. KANDAMASWAMY,
Secretary, Ot to Deg, 1934

.
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TrE Forum, 1925

We have had (hree meetings during the
last sextant- The sebjecte were guite real
istic and were discussed with great en-
thusiasm, Weé buve made a gond  starc
and are anticipating. a remarkable success.
The following are the subjects discossed:

Cevlon is fit for selfgovernment

Frop:Mr. I R, Muttiah, Opp. Mr, ¥,
Murugesu. Carried,

The policy of nonsvioleace is the best

methotd of keeping peace in the world:
Prop. Mr. Goanamuttu; Opp, Mr. T
Visuvalingan, Carried
Girls should be given the same edu-
caticn as  boys
Prop, Mz, Thurairajasingam, Opps Mr.
Valliporam, Carried.
V. SOMASUNDREAM,
Secretary, 1925

P
THE ATHENEUM ORIENTAL DINNER

It i with thumping hearts that we
await the arrival of a festival or time of
enjoymient; Tt was with such hearts that
the sleepers in the Hunt Dormilory Ex-
tension rose from (heir beds on the 22nd
of November 1924, to get ready for their
termeend social. It geemed to thom as if
730, the time when the entertainment be-
pat, would never come, At Jast the en-
tertainment began and | pass overit as il
15 outside my topic.,

After the entertainmenl the guests were
talcen ‘slong the verandsh to the  waler-
shed placed before the Chemistry Lecture
Room, where all washed their hands. and
ascended the etaircase, At
of the Dormitory, used on that oceasion as
the dining hall, the guests wers received
with the sprinkling of “panneer.'” Like the
two paths leading to-a portico, the guesta
divided into two files and seated them-
gelved on the mats which hal already
been placed before the plantain leaves,

The gueats who had now begun to eat

“had time tv observe everyithing. The top
part of the place was decorated with paper
links, running crosewise and passed over
ihree rows of string =0 as to resemble
the side view of the, top of a Chinese
pagode. This was done so nicely that o
an obferver on one side of the dining
hall, the whole line of links seemed to e a
paper canopy, Oo the wall were pasted
slars, “koosas” and  “panneer-chempops™
cut out of paper. Over the window which
is on the wall dividing ghe Hunt Dormit-
ary from i3 Extension, was written Athe-
Oeurm, on & crescenl—shaped paper pattern.

the entrance

All these detzils helued to make
eorations reaily charming.

The things on the foor were quite dit-
ferent from those overhead, The grass
mats on which the guests sat were spread
aiong the walls and before the mats were
the plantain leaves. The other parts of
the dining hall were entirely covered up
by two threshing mats In the centre was
a table on which “chanthanam™ and “ve-
thilai” were placed. Four “RKutha® lights,
each of which was surmounted with “the
figure of a cock or & peacock were placed
on these mats, The light from  all the
cight wicks of these coconut oil Jamps
reflecting on the brghtly polighed brass
and the beautiful fgures gave them an
exiraordinory appearance. & cotser of the
Dormitory  was used as the kitchen where
all things were kept, and ihis place was
hidden from the gpuests’ view with a
scretn made of “veddi  cloths”  On this
screen the boys wasted a lot of Ume in
writing “Welcome'® with 4 grass which
sticks on Lo cloth,

the de-

Although T have tsken a lot of time to
describe these external decorations, to (he
wuests these were the observations of a
single minute. Now, having seen EVErY-
thing, the guest betook himself to his
leal, The leaves contained four ‘Pacha-
dies" which one speaker confessed later
on, in his speech, were the best he had
tasted for a long time. There were some
more cutrics and the leaves were all filled
with ‘them The whole party went on
chalting and esting and occasionally crack.
ing jokes al  the deplorable martet in

%
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which ouf American guests, who were Ui
accustomed to the Tamil way of eating,
helped themaelves. When the first vound
was ovor, plantaing, Tamil cakes :!nd
MAngoes Wore rerved. Then the eating
part of the pafty was over, and all Tose
to wash their hands. When they had
washed their lands, they re-assembled; and
ﬂ':_a leaves heing  removed within their
short abssnce, they
the mats to listen to the speeches, Detel
and “Chanthanam,” the presence of which
is the characteristic feature of Tamil hos-

seated themselves on .

Jaffna College Miscellany

o BUr
with

guests,
open

EIVen
spedkers

pitality, were nexl
whe listened to the
mouthis,

It was midnight when the proceedings
closed, and amid the sprinkling of “pan-
neer” the guests went Lo their honses.
But we were Loo excited to sleep ab once.
dnd we sat chatting in groups till, over-
come by the heat of excitement, we also
lay down and were goon drowned in shum-
ber.

S, K ABRAHAM HENIOR

il
CRICKET

Thig year we had a very inanapicious he-
giniing, owing to the feeling of the cal-
lege authorities that Cricket should be
banished. Yet the authorities have been
kind enpugh to give us the shorl season
of January, February, and March, for Cricle
ef. There will be no Leagie Matches
this season, hut we expect to play three
friendly mutches. Owing to Lhe untiriag
efforts of Mr. R. C. 5. Cocke, we have
arganized a temm, and we hope to do our
best this season.

A second team alsn has beéen organized,
and there is every hope that it will tarn
out to be a good first team worthy of the
college in the future. There are many
budding young ericketers whocan be rea-
sonably expected to break all previous re-
cords in course of time. Other teams
Bave also been organized, and they are all
well provided with members,

5. P VIAYARATHAM,
Cricket Manager,

THE ECITOR'S PAGE

In the last number of the Miscellany
the Editor remarked thal Youth was to
the fore. The new editors; as they make
théir bow, wish to repeat the same re-
mark, The Quadrennial Student Christian
Conference in  Madras  is over, but it
has shown w8 again  the power  which
les in studenis; and is an augury of the
influence: which  Christian students may
yield in time to come.  Another  studene
conference in which Jaffna College had a
large share was the Youth Conference,
if we may call it so, of Jaffna Students
held in Ridgeway Hall, Jaffna, during the
Christmas.  holidays, of which our own
Vice-Principal was  the chairman. The
note: of nationalism, and of sérvice to
me'sfwn comilry a8 the truest nation-

alism was sounded in the chaimman's
speech and in many of the speeches which
followed, The revival of Tamil learming
was aleo the suhject of dne day’s pon-
ference, The young emphazized
their refurn to national ideals by sitting
on mats rather than on chairs throughout
the confercnce. Even the chairman, in
spite: of his title, was no exception, We
are glad that this Jafina students’ con-
ference is to be an annual affair, amd we
hope that the high note of idealism which

™mén

was struck at this first conference may
be a feature of ‘every succeeding one
We hope, too, that every conference will

be marked by % broad
spirit, and

and  generous

unmarred by the petty
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pulling, and vote

which' we see &0 often in ongamizbions
in Ceylon, both within sad  without our
Collepes. The real way o which Youlh
may contribute to the onward march of
thiz treubled world i3 by keeping its
vwn ideals high, by organizing, but in-

fusing ntn  orgsnization,  the simplicity,
direginess and - sincerity, which we call
the spirit  of the child,

Fhe youmg men, however, are nob o

Tizve things their own way altogether, in
the new generation,—ihat s apirt  from
1he voung weimen, A noticesble clement
in the Centemary Celebrations of Uduwil
Hehool, o February, was the way ia
which the  gics, old girls and  present
wirls, took the lead in the meetings, spoke
with poise even before énormous  audi
ences, and made arrangements with effic.
fency. We should Like (o comment os
pecially. on the quickness and spentaneity
of the younget generation of Tduvil girls,
as witnessed oot wnly by their perfor-
mances i the pageant and in the figue-

marching, but alse by their voluntary
applanse  al varions things which pleased
them, In the -speeches’ at the public
meetings.  We  helieve  that spontaneity,
initiative, And wellviled braing  which
respond quickly 0 any  given  situation

are some of the marks of educated youth,

if their cducation has heen carried Y
with the naturalness and freedom favoured
by educators of today. Jafing  College,
which, since the days of the old Batfie
cotta  Seminary, has been soo closely eone
nected  with  Uduyil,  wishes her the best
of growth in idcals and achievement in

her new ecentury. And we warn our
young men that they may expect in
their Tlduvil wives lereafler a certaip

* amount of the initiative which they have

acquired in their school daye. An in
teresting account of Uduvil’s past appears
in  Mr, Chelliah's story in this number.

The long vacation will be upon us as
his uumiber of the Miscellany comes ol
The usee of a vacation are many, rest
and  recreation being only two of the
most  obviows, T England, vyoung men
in the universitice often spend  their
long holidays in extenzive courses of read-
in  for which they #ind no time during
the term. We bope that Jafind College
boys, too, may find out, each for hime
self, the best wuse to which he may pul
the coming  wvacation, Getting in touch
with  one's own village and perhaps do-
ing a Bit of social service there, becom-
ing  better acquainted with outdoor life
in  hirds and plants,  and,—yes—evei
writing for the Junc Miscellany, thess
are o few suppestions.  Verbwm sup.

s
RECORD OF COLLEGE EVENTS

NOYEMDER

Rev. M. H. Harrizon pleached on Now-
emher 16th, on the subject “Law and
Liberty.”

The Rouwnd Table held a meeting on the
19ih, the speaker Belng Dr. Adams, Tean
of MeGil University in Montreal, Canada
Br. Adams spoke on “'University Life in
Canada.!” and also very befefly about Church
Union m Canada.

m-Eng]ish Asanciation held “a  regular
meeting on the 24th, at which Rev. P T.
Cach, Principsl of Central College, tead a
paper on “Francis Thompson.”

Mr, €. . Elias preached on Nov. 25rd,

Mr, Ralla Ram, B, A% Secrctary of fthe
All India Christian Endeavour, addressed

the ¥. M. €. A. at its annual meeting on
the  Zhith.

The college lroop of By Heoouts, snd
the Waolf Cobs, held a farewell meeting for
their s=sistant Scout-mester, Mr E. G
HNichaols, en the 23th, with the Acting Dis-
trict C. i Mr, ingh
in the!chair.

Sabarat

The Hunt Dormitory Seven Day B
Union held  thoir annual entertainment in
Ottley Hall on the 29th. Afterwards the
Staff were entertained at an Oriental din-
ner in the Hunt Dormitory,

Mr, J. ¥. Chelliah preached omthe 30th
from the text, "Your young men shall see
wisiona,"
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k] [IECEMBER

A dinner given by the Staff in homour
af Mr. Nichols, on the eve of his departure
to America, ook place m the Principals
hungalow, on Dec. rd, A group photograph
of the Statf was taken on the same day.

The Fourth Form won the Inter Class
Championship and the Shield in Foothall,
in a series of matches during the last two
weeks of the torm.

The Forum gave a: farewell function. for
Mr. Nichals, who had been their Patron,
on the £th, in the compound pear OttieyHall,

Rev. M. H. Harrison, Mr. C. W. Phelps,
R C. 5. Cooke, 5. 5. Selvanayagam, anda
{ew others represented the College at a
dinner in 5t Mary's Hotel, Jaffna, on the
11th in honour of the visit of Mr. Brooke
Elliot, the Island Scout Commissioner,

Eight students and Mr. K. Mathiapara-
pam of the Staff were delegates from the
College ¥, M. C. A. at the Quadtlennial
Convention of the Indian Student Christian
Movement in Madras, from Dec. 24th to
Jan. lst.

JANUARY

College reopened on the 7ih, after
Christmas holidays.

The Principal, Rev. I. Bicknell, with his
son John, arrived in Jaffna, after furlough
in America, on New Yem's Eve. NMrs,
Bicknell made the journey from Colombo
iwo days later, arriving Jan Znd.

A Social, with tea and games, for all
hoarding wtudents of the College was held
under the auspices of the ¥, M. C. A,
on Jan. I0th.

The Y. M. C. A, meeting on the 10th
was addressed by Mr, Pierce of the Bap:
tist Mission in Matale,

The preacher for the Sunday evening
service on the 1lth was Rev. H, ], Charter
ol the Baptist Mission. His subject was
“Jacol's Vision at Bethel.”"

The Principal addressed the Y, M. C, A.
at its meeting on Jan. 14th, his subject
heing “Under Authority.”

A Treasure Hunt for all boarders, was
held on the 17th. The treasure proved to
be a wolley ball.

the

.

Jaffna Collige Miscellany

Mr. Bicknell was the preacher on Sunday
the 18th, His sobject was “Paul’s Voyage
10 Romc."

The Round Table met in the Principal’s
bungalow on Jan, 21k Mr, Bicknell address.
ed the meeling on Jducational Experi-
ments in America”

Rev, M, H. Harrison, addressed the ¥.
M. C. A. on the Zlst, on the subject
= Loralty”,

An Inter-House Cricket Malch was play-
ed on Saturday, the 24th. The Hunt Dor:
mitory wag the winner.

My, C. W. Phelps was the speaker af
{he ¥. M, C A, meclings on the 17th and
the 24th, He spoke on “Great Scientists.

Mr, J. C. Amer wag the | I
on Sunday Jan, 25th,

The Cullege had a brief wisit from M
and Mz, Coole of Boston on the J0th,

FERRUARY

The Sunday evening service was omilted
on Feb. lst, becanse of the Centenary
Celebration at Uduvil. The afternoon ses
sion on Feb. 2nd was shorténed by an
hour for the same reasoi.

Ion, U-W. Kanangars, Police Magistrate
of Jaffna, visited the College on Thursday
the 5th. in his capacity of District Scout
Commissioner. He spoke to the ¥. M. C,
A, the same evening, on “Religious Ideals-
of Scouting.”

An Inter Class
ed on Feh, Tth.

Rey. H. Crawford Walters, Chairman of
the Burma District of the Weslevan Mis-
sion spoke to th® Y.DM. C A, onthe 7th,
on "Burma."

Mr, €. O. Elias preached on the Bth, on
the necessity of religious training for the
young.

The Round Table at its mecting on Feb.
11th; listened Lo a paper from Mr. Brodie
of its Staff on Dr. Armeld of Rugby.

The sextant holiday occurred on the 16th.

The English Association met in #he In-
ter Hostel on the 23rd, and were treated to
an Oriental tes.

Cricket Match was play-

w i 27
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