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Rev. Sydney K. Bunker, B. A., B. D, B. Litt. (Oxon).

(Our New Principal.)



CHRIST IN THE UNIVERSE

With this ambiguous earth
His dealings have been told us. These abide:
The signal to a maid, the human birth,
The lesson, and the young Man crucified.

But not a star of all
The innumerable host of stars has heard
How he administered ihis terrestrial ball.
Cur race have kept their Lord’s entrusted word.

Of his earth- visiting feet
None knows the secret—cherished, perilous;
The terrible, shamefast, frightened, whispered,
sweet,
Heast shattering secvet of His way with us.

No planet knows that ihis
Our wayside planel, carrying land and wave,
Love and life multiplied, and pain and bliss,
Bears as chief treasure one forsaken grave.

Noz, in our little day,
May His devices with the heavens be guessed.
His pilgrimage to thread the Milky Way,
Or his bestowals there, be manifest.

But in the elernities
Doubtless we shall compare together, hear
A million alien gospels in what guise
He trod the Pleiades, the Lyre, the Bear.

Ch be prepared, my soul,
To read the inconceivable, to scan
The nfinite forms of God those stars unvoli
When, in our turn, we show to them a Man-

Alice Meynell.
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EDITORIAL NOTES,
The New Principal.

Rev. Sydney K. Bunker has not been here long
enough for us to pass any reliable verdict based on
our personal observations. That he comes here on the
selection of a responsible body alive to the needs of
the College and that he brings with him the benediction
of Mrs. Bicknell, who spoke the words of welcome
at the Commission Service where the Bunkers were
received into the fold, are all in his favour. His
academic education, he has had in two of the pre-
mier universities of the west. If university education
makes any contribution to the growth of a personality-
and we have no manner of doubt it does—Yale in
America and Oxford in England, each of them instinct
with high traditions of humanitarian culture and
exact scholarship, have helped to mould our new
Principal into the man he is today. Apart from his
academic antecedeats, the little that we have seen of
him predisposes us in his favour.

A Scots crofter, asked tc account for his im-
placable antipathy to Lloyd George, said, “The man
has nae philosophy”. The narrator of this anecdote says
that, while lack of philosophy is a reproach in Scotland,
it is deemed a virtue in England. We, however, prefer
the Scotch attitude. We certainly have no use for a
man who has “nae philosophy”, espzcially in the role
of Principal. Thzrefore, w2 are heartenad to know
that Mr. Bunker has a well grounded and critically
assessed philosophy worth living and dying for. He
is a liberal and to-day it is not easy to be a liberal,
for at the present moment both in the realms of
thought and action there is a palpable reaction towards
obscurantism and authoritarianism. And, in the present
writer’s opinion, the essence of Liberalism is a Faith
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in the perfectibility of Human nature, aye, even of
the most imperfect of men. It is not our purpose
to examine all that is implicit in Liberalism. But,
having pointed out what we conceive to be the
basic assumption of Liberalism, we shall pass on
and say to our readers and to Mr. Bunker that
this faith in man, that forms the key stone of the
arch of Liberalism, is a faith that may call for
martyrdom in our day and time. Mrs. Bunker, too,
1s no stranger to educational activities. Herself a
graduate and a trained instructress in Kindergarten
work, she will have her own part to play in the
adventure whereunto they {wain have been called.
We extend a cordial welcome to both Mr. and Mrs.

Bunker.

Human nature often in its enthusiasm for the
new is apt to forget its duty to the not so new, for
in no sense can we call the outgoing Acting Principal
old. In the first number of the Miscellany for 1937,
we expressed our appreciations of-his services, laying
stress on the peculiar difficulties of his position.
We are happy that our anticipations have been ful-
filled and that, within the brief time it fell to his
lot to administer the College, he has displayed neither
an excessive desire to initiate far reaching changes,
nor merely a willingness to mark time., Whenever
initiative was necessary, he has not hesitated to
introduce changes. But on the whole he has preferred
to tread on the well worn path left by his
predecessor. Anything more we do not propose to
say of him now, for he is to be with us for some
more years and the time is not yet for a compre-
hensive review of his connection with Jaffna College.

The Tokyo Conference.

The monster gathering that assembled in Tokyo
from the four corners of the world to discuss the



Mrs. Sydney K. Bunker, B. Sc.
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Twentieth Century programme of Education and to
discover ways and means of establishing peace and
good-will among the peoples of the world had hardly
come together in Tokyo, when the spirit of perver-
sity with a malignant sense of humour precipitated
the Sino—Japanese clash. The educators of the world
in solemn conclave were debating in the auditorium
of the Imperial University in Tokyo as to how the
teachers of the world should by various methods,
like exchange of professers, excursions for students
and so forth, seck to advance the cause of inter-
national good-will, when Japanese planes were seeking
to advance thz cause of Japan’s imperialism in North
China. The humour of the situation cannot escape
the dullest-witted of the delegates. The Japanese
themselves contributed to the plethora of platitudes
on International peace, that day atter day rang through
the Imperial University buildings. Even a hardened
cynic could see how desperate was Humanity’s plight,
when in the midst of war and warlike preparations
men and women of thirty-nine nations pathetically
clung to hopes of peace. Some of the delegates were
face to face with the grim horrors of war before
they reached their home countries. With such a
discrepancy between profession and practice, or, to
be more generous, between the ideal and the actual,
the Conference could not achieve any startling gain.
The papers read were mord often descriptive and
historical, rather than constructive and critical. Many
of the delegates had gone to Tokyo for a cheap
holiday; and perhaps the worst defect of all was
that there was hardly one single outstanding figure
of international repute as an investigator in the field
of education, present at this Conference. The mere
presence of a man like Dewey or Nunn or Adams
or Spearman would have done much to lift the Con-
ference from mediocrity. Yet, when all has been said,
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that could be, against the Conference, the mere fact
that over three thousand people from all the nations
of the world did come together inspired by a common
ideal and seeking one common object is not a negligible
fact. The most insensitive person could not have left
Tokyo without having experienced a thrill at the com-
ing together of so many divers nationalities. Further,
the insight gained by the foreign delegates into the
cultural and social life of Japan, the information
gleaned about the educational methods and achievment
of Japan, and the generous and punctilious hcspitality
of the Japanese nation cannot but evoke the admiration
of any one who was present there. In spite of her
elaborate courtesy and superbly organised efforts to
show it at its best, how jealous she is of her national
self-respect is seen from a trifling circumstance. In
the advance literature sent out to all delegates, was
contained a remark that all foreign delegates should
remember to take off their shoes before entering
into any Japanese home. And whenever the delegates
were entertained at private homes, there were people
to see that the ignorant foreigner did not defile the
spotless cleanliness of the Japanese home with their
work-a-day shoes: with infinite courtesy and as much
firmness, people at the entrance pointed to the offending
foot wear and indicated that it must te tzken off.
Even into the sanctities of the baggage room of a
Japanese Inn, it is not permitted to enter with the
unclean shoes of the highways and market
places, as some of the Ceylon delegates learned in
Kyoto, Japan’s ancient capital.

That Education Commission.

It seemed that at long last we were going fo
have a commission to study education in Ceylon in
all- its aspects, assess its virtue and its short comings
and make recommendations as to how we may im-
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prove in the former and remedy the latter. But the
Education Committee of the State Council seems to
think that, while they are there, there is no need for
any other body to go into the question of education
in Ceylon. If a writer in the Times of Ceylon may
be believed, it is the Educators—namely the managers
and school master politicians in thz Education Com-
mittee—that are responsible for torpadoing the proposal.
One of them, Mr. T. B. Jayah, an Ex-President of the
All-Ceylon Union of Teachers, at least should have
known how strongly the teachers in the Island desire
a commission of exparts to go into the questions
of education in Ceylon. Our educational system, or
lack of system, relies on ad hoc improvements made
by means of circulars as occasions demand. There
is tinkering here and tinkering there with the
result that after a series of circulars and amend-
ments we have now a mirth provoking mass—
that nobody can call a system in which incongruities
jostle one another. To lay our fingzr on a sin-
gle such instance, why should there be Bilingual
Schools and Elementary Schools — or rather Junior
Secondary Schools? If Bilingual Schools also lead
up their pupils to the J. S. C. why should
there be then two kinds of schools? If Bilinguzl
education is a desideratum, why not introduce
it into every school in the Island? Moreover
inspite of half hearted efforts in that direction.
there is as yet too little provision in our schools
for anything like a scientific study of Ceylon
History or Ceylon Geography. These are only
two instances chosen at random, for to indulge
in a detailed criticism of our education is both
ridiculously easy and superfluous, for our educational
system is as full of defects as an egg is full
of meat. Therefore, what the Island needs today
urgently is a comprehensive educational survey
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and an equally comprehensive overhauling of the
educational system obtaining here. A periodical
revaluing of our ideas and institutions is the
only condition of growth. Nowhere else 1is this
more urgent than in the realm of education.
Today even the most determined opponents of
Socialism have borrowed from CSocialist ideology
the necessity for planned economy. The churches
too recognise the value of five year plans and
ten-year plans. Intelligent public opinion every-
where demands an objective, previously examined
and decided on, to strive after in national affairs.
Hence is it that we insist on the need for the
evaluation of educational machinery and edu-
cational ideals.

A carefully planned educational policy
that takes into account the needs of the
country, the aptitudes of its people, the goal
towards which the people of this Island should
move, is a paramount need to-day and our poli-
tical leaders should know that there is nothing
else more worthy of their wundivided attention
than this. Yet the Education Committee in its
wisdom has seen fit to take upon itself this
tremendous responsibility. While people recognise
the need for expert technical knowledge in other
branches of life, education is deemed every body’s
affair. No one needs any special skill or know-
ledge to be an educator, or to be a critic of
education. With all deference to the Educators
in the Executive Committee of Education, it is
our humble submission that in Ceylon today, we
have hardly one single person, be it in the
Education Committee or outside it, competent to

serve as an expert adviser in Education. There-
fore, it was that those who agitated for the
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appointment of this Commission suggested a dis-
tinguished educationist from outside Ceylon as
Chairman of this Commission. We are sure nobody
but the Executive Committee on Education will
be satisfied with their solution of this question.

THE SEARCH FOR TRUTH

By Rev. SypNeEY K. BUNKER

A topic like this suggests at once Pilate’s
“What is Truth?” For one of us to pretend to
give an absolute answer is folly, for it is not given
to us to know the whole of Truth. Yet each man
must have his working idea of it, if he takes his
life at all seriously, and above all a college must
give itself to the search for a standard which we
call truth. In this page or two I should like to
suggest a working definition : the correspondence of
our ideas with the realities of the actual world.

The philosophers among the readers of this
article will recognize that right here we face the
probiem of knowledge— a morass into which so
much of modern philosophy has fallen and out of
which it has seemed unable to clamber. 1 shall
simply skirt it and say that however important it
is philosophically, practically an answer to it is not
necessary. It is both possible and important to have
our idea of an electric wire correspond with what
actually exists here before us so we may save our-
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selves from being electrocuted, and to have my idea
about what is good for my nation correspond with
what history shows, in the long run, to be good
for any mnation. It is this correspondence be-
tween idea and fact that Jaffna College should
give to her students.

This task appears to some, perhaps, as sim-
ply a matter of filling up boyvs’ minds with ideas
which are generally acknowledged .as corresponding
with actuality. If only it were as easy as this! If
it were so we would expect to see the world in-
finitely better off now than it was twenty years ago
when there were less educated people, or we would
expect to see a close correlation between the amount
of education and successful living. But the worldis
not so clearly wiser and happier, and cannot all of
us think of numerous instances of men with little
or no formal education who have built lives of use-
fulness, dignity and security, which are not to be
compared with the feverish office-seeking of many a
school graduate? It may be possible to wrap up ans-
wers to likely examination questions and deposit them,
neatly arranged, in students’ minds, but it is not

possible to give the answer as to how to raise the.

level of political life in Ceylon or how to bridle our
impulses so they may be used for the enrichment
of our life. To get the first kind of answers, lec-
tures may be useful, but a lecture has been rather
cruelly described as a methcd for getting the infor-
mation on the pages of a professor’s notebook on to
those of his student’s without passing through the
mind of either. To find the true answers to the
latter kind of question requires something better
than this.

Because a school finds itself in a system where
the examination rules, it may have to do a certain

N
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amount of wrapping and ticketing and depositing of
ideas, but its aim should be quite different. To be sure,
it should try to make available to the student as
many answers, discoveries and ideas—old as well
as new—as possible; but it must not say that this
idea is certainly true, while that one is as certain-
ly wrong, and expect these dicta to be accepted
simply because we say so. The process should run
like this: here is the evidence for and against this
idea, now what do you make of it, and why? There
is a place for the statement of conviction on the
part of a leader, but late in the discussion and to
help, not early in it to coerce or to prevent
discussion. Many of us feel that we have glimpsed
or sensed something eternal shining through all our
changing, relative woild —whether it be in the wheel-
ing of the planets or in the face of Jesus Christ
or in the beauty of a poem. We would indeed be
remiss if we did not bear our witness to such in-
sights, but we do this not to make others agree,
nor to give divine sanction to our partial truths,
but only to help onwards the search for trath.

The formal test of our success at Jaffna Col-
lege will be how many passes we got and how many
matches we won. We have to recognize this fact
and adjust ourselves to it. But let us remember that
the real test is: how many have found here a
better method to make our ideas correspond with
the way things really are—a method which they
can use throughout life; and also, how many have
found the courage and determination to follow the
truth discovered wherever it may lead?
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EDUCATION IN JAPAN

BY S. H. PERINBANAYAGAM

The Education Conference in Tokyo was a
mammoth  meeting sprawling and many-faced.
One really could not attend all the sections
one wished to. Even if one attempted to take
in a large number of the sectional conferences,
there were more papers than there was time to
read them in. So the chairman of the section
would often direct that a subject orginally in-
tended to be covered in a onehour paper be
condensed within the space of ten minutes. So
very often the sectional conferences that 1
attended imrpressed me as slipcshcd ard sketchy.
Further when the papers were read
by non-English speaking people, especially the
Japanese, their articulation was so difficult to
follow that one walked away in despair. There-
fore, even with more keenness than I could bring
into play, it would not have been possible to
form any coherent picture of the many problems
taken up at the Conference. Therefore, we decided
to supplement our information by interviews with
distinguished Japanese educationists, for -we said,
“If we could do nothing else, let us at least
learn a little of the Japanese educational system.”
With this end in view on the last day of the
Conference, I met Professor Ishikawa, professor
of English Literatnre in the Imperial University,
Tokyo, and asked him if he would be good
enough to grant us an interview on the next
dav, at the Tokyo Y. M. C. A. at 10 a. m.
From ten to eleven we bombarded him with
an incessant fire of questions, to all of which he
gave patient and full answers. What I am writing
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below is all based on the information gained
at this interview.

The first question we asked was about the
percentage of literacy in Japan, and we were told
that 99% of the Japanese people could read and
write their own tongue, the remaining one per
cent being made up mainly ot the boat-dwell-
ers, of whom there were a large number yet
unaffected by the forces of progress and civili-
zation functioning on dry earth. But Professor
Ishikawa said that steps were being taken to
carry the torch of learning across the waters even
to these aquatic mortals., I suppose they will
establish  floating schools to which the school
children will “creep like snails” in canoes pro-
pelled by their sires or elder brothers.

Japan's educational programme embraces all
children of school-going age, including the blind.
Today according to our imformation, there are at
least 50% of the blind children attending schools
specially provided for them. As 1is inevitable in
any scientifically planned scheme of education,
provision is made that it should cover the entire
educational needs of the country. After the
Kindergarten stage practically all children have
the same course up to about the age of fifteen,
after which only those bent on a literary edu-
cation proceed through the Middle School and
Higher School to the different faculties of the
Universities. Parallel to these Middle Schools in the
literary course are vocational schools in techno-
logy, agriculture and nautical Science, which absorb
the others who seek a vocational education.
These in their turn complete their education in the
special vocational Universities, like the Institutes of
Technology. The process of selection for the literary
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course is very strict; in fact Professor Ishikawa said
that of those who complete the Middle School course
only about ten per- cent enter their so-called “Higher
Schools”’, which furnish the course preparatory to
the university studies. Naturally a large proportion
of these Higher School graduates enter the uni-
versities of which there are no less than twenty-
eightin the city of Tokyo itself. We were ass-
ured that at least 60% of the iligher School grad-
uates continue their education in the universities.
Our next question was whether Japan had
any difficulty in the matter of language, that is,
whether there was any need for a bilingual or
trilingual scheme through a multiplicity of languages
or dialects; and we were told that, though prior
to the Meiji Restoration in 1865, there had been
several dialects in the Japanese, after the Restora-
tion through the unifying influence of the imperial
rule, there had come into existence an Emperor’s
Japanese, analogous to the King’s English, which as
scholars tell us owes its birth to the Protestant
reformation in England in as much as this breach
from Rome necessitated royal proclamations and other
official documents to be promulgated in a tongue
“understanded of the people”. So the form of English,
spoken in and about London, bzcame the standard
whereunto  the languagz spoken elsewhere had
perforce to conform. Likewise in Japan the imperial
edicts and proclamations set the standard measure
unto whrse stature and dignity the Japanese of
the provinces had to adapt themselves. The process
is now well-nigh completed, and Japan enjoys the bles-
sing of a single tongue spoken by all her people.

We proceeded then to discuss the different
agencies engaged in the task of imparting educa-
tion in Japan. They may be divided into three
the Central Government, Publicc bodies like
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Municipalities and Prefectures (the latter being
administrative units comparable to the provinces in
Caylon’s political machinery) and private individuals,
and associations. The bulk of non - university ed-
ucation is in the hands of the two latter agencies,
the public bodies being naturally responsible for an
overwhelming majority of the schools from the
Kindergarten to the Higher School stages. The im-
perial government controls all education in Japan,
the curriculum of schools and universi ies, the qua-
lifications of teachers etc.. being laid down in pre-
cise form by the central authority. Naturally in the
universities there is more autonomy in all respects,
though even there any branch of learning calcula-
ted to subvert Japan’s present constitution will not
be tolerated. The division of educational agencies
mentioned earlier applied to the universities as much
as to the schools.

Though the educational policy is formulated
by the Central Government, there is no system
whatever of state subsidies to private educational
enterprise, be it undertaken by private individuals
or missionary agencies. This being so different
from what obtains in Ceylon, I took particular
pains to inform myself on the topic, and put the
question to a missionary lady of the American Board,
whom I met in a Tokyo bus, and she too confirmed
what I had heard from Professor Ishikawa, and seve-
ral other Japanese educationalists. But in spite
of this state of affairs the missionary societies are
active in Japan, and have helped to build up her
educational system. The Doshisha University in
Kyoto, Japan’s ancient capital, now a national uni-
versity of the Japanese people, is the fruit of Am-
erican missionary effort.

The conversation now turned to the question
of salaries in Japan, and we were told that Japan
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was a land of low salaries. Not only teachers, but
every body else, was paid a low salary, compared
to what obtains in Ceylon. The Prime Minister of
Japan receives only 10,000 yen a year, a yen being
equal to about 80 cts. in Ceylon money. A Cabinet
Minister receives only 6000 yen a year. Even allowing
for the difference in purchasing power between the
rupee and the yen, we could not fail to be struck
by the difference between Ceylon and Japan in
this respect While high salaries are not so high as
in Ceylon, the low salaries are not so low as in
Ceylon; in Japan a police constable after a few
yvears in the service earns about fifty yen a month,
and a servant maid at the house of one of our Jaffna
friends in Japan earns 40 yen. Among the Ceylon
delegates to the Conference, were a Divisional Ins-
pector of Schogls, and the Vice-Principal of a Co-
lombo College, each of whom must be receiving
a salary nearly as high as that received by the
Japanese Prime Minister. Although teachers and even
university professors received rather low salaries,
their social status, we learned, was high. Even in the
Imperial table of precedence, professors of high
grade universities rank fairly high. Professor Ishi-
kawa told us that he himself, at imperial functions,
enjoyed the same status as a rear-admiral of the
fleet.

Among the novel educational agencies used
in Japan today are the radio and the cinemoto-
graph. Hygiene and the social sciences are increas-
ingly taught through the moving picture. We were
in Tokyo in the Japanese summer when the sun
rises at four o’ clock; and one morning through
the courtesy of the conference reception committee,
we were privileged to see one of the most inter-
esting experiments in physical education by the Tokyo
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Broadcasting Corporation. Taxis were provided by the
committee, to take us to the centres of radio physi-
cal exercise where, in addition to seeing these in-
teresting exercises performed, we tasted also sume
Japanese delicacies. The instructions are given over
the radio and large numbers ot people, numbering
several hundred thousands, assemble at different
quarters in Tokyo and go through the exercisss for
about twenty minutes every morning. People of all
ages participate in them. There were middle—aged
men and wom:n of f{fifty and sixty. and children
of even three, entering into this ndtion—wide “morning
jerks” with enthusiasm. There was always a leader
standing in a somewhat elevated place, to set the
pace, and the others followed. Among the group were
women with their babies strapped to their backs,
bending their bodies as the instructions went forth
from the receiver. This we  were assured
was not an exhibition especially prepared for
impressing the visitors. It was a normal fea-
ture in Japan during the summer months.
At the end of the perfomance, the little boys
and girls, some of whom were barely
three vyears old, came up to their leader with
their attendance cards to be endorsed by him,
and walked away, smiling at the one additional
cross marked on their cards. When one remem-
bered how hard it is for a little boy or girl
to stand still for a few seconds without fidgetting,
we marvelled at the almost -unchildlike immobi-
lity of the little faces when they went through
the morning feats. It struck many of us
as being unnatural, for the little boys and girls
to take the matter so0 seriously.

It is absurd and presumptious for one to
generalise about Japan: after such a brief stay
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in the country. But generalise we do, and I
believe we must. If one may attempt a brief
generalisation of Japan, it is a land of uniforms
and uniformities. It is a totalitarian State, not
necessari.y set on the Fascist model, but
where  conformity  with the standards  set
by the powers above, in the interests of the
entire nation, is regarded as an imperative moral
duty. Private judgment seems unheard of in
this interesting land. All is for the nation and
little for the individual. “Dai Nippon”—Great Japan—
is their God and their religion. The Emperor himself,
even today, seriously proclaimed to be descended
from the Sun-Goddess, is the symbol of the
national over-soul, being the apex of the Japanese
social system, which is even now based on the
family, with the heavenborn Emperor as the
father of all his people. Even intelligent and
highly educated men after several years of resi-
dence in the democratic West refer to their
Emperor, not at all, or in hushed whispers. How-
ever reluctant one may be to indulge in generali-
sations, this political philosophy secems to be the
all-pervading influence that determines every as-
pect of Japanese life. To obey the nation’s will
as expressed by the Emperor or his ministers,
even to the point of committing spritual and physi-
cal self-immolation, is how Japan interprets patriotism.
This political doctrine, whether it is held con-
sciously or unconsciously, dominates Japan’s
educational policy too, which is directed to
making efficient citizens who will give themselves
and their all to the nation’s well-being as inter-
preted by their rulers. Beneath such all—pervad-
ing influences, there always lurk undercurrents
working in a contrary direction. Many of the

students of the foreign languages school, who
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chaparoned the visitors during their stay in
Tokyo, seemed to be quite discontented with the
traditional modes of thought and to be mentally
restive at the strangle—hold that tradition was
having on their country. Almost every one,
J spoke to, disclaimed allegiance to the faiths of
their fathers, and rather swaggeringly proclaimed
themselves free-thinkers or agnostics. Some even
professed sympathy with China in her now raging
struggle against Japan. One of them whom I
came to know rather intimately was looking for-
ward to the truimph of thz Third Internat-
ional as Japan’s millenium.

We all know Japan as a progressive country
ready to accept everything good from every
country to suit her own needs, and never parochial
in her attitude to the good things from other
countries in the world. So I am afraid what I have
said about the sway tradition has on the Japanese
mind, may strike people in Ceylon as a mean-
ingless paradox. While it is true that in regard
to externals, that is, the material aspect of civili.
zation, she has displayed an adaptability superior
to that of any other modern nation, it seems
to me that all this has been done in the interests
of a totalitarian state which is the embodiment
of a traditional political philosophy, that shows
no signs of change or decay even to-day. So, while
her men go about in European clothes, and her
cities: team with skyscrapers, and her navy defies
the best in the world, her spirit of reverence for
the nation as the “summum bonum” abides un-
alt ered.

A few words on Japanese history by way
of exolanation, I am afraid, are necessary to

2
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make matters a little easier for the Ceylon readers.
Till 18€5, Japan was not one Empire, though there
was one Emperor the land was ruled by feudal lords
known as the Shoguns. In 1865 there occurred a pro-
cess of unification which is the beginning of modern
Japanese history; and Japan’s greatness in the family
of nations, all came about afler this unification.

WEALTH (CONSISTING) OF CHILDREN.
BY
5. R. MUTTUKUMARU.

Of all the wealth that one may possess
in this fleeting world, the following four deserve
special mention: viz:- 1. Wealth of Land, 2. Wealth
of Gold, 3. Wealth of Children, and 4. Wealth of
Wisdom. The possession of worthy children is only
second to the realization of God. Therefore Avvaiyar
says;-

“oanr LEseT epaT WHtE
Konraiwenthan 8.
meaning:- “Intelligent children are like ambrosia to
their parents.”

Therefore, Tiruvalluvar says:-

Guaocapmer wrudefaly whepfss

wislQupaey ...,

Kural 6.

meaning:- “Among all the benefits that may be acquired,
we know no greater benefit than the acquisition of

intelligent children.”
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Therefore, the Pandyan King, Arivudainamby, says:-

“C ueml Ll wenie$ 5O ueQrT G gy
e LGuge; Qrevar srifllgy Sl i &
GoGY BLbs Fpes Flig
@5 Qar%m acaluys s &
@rluent wi Ber GQuiiue. 25840 & g
iz g wisler Walonrs@

Lws@anp Wevlengsrw any srGer.

Purananuru. 188.

meaning:- “A sumgptuous feast may please a number
of guests; but, if no tottering little ones do intrude,
seize the dainties with outstretched hands, distend
their careless mouths with the rice soaked in ghee,
and scatter bits and crumbs on every side, fruitless
are the lives of those who supply the meal”

There can be no worthy children without worthy
mothers, no worthy mothers without worthy wives,
and no worthy wives without worthy maids. It 1is
not my intention to discuss here the qualities of a
worthy maid, lest I invite on my head a nest of
hornets (critics). It is well, however, to ponder over
the biological stories related in that epic, the Maha-
Bharata. 1t is profitable to inquire why Duryodhana’s
father, Thirutharaddithan, was born blind, and why
his uncle, Pandu, was born with a bleached skin;
while his other uncle, Viruthan, was born an able.
bodied and well-gifted man. It is also best to know
why Karnan was the most liberal, Dharman the
most virtuous, Bhiman the strongest, and Arjunan
the manliest of all men. It is likewise interesting
to investigate the incident connected with the birth
of Vyasa. His father, Parasarar, a great Muni,
divined the most auspicious time for the birth of
an illustrious son. His wife was not by him then;
and he, therefore, sought the hand ot another woman
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near at hand, who was an evilsmelling and ill-con-
ditioned fisherwoman. This woman, though of a
lower class, was wise enough to be conscious of
her short comings, and to confess her reluctance to
accept the proferred honour. The Muni converted
her into a woman radiating the fragrance of feminity,
so much so that she came to be known thereafter
as Parimalakanthy. Please note the meaning under-
lying this name. She then gave birth to Vyasa, the
compiler of the Vedas, and by far the most distin-
guished Muni of all times. Judged by this standard,
the present day ideals of matrimony may be said to
have dropped down to the freezing point. To our
utter shame, our present system of marriage has
given rise to the Thamil proverb, uvemu eearree
wewmp 2006,  meaning: “Money makes marriage.” We
forget the fact that a great dowry provides us also
with a bed full of brambles, and that one who
marries for money sells his liberty. How then can
we expect the children born of this degrading union
to be in any way intelligent or illusirious ? We are
only breeding greedy children of needless misery.
1t is, therefore, refreshing to turn back to our
forefathers, and take a survey of the matrimonial
conditions then prevailing.

As we are aware, the form of marriage
among the earliest nations of the world was
what is known as “marriage by capture.” The
man gave chase to the woman and brought
her home in leading strings. During the middle
ages, the Kknights-errants married the Jadies of
their choice by playing on their vanity. Even at
the present day, men marry women by captivat-
ing their senses with personal charms or worldly
possessions. In all these forms of marriage, the
woman 1is the captured one, and is the slave of

her lord and master.
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The only exception was the case of the
ancient Thamils. The woman enjoyed the privilege
of choosing her husband; and marriage Wwas
based on Ilove and love alone, and not on
any contract or religious sacrament. Neither was
there any distinction of class or creed. The men
were after a happy homs, and so sought to
marry only those whom they loved, and whose
love for them was equally well ascertained
before their union. #erey (Kalavu), love and court-
ship, was equally important as ##y (Katpu), marriage
and wedded love. @mawldepssa (Iruvayanottal),
equal love both before and after marriage, was
held out to be one of the essentials of a union.
The four pillars, on which their edifice of con-
jugal life rested were: 1. @ey (Anpu) love or the
feeling  of indispensability; 2. u«—= (Madan)
inappetency or blindness to each other’s faults;
3 swe (Sayal), tenderness; and 4 @wey (Iyalpu}
apparent candour. * The result was invariably a
happy home, graced with bright looking children.

¥ g@rQUITSS aF e ETeNd......
Paripadal. vi. 21. Com,

Frwgy sray wigy Qusr@p......
Tholkappiam. Porul. 247.

SAeuEE FruQIEILLET «uon..
Kalittokai. 42.

Queley afevanidams @ngGUVET vees

Kural, 47.

:I‘his is well exemplified by the following
pathelic song extemporised -by that prince of
poets, Tiruvalluvar, at the death-bed of his be-

loved wife, Vasuki.
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“ guRp PeafurQer waryes wrQer

ueQ@FErp paws LT — 9@ (TR

Jeir ares® @p# Qearpdy Guens@ui Quir &Quur

Qaer e Que sar aoflsr
meaning:- “Thou, loving one, sweetener of my
fgod, wife who never transgressed my word, who
did chafe my feet, rising first and sleeping last,
when will these eyes know sleep again?”

The following heart—rending poem by
Makkothai, the Cera King, on the death of his
wife, Perumkoppendu, is another example:—

“ wragl Quiisrday Grruar Qaler Qs

ylSr  QrEé seor vooss saawdp

sarellCurBy serduw s 5%y

Qaereoflan QursBw S%ralsZws

Qarerarpp uaralll crws GFiss

@HTBIET LG Far BT L EenS

Aorgps ey Qearafssr UarGu.

Purananuru, 245.

meaning:—“My swelling sorrow knows no bounds
1t has not strength enough to free me from this
loathed life. I bore her to the cremation ground,
where sarefi (Kalli — Spurge — Euphorbia) thrives.
I laid her on her couch of rising flame. The
innocent in soul has died, and left me behind.
‘What charm has life henceforth for me?”

We are also given an insight into the depths
of a woman’s -love in the {following dirge. The
widow has found her husband’s body amid
the slain on the now lonely battlefield, and ap-
teals for burial with her lord thus:-

“eQur Qaefiazwra yalugs sale

wlemr ggarm QareliCar wseriorr QuPss aevGe

Qars Qurp GQural@il yops A%

Wargy Spp apeie & g3
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Beraln qparans vpp
awrdypp Qeis s.sGRp BACs”

Purananuru 255.
meaning:— “If I should cry aloud I fear the tiger.
If Istrive tobear him off, my strength fails me to
lift his stalwart form. May tremblings like my own
afflict thee, pitiless Death! Were it not easy for
thee to grasp my hand, and lead me to the shades?”

Miserable cictw' What a hideous contrast be-
tween the past and the present! The deaths of our
wives now end in the District Court House; in other
words in lining the lawyer’s cloak and in filling the public
exchequer with a portion of the dowry screwed out
of the parents of the bride !!!

It should not, however, be presumed from the
above that the ancient Thamil parents led a self-
centred life, and had no love to spare for children.
On the contrary, they were immensely delighted at
theit birth, whom they considered to be the sole means
of their acquiring merit in this world and in the
world to come. The mothers in particular offered
on the day of their purification thanksgiving prayers
to the accompaniment of merry music for the safe deli-
very of their off-springs. Thiruvalluvar, therefore, says:

“ogulriSp Suema Fear s uhSpaers
e yeni. wes. @upar”,
Kural 62.

meaning:— “The evils of the seven births shall not
touch those who obtain children of a good disposi
tion, and free from vice.”
The other ancient classical works also give*
expression to the same sentiments. *
* @ ursflup uiieuer L1dsesw
Guarg o Jasflyam o Cuenfi §
Qsaiye argpsis &mas . ofl péew
CuawCurp yasvaiu @Quap y8 .
Purananuru 9: 1—4
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Buaw yess BasQuibo Sand
wyemw yesgweyela & pigu

Qsprge doyyss QediSi snlps
et vuss @pou@ar@rerd
aCeri & o 11pQuwrf Queerrs
an@u wrgser .

Ahananuru 66: 1—-6.

ssma  @geUuul yseeanr Lt s

Ll 556 8oty ¥ w@psep oL

yoayl ymflo Gita Quiclss &50Q 008

aewler wiefli ok swrs

BoaGuis Ay s gs Osaae Leneats

@royeni sevwny arpCean@ ey gl

mament srgefl WSrl O Uea

Qeoers it eferés aps s m uar Pun®@

eenn uaSefar QuarGuer afwels

=6 @5 667 waefli Quendls oz @ s @ )
Mathuraikkanchi. 600. 60 9

The following particulars regarding the young
ones of the ancient Thamils are interesting. On the
fifth day after birth, the child was provided with
an amulet originally known as Buwuec ssrad  (Aimpa-
daithali) an¢ later as L@seaysw (Panchayutham) to
ward off the evil spirits * Aimpadaithali) means a
pendant worn by children in a necklace bearing in
relief the five weapons of Vishnu, viz:i— 1. é&e&w
(Conch) 2. #ésr0 (Discus) 3, sms (Mace) | enflisw
(Bow) and 5. sccaw (Sword). Vishnu, as the pre-
server in the Trinity, was thus the first to be invo-
ked on behalf of the child.

There is every reason to believe that his
amulet was first made of palmyrah leaf inlaid with



27

* guwaflf s g5 oo g srald
@ 5%s Craanis ool yFNAUTED
Manimekalai VII 56: 75.
s1efl 8% s INQar Lidvall
ey derpSer per3 aor
Purananuru 77: 78.
Qursr gpani_gganed Guarws Qend
ag@Goa wlpH oG urblaear
Ahananuru 54: 18 19.

flowers. This custom of wearing jewelry made 1
the above fashion is alluded to in Purananuru ™
It is supported by the analogical reasoning that the
ear ornament among the ancient Tamils was known
as @s7® (Thodu) and &% (Olai), both of which mean
also a palmyrah leaf. Moreover, 8458 (Simikki,) the
bell shaped pendant hung to the ear ornament is so
called, because it resembles a passion flower 8459,

It may be parenthetically observed here that
this amulet was later worn by married women, but
to it were attached claws of tigers killed, by
their husbands. They were known as weluupared
(Pulippattali) and Qaewupared (Venpattali) § (Page. 28.)

Owing to the different conception of married
life introduced by foreign immigrants, Thali came to
signify later a badge of servility instead of a
badge of honour as in earlier days.

To revert to the subject, lllakkana Vilakkam

(Qovés=n afarésw) ttells us that the stages in the
life of a child are ten, viz:i—

¥ esd Qsnem @PCewr QP
Qa @ wiverd (o vans@uwi® eanr g é

sfdmo Sgos Quriafws Go . o . 100:4-6
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1. eriy (Kappu), the second month. At
this period bracelets (sriy) were put round the
arms of the children with magical rites, and
deities beginning with Vishnu were invoked to
protect the child.

2, @swser (Senkirai) the fifth month. Here
the child essayed its first voluntary movements,
which were compared to the motion of herbs
in the breeze. The child also lifted up its head
and nodded.

3. sre (Thal), the seventh month. Here
the child was lulled to sleep with songs known
srer @ (Thaladdu)

4. elurenfl (Sappani), the ninth month. Here
the child began to clap hands.

5. @ssw (Muttham), the tenth month. Here
the child began to kiss and to be kissed in
return.

6. @rri%sr (Varanai), twefth month. Here the
child extended its hands, and called to be taken
in arms. .

§ yallip el ywplevs Eppoyr
1ores setr  wEeflis &Td QL.
Purananusu.  374: 9.20.
alorQaer Cer® udsiss whHps
WorQaeir gasQars ars 155
wpaQerer awiysel enildarsm Qupp
wr%v Qawmiip @elfens Lilg
Silappadikaram XI1.25-28

eragerell @F &L & rerwraniss BFHgred
Cuenfl reowert supssenis & QuEnsear &@anwal T
&g,
Jwaka Chintamany 2697.
+ 6. 808. Comp.
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7. guyed (Ampuli), the sixteenth or eighteenth
month. Here the mother showed the moon to
the infant, and beckoned it to come and play
with  him.

8. Pauep (Siruparai), the second year. Here
the hero played on a small drum. In the case
of girls, this period was known as wiwi%r
(Ammanai) when they played with malaca beans
or - brass balls.

9. @pd& (Sittil), the third year. Here the
girls built toy houses, while the boys were en-
gaged 1In trampling them down.

10. @ :si (Siruther), the fourth year. Here
the boys played with a toy cart. The girls had
erzey  (Usal), in which they delighted being swung
on a swing.

In the fifth year, the boy was placed under
the care of a village schoolmaster known as
sewa+rur (Kanakayer). * He was made to lisp with
his baby lips 2@ afmoy— Virtue be thy pleasure,
gows Amo—Subdue anger, @su  Hepé@—To beg
is a disgrace, S@urnéspemubsi~Advance Godward,
etc. To the regret of all sensible persons, this
system is being replaced by Grase & e®»e—The
cock crows. @&er s%wi@nge—The horse neighs,
5fl ey u9B@p s —The jackal howls, etc. All these
might inform the young, but it is at the sacri-
fice of the formation of character. Moreover,
the time and energy spent by the child are
purely a waste; for, by about the seventh year,
he is past all this information.

* sppare. L@ fé sewss il L Ggney
—Quppsts CueasQuri GSETb.ee..
Naladiyar. 314.
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The evils of child labour are pathetic enough,
but the injury inflicted on him in later years by
oppressive study, by undue urgency, by unreason-
able exactions, and by the overcrowding of the
course, have far reaching effects on humanity. They
violate Nature and therefore smother genius.

The child unquestionably accepts all tradition,
delights in forms and rites and is easily pleased
with wvain repetitions. Therefore he likes rhyme and
metre. The earlier system of learning by rote poetry
lines is thus the most natural one for such learn-
ing as is possible for him. If we let him learn
by rote, not only will he learn much that is neces-
sary, but the method itself will prove to be zan
economy of time all his life, for what he learns
thus he is least likely to forget. It may not be
a real course of study, and may seem more like
play; but the learning is not all by rote. It
cannot be denied that incidentally much information
suited to a child’s unstrained capacity is very often
imparted.

By adopting the earlier method, we carry in
our heads all the information we require. We thus
save in our after life a tremendous amount of time
wasted in continually turning over the pages of
dictionaries, and in ransacking the contents of libra-
ries. I need hardly observe that many a time we
miserably fail in our frantic efforts to trace what

we desire to have.

By adopting the present method, which is more
or less nothing but cram, we are reduced to the
abject condition of @eaDsugdSH Frew@Pwri; and
the pity of it is, that many of us sometimes happen



31

to forget even the position of our beacon, the
apzios treel What is worse, we often turn out to
be no #rwgdu-i at all.

To come back to the subject. Atfter complet-
ing his elementary education, the youth was appr-
enticed to his father to learn the family trade.
When he had made himself proficient in the craft
pertaining to his class, he was taught the use of
arms. Finally he was trained in military tactics by
the officers of the Crown. The whole career of a
Thamil <hild is pithily expressed by that heroic dame
Ponnudiyar of old, in the following lyric:

< gam ypssss Ces pivie. Car
s15Qap eyéGs pianpi@s s Car
Caoay spi 0510550 Qervaisss s Cer
raren sy Cassligsd o Cer
Qurellpar ov@@ssw @pBEEs
soflowfi s Quuise srlnézs & Cor”’
Purananury 312,

meaning:- My duty is to give birth to a son; the
duty of the father is to teach him the family
craft; the duty of the blacksmiths is to fashion a
spear for him; the duty of the King is to train
hin:. in military tactics; and to return from the
battle - field after slaying his toesis the duty ot my
warrior son.”

The result of this was that the ancient Thamil
children were not only expert handicraftsmen, but
indomitable warriors. We, the Thamil children of
the present day, are not expectedtodon a miltary
uniform, nor to march pastin a ceremonial parade;
but we have a hardier battle to fight; and that is
to wage a constant war against the Asuras (evil pro-
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pensities) dwelling in our hearts. In this terrible
conflict, we may often be slain; yet as in the
past, let the wounds be on our chests and not
on our backs. Let us prove ourselves to be the
worthier sons of our worthy fore - fathers.

aV&eunT 3amev STwrt

(ALMANAC MAKER TO HIS MAJESTY GEORGE 1v)
(Qadrarugeams e Grivelsss oo 5)

G omansidFe Cergdir Spim dammb wipd
utemsEre alBsQsrlaLmus srisg Hured G
Baysrgin .8 7 JHLD FoEms5ri ey snp Qa1 D
CBsiwafiyn Brarfmssidls yoydulsriss i
Fow Qaiys 5 semi wilSer i i gier 519 s Quer
e i eFdgamms 1637 o gavg e Aepss 9w
ke ami OSILG8b (s (psN ardBuipe pl
Ly UGHFTRESE sogam OaelubgHu awmw Sw
Qriudus paflad &6 ui dienm&SuSmssert. @aums
@ Hew L{‘S,@Jual.bumlu_mu) Qams@Ls giew@fszor,
288ws srew@hsar, BAleiCans siowPhsor, @rs
BT SEIW DASET, HLLTE FTowB sy, mirrwsy  Fiow
Bfss HBluiria ugsrinss swmiiss Qwefwid
Qurs B e @am'_-n@a'i@an oot ﬁﬂggagiégawnsér&@i Seoi
F&VI SLOLIR 4 F1& @I Wk Gew . @)b 5107w am F1ew 5ifls
ofer ugEIsBonmaonear @ ralr deastssion Fflus
oresi, @i @WFUE  FlgpepuUrs  Fia S faafler
GOy LY 1 Ceissau@reums’s Gaamd SgrFap
UrEUEIUTe 0,

EQr pb Qaisr gmmewr lelsFi §margseri s slar Qrijgy
Qriw wap gt saeiser & isEwWIrISeyT S wrm_ewdag
Gen G g wir plimes paw pai OrsfiCeylianpaer mor Gaigapseim
Quisleuibn salsdéswsCunt Qe lamssog GQufl
[Guimry
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THE ART OF FLOWER ARRANGEMENT
IN JAPAN.
BY MISS RANEE S. PAUL.

Flower Arrangement in Japan is not merely de-
corative, not merely even aesthetic, but something
symbolical and something philosophical. Its aim is
to express nature with her variety of effects upon
the human soul in all its fullness, and to give these
expressions a place in the daily routine life of the
ordinary man, thus bringing man into closer com-
munion with her even when he cannot be out-of
doors; and by so doing indirectly uplifting his moral
character. So deep is ils significance to the Japanese
that customary etiquette demands that flowers, ar-
ranged upon the alcove, should be honoured with
the salutation of a low bow.

Imagine a shallow China - basin with some de-
licate fronds of net-fern hanging over it in various
twists and turns, with even their shadows exquistite-
ly harmonised. This would represent a shady nook of
forests. To represent spring, the cherry - blossom
would invariably be the medium. Combined with spring-
orchid it would be used to reveal the splendour of
that gorgeous season in Nippon. Arrangements for
summer, however, produce a cool effect; the water-

lily, the pond lily and the iris are extensively used
for this purpose, and containers are always flat 1n

order that they might symbolise a pond or a lake.
Six stalks of green fox - tailed grass and one of the
cherry were strangely mixed in one demonstration
to depict the desolateness of nature. Bright red
blossoms in a cream - coloured container would sug-
gest a mid - summer - field. Autumn in Japan, they
say, is gorgeous when fields and mountain - slopes
are embroidered with a glory of crimson and maroon.
For one exhibit the medium chosen to depict autumn
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was a curious assortment of the cypress, the pine,
the wax tree, and club-moss weaving patterns
of a varied hue. The pine—tree, the Eternal Tree,
is often used to symbolise the relationship between
Earth and Heaven. Sometimes the branches would
hang down in the strangest of curves, and some-
times they ascend in the severest of straight lines.
Sometimes thare would be no flowers at all, especial-
ly when the artist wishes to depict Winter, and the
desolation Winter brings in her train. A mountain
overlooking a village would be simply expressed by
a tall bambo-vase of flower, the spring orchid tower-
ing above, suggesting visions of distant mountains,
and the wild plum and the Chrysanthemums below
humbly proclaiming the aspirations of village cot-
tages.

“Containers”, and the stands or mats on which
the containers are placed, I need hardly say, are
carefully selected so as to be in keeping with the
theme. Strange indeed would be the shapes, and
stranger still the materials. Sometimes it would be
a mere fish - basket, and sometimes a bucket from
a well. Sometimes it wouid mean as costly a piece
of porcelain or lacquer - ware as no Jaffna man
would think of wasting money upon. The stand might
merely be a bambo - mat or a slab of wood polished
to such perfection, that it would reflect a myriad
delights of light and shade; or deliberately left un-
hewn and rugged, suggesting the most rural of
landscapes. The crescent moon hanging from the
wall seems to be a favourite container for many
forms, and the curves of twigs around would be as
delicate as the moon - beams of a Japanese summer-
night.

To the utilitarian Jaffna mentality that finds
a use for the barest “wmaar ” (s1i) upon the palmyrah-
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stalk, that prefers to grow the brinjal with more
zest than the jasmine, it might be surprising to hear
that in Japan the art of arranging flowers in a vase
(or in a “container”’, as it is called) is considered
a great skill, and a necessary qualification for the
to - be - bride. So great is the repute in which the
art is held, that College Research institutes, and
criticism classes have been instituted to study, perfect,
and propagate it. Under the Ohara School alone,
orginated about forty years ago in Osaka, there are
ten - thousand licensed teachers and one hundred
thousand students. In the fields of Moribana and
Heikina styles, the Ohara School enjoys the highest
reputation. Both these are modern styles.

The fundamental points of the Moribana style
are in arranging the flowers there should be a
subject, an auxiliary to the subject, a little shorter
and made to balance the third factor, the objept;,
all these forming a triangle and all intermediaries
arranged within this trangle. The object of the
Moribana and Heikina styles is to make the arrange-
ment as naturalistic as possible, paying due regard
to colour harmony. Therefore, these styles would be
more intelligible to the average man, than the
others more ancient and more formal. The Moribana
style usually expresses itself in flat containers, but
the Naigerospecialises in tall vases.

The Seikana style the most ancient and prac-
tised by six different schools, is very formal and
subject to many regulations; it is the kind specially
meant for the alcove where the Japanese people
usually keep thzir family gods and ancestor tablets.
A painting in water - colour upon a scroll of silk
usually provides the back -ground, and gorgeous
hangings on the sides serve to set it off. The har-
mony between the colour effects of the picture,
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hanging and flowers is carefully considered and the
rhythm of the curves given every possible attention.
I watched a girl arranging flowers upon an alcove
and marvelled at the minute precision with which
she bent the stalks to curve just the right way, and
the elaborate attention she paid to every detail.

Of what delight this art would be, if we
could only capture its spirit and embody the ravishing
charm of its beauty and philosophy, in our Jaffna
homes. Perhaps I have been unfair in my remark
about the utilitarian Jaffna mentality. Surely the mind
that has evolved the custom of ordering the golden
bunches of the King Coconut to be hrought down to
adorn the entrance of the wedding hall, or of caus-
ing plantain trees to be uprooted just when the
green fruits are most promising, to support the gate
posts of the festive home with their symbolic fruit-
fulness—such a mind cannot be called “utilitarian”,
in one cruel sweep! Our ladies have never consider-
ed their toilet complete until some jasmine buds or
chrysanthemums have been set off against the jet
black of the Kondai (@siewmen—). Paper flags, the most
inartistic form of interior decoration, are not a thing
that we can claim as our own. [From what land they
hail, I have still to find out.] But we have always
resorted to nature with her varied beauties for our
decorations, and our great men and women we have
honoured with garlands of jasmine and of gifts of

lime.

Again Nature has not been to us without her
sy mbolic significance. Has not the mango-leaf-girdled-
coconut on the full water-pot always symbolised ful-
ness, and the Kuthuvilaku (®s s elass) shedding its
dim light in the back-ground, completed the perfect
picture of the life- sustaining forces of nature? The
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sweet fragrance of the jasmine and the aromatic
scent of the Twlasi (wer® | that mingle with the Pooja
devotions have stood for the purity of the soul that
would up-lift its prayer to the Holy One. When
seed time comes round, maidens with earthen bowls
of the nine kinds of sprouting grains, “Navathaniam”
‘sagrefus, have danced their dance of joy at the
surge and pulse of new life to the temple-gates.
Do we not line our walks with mango-leaves and
coconut-strands on auspicious occasions to devote the
abundant life of spring time or Vasantha-Kalum,
(ass5ssrews when the whole world seems to dance to
the rhythm of Krishna's flute!

herefore, with such a close association with
nature for the heritage of our race, I do not feel
apologetic when 1 give the following hints as to
how we may capture the spirit of this art of Flower-
arrangement and adapt it to our own land. When
the monsoons bring to us the welcome rain, and
our dry parched earth drinks her fill, then all around
is green life, sprouting from every nook and corner.
Then is the time when we may gather some shoots
of -the Cyprus Kora: (G2menr), and of the Treidax
(these are about the first to appear) and arrange
them in our living rooms to Symbolise the recurrence
of new life as year succeeds to year. Then as every
day of October and November adds on to the green-
ness that mantles our dry Jaffna, a thousand pleasant
surprises await him that hath eyes to see. Have
you watched the wild Asparagus (#74s1@1f, that
twines and twists among the hedges of our
narrow lanes, especially at the sea-side? We may
use them for streamers for festive decorations, and
for our ordianary drawing rooms they might be
coaxed into draping a pillar with the tenacity of
their spines interspersed with the red flames of the
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flamboyant. What excellent colour effect! What a
symbol of the splendour and glory of nature!

The lotus is an inexhaustible subject. To us
the queenly bloom will always symbolise our de-
votion to our Mother-land, and we should make it
a habit of using the symbol on the platforms of our
public meetings. The -almost severe symmetery of
the petals might also suggest perfection, and as in
Japan the coolness and the peace of the tranquil
ponds that are her native haunts. Indian girls are
fond of intertwining the fragrant bracts of pandanus
(& %r) into their braids of hair. But these are so
broad and can be so easily written on, that one often
wonders why we cannot print our invitations or our
greetings on them and use their fragrance which
persists for days, to symbolise our welcome to our

guests or the warmth of our greetings at some
festive season.

Vases we do not lack. The bamboos that grow
here with as much ease as in Japan could provide
all our tall containers; our earthen chatties (siiw)
could be moulded into whatever shape we choose.
The palmyrah leaf which we can weave into a
myriad shapes suggests promise of many a possibi-
lity; all our brassware-our Ilotahs (Gewricnr) and our
vaddils, (exwe) our charuvams (#gaw) and our chembu
(@=oy could also be pressed into service.

To me the whole poetry.of the monsoon weather
lies in the Gloriosa Superba. November flowers we
call them in our native tongue, because the coy
blooms delay their advent till after Dheepavali in
late November. But here the Latin name certainly
far excels the Tamil, for truly is she a heavenly
glory! Her delicate leaftips that lengthen and curl
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lengthen and twine and clasp every possible support
suggestive of great perseverence, and her crinkly
petals that emerging out of the palest gold and
deepening into the brightest reds point heaven-ward,
symbolic of man’s highest aspirations - may we not
hope, —might be well made use of by a flower-artist
as an expression of the divine elogquence on the
verge of which we often tremble in these our
mortal coils.

Gloriosa Superbal

JAFFNA COLLEGE PRIZE-DAY -
A DUAL FUNCTION,.

Extracis from an account which appeared 1n the Young Ildea.

The Annual Prize-Giving at 6 p. m. on Wed-
nesday the 10th November, which followed an At-
Home to the Old Boys and friends of Jaffna College,
was a unique event which will be remembered for
sometime, as it is claimed to have achieved the double
purpose of showing the public the success attained
by the students as well as the success of the Board
of Directors in the selection of a New Principal.

This Prize-Giving afforded to all the friends
and well-wishers of the College an opportunity to
meet Rev. and Mrs. Sydney K. Bunker.

The Prize-Giving, in itself a successful event
as usual, on this particular occasion, slid almost into
second place. At about 6 p.m., Mr. E. C. Lockwood,
Mr. and Mrs. Bunker, Sir W. Duraiswamy, the Speaker
of the State Council, followed by the Board of Directors
and the College Staff mounted the platform. The
Ottley Hall was gaily decorated with palms and
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bunting. The hall was bathed in a soft pleasant glow
and the fans sent their message of comfort to the
distinguished audience who had gathered there. The
audience deserves praise for its excellent orderliness
and attentiveness which contributed a great deal to
the success of the function. About a thousand persons
had gathered in this beautiful hall, the heads of
educational institutions in the North, ministers of
churches, inspectors of schools and the representatives
of all the learned professions.

The prize-giving, which was under the Chair-
manship of Mr E. C. Lockwood, the out going acting
Principal, commenced with a word of prayer by
Rev. S. Kulandran and a welcome song (specially
composed by Mr. S. A. Visuvalingam) and sung by
Master S. Muttucumaraswamy and a recitation by
Mas. R. Thavarajah. To the right of the Chairman
was accommodated Sir W. Duraiswamy, while on his
left was the Rev. Sydney Bunker, the new Principal.
Others on the platform were Mrs. Bunker, the Board
of Directors and the staff of the College.

Then Mr. E. C. Lockwood read a report of the
work during the year under review.

After the reading of the report, the new
Principal, Rev.Sydney Bunker, addressed the gathering.

The Chairman in inviting Sir W. Duraiswamy
to speak said that he was particularly happy that
the next speaker of the evening was a distinguished
Old Boy of the College. Amidst loud cheers, Sir W.
Duraiswamy rose up and in his speech chiefly dealt
with his early school days at Jaffna College. He
added that he had spent the best part of his school
days in Jaffna College. He exhorted the boys to
spend their time usefully because they were at a
stage which was perhaps the most important one in

4
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their lives. Then Sir W. Duraiswamy gave away the
athletic prizes while Mrs. Bunker gave the scholastic
prizes.

Mr. Handy Perinbanayagam rising amidst loud
cheers to propose a vote of thanks said that the
College was under no special obligation to those who
responded to the invitation ‘as it is now realized that
it is the duty of everyone to take a keen interest
in the education of the country and not leave it
entirely on the shoulders of the teachers and inspectors.’
The function terminated with a spirited singing of
the College song.

V. S. CHANMUGAM,
London Matric. E.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

It is my privilege this evening to welcome you
all and express the College gratitude for the real
interest yvou show us by your presence. We are
particularly happy to have Sir Wytialingam Durai-
swamy present as our chief speaker of the evening—
distinguished graduate to whom we point proudly.
May I, Sir, here publicly record our satisfaction in
the knighthood which has been recently bestowed
upon you-—a signal honour, indeed.

The last Prize-Giving was held in October 1935,
and at that time Mr. Bicknell presented the annual
report of the Principal. I read this record of his the
other evening and it brought him so vividly to
mind that I could almost hear him speaking —humo-
urous, sympathetic, idealistic. He mentioned intima-
tely staff and students, disclosing his real affection
for all those with whom he worked. One sensed
his long, loving acquaintanceship with people and
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places of the past; and one recognized too that he
dreamed boldly for the future.

The death of Mr. Bicknell on December 17th
last stunned our College community. For days the
fact of his passing could not be fully comprehend-
ed. So intimately had Mr. Bicknell and the College
been connected that it was almost impossible to
visualize an immediate future without his intense
interest and guidance to mould it. But the shaken
staff and Board of Directors had to face that im-
mediate future, and without the wisdom and inspi-
ration of tim on whom they had so frequently de-
pended.

Of the many tributes that have been paid to
Mr. Bicknell, none has been more striking than
this unspoken one, the fact that tke College opened
as scheduled on January 18th, and carried on from
that date competently and well. Only sound institu-
tional organization, and, especially, staff loyalty made
that possible—organization which Mr. Bicknell had
largely created, and loyalty which he had inspired.

And here, early in my report, I wish to thank
all those loval ones who, remembering, have aided
me in my task. My thanks are due to Mr. S. S.
Sanders and Mr. J. Sinnappah of the office force,
without whose experience and gracious willingness
we could not have carried on; to Mr. J. V. Chelliah,
Mr. D. S. Sanders, Mr. A. (. Sundrampillai, and
all the staff who by advice and suggestion helped
my understanding, and forgave the mistakes of ig-
norance; and to the Board of DLirectors. And I wish,
also, to record gratitude to a handful of men half
the world away who month by month exhibit utmost
affection for a College unseen. 1 speak of the Board
of Trustees in America who handle our endowment
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funds, and especially of Mr. James S. Allen, the
treasurer, who in the complicated intricacies of the
modern financial world husbands our resources with
consummate and selfless skill, so handling our funds
there that we receive the largest financial return.
How fortunate we are to have such a man as our
*“keeper”’, whose sympathetic appreciation of our
ideals underlies his canny care for our *“treasure.”

During the Christmas vacation the Board of
Directors met and voted that the Board of Trustees
in Boston be asked to select an ordained administ-
rator as successor to Mr. Bicknell, and that in the
interim period Mr. Lockwood should act as Principal.
On the platform to-night we kave Mr. Bicknell's
successor, Rev. Sydney K. Bunker. Most of you
will know by now of his educational qualifications,
his B. A, B. D, and his Oxford B. Litt. Those who-
have listened to him speak are aware of his practi-
cal, vigorous idealism, vividly expressed. Those who
have met him recognize already his charm of per-
sonality, his questing interest, and the co-operative
sincerity with which he enters his work. We are
indeed thankful that such a man has come into
the principalship of Jaffna Collegee. To him and
Mrs. Bunker we extend the warmest welcome.

This report will present informally some of
the items of progress and interest, the facts and
conclusions which  have impressed themselves
upon me these last ten months.

STUDENTS :— Our total registration has in-
creased slightly this year from 501 in 1936 to
509 in 1937. It is interesting to note that the
gain is due to the increase in the number of our
girl students, which expansion from 49 to 60 more
than offsets a loss of 3 among the boys. We have
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3 young womo>n in the Intermediate classes, and
rejoice in this developmert of our college usetulness
while we welcome them to the growing group of
young ladies in our co-educational institution.

We have members from four religious commu-
nities among our 509 students : 376 Hindus, 128 Chri-
stians, 3 Muslims, and 2 Buddhists.

98 students are hous2d inour hostels, and 45
others take their noon meals here.

The problem of hostel rooms for our Inter-
mediate students has beea very knotty. They have
lived varicusly : next to the dining hall in a room
now used for drawing; in the small corner room
adjacent to the half demolished administration block;
and now, very happily in the one-time Vice-Principal’s
house, where they can at last spread out. Mr. Op-
penheim is the resident master there, and they are
fortunate indeed, to hava his triendly supervision.

In January 1937, 63 youag p=ople appzared for
the London Matriculation Examination. Only 14 pas-
sed . We surpassed, even so, the island average of
10%, but I do not feel that we can be satisfied
when on such tests only 20 % of our students do sat-
isfactory work. In June only 7 appeared, and 5 of
them passed, 2 in the first division, so that our
record was raised. Intermediate candidates have ap-
peared—3 in Arts; 2in Science. As yet the results
are not known.

In line with the recommendation of University
College authorities we have introduced a Post-Matri-
culation Class this year. Its purpose is to lead
soundly into the Intermediate work, so that the jump
from Matncu]atlon studies to Intermedlate is not too

abrupt
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The College has always been very generous
in helping toward an education those students whose
finances are limited. This year 72 boys and girls
have received Rs. 3616 in direct scholarship aid-
Moreover, to. the number of 51, children of staff
members and pastors of the J.C.S.1. U. C. receive
free tuition, so that a total of 123 young people have
been helped by ‘the College toward a fuller enjoy-
ment of life in the school.

In order to attract to the College boys of the
highest intellectual abilitics we are experimentally
offering certain new academic achievement scholar
ships, to be first awarded in 1938. I may well quote
from the Prospectus to explain them : —

A. Thz Collegz offers 3 op2a scholarships of a
year's free tuition to students of the area who enter-
ing the Intermediate Class in January 1938,

a. have passed their Matriculation examination,

b. have been certified by the headmasters of
their schools to have been the previous year
members of the top 10 % of their class, scho
lastically, .

c. are among the three highest to pass a special
examination set by the College in Dac. 1937.

B. The College:- offers 4 open scholarships of a

‘ year’s free tuition to the boys under 17 from the
Affiliated English Schools who entering the
College in the Vth Form in January 1938,

a. have passed the J.S. C. examination,
b. have been certified by the headmasters of their

schools to have been the previous year mem-
bers of the top 10 % of their class scholastically.
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c. are among the four highest to pass a special
examination set by the College in Dec. 1937.

Similarly 2 open scholarships on very much the
same basis will be awarded to boys or girls under
9 entertaining the Lower School in January 1933.

It is hoped that we may by this method leaven
our student body with some of the most active school-
boy mentalities.

Student life consists not only of studying and
examinations, but of participation in many other acti-
vities. While our teams have not this year swept
championships thzir way, we have triumphed athlet-
ically with V. G. George of the Post-Matriculation
class. In the All-Ceylon School-boy Meet in Colombo
he carried off two first places:the pole vault with a
jump of 10° 2 3" and the high jump with a leap
of 5’ 102 which established a new school-boy record-
for the island and topped the English school-boy re-
cord. Jaffna College congratulates him on this splen-
did achievement.

Our literary societies have met regularly for
debate, for lectures, for the reading of papers, for
public functichs. The Brotherhood in the first term
presented “ The Step-mother” at its annual cele-
bration ; the Lyceum recently presented “ The Stoker ”
and a Tamil Drama. A group of our students very
creditably presented a dramatization of the *“Cood
Samaritan ” at the October meeting of the Church
Council and repeated it again here at Jaffna College
Iast Sunday evening.

The Y.M. C. A. has held its weekly gathering
and several able speakers have addressed the society.
The annual expedition to the island of Eluvaitive took
place early in July. '
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A new comer to the group of College -clubs
‘is the Dormitory Union where it is hoped the hostel
students may find an opportunity for friendly co-oper-
ation, for good fun, and for a sound organization through
which it will be possible for them to increasingly
share in the smooth running of the home life de-
partment of the "institution.

Interest in the College garden is reviving. The
area has been divided up into small sections and
allotted to different students. Tomatoes, plantains,
brinjals, etc. should soon be appearing in abundance.

The Scouts continue their robust activities under
Mr. Oppenheim’s direction. They enjoy especially
week-end camping trips at Velani and Mathakal. At
the Scout Rally- at Old Park in September they
contributed to the general programme items of sig-
nalling, knot-tying, and American Indian dancing.
We are proud to say that in 1936 our Troop was
adjudged the best in Ceylon by the Scout authori-
ties. In January two ot our Scouts attended the All-
India Scout Jamboree at Delhi. For them it was a
fine experience and they shared it gladly with the
‘est of the troop and the College by a talk in Assem-
bly and by informal relation of their adventures.

Mr. Vethaparanam has recently organized a
group of Rovers from whom we expect much. They
have already taken an active interest in gardening,

15 boys and 15,g1rls meet with Mrs. Lockwood
weekly for English .choral practise.: They gave an
informal concert in Febdraary last and plan a second:
on the 26th of this. month. And, although the
Collegé has no special classes in Tamil music, it is
well to record heére that 4 of our girls:" Annammah-
Elias, Pushparanee 'Kanapathippillai, Rangltham Sun-
drampillai, snd Alice Elias competing in tke “Times
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of Ceylon Music Festival” garnered silver and bronze
medals to the number of 7, thus bringing prestige
to our institution.

STAFF:— A year always brings staff shifts, gains,
and lcsses, and we have had our share on the staffs
of the College and the Affiliated Schools.

At Manipay Mr. J. S. Navaratnam, B. A., the
headmaster for 16 years died in January. Mr. Nava-
ratnam had taught at this College for 6 years be-
fore taking over the duties at Manipay. He was
succeeded by Mr. S. P. Rajaratnam who was already
a member of the staff of the school.

At Tellippalai English School Mr.J. V. Chel-
lappah, the Headmaster, retired a few months early
(July 1st) in order to take over thz supervision of
the Vernacular Schools of the J.c,s.L U c. We
are sorry to lose such a fine educator from our
schools, but we realize that as General Manager
under the Church Council he has a field for effective
work, where his ability, his tact, and far-sightedness will
be of immense importance. Mr. C, C. Kanapathippillai,
supervisor of the Lower Schocl, was aprointed head-
master in his place.

Mr. P. W. Ariaratnam has teen arpoirted to
be supervisor of the Lower School, and Miss G. Vijaya
has been given temporary appointment there.

It is pleasant for m= to record some happy
personal changes in the lives of some of our College
staff. Mr. Niles, Mr. Gnanasegaram, Mr.S. S. Selva-
durai and Mr. K. Sellaiah (our librarian) have all
been married within the last 12 months. At this
rate we shall soon be without even the 3 single
teachers we now have —and though such a prospect
daunts and worries us,. nevertheless we tender the
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4 new Benedicts sincere congratulations and good
wishes.

We all rejoiced that Mr., Handy Perinbanaya-
gam had a few weeks in Japan as delegate to the
International Educational Conference at Tokyo. Upon
his return he gave generously of his time, sharing
his experiences and impressions vividly with many
groups.

We were happy to see Mr. K. A. Selliah of
our Faculty in August and September when he came
home from England on a short visit to his family.
He has done a year’s work in Physics at the Im-
perial College of Science and Technology. This year
on his return he is engaging in work on Education
until June 1938 when he will have secured a diploma
in that subject from London University.

Mr. Rajasundaram, who is substituting for
Mr. Selliah, has just passed his B. Sc. examination
successfully with 2nd class honours. We congratu-
late him,

Just recently death has removed one of the
members of the Board of Directors, Mr. Edward
Mather, a loyal Old Boy of the College, who has taken
an active interest in the life and conduct of our
institution over a long period of years.

PuysicAL PLANT:- Our College has grown
physically. The filling of the athletic field to the east
has at long last been completed and will be used
increasingly as the surface is improved.

A house adjacent to our girls’ dormitory was
up for forced sale. In order to provide a 6th College
owned home near the school for staff members and
to protect the girls’ hostel from possible undesirable
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neighbours the College bought this. It has been re-
paired and wired for electric lights and is now occu-
pied by Mr. Perinbanayagam.

The house near the church occupied by Mr.
K. V. George was thoroughly repaired with a new roof
at a cost of Rs. 793 |; and the building wused by
Mr. S. S. Sanders had extensive work done on beams,
rafters, and walls at a cost of Rs. 589 |. Although
at no time does the income from these 6 teachers
houses cover the yearly expenditures upon them, the
College opinion has been that it is eminently to be
desired that as many as possible of our College
community live near, so that their helpful influence
may bhe more continually available to the students.

Our most difficult physical problem has been
what to do about the administration rooms. The old
block was partially torn down, and at the moment
stands ugly and reproachful.

We hope soon to reach a decision as to future
accommodation. For four months the offices were
housed in the Principal’'s Bungalow. On the return
of Mrs. Lockwood and children from Kodaikanal,
the offices were shifted to the Y. M. C. A. rooms,
which had to that date been unfurnished and un-
used. This move has caused distress in some quar-
ters, and though it is obvious that to push building
operations hastily and rashly now, just in order to
free these rooms would be unwise, we hope that
in a short time they may be released for their real
purpose.

Previously the boarders during their periods of
study were accommodated in three separate class-
rooms. Since one man only was in charge of the
proceedings, and he evidently could not be in three
rooms at once, supervision was difflcult. It was
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possible to arrange the study hall in one room (the
Jong room which parallels the library downstairs).
72 desks and chairs were built to seat the group
there. It is desirable that attention be paid in the
near future to better ventilation of the room, but
it has solved the main problem for which it was
designed.

DiscipLINE :— I have never considered myself a
stern person, with frightening frown and cold com-
pelling voice, but I note, rather to my surprise,
that when mention is made of my inter regnum
principalship stress is laid on the fact that discipline
has been tightened.

1 mentioned the new study hall arrangement
for boarders. I think concentration on studies has
been made more attainable by this grouping of the
boys in one room under direct supervision. How-
ever, this supervised study has applied only to the
early morning and the evening study hours of the
hostel students. It would seem advisable next year
to see that during the day as w:ll when lads are
not in classes they should be in study hall, not
wandering aimlessly about, often off campus.

Some students may have found it hard discip-
line to be inoculated against typhoid, but over 500
willingly underwent temporary inconvenience and
have thus ensured themselves for a year or two
against this endemic, dread disease. Early in the
second term we had almost lost one of our students
from enteric. I consulted the medical authorities and
they advised this protection for the whole student
body. Dr. Nadarajah, Medical Officer of Health,
Jaffna, very graciously aided us, himself giving the
injections,
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A problem that faced us was duz to the fact
that the boys took tea at one or another of the 7
boutiques which adjoin our campus. Frequently large
bills were run up there (one mounting to over
Rs. 200]). The College had no supervision of the
sanitary conditions under which the food was pre-
pared; and off campus gatherings of boarders were
against general College policy anyway. It was decided
to have t=a served to the boys in the College dining
halls by a concessionaire, and have this paid for
by tickets purchased through the College Office.

I am aware that even now there are students
breaking this and other rules, but in these iast
months T could not check on all the small details.
1 feel that early next year all our rules and re-
gulations should be thoroughly reconsidered and re-
vised, with due consideration for student opinion, and
that thereafter we should make a particular effort
as a cooperative group, staff and students, to abide
by these rules which have been found desirable,

This report has been a very sketchy one, but
from it you will be abls to gather some idea as
to how our College life has gone on in 1937; from
it you will know of somz of the problems we have
faced and how we have attempted their solution.

We are not perfect here in Jaffna College; we
are far from it, but we do have the desire to im-
prove, to correct our own ways, to strengthen, to
give unselfishly. I look forward with confidence to
this new era of Mr. Bunker’s Principalship—a period
when Jaffna College will go forward in its service
of Jaffna and Ceylon.
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REv. BUNKER’S ADDRESS.

Mre, Bunker and T have come here as strangers
among you. Perhaps the first thing that has impressed
us is, however, that we connot long remain strangers:-
with such warm friendliness have we been greeted.
May 1 once again, and inclusively, thank you for
your greetings which started in Colombo and cul-
minated in our reception at the College, in the host
of letters and telegrams, in your kind presence at
the At Home this afternoon. and in the warm and
generous hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Lockwood.

But there remains much to get used to, ac-
quainted with. Doubtless you have heard before of
some difficulty for folk fresh from the West with
some of the names we must pronounce, and some
of our mumbling is probably no disguise to you.
Perhaps the most daunting task I have yet faced
was having to read out in chapel the names of the
students who would play for us yesterday. And Iam
still a bit startled, when talking with you, to make
what seems an unexceptionable statement and to
have it greeted with an inclination of the head
(.... .) which looks so much like our shaking of the
head, which is definitely negative. Perhaps this comes
worst of all with Mr. Oppenheim.

But these will come and you have shown us
great patience and forbearance. A longer task lies
ahead of us in getting to know the traditions of this
College, also the traditions and philosophy of life of
the Ceylonese. I like to think that some of the ideals
of the original Seminary carry on in Jatfna College,
but I know, too, that the original, immediate inspi-
ration for the foundation of Jaffna College came from
the people of Jaffna. It is your College, and that
means we must—we want to-know the conditions
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of life here as well as your aspirations. For these
there must be determining.

This I can say: We have seen enough in our
short stay to know that we are going to enjoy our
life and work here. But not enough to draw up any
detailed scheme of what changes, if any, should be
made—or as I would rather phrase it—any detailed
scheme of just what direction we should grow in.
This only I know : grow we must, or else fall back;
there is no standing still.

But may I remark briefly on three aims which
I feel sure we can all agree on.

(1) One is to carry on the great traditions of
the College. I stand now in a great succession of
principals, none of whom was a greater man than
my predecessor, Mr. Bicknell. I want you to know
that I am conscious of the great responsibility rest-
ing upon me as I set out on the journey which
they have begun.

Now if I am to judge from what I have heard
and seen, in nothing has the College been greater
than in a certain independence of view it has given
to its graduates. By this I mean the refusal to take
anything for granted as true on the word of anvy
external authority. The Citadel of Truth, and therefore
the hope for advance in the good life, lies in the
heart and mind and soul of the individual before
God. It is not to be lightly won, but neither is it
to be coerced. If, however, we lead students here to
think that there is no good in, and no guidance to
come from, the great external authorities iike tra-
dition, the State, the Churches of the various faiths,
and the Schools —then we are abusing our opportunity.

But the fact remains ‘that 'institutions harden,
while life is fluid and changing, and men must be
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free in a responsible way to think out new methods
for meeting age-old problems.

May I give one example of what I mean ?
Many of you may have bz2en as interested as I
in watching the dispute precipitated by the Principal
of Ananda College over the use of corporal punish-
ment. Tradition, re-enforced by Dr. Samuel Johnson,
says the indignity of corporal punishment is necess-
ary; yet Jaffna College, in the face of that dictum,
has never used it and still seems to be able to pull
its full weight among the Colleges of Ceylon—as
witness the report we have just heard of one year
under difficult circumstances.

(2) Another aim upon which I hope we can
all agree is that we should make education in Jaffna
College something more than mere preparation for
living after school days are over. School life is just
as much living as any other kind of life. We have
to learn enough to pass the tests given wus; but
just as truly we have to learn to live with one
another so that each one may get the most possible
out of his life—develop his gifts to the utmost. We
must be able to get on with others here—our asso-
ciates, our classmates, team-mates, our teachers, just
as later we must be able to get on with our fellows
in industry or business, in social life, in political
life. We have our work to do—or to slight; and the
same rules of enrichment—or impoverishment—that
hold in the home, on the farm, in the office, hold
here. So let us make every effort to create a place
here where all may live fully, normally, and well—
as much out of the classroom as in it—knowing that
as we build up good habits here. they are likely to
hold later and lead to lives more worthily lived.

{3) Another aim surely we can all agree on is
that the education we strive to make possible here
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must be in terms of living today - and tomorrow -
in Ceylon. This means not just the education that
has been given in the past - which has proved useful
in past ages or other lands - but it means education
for living in the Ceylon we see here today and
believe is coming tomorrow. It does not mean res-
tricting our study to Ceylon—rather it means reaching
out to the East and West, the North and South for
whatever they have of value to give us as dwellers
on this beautiful island. Nor does it mean restricting
our sympathies to Ceylonese people—the world is too
closely knit to make that anything less than suicidal
in the long run. Yet after all it is Ceylon that we
must live in and her history, her climate, her soil
and industry and government are what concern us
most. May the day soon come when Ceylon sets
all her own examinations and determines herself in
what direction her young people should be educated.
And may Jaffna College play her part, with wisdom
and under God, to bring in that day.

Here are goals the winning of which extend
far beyond our sight at present. We cannot accom-
plish all that we would at once, and it is better to
recognize and reckon with facts than tilt at wind-
mills. But these considerations should not discourage
us: what good are goals that are not beyond us?
The speed of our going is far less important than
the direction in which we travel. May we all,—
Directors, Faculty, staff, students, Old Boys, and friends
of the College—unite in choosing our direction well
and following along that road faithfully.
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Prize List FOor 1936.

CLASS NAME SuUBJECT
Lond. Matiic C N. Navaratnam General Proficiency
Fifth Form A - A. Navaratnam s .
“ " K. P. Abraham 'y .
Fifth Form B C. Satkunanantham ' v
" " 8. Selvajeyam . .
Fouth Form A K, Ratnavale "
. ' T. K. Welch . .
Third Form A D. Nesaratnam " .
Second Form A N, Savundranayagam ,,
" " H. N. Ponnambalam ,, is
First Form A K. Kumarasamy - 5s
" “ Ruby Appadurai . '
2 . A. Veluppillai . s
" " K., Balasubramaniam ., -
“ " S, Balakrishner . o
First Form I3 D. Thurairatnam s ,,
» " S. Ponmany " .
5th Std. S. Sanmugam ' "
Second Year A S. Kumarasamy ” o
First Year A K. Rasammah . "
. » N. Nageswari - .
Int Arvis. Mr. I, T. Kuruvilla ' -
. . sy W. D. Abraham ’e ”
Int. Science Miss G. E. A. Sathianathan ,,
5 . Mr. S. V. Paul ’e ,
- ' Mr. K. Arianayagam ,, .
Lond. Matric. A K. Sivanantham Mathematics Ist Prize
" " K. Sivanantham Chemistry 1st Prize
” . N. Veerasingham Mathematics Ist Prize
Lond. Matric. C T. Wijayanathan English 1st Prize
) . J. B. Welch English 2nd Prize
' . N. Navaratnam Mathematics 1st Prize
» " P. Jeyaveerasingam ' 2nd Frize
. " C. S. Nadarajah History 1st Prize
Lond. Matric. D M. Kanagaratnam Chemistry 1st Prize
Fifth Form A A. Navaratnam Mathematics 1st Prize
’e " ' English Ist Prize
s » » Latin 1st Prize
v . » History 2nd Prize

2 It ] PhySiCS 2nd Prize
. ye K. P. Abraham Chemistry 1st Prize
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12
13.

14,

15.
16.

17.

18.
19.
20.

21.
22.

24,

25.
26.
27.
28.
29,
30.

3L
32,
33.
34.

35,

Class.
Fifth Form A
do do
do do
Fifth Farm B
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
Fourth Form A
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
Fourth Form B
do do
do do
do do
Third Form A
do
do do
do do

Third Form B
Secord Form A

Second Form B
First Form A

.

do
do
do
do
do

do
do
do
do
do

do
do
do
do
do

do
do
do
do
do
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Name.

K. P, Abraham

»
S. Thanmavarather
C. Satkunananthan

"

»y

s
S. Selvajeyam

bR

"
N. Vijayasegaram
K. Ratnavale

”

i

T.K. Welch

N. Arunasalam
K. Edirnayagam
M. Kantharatnam
S. Kanagaratnam

S. N. Rajah

K. Nadarajah

D. Nesaratnam
J. Jesudasan
Jacob George

P. Kanagaratnam
N. Savundranayagam
N, Paramarajah
R. Thevarajah

T. Kuruvilla

V. Somasundram
Edwin Rajah

K. Kumaras:my

3

Ruby Appadurai

7

Subiject.
Physics ist Prize
Mathematics 2nd ,,
History Ist
English Ist .
Chemistry Ist ,,
Physics Ist

M athematics 2nd
Mathematics st

Latin Ist
Chemistry 2nd
History Ist
Latin Ist
Chemistry 1st
English 2nd
Scripture 2nd

English Ist

Scripture 1st
Mathematics 1st

Scripture 2nd
Scripture 2nd
Mathematics 1st
Tamil Ist
Mathematics 2nd
Scripture . 1st

Mathematics Ist

Latin Ist
Scripture 1st
Mathematics 2nd
History 1st
Tamil Ist

Mathematics 1st
Mathematics 2nd .

English 1st
History 1st
History 1st
Tamil Ist
Tamil 1st
Mathematics Ist
English Ist
Geography  1st
Science Ist
Tamil Ist
Drawing Ist



71

Class, Name. Subject.

35. First Form A Ruby Appadurai Mathematics 2nd Prize

do do “ English 2nd o,
do do . History 2nd
36. do do  A.Veluppillai History Ist o
do do . Drawing 2nd .
37. do do S. Balakrishner Science 2nd .
38. do do K. Kailasanather Tamil 2nd
39. First Form B D, Thurairatnam History Ist
do do . Scripture  1st .«
do do . Drawing Is* o
40. do do S. Ponmany English st »
do do . Drawing 2nd o
do do . Tamil st .
41, do do K. Selvarajah Scripture  1st >
42, 5th Std. 1 S, Sanmugam English 1st
do do » Writing st 5
do do . History 2nd
do do ’ Bible Ist
do do . Arithmetic  1st
43. do do S. Mahesan Writing 2nd ,,
44, do do G. Thillaikone History Ist
45. do do S. Ganesan Arithmetic 2nd
46, 5th std. 2 N. Saraswathy English st
do do . Scripture st
47. do do Paul Jesudasan Writing st
do do " Arithmetic  1st ,,
48, do do Elizabeth Elias Writing 2nd ,,
418, do do V. Sinadurai Arithmetic 2nd ,,
50. IIYr.A S. Mahendran English st o
do do ’s Drawing st
51. do do K. Punithavathy English 2nd ,,
do do " Writing st o,
do do o Tamil Ist 4
52. do A. Kugarajah Arithmetic 1Ist
53. do V. Thurairajah Arithmetic 2nd
54. do S. Kumarasamy Scripture Ist
55, do S. Subramaniam Scripture 2nd ,
56. 11 Yr.B R. Theagarajah English st
do do “ Scripture 2nd
57. do J. Jeevarajah English 2nd ,,
58. do K. Nadarajah Arithmetic 1st

53, do A. Ratnasingam Scripture st
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60. Ist Year A K Rasammah Eoglish 1st Prize
do do . Arithmetic 2nd
do do ’ Scripture Ist .
61, do do N. Nageswari English 2nd
do do . Writing st
do od ' Scripture 2nd o,
€2, do do N. Bivasubramaniam Arithmetic Ist .,
63. Ist Year B S. Kunaratnam English Ist
64, do do P. Gnanasundram Arithmetic 1Ist ,,
‘ do do . Tamil st .,
65. do do N. Balasingham Arithmetic 2nd ,,
66, 1s! Year C K, Gnanapiragasam English st ,,
67. do do N. Kanagasabai Arithmetic  1st ,,
68. do do K. Mahaledchumy Arithmetic 2nd ,,
69. do do J. Easwarakadadcham Scripture Ist

Y.M.C A,

Report for the Third Term

In presenting the repori of the Y. M. C, A.
for the term under review, I should say at the
very outset that we have had a few months of very
successful work. Apart from the numercus activities
that the Y. M. C. A. was engaged in, the fact that
it has endeavoured as an Association to engender
among the student community a new life, by es-
pecially directing toa certain extent the spiritual
life of the students, is a refreshing one. From the
various remarks made by students of all shades -of
convictions, we should feel throughly gratified and
strengthened —gratified that our endeavours were not
fruitless, strengthened that we may do more useful
work in this direction. We are greatly indebted to
the Publicity Committee Chairman, Mr. C. S. Pon-
nudurai, for the great interest that he took in giv-
ing the students food for thought by posting every
Monday *“A thought for the week” on the Notice Board.
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These weekly messages have had the desired result

Our Association has been during the past term
vitally interested not merely in the affairs of the
College and its general progress, but also in the
little bit of work done in the suburbs round about
our College. In all the five Sunday Schools that we
manage, there is a considerable rise in the number
of children. The regularity with which the Sunday
Classes were held and the well planned-out syallabus
that we followed made it possible for us to carry
on our classes in a smooth and orderly fashion. For
the very successful work that we did in our Sunday
Schools we are greatly indebted to our President,
Mr. P. W. Ariaratnam, who was chiefly responsible
for the syllabus that we followed and also to Mr.
E. J. J. Niles for the very instructive lecture that
he delivered to our teachers regarding Sunday School
work.

In our weekly meetings we were privileged to
listen to inspiring addresses by members of the staff
and visitors. I wish to extend to them all on be-
half of the Y. M. C. A. our grateful thanks for the
enthusiasm they inspired in us.

Six of ouar m=mb2rs are looking forward an-
xiously for the Student Christian Movement Quad-
rennial Conference to be held at Rangoon during
the latter part of December. In the last S. C. M.
Conference held at Badulla during the Easter vaca-
tion our Association was represented by six of our
members, who distinguished themselves as the only
delegates from Jaffna. It is our earnest and sincere
hope that the members that we are delegating from
our Association to the Rangoon Conference will
spend their time profitably in getting a closer and
a more intimate connection with the people from
all parts of the world so that, when they return to us,
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our Association might avail itself of the services
of these members with their outlooks broadened and
their experiences enriched.

Before I close, I should not fail to mention
the serious handicap that we as an Association have
been and are still facing. The need of a building
for the Y. M. C. A. was felt very strongly for
yvears together. The present Y. M. C. A. block was
completed during the closing stages of Mr. Bickneil’'s
career and following his death it has been—and is
still being—utilised by the College authorities as the
administration quarters. But now the handicap is
clearing away and I wish to take this opportunity
of offering our Principal on behalf of the Y. M. C
A. our grateful thanks for the kind assurance that
he has made of restoring as speedily as possible the
building solely for the use of the Y. M. C. A.

In conclusion let me thank our members, one
and all, for their hearty co-operation in all our
endeavours.

ERNEST APPADURAI,
Hony. Secy-
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OUR LITERARY ASSOCIATIONS

I—-THE INTER UNION

The great interest evinced by the members
of the Inter Union in the art of public'speaking as-
sured success at the very beginning of the term.
The hearty co-operation of our erstwhile Patron, Mr.
E. C. Lockwood, deserves our warm appreciation and
sincere thanks. We are also greatly indebted to
Mrs. E. C. Lockwood for her instructive address.

Continued co-operation from all sides is our
request for further success.

On the next page is a tabularised account of
the activities of the Union.

N. NADESAN,
Hony. Secy.
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Chairman

Subject

Chief Speakers

Other Speakers

(Vice-President)

ST BOTIE wtin@or wirwrud s F(PIDL
F3 eofluurFio Q5 rer

37.9-37|E C. Lockwood Esq. Election of Office-Bearers — —_
{Patron|
Mr. K Jeyakody (a) The N R A, of America Mr. E. Appadurai
28-9-37. [President] (b) The Scientific inventions during the {Mr. K P. Abraham
last decade Mr, V. Kumara _—
(¢) Clerical Examinations swamy
4-10-37Mr. S. Kularatnam | (a) Photography as a hobby Mr.J J. RatnaRajah
[ Vice President] (b) Bhiramachariya Mr, S. Soosaipil]z?i]a —
12-10-37|Mr. E. Jeyaveerasin| @ o 5% LenfGriig LR s Mr. V. Sampantha. o
gham pillai
26-10 37 [Mr, V. Kumara- An Address Mrs E. C. Lockwood ———
swamy M. A.
9-11-37Mr J. J. Ratnarajah| Science tends to make people atheistic !Pr(')p, Mr N. Nadesan Mr K Jeyakody
and rationalistic. Opp. Mr. E Jeyaveera |Mr. V. Sampan-
| singam thapil!ai
16-11 37{Mr S. Soosaipillai l

Prop. Mr V. George

Opp Mr J. P. Thurai-

Mr. M. Rajasingam

Mr. K Jeyakody
Mr. N. Nadesan

ratnam

N. NADESAN,

Hony. Secy.

9L
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II-THE BROTHERHOOD

The elections at the commencement of the
term returned a strong Committee which worked
well, until a principle involved in the arrangement
of the programme of weekly meetings resulted in the
Committee’s dissolution. The programmes arranged
thereafter and their success were due to the en-
deavours of another that helped the Patron.

The chief feature of this term however is the
honest effort made by the speakers at the debate
and the training and criticism offered by the Patron.
On account of the crowded programmes of this
term and the limited time with the examinees some
Inter - Collegiate debates could not take place.

“The Literary Star” and “Sakothara Mithran”
differed from each other on an important issue and had
a variety of topics highly interesting which may
be read by the old members from the files in the

Library.

It would be a great pleasure, if students of
the London Matric and Fifth Form Classes, who
are members of this Association, would make it a
point to attend these meetings without compulsion,
for at the Oratorical Contests held in connection
with the O. B. A. celebrations this year, it was the
considered opinion of the Chairman and the Judges
that the contestants came close to one another in
both Tamil and English Orations and the standard
reached was high. This commendation must be gra-
tifying to the members of the “Brotherhood” and
still more .to the contestants and our Patron, Mr,
D. S. Sanders, sinceone of the aims of the Associa-
tion is to cultivate the art of public speaking.
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The following subjects were discussed:—

1. "Kandy is preferable to Colombo as Univer-
sity site.”

2. “The American Colonies were justified in their
resistance o the Mother Country.”

3. “salerpagrn sarsiw o wnIBNCw &% LIPHPU
Uev Qauam ®u®

4. “Machinery is a gain to civilisation®.

5. “That the Boycott of Japanese goods will
effectively prevent Japanese aggression”.

6. “That Boarding life plays a great part in the
moulding of a student’s character.”
M. NADARAJAH,

Secretary,

[II—-THE FORUM

The Forum, as usual, held its meetings on
Saturday mornings. Among the subjects discussed were
the following:—

(1) “The execution of Charles 1 was justifiable”

(2) “ Co-education should be introduced in Jaffna
Schools.”
(3) “Quesraer swiferd yppargaa.”

We are glad to note that the subjects were
discussed very well. The debates were lively. OQur
Association is having a good number of able speak-
ers. The attendance was fairly good. We thank the
Patron for his presence in every meeting.

N. BEADLE.
Secretary.
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VI-THE LyceEum.

The first meeting of the Jaffna College Lyceum
for the [term was devoted tothe election of office-
bearers for the ensuing term. The office-bearers elec-
ted were:—

Secretary:- Mas. K. Tharmaratnam
Asst. Secy:- Mas. R. C. Thavarajah
Treasurer:- Mas. C. U. Abraham
Tam. Editor:- Mas. K. Kailasinathar
Eng. Editor:- Mas. R. C. Thavarajah

During the {term we had seven meetings.
The members take a keen interest in the activities
of this Association. Some of the subjects discussed
were:- “Corporal punishment has no place in any
school.” “Scouting should be adopted in all schools.”
“Travelling is a waste of money”.

The great progress of the Association was
shown by a noteworthy event when it celebrated
its 33rd Anniversary. An English play, a Tami]
Drama and a Unification Tableau were staged. The
function was a unique success. We have to be
thankful to our Patron, Mr. A. T. Vethaparanam
for being responsible for the success of our cele-

brations.

K. Tharmaratnam,
Hony. Secy.
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THE 33RD ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS

OF THE JAFFNA COLLEGE LYCEUM.

A REPORT BY “MR. LYCEUM”

Extract from The Young Idea.

Once more this youthful Association drew paeans
of praise from a large and distinguished audience
when it put on the boards an English Drama and a
Tamil Play on Saturday, the 6th November, in the Ottley
Hall. A happy item was the “Unification of Lanka.”
Miss S. Namasivayam attired in a silver-bordered
bottle-green saree and wearing a crown symbolic of
the various faiths represented Mother Lanka. As she
sat on a raised throne, the devotees of the various
religions paid their homage, each in his own way.
Mother Lanka, who wore a serious air ‘has a silent
smile’ at the blending of the letters that go to make
up the words, Sinhalese and Tamils, each letter of
which was carried by a devotee.

The patron, Mr. A. T. Vethaparanam, and the chief
guest, Mr. C. Coomaraswamy, the District Judge,
Jaffna, were garlanded and Mrs. C. Coomaraswamy was
presented with a bouquet of roses. Mas. K. Velliampalam
sang the welcome song and the annual report was
read by Mas K. Tharumaratnam. Masters K. Kailasa-
nather and R. C. Thavarajah read the Tamil and
English Papers respectively. The English Play entitled,
‘Stoker’, was then enacted.

Mr. C. Coomaraswamy, speaking as the chief
guest, paid a tribute to jaffna College referring to its
distinguished Old Boys and its hoary antiquity. He
congratulated the College on its unique distinction
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of producing the first citizen of the Island. Referring
to the Unification Tableau he said that it was a
happy idea indeed. “Unfortunately for us, we the
people of Ceylon are not a united people today,”
he said. Continuing he referred to the observations
of Mr. E. A. L. Wijeyewardene, Solicitor-General, at
Ananda College, where Mr. Wijeyewardene had stated
that they must realize that Ceylon was meant not
only for the Sinhalese but for all races. Concluding
Mr. Coomaraswamy said: “All our petty jealousies
and communal quarrels should be done away with
and the various races should unite in the march
towards the progress of the;Mother Country.”

The patron, Mr. A. T. Vethaparanam, in thanking
aim referred to him as a perfect model of a Tamil
gentleman, gifted with intellectual vigour and moral
courage, with a remarkable capacity for discerning
the truth and living the truth and whose conduct
both in public and private was worthy of the highest
admiration. He took this opportunity to congratulate
Mr. and Mrs. Coomaraswamy on their son’s splendid
success at the C. C. S. in England.

A Tamil play entitled Kunapooshany was next
staged, at the end of which Mrs. Coomaraswamy
pinned the gold and silver medals te the best actors

in the English and Tamil Plays—R. Thavarajah and
K. Velliampalam.

Muhandiram S. Candiah, Retired Superintendent
of Vernacular Education, in announcing the decision
of the judges concerning the first 3 places in the
Tamil Play expressed his sincere appreciation of the
rendering of the play and urged on the young men
to continue the musical culture which they had so
well begun. With a vote of thanks to the judges
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Mr. A. W. Nadarajah, Rev. Sydney K. Bunker,
Mr. C. Coomaraswamy, Muhandiram S. Candiah, Mrs.
C. Coomaraswamy and Mr. B. K. Somasundaram and
to the donors of the costly medals, Drs. T. Rama-
swamy, S. Subramaniam and M. Kathiravetpillai and
Mr. M. Krishner J. P., the happy function came to
a termination.

SCOUT ACTIVITIES
I-THE ROVER CREW

In the last issue of this Miscellany we pres-
ented a short report of outr work. We had started
the Crew only a short time before the pub-
lication of the last issue and therefore we were not
able to speak much of ourselves, and a passing re-
ference was made to our cycle tour to Kilinochi.
But taking into consideration our work this term,
we are able to give here a satisfactory report of
our Crew.

Early this term a second Carnival was held
in the OIld Park, Jaffna. To this we made our con-
tribution in the way of a much appreciated song.
We also helped in the general arrangements of the
evening and were solely responsible in bringing
about a successful Camp-fire.

We have had our meetings fairly regularly
under the leadership of our R. S. L., Mr. A. T.
Vethaparanam. QOur numbers rapidly increased and
therefore a new patrol had to be formed under
the leadership of R. Maheswaran. The chief feature
of our work this term was gardening; a fairly exten-
sive plot of land has been alloted to us. Fifteen of
us have shared the work among us. We are doing
our gardening under the able supervision of
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Mr. C. O. Elias, the agricultural instructor of the Coll-
ege. We are indeed grateful to him for his keen in-
terest in our work. Early next term we would be

in a position to reap the fruits of ocur labour bounti-
fully.

The Group Committee reviewed us this term,
Because of the Football practice some failed to turn
up, yvet the Committee commended our smart turn
out. It was on this occasion that a few of our
Crew were presented with warrants of Cub-masters
and assistant Cub-masters. The names of the winners
are: C. Thambyah- C. M., A. C. M. Thawfeek,
K. Chellapah and G. Selvasamy- A. C. M.s

At the welcome accorded to our new Principal
Mr. Bunker, and Mrs. Bunker, we, the Rover Crew,
along with the Scouts and Cubs, gave a guard of
honour at the Moolai junction and proceeded on as
a colourful escort right up to the College. Also at
the dinner by the staff to the Bunkers we helped
in the arrangements.

As we have been occupied right through the
term in various activities we have not had the time
for a camp. But we do hope to plan out a camp

early next term and lay out our aims more exten-
sively.

It is no exaggeration to say that no public
function at the College is complete without our help.

A. C. M. Thawfeek,

Scribe.
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II-Scour NOTES.

Duiing the third term the Troop is never able
to work as hard as it does Jduring the second. This
is due to the fact that the rainy weather sets in,
preventing the Troop from having any hikes.

The first week of this term was the Scout’s
Week, which the Trocop was not able to observe as
it did last year. The reason for this was: that the
instructions frcm the Head - quarters were not re-
ceived until too late. Still most of the Scouts spent
the week as well as possible.

The second week was spent in preparing the
items for the Grand Rally of the Scouts at the
Old Park. In spite of the fact that the Troop was
greatly handicapped in the March Past and the
signalling drill, they did well with the remaining
items. Credit should be given, especially to those
who took part in the chariot- race and in the
Red Indian Dance, for these items drew favourable
comments from the spectators.

Next after three weeks came the inspection by
the Group - Committee, which came into existence
during the latter part of the last term. This is
the first Group - Committee that has been formed
to look after the Troop. After the inspection the
Committee wished to see the Troop’s ability in march-
ing. Here again as at the March Past in Town,
the Troop was not able to put up an exactly per-
fect show. However, the Committee was fairly sat-
isfied.

When Mr. and Mrs. Bunker arrived, the Troop,
along with the Rovers, escorted them from the Moo
lai Road junction to :the College.
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Also when the Annual Prize - Giving was held,
the Troop presented a Guard of Honour for the
Honourable Sir. Wytialingam Duraiswamy.

) Some of the Scouts have now started garden-
ing and are ambitious of winning the Gardener’s
Badge. Regular meetings of the Troop are held

every Wednesday. K R v
. AJA ANIAR,

P. L. Tiger.

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR REW
CHIEF,

( An extract from the Young ldea.)

In spite of the threatening weather, the sky
was luckily bright and clear and the sun was
shining wunusually bright. Cn Monday the Ist of
November at 7-20 a. m. Rev. and Mrs. Sydney K.
Bunker were received under a specially erected,

pandal at the Moolai road junction by a_large
gathering of students and the public. The Moolai

road junction was like a fairy garden for some
minutes. When they got down from the car, two
young lads in national costume, representing the
Youths’ United Club of Moolai, garlanded Rev. and
Mrs. Bunker. They also gave Mrs. Bunker a per-
manent ‘chendu’ as a token of remembrance. To
the accompaniment of glorious oriental music, Rev.
and Mrs. Bunker walked slowly to the beautiful
coach drawn by 3 white horses. Resounding crackers
announced to the concourse of people to move on.
Then the procession led by Rovers and Scouts of
the College slowly wended their way along the
Moolai—Vaddukoddai road and stopped at the San-

karathai junction when the ‘Mela-chama’ was
held.
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Then the procession moved on till it arrived at
the gate of Mr. Devasagayam, a member of the
College staff. A beautiful ‘Kuthuvilaku’ (brass lamp
standard) lit with floating wicks and a ‘Niraikudam’
(full pot) had been given a prominent place at the
gate of Mr. Devasagayam. The Bunkers were gar-
landed by Miss Devasagayam and Master Devasa-
gayam. Then the procession moved on to the Prin-
cipal’'s bungalow where they were entertained to tea
by Mr. & Mrs. E. C. Lockwood, at which the
teachers were introduced to them. This was followed
by an assembly in the Ottley Hall at 1020 a. m.
On the platform Rev. and Mrs. Sydney K. Bunker
were garlanded by Mas. S. Ponnampalam and Mas
K. Chelvanayagam respectively, Mas. D. Thurairat-
nam garlanded Mr. E. C. Lockwood. A beautiful
bouquet of pink carnations was presented to Mrs.
Bunker and a ‘chendu’ was given to Mrs. Lockwood-
After the service, Mr. E. C. Lockwood in a short
speech introduced Rev. Sydney K. Bunker who ad-
dressed the assembly. The dinner given by the Qld
Boys in London, the welcome accorded to him at
the Jetty and the subsequent Tea Party at Colombo,
where the Old Boys assembled to greet him, capped
now by the warm reception by the present students
of Jaffna College were all factors which appealed to
him very much. In appreciation of the grand recep-
tion accorded to him and Mrs. Bunker, he declared
the day a holiday. Then Mr. E. C. Lockwood very
felicitously reminded the students that the following
day (the Dipavali day) too was a holiday. Glorious
and impressive was the chapel on this memorable
day. The whole reception was a unique Success.

V. 5. CHANMUGAM,
Howny. Secretary,
Bunkers Reception Committee,
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II-TBEE BOARDERS, RECEPTION
TO MR. AND MRs. S. K. BUNKER.

Friday, the 5th November saw one of the
most beautiful functions that have been held recent-
ly in College. It was the occasion of a garden-party
organised by the Boarders and the respective War-
dens ot the Dormitories in honour of the newly
arrived Principal and Mrs. Bunker. The Hunt Dor-
mitory by the touch of the Boarders was suddenly
transformed into a georgeously decorated palace. The
pot palms were such that certain spots resembled
shady groves in the Elysian Garden. The staff mem-
bers were suprised that their pot-palms looked more
beautiful here in the Hunt Dormitory. than in their
homes. We think that the proper place for these
palms is the Hunt Dormitory.

At 5 p. m. this place was filled with gentle-
men in their Sunday clothes and ladies wearing
sarees In various colours.

The function was started by the cutting of the
cake by the chief guest, Mr. Bunker. As the retresh-
ments were served, the party was entertained by
the amateur musicians of Jaffna College. We are
indeed thankful to them for having entertained us
with their songs. Special mention must bte made of
Miss Sivaguru who by her song enthralled all those
present. This was the first time that we Boarders
had the opportunity of hearing her.

In the course of the Tea-Party,thesHunt Dormit-
ory Master took Mr. and Mrs. Bunker and intro-
duced the hosts to the Bunkers.

At the close of the function, Mr. Earnest Ap-
padurai, amidst applause, rose up to welcome Mr.
and Mrs. Bunker. He paid a tribute to the late
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Rev. Bicknell and said that they were all confident
that Mr. Bunker would prove a worthy successor to
our late beloved Principal.

Mr. Bunker in reply said that he did not have
enough words to express his gratitude for the warm
reception accorded to them. Mrs. Bunker also thank-
ed feelingly. The Secretary of the Reception Commit-
tee proposed a vote of thanks. The function came
to a close with three hearty cheersto Mr. and Mrs.
Bunker.

S. PARAMANATHAN,
Secy.

Boarders Bunker Reception Committee.

THE HUNT DORMITORY TUNION.

There are various Associations for different

groups of students, but the need of some such Asso-
ciation for the boarders was felt for some time,
And when our Patron, Mr. M. Rajasundaram, started
this Hunt Dormitory Union, it was most gladly and
enthusiastically welcomed by the boarders of the
Hunt Dormitory. Thic Union was reborn into the same
old world at the beginning of last term, for we are
told that some sort of “ Union’’ had been existing
in our Dormitory years ago. The-whole ot last term
perhaps was spent in laying the foundation and now
everything goes - on smoothly and in the most de-
sirable fashion. Much of this success is due to the
energetic and enthusiastic leadership of Mr. M. Ra-
jasundaram, who is the founder and patron of our
Union. As recorded in our constitution, the aim of
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our Union is to improve the general tone of the
Dormitory and to give the members a chance of
managing the affairs of the Dormitory-by themselves,
also to develop the literary and debating of the
members, and as a Union to suggest to the authorities
any improvements, either in the Boarding or in the
Dormitory. This is perhaps the first timz that the
Dormitory Union has taken up such an aim in hand
and may I add that various suggestions have been
made . to the Principal, who has been kind enough
to respond to them most beautifully.

As regards the meetings, we have been
having them very regularly on every Sunday. We
were fortunate in having Mrs. D. Lockwood and Mr.
C. 0O.Elias to come over and speak to us at our
weekly meetings, and our thanks are also due to
Mr. E. C. Lockwood, who by occasionally presenting
himself at the meetings and by his good words of
encouragement was really a source of inspiration
and help to us. Finally, let me on behalf of the
Hunt Dormitory Union, thank our new Principal
for the amount of interest that he takes in us and
in our procedure at the meetings.

A synopsis of the work that has been done
during this term is given on the next page.

J. NAVARATNAM APPADURAI,
Secy.



Date Chairman Subject Speakers
26-9 37. S. Paramanathan “War is the best means of maintaining Prop. -R. Maheswaran
World Peace” 0 { A C. M, Thawfeek
PP 1D. T. Wijayanathan
3-10 37. | N. Narendran “Little Things”. Mrs. D. TLockwood, M. A
10-10-37. | K.'Devadason “Bgs0 Quigydn WhHres FelsEw’. M. Sebaratnam
’ and
“Boar?i?x?g Life N. Narendran
17-10-37. | S. S. Kanapathipillai “Our Last Experiences at Colombo”’, Mr, C O. Elias, B. A.
24-10-37. | S. Thambiayah “Dictatorship is preferable to Democracy . Prop.—S. Kathiresu
o J. Selvaratnam
PP- 1 8. Tharmaratnam
7 11-37. | P. Nadarajah S. Navaratnathasan

*“The Present Crisis”
and

“ G manan @t ETFWD”

V. Kanapathipillai




Date Chairman Cubject Speakers
14 11-37. T. F. N Daniel ‘“Boarding Life plays a greater part in Pro {D T Wijayanathan
moulding the character of a student than P 1s. Soosaipillai
Home Life”, Opp. V Jesudhason
21-11 37. V. Jesudhason ““Tomorrow will be better than today". Prop S. Thambiayah
Opp. N. Wijasekaram
512.37. S, Paramanathen * Democracy is a Failure ” Mr, M. Rajasundaram, B. Sc,

J- NAVARATNAM APPADURAI,

Hony. Secretary. (H. D. U)

T
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“ THE ATHENIAM?Y

This is an Association formed thisterm, by
the members. of the Atheniam Dormitory under
the patronship of Mr.R. J. Thurairajah.

We were able to hold five meetings this
sextant, conducted alternatively in English and Tamil.
We are glad to record that Mrs. Bunker and Mrs.
Lockwood were also rresent at one of the meet-
ings. We had discussions in English and Tamil subjects
and also had literary papers in English and Tamil.

The members have hitherto manifested great
enthusiasm and I hope that they will keep up the
same spirit in the future too.

C. KUMARASAMY,
Hony. Secy. of “ The Atheniam.”

FAREWELL TO MR. AND MRS,
C. C. KANAPATHIPILLAI

Thursday, the 11th of August, was the occa-
sion of a well-organised farewell function to Mr. C.
C. Kanapathipilldi, Supervisor, Lower School, on the
eve of his departure on transfer to the A. C. M.
School at Tellippalai. There was a large gathering
consisting of Mr. Kanapathipillai's friends and students
among whom the “tiny tots” of the Lower School
were most conspicuous. At about 530 P.M. Mr. A,
C. Sundrampillai of the College staff took the chair.
With him on the platform were Mr. and Mrs.
Kanapathipillai.
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A welcome song was rendered by Mas. A-
Ayadurai. Mas. S. Kularatnam next read and pre-
sented an address which was a review of Mr. Ka-
napathipillai’s career and work at College. Mr. J. F.
Ponnambalam, Proctor S. C.. and an erstwhile Old
Boy of the College, was the first speaker of the day.
He referred to his days here at Jaffna College when
the Lower Department was under the careful super-
vision of the late Mr. J. N. Appadurai, and said
that Mr. Kanapathipillai had most efficiently car-
ried out the noble task handed down to him by his
illustrious predecessor.

Mas. M. Sebaratnam speaking in Tamil referred
to the time when Mr. Kanapathipillai was warden of
the Baby Boarding and looked after the little ones
under him with a .parent’s affection. Mas. A.
Navaratnam spoke of the contribution made by Mrs.
Kanapathipillai, who, he said, had spared no pains
in her endeavour to raise the standard of Oriental
Music at Vaddukoddai. At this stage a presentation
of a drawing room suite was also made on behalf
of the students. Mr. S. Nagalingam, Proctor, S. C,
represented the parents of the students un-
der the out - going head - master, and he too paid an
eloquent tribute to the indefatigable services render-
ed by Mr. Kanapathipillai in moulding the character
of the many students who had been under his care
during the most impressionable days of their lives.

The Chairman in his remarks wished his col-
league all success in his new sphere of activity.

The public meeting being over, the guests of
honour were taken in procession around the College
campus, and the function came to a close with
“three hearty cheers”, for Mr. and Mrs. Kanapathi-

pillai, at the door of their home.
T. WIJEYANTHAN,

LMC
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OUR RECENT RESULTS.
Matriculation Results.  Jume 1937.

R. Singaratnam 1st Division.

K. P. Abraham 1st "

A. Navaratnam 2nd .

K. Selvadurai " “

K. Kandasamy - “

Inter Results.  July 1937.

J. T. Chelliah Arts.

V. Thambynayagam. Science.
Clerical Resulls.

K. Ponnambalam

S. Thambyiah.

SFORTS SECTION.

REPORT OF THE PHYSICAL DEPARTMENT
FOR THE YEAR 1937.

Our achievements this year were not so good
as in the past, owing to various reasons. Many of
our outstanding athletes from whom we expected
much left us and we were faced, practically in all
games, with the difficulty of selecting the required
material to form the representative team. In my
report for the year 1936, I said that the year was
something in the nature of a transition period for
us. ] am afraid this period is still with us. I give
this not -as an excuse for our rather poor performance.

The vyear started with the usual Cricket Season,
of which we are 'riot very proud. ‘We started with
an entirely new set- of youngsters who reported in
numbers to “try “their luck in entering the First Eleven.
As “weé proceeded with our daily practice, we disco-
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vered a good number of really efficient lads, The
set of youngsters no doubt suffered bad defeats, but
we are sure, they are promising lads from whom
we expect much next year. Our thanks are due
to Mr. A. T. Vethaparanam, our Cricket coach, who
under very difficult circumstances was able to give
of his best in training our boys.

Specially during this season more than on any
other occasion, we felt the necessity of a second
team or a feeding team. Mr. E. C. Lockwood created
the enthusiasm in a group of students and in a
week or two we had a very good second team who
were good enough to give our First Team a game.
As an encouragment to these boys, matches were
arranged with the first team and I should congratulate
the second team on their many splendid performances.
I am trying my best tu make it possible for these
boys to have real experience in matches with similar
teams of other Colleges.

The Track and Field Sports team set out working
daily on the various events under the leader-ship
of a few members of the staff. Our preliminary
Meet to the Inter-Collegiate Sports Meet was held
as usual. The Athletic Committee feeling the neces-
sity for drawing more boys in this sport, decided to
hold two sports Meets: one, the usual Field Day
Sports open to all, and the other, for those who would
not represent the College in Jaffna, and the Ilatter
was to be called the Novice Meet. Both these Meets
were run very successfully. I take this opportunity
to thank the members of the staff for their Kkind
co-operation.

Our performance at the Inter—Collegiate Sports
Meet this year was not anything outstanding, Many
of our Athletes who were in training had to be
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dropped out at the last minute, owing to the intro-
duction of a new rule which required a certain
standard in studies to be shown by a student to be
allowed to represent the College in any sports. All
the points scored by Jaffna College were contributed
by Mas. V. G. George, our outstanding Athlete and
all-round sportsman. QOur congratulations to him for
his great effort to place the College in a position
not tho low on the board on that occasion.

Mas, V. G. George who was selected to repre-
sent Jaffna College at the All Ceylon Public Schools
meet, entered for two items, Pole- Vault and High
Jump. He came out first in both these events. His
success was due to his careful practice on these events
daily. A report of his performance at this Meet
appears elsewhere on this issue. Our thanks are
due to the authorities of the College who gave him
and us the necessary backing.

The Football Season started well with Mas.
V. G. George as captain and Mr. S, T. Jeevaratnam
as coach. We were once again faced with the difficulty
of selecting a team. It was really a job for the
coach to trv at least a dozen lads for a position
Practice matches came to our rescue and after a
few games with outside teams we finally selected
a team which we expected to win outright all the
fiv> matches at the competition. The failure of our
team on the first two games made us open our
eyes once again, for we were sure we had good
material, but something had gone wrong somewhere.
With a few more changes of positions our team
showed definite superiority over the other three teams
we met and defeated all of them. OQOur forwards of
whom much has been said in the papers deserve

special mention for their splendid team work. Our
grateful thanks are due to Mr. S, T. Jeevaratnam



MAS. V. G. GEORGE,
High Jump Record Holder and Champion Pole Vaulter,
All-Ceylon Public School« Championship Meet» 1937.
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for the efficient manner in which he coached the
Football team and to other members of the staff
for standing by the team through thick and thin
and spurring them on to victory. My thanks are
also due to a number of Old Boys who were kind

enough tu bring in teams to give our boys real
practice.

A second team in Football was also formed
and a match against St. John’s College was fixed
up, but had to be postponed owing to bad weather.
We hope to make Inter-Collegiate matches for second
teams one of our regular annual features.

The internal activities of the Department go
on as usual. Inter-House matches continue to arouse
the same keen interest. At the Annual Prize Giving
held in November the following prizes were awarded :

CREST WINNERS

Ciricket, Football. Track & Field Sports-
Arianayagam R, George V. G Navaratnam R. S.
Sittampalam T. Ganeson R. George V. G.

Mahalingam K.
Mahesvaran R. Abraham T.
Selvaratnam V.

Ganeson R. Victor Williams.

Ganeshadas C. Rajanayagam S.
Murugesu V.

George V. G. Kanapathipillai S.

CRICKET PRIZES

Batting Prize Abraham T.
Bowling Prize Rajanayagam S.
Fielding Prize Mahesvaran R.
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All Round Prize | Rajanayagam
Special Prize for century Abraham T.
Special Prize for over fifty Abraham T.

Sittampalam T.
Special Prize donated by

C. B. Wadsworth Ganeson R.

Gold medal presented to T. Abraham by Messrs.
E. J. Jeyarajah, R. T. Chelliah, L. C. Williams, R.
T. Chelliah, R. C. S. Cooke and Lyman S. Kula-

thungam for a magnificent performance at the St.
Patrick’s match, putting up a score of 103 runs.

Tvack and Field Sports

Intermediate Championship at the Inter - Collegiate
Sports Meet —_ - V. G. Gecrge.

College cup to Mas. V. G. George for out-
standing achievement at the All-Ceylon Public Schools
Championship Meet 1937.

Allround cup to Hitchcock House.

JAFYFFNA COLLEGE AT THE ALL

CEYLON PUBLIC SCHOOLS CHAMPION-
SHIP MEET,

The above Meet was held in Colombo on the
8th and 9th of October on the Public Grounds. On

the first day the programme started at 2. 30 p. m.
and it being a Friday there was not much ofa
crowd. On the second day there was a large gather-
ing, amidst which I was able to mark out a good
number of Jaffnese who had come out to see the
Jaffna school boys perform. On the whole, the Meet
was a success, The officials were up to the mark
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as they were the best available in Ceylon. The
keen interest taken by Sir Sidney Abrahams drew
the attention of most of us present there.

This Meet finds a place in the College diary
with special note. Mas. V. G. George, the sole re-
presentative of Jaffna College, has not only earned
a name for himself, but has brought a name for
Jaffna College and thus places her among the lea-
ding Colleges in Ceylon in the field of sports. The
“Onlooker” in The Ceylon Observer said, “V.G. George
1s not only a credit t> the Jaffna Schools and his
own College, but to the whole of Ceylon”.

George’s first place in Pole Vault was an easy
victory over the many who took part in this event.
For the first time he cleared 10 feet 2% inches in
perfect style and ease. His attempt to break the
existing record was unsuccessful, but has left be-
hind an impression that he is in to be classed among
the best vaulters in Ceylon. George cleared 10 ft,
23 in., which was only about 4 in. less than Leem-
biuggen’s winning jump at the Ceylon A. A. A.
Championship Meet.

Th> event that created a lot of interest at this
year's Meet was iigh Jump, where we had the
pleasure of seeing three of the future high jumpers
perform. The bar was set at 5 feet and all compet-
itors except George took a trial. George chose to
start at 5 feet 2 in. George adopted two years
back, the Eastern style of jumping, which today is
considered the best style, and ever since he has shown
a definite improvement. George was left an easy
first at a height of 5 feet 8 in. The bar was then
set at 5feet 93 in. and on the first attempt he clear-
ed it in perfect form creating a new record, The

7
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bar was raised to 5 feet 102 in. and to the aston-
ishment of all he cleared it going inches over. The
officials, who were at this stage anxious to see an-
other six footer, raised the bar to a height of 6 ft-
1 in. The first two jumps were done in good style

and he just missed it by a hair breadth.

Thus George cleared 5 ft. 103 in. creating a
new record for the All-Ceylon Public School boys
and at the same time breaking the existing English
Public Schools record in this event.

It will be interesting to note that George hap-
pens to be the first school-boy in Ceylon to break
an English Public Schools record in any sports.
Critics are of opinion that George could be as easily
placed among the best High jumpers of Ceylon and
that he will very soon create a new record
for Ceylon, if he will pay special attention to
the details of the style he adopts. Looking back at
his progress in this event for the last four years, I
am convinced that he will ere long satisfy the am-
bition of many of us to see him as the  Champion
High - Jumper of Ceylon.

We extend our heartiest congratulations to
George on his splendid performance and wish him
all success in his future performances in the field
of sports.

R.J. THURAIRAJAH,
Physical Director.
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SPORTS

RoLL OoF HONOUR

{Being a list of those who featured in Championship Teams and
contributed towards winning that Championship)

1934. | 1934. 1935,

1932. | 1933.
NAMES ~ CRIC- } CRIC-| FOOT-
TRACK|TRACK KET | KET | BALL

U. Rajadurai

E, Nalliah

P. Manickavasagar
‘W. Rajakone

T, Thalayasingam
V. Navasivayagam
P. Jeyaratnam

M. Somasundram

. Anandacumarasamy
R. Rajendra

S. Chelliah
Nadarajah

. Karthigesapillai
C. W. Thurairatnam
ifiam Hunt
Senthunathan
Brodie

, Muttucumaru

. Thurairajah

. Sabaratnam

C. T. Rajanayagam
Narayanasamy
Marcandu
Kanagarayar

. Somalingam
Gnanapragasam
A. Asirvatham
G. George
Victor Jesudasan

S. Subramaniam

V. C. Parinpanayagam
S. Beadle

S. Sivagnanam
George Yvarts
Victor Williams

. Sivagnanam
Sittampalam
Ganeshadas
Sivarajah

S. B. Devan

. Mahalingam

. Kengaratnam

T. Muttucumaru
Niles
Babaratnam

He<
LR

L]

LR R R R R Y R VIV Y]
MM MR

SPORPZHOZERRTUHEZEO

LI I B B S

Mo MMM
MK

ROBO®
L]
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1935. 1936.

NAMES FOOT- | CRIC.

BALL | KET
S. Rajanayagam bq
R. Ganason X
S. Kanapathipillai X
V. Murugesu X

William Hunt
V. G. George
Victor Williams
Sittampalam
Ganeshadas

. Rajanayagam
Ganeson

. Arianayagam
. Mahesvaran
Abraham

HEPTRnO®N

EE R I
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LIST OF CREST WINNERS,

CRICKET

FOOTBALL

TRACK

1930,

1931.

T. Pathmanathan
K. R. Navaratnam
T. Thalayasingam
S, K. Sabaratnam

1932

P. R. Rajendra
C. N. Alexander
K. Rajaratnam
J. S. Ariaratnam
1933.

W. Rajakone

C C W. Thurairatnam

A, Edwards
1934,

V. C. Parinpanayagam
W. T Hunt

S. Beadle

T. Senthunathan

P, Brodie

G. Evarts

Victor Williams

M. Muttucumaru

S, Sivagnanam

1935

§. Rajanayagam
“T. Abraham

K. 8. Singaratnam
K. Rajaratnam
David Reuban
P. K. Wesley

W. Ratnam
P. Manikavasagar
T. Thalayasingam

K. R. Navaratnam
C. C. W. Thurairatnam,
W. T. Hunt

S. Ponniah

Ganeshadas
S. Sittampalam
S. Arumanayagam

Kanagaratnam
Brodie

Beadle

S. Chelliah
Sivarajah

S. B Devan

R. J. ThuraiRajah

U. Rajadurai

G. C. T.Rajanayagam
W. T. Hunt
P. Brodie

[T. Thalayasingam

<OT<IOR

. T, Muttucumaru
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LIST OF CREST WINNERS ((Centd)
CRICKET FOOTBALL TRACK
1936. 1936 1936
R. Arianayagam IR. Ganeson R. S. Navaratnam
T. Sittampalam K. Mahalingam V. G. George
R. Mahesvaran T. Abraham
R. Ganeson V. Selvaratnam e
C. Ganeshadas Victor Williams
V. G, George . Rajanayagam

S

V. Murugesu

IS. XKanapathipillai
V. G. George
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REPORT OF THE TEACHERS’ ROUND
TABLE

The period under review, since our last re-
port in the Miscellany, has been, if I may so call
it, one of Ingathering and of Thankoffering. Under
Ingathering, I will place our receptions to Mr. K.
A. Sellish when he came back to us on holiday
from further studies in England, and to Mr. S. H.
Parinbanayagam when he returned to us from his
delegation to the World Teachers’ Conference held
in Tokyo, and our dinner to Rev. and Mrs. Bunker
when they arrived among us. Cur dinner to Mr.

fmd Mrs. Lockwood is what I call our Thankoffer-
ing.

Mr. K. S. Selliah, who is at present prosecuting
his studies further in England, was home on leave
in August. We entertained him to tea on August
I18th and he spoke to us about his first impres-
sions of England and of English character. This re-
ception was very much of the nature of a happy
family reunion, as was also our reception to Mr.
Perinbanayagam.

Mr. Perinbanayagam came back to us in Sep-
tember from the Tokyo World Teachers’ Conference
to which he had gone as a delegate from the N. P.
T. A. We entertained him to tea on the 28th Sep-
tember, and he came in loaded with a lot of information
and many souvenirs. His talk, about his ‘impres-
sions of Japan’ was interesting and irnformative
and well-illustrated with pictures and magazines and
even with quaint tea-pots. He told us of the Noh
Drama, the Tea ceremony. and the Flower arrange-
ment, which seem to hold a high place in Japanese
life.
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Mr. and Mrs. Bunker arrived here among uS
on the 2nd of November, the former to assume du-
ties as Principal. We sent our President, Mr. A. C.
Sundrampillai, to receive them at the station, for the
staff. And on November 4, we had them and Mr.
and Mrs. Lockwood to dinner. The dinner served a two
fold purpose, as a receptior to Rev. and Mrs. Bunker
and as an appreciation of the services of Mr. and
Mrs. Lockwood, during Mr. Lockwood’s acting prin-
cipalship. Mr. M. I. Thomas and Mr. C. R. Wads-
‘worth spoke for the staff and welcomed Mr. and
Mrs. Bunker and thanked Mr. and Mrs. Lockwood.
‘Mr. Lockwood, in his speech, thanked the staff for
their co-operation during his regime; and Mr. Bun-
‘ker told us how glad he was that there was al-
ready in existence here such a body as the Round
Table where the Principal and all the teachers could
‘meet together as members and discuss various sub-
jects academic and other, but all of educational
value,

C. A. GNANASEGARAM,
Secretary.
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WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

By WELCH T. W. KUNASINGAM
Vth A.
(Reproduced from the “Young Idea”)
(A - delighifu! arlicle—FEd. Y. I.)

“A snake”’! rings out some frightful voice, and
the thoughts that simultaneously arise in the
minds of many are always associated with poison
and death, whether the wriggling reptile be but a
poor rat-snake or the dreaded rattle snake. There
are few who on such occasions hold their presence
of mind and thinking of naught but the snake alone
snatch up whatever rod lies within their reach and
stike a frue stroke.

If a snake is found, as it was found the other
day in the Teachers’ Rest Room, coiled snugly in a
room which is not meant to be a snake hole or a
zoo, what impulses are set free in the minds of
the many who discover it! The more timid of the
number might take a long run without ever glan-
cing back to see how the sleeper fares. Another
may find his vocal chords grow suddenly stong and
may utter emotional shrieks. The inquisitive gentle-
man may aim a stone at it just to see it ‘‘take a photo”
—as we say in Tamil. And a fourth, more bold than
the rest might strike the reptile on the tail. for
there he has heard lies hidden the secret of the cre-
ture’s existence.

If “Mr. Wordsworth,” the poet, did ever chance
to witness such a sight what would he have done?
Though quaking with fear he would have ‘given the
creature a soul.” He would have addressed it in
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the human tongue and would have divined the thoughts
of the unfortunate reptile. And finally he would sit
down to write a long and monotonous poem on it
and finding himself in a quandary while trying to
name his poem would have called it “Lines,” for
want of a more suitable title.

What would a lecturer in Mathematics have
done? “Let A. B. be the snake 12 ins. long and C.
D. a straight rod 12 ft. long,” he would say. “Re-
quired to place C. D. on A. B. so as to bisect it.”
And then standing full 12 ft. away would with ma-
thematical accuracy “‘do the construction” and final-
ly would in satisfaction perhaps utter “Yes! Very
Good. Q. E. D.”

And the ‘Ideal Scout’ finding the poor snake
bisected would true to the Scout law “be kind to
the animal.” He would render it “first aid” and alas!
kill the poor creature in the experiment.

This is how different people would look at
the matter but what would you say, if one cold
rainy night you should find a snake coiling itself
round your warm leg while you sit, gazing at your
book with your thoughts far away at “Home sweet
home,” in the crowded study hall of the Jaffna College
boarding?

What would you say?
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OLD BOYS' SECTION

WELCOME TO REV. & MRS. BUNKER BY THE

CoroMBO OLp Boys.

The Rev. Sydney Kittridge Bunker B. A, B.D.,
B. Litt, (Oxon), Ph. D., who is appointed Princip-
al Jaffna College, in succession to the late Rev.
John Bicknell, arrived in Colombo on Saturday
the 30th October 1937 at 7. a. m. accompanied by
his wife, They were met on board the s. s. Orcades
by Mr. E. C. Lockwood, Acting Principal, Mr. K.
Kanagaratnam, the active Vice-President of the
Colombo Association, Mas. Balasingham Kanaga-
ratnam, Miss Kamalambihai Kanagaratnam, Mr. M.
Ramalingam, the Secretary. Messers J. V. Chelliah,
M. M. A. Raheem, S. Rajanayagam and Mr. C.Thurai-
samy, the Ex-Assistant Post Master, Vaddukoddai.

Representatives of the Times of Ceylon and
the Ceylon Observer photographed Rev. & Mrs.
Bunker on board the ship. “From what I have read
of education in Ceylon it seems imperative that
Ceylon should have her own University developing
an educational system which fits one for life in
Ceylon” said Rev. Bunker to the press represent-
atives. “Education modelled to suit the country will
not produce unemployable graduates”, he added ‘“but
will stimulate the intellectual life of the Island.
Chcose the right type of education and the Univer-
sity will justify itself.” (His motto, like His Excell-
ency the Governor’s will be “Hemin! Hemin! ”) “We
will have to wait and work it out as we go along.
Conditions are changed and institutions have to
change to keep pace. I mean to hold up new sch-
emes until I see what the position is. I have heard
that Jaffna has. made a .distinct contribution to the
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life of the Island. Although I have decided to go
slow with changes I want to see Jaffna College
continue to give men the best training for a well-
rqunded life. T am aware that tremendous responsi-
l?llities are being placed on me and I hope to
live up to the possibilities that lie in it.”

The Bunkers were received at the lower jetty
by representative gathering of Old Boys resident
in Colombo. On behalf of the Colombo Old Boys’
‘Association, Mr, D. S. Seevaratnam garlanded Rev.
Bunker and little Miss Kamalambikai Kanagaratnam
presented a Chendu to Mrs. Bunker. Let me place
on record my sincere thanks to Mr. K. Kana-
garatnam and particularly Mr. D. S. Seevaratnam
for having lent their cars for the use of the Acting
Principal and Rev. Bunker during their short stay
in Colombo.

The Bunkers were accorded a warm welcome
at the Annual Tea by the Acting Principal and
Mrs. Lockwood to the Jaffna College Old Boys’
Association (Colombo Branch) at the Central Y. M.
C. A. Colombo the same evening at 4.30. p. m.
Mrs. Lockwood was unavoidably prevented from
being present at the party. Refreshments were lav-
ishly served. My sincere thanks are due to Mr.
W. M. S. Kingsbury, the Restaurant Manager of
the Y. M. C. A, also an Old Boy of the College
for the excellent catering.

~ Mr. Lockwood said that at the last examin-
ation Jaffna College had produced very good results.
In the  field of sports one of the students, V. G.
George, at the All-Ceylon Sports Meet, had carried
away two -first prizes for - the pole -vault and the
high jump. He had established -a record better than
any English school-boy’s irecord. Among the many
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record-breakers, Mr. Lockwood added, was Sir Waiti-
lingam Duraiswamy, the Speaker of the State Coun-
cil. They were all looking forward to the new
regime of Mr. Bunker, which would have the co-
operation of the Old Boys, the students and the staff,
as a turning point in the history of Jaffna College.’
He extended a hearty welcome to the new Principal
of the College and to Mrs. Bunker.

Sir Waitialingam Duraiswamy in welcoming Rev.
and Mrs. Bunker assured the new Principal that he
would receive the cordial co-operation of all who
were interested in the progress of Jaffna College,
He expressed the fervent hope that under Rev. Bun-
ker's regime the College would improve and that
Rev. Bunker would leave behind a record of work
that would live for ever in the memories of the
College.

Mr. K. Balasingam said that they were proud
that Jaffna College was to have a Principal who
was anxious to follow in the footsteps of his great
predecessors. He too expressed the hope that Rev.
Bunker would make the College a centre of scholar-
ship and culture as it was in the past.

Rev. Bunker then addressed the gathering and
thanked the Old Boys for coming out to greet Mrs.
Bunker and himself in that happy fashion. He said
he had no ready programme for the College be-
cause he had first to see what the situation was.
One thing he would like to say was that they must
go slow in making changes. He had read the his-
tory of the Batticotta Seminary and College and it
was with a sense of humility that he came to take
up the Principalship of the institution which had
such a splendid history. “I realise and I am sure.
you realise that we are in changing times, and
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therefore, it is probable — indeed- it is certain — that
changes will have to be made. I am sure life in
Ceylon is changing, evea as it is changing in Ame-
rica, in Europe, all over the world, It is changing
fast and so we have got to make changes. I want
to give you what my idea of running a College is.
It is not a dictatorship in which one man or two or
three men decide the policy and expect others simply to
fall in line and carry on. That is sometimes ap-
parently the most efficient way. But what kind of
results does it get when men are not brought up to
think for themselves and live their own lives! I
would rather see a life led efficiently but more
deeply and with a greater understanding of the pos-
sibilities in life.

Mr. P. Sathasivam expressed the thanks of the
gathering for the hospitality of Mr. Lockwood.

Mr. J. V. Chelliah next offered a few remarks
commenting on the “mella, melia” maxim of Rev.

Bunker.
The Party broke up at 7 p. m.
M. RAMALINGAM,

Hony. Secy. J. C. O, B. A,
Colombo Branch.

THE OLD BOYS ANNUAL REUNION

1937

The Old Boys’ Day has always been a regular
event every year when Old Boys foregathered to
spend a whole day at the College. This day was
celebrated this year on the 14th of August.
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The celebrations began at 7.30 a. m. with a
cricket match between the Old Boys and present
boys and ended in a victory to the former.

At 1230 p. m. eighty two Old Boys -and the
Acting Principal had lunch at the College dining
hall.

At 2 p. m. singing and elocution contests were
conducted for the present boys at the Ottley Hall
and prizes were awarded. Mr. J. V. Chelliah, the retired
Acting Principal of the College, presided over these
contests. The following were awarded prizes:—

English Declamation and Oration :

Group I
Mas. A. Ratnasingam—First Prize.
Mas. Mahendram—~Second Prize.
Mas. Devasundram—Third Prize.
Group II.
Mas. R. Devarajah—First Prize.
Mas. Sivasubramaniam—Second Prize.
Group III
Mas. Ernest Appadurai—First Prize.
Mas. T. Vijayanathan—Second Prize.
Mas. J. F. N. Daniel —Third Prize.
Thamil Declamation and Oration:—
Group I,
Mas. R. Kugarajah —First Prize.
Mas. P. Gnanasundram—Second Prize.

Group IL
Mas. Edwin Rajah —  First Prize
Mas. K. Rasiah — Second Prize
Group IIL. '

Mas. M. Sebaratnam— First Prize
Mas. Rajawanniar — Second Prize
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Thamil Singing:—

Miss P. Kanapathipillai— First Prize
Miss P. Elias — Second Prize

Our thanks are due to Dr. C. T. Chelliah,
Messrs. T. C. Rajaratnam, K. Subramaniam, E. J.
Jeyarajah and S. Vinayagamoorthy tfor liberally con-
tributing towards the prizes. The declamations and
orations in both English and Thamil, and the Thamil
singing reached a high standard.

This was followed by the business meeting presid-
ed over by the Acting Principal, Mr. E. C. Lockwood.
The following resolution was moved by Mr. J. V. Chell-
iah and was passed solemnly, all members standing:-

“That we the members of the Jaffna College
Old Boys’ Association wish to place on record our
profound regret at the untimely death of the Rev. John
Bicknell, and express our heartfelt condolence to
the bereaved, especially to Mrs. John Bicknell and
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Bicknell.”

The following were elected office-bearers for
the ensuing year:

Fresident : The Principal (ex-officio)
Vice-Presidenfs : K. Balasingam, Esq.

J. V. Chelliah, Esg.

K. Kanagaratnam, Esq.

T. Buell, Esq.
Secretary : B. K. Somasundram, Esq.
Treasurer : R, C. S. Cooke, Esq.
Auditors : J. F. Ponnampalam, Esq.

E. J. Jeyarajah, Esq,
Additional Members of the Executive Committee
I. P. Thurairatnam, Esq.
A. C. Sundrampillai, Esq.
Rev. S. Kulandran
A. W. Nadarajah, Esqg.
The following resolutions were passed :
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1. That the Jaffna College Old Boys’' Association
agrees with the sentiment expressed by the Exe-
cutive Committee of the Jaffna College Y. M. C. A.
as regards the Y. M. C. A. Buildings and requests
the Board of Directors, the Building Committee and
the Principal to sympathise with their request.

2. That this Association recommends to the
Board of Directors that they so amend the consti-
tution of the Board as to include two representatives
duly elected by the Old Boys’ Association.

After the business meeting the Acting Princi-
pal was “At Home” to the Old Boys. The Football
match which was fixed for 5 p. m. had to be can-
celled owing to want of time.

At 6.30 p. m. a short but soul stirring thanks-
giving service was conducted by Rev. S. Selvaratnam
at the Church.

This was followed by the dinner at 7.30 p. m.
on the lawn in front of the Y. M. C. A. building.
Covers were laid for ninety. M. K. T. Sandys, Esq.,
the Government Agent, Northern Province, Dr. Wm.
J. Jameson, Director, Green Hospital, Manipay,
A. Cumarasamy, Esq. Principal, Jaffna Hindu College,
were among the guests of the evening.

The following toasts were pledged :
Loyal Toasts

The College M. K. T. Sandys, Esq.
Reply The Acting Principal.

The Guests B. K. Somasundram, Esq.’
Reply A. C. Nadarajah, Esq.
Sister Associations A. W, Nadarajah, Esq.
Reply A. Cumarasamy, Esq.

Old Boys' Association Dr. Wm. J. Jameson

Reply S. R. Kanaganayagam, Esq.

8
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"The celebrations came to an end at eleven p. m.
with the singing of the College song at the close

of the dinner.
B. K. Somasundram.

Hony. Secy. J. C. O. B.-A.

THE J. C. O. B. A. SECRETARY'S ANNOUNCEMENTS.

1. The members of the Old Boys’ Association
are kindly requested to send in their annual mem-
bership fee of Re. 1. before 1st April, 1938.

2. The Jaffna College Miscellany will be sent
to the Old Boys who wish to get a Copy of it
Rs. 150 will be charged per copy, kindly inform
The Manager, The Jaffna College Miscellany, if you
wish to get a copy of it.

3. The name of “The Bicknell Jubilee Fund,”
is now altered to “The Bicknell Fund”. This fund
is expected tu be closed in July 1938. Those Old
Boys who bave not yet contributed to this fund are

kindly requested to do so as early as possible.

4. December 17th is the first anniversary of

Rev. John Bicknell’'s death. The office-bearers of the

Old Boys' Association will lay a wreath at the grave

on that day. As many Old Boys as possible are re-

quested to join them. Wreaths from the Old Boys

will be welcome. The time will be announced in the
‘Morning Star’.

B. K. Somasundram,
Hony. Secy. J. C. O, B. A.



Df. W. S. RATNAVALE
Rotimi Medical Sttpfriniendtnl, Gtmral Hospital, Colombo.

(A Distinguished Old Boy).
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OLD BOYS' NEWS.
Gathered by Alumnus.
GENERAL

—Mr. S. Alalasundaram, Advocate, Chilaw, acted
as the District Judge of Batticaloa for sometime re-
cently.

—Mr. S. Gunaratnam has joined the staff of
Richmond College, Galle.

—Dr. J. M. Somasundaram has assumed duties
as the Provincial Surgeon of the Eastern Province.
~Mr. J. C. Arulampalam, Excise Inspector, Wad-

duwa, has been transferred as Officer - in - Charge at
Chilaw.

—Mr. N. R. Balasingham has passed the examin-
ation of the Royal Sanitary Institute, and has been
stationed as Sanitary Inspector at Hettipola, Kurne-
galle.

Dr. K. Nadarajah of the Ceylon Medical De-
partment has proceeded to England for higher stu-
dies.

—Mr. S. Ariathurai has also proceeded to Eng-
land for prosecuting his studies in Science.

—Mr. K. Sivanandham has joined the Sanitary
Department as a Learner and is undergoing train-
ing.

—Mr. V. C. Kathiravelu has been elected the
President of the Village Committee of Vaddukoddai.

~—Mr. R. N. Sinniah, Officer in Charge of the
Experimental Farm Station at Tinnavely, Jaffna, has
been appointed Maniagar of the Valigamam West
Division.

--Mr. S. P. Rajaratnam, of thelstaff of the Ma-

nipay Memorial English School, has been appointed
as its Headmaster.
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—Messrs. C. R. Ratnasingham (of the staff of our
Affiliated School at Tellippallai) and A. Aruliah have
been selected as candiadates for training at the
Government Training College, Colombo. They will go
into training from January of next year and will
spend two years at the Training Collegs.

—Mr. V. Arasaratnam of the Colonial Store keep-
er's Department has passed Class II Clerical Examina-
tion.

—Messrs. T. Monaguru and D. A. A. Rajamanickam
of the Income Tax, Department have also passed
Class II Clerical Examination.

—Mr. P. J. Thambiratnam of the Government
Electrical Department has passed the first efficiency
bar examination.

—Mr. K. Thillainathan of the Income Tax Office
has passed the second efficiency bar examination.

—Mr. A. Mathiaparanam, B. A., has joined the
staff of a school at Matale.

EXAMINATION SUCCESSES.

Our heartiest congratulations to the following
Old Boys on their success in their respective examin-

ations:
LoNDON UNIVERSITY B. A., HONOURS.
Mr, A. E. Rajaratnam Hist. Branch IInd Class.
Mr. S. Jayaveerasingham Hist. Branch IIIrd

Class.
B. A., GENERAL.

Mr. F. W. C. Saverimuttu.

B. Sc.,
Mr. M. Rajasundaram: (General IInd Class Hon-

ours.)
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Mr. C. Kumaradasan: (General)

Mr. B. K. Somasundaram: (General)

Mr. N. Ganapathipillai: (General)

Mr. T. V. Thambu: (Special, Mathematics)
Mr. P. Tharmalingam (Special, Chemistry.)

INTER ARTS.
Mr. G. J. Sabapathipiliai
INTER - SCIENCE
Mr. T. V. Kanagasabai
Mr, K. Sellathurai
Mr. K. Theagarajah (Referred in Physics.)

CEYLON LAwW COLLEGE.
Advocates’ Second

Mr. S.S. Ariaratnam
Mr. Nambi Kooyat.

Proctors’ Firsi.

Mr. K. Velauthan
Mr. S.S. Nambikai
Mr. G. J. Sabapathippillai.

Proctors’ Second.

Mr. K. R. Navaratnam
» C. D. Singaratnam
5, S. V. Somasundram
V. E. Vaitilingam

Ceylon Government Clerical Third Class.

Mr. A. Pathmanathan

» A. Kulasingham

» Sivanandha Iyer

s, S, Thirunavatkarusu

» S. R. Navaratnam

., S. Tissaveerasinghe.
(Lower Division) K. E. Thambirajah
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REQUIESCAT IN PACE

—Mr. Edward Mather, J. P, died on the 22nd
October, 1937.

—Mr. A. E. Clough, j. P., died on the 28th
October, 1937.

—Mr. E. Aruliah died on the 20th September,
1937.

~—Mr. K. Arunasalam died on the 20th September,
1937.

‘WEDDINGS.

Our felicitations to the following newly wed-
ded couples.
—Mr. Earnest B. Anketell and Miss Thapomany
Somasundram .
—Mr. E. C. Navaratnasingham and Miss Regina
Soranam Pedrupillai.
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EDITORIAL NOTES (Continued

LaDYy ABRAHAMS AND THE KING'S ENGLISH

“Shakespeare spelt his own name in five differ-
ent ways, each one of them correct’”” says Have-
lock Ellis; and George Bernard Shaw, who claims
to speak and write perfect Irish—the Irish used by
Edmund, Burke and Jonathan Swift—and who is Eng-
land’s most recent ‘Nobzl Laureate,’ has taken many
liberties with the King’s English. He has given short
shrift to such time honoured conventions asthe full
stop after abbreviations like Mr. Mrs. etc, and the
apostrophe in words like don’t and can’t. To them
he attaches only an antiquarian value that can be
well ignored.

Many of the rules of grammar., that the pre-
sent writer learned at school, are already obsolete.
The English language has grown within the memory
of living man—wherever it has gone it has adapted
itself to the living needs of the people. In America
it has become almost a different language so much
so that H. L. Mencken predicts that, before long,
American will usurp the place now held by English
and English will become a dialect of American. In
‘England itself, there are diversities of iidiom and
vocabulary between different parts of the country.
Therefore, to expect or to desire that people in Cey-
lon, to whom English is after all an alien tongue,
imposed upon. them by political events and economic
considerations, should follow the model set by the
people of the South of England, is somewhat un-
reasonable. To learn anything well is desirable.
But to make a fad of anything is an unwholesome
attitude. It is our belief that this insistence on be:-
ter English, nay perfect English, (if there be such
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a thing) is an intellectual error due to a lack of
sane educational values. No doubt, every teacher of
English should in the class room insist on correct-
ness and frown on slipshod work. We are not plead-
ing that carelessness in English should either be en-
couraged or tolerated in schools. But in the work-a-
day life, to make much of a slip in pronunciation
or a peccadillo in grammar reveals an immature
mind. Furthermore, with the majority of people who
use two languages with almost equal frequency, it
is inevitable that the idiom of one creeps unconsci-
ously into the other, often with ridiculous conse-
quences. But that cannot be wholly prevented as
long as our speech and thinking are bilingual. Then
there are practical difficulties encountered by all who
try to express the ideas indigenous to their soil in
an idiom which is strange to them and which has
no equivalents for the indigenous terms. To take
one example from the Tamil language, there are
to our knowledge four words-each denoting a dif-
ferent stage—to convey the idea signified by the
English word, ‘fruit’—Jgs# denoting the early and
tender stages, s1¢ denoting the next stage near to
ripeness. @swe o denoting the next stage near to
full ripeness, wwse the fully ripe condition. There is
also the adjectival form @ pp& denoting in most
cases a stage prior to GeFauywm,

We do not know whether expressions like
mango-fruit and jak-fruit are included in the offend-
ing category of Ceylonisms. Whether they are or
not, whoever criticises the Ceylon boy for using such
expressions must bear in mind that he is only try-
ing to be specific and precise in his speech. When he
says mango-fruit, he means the fully ripe one, ready
to be eaten. We wonder why in the interests of a
purposeless purism the boy who uses such an ex-
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pression should be penalised, whan even people with
better command of the English language find it
hard to translate into intelligible English the nuances
of their own mother tongue. Many of the so-called
Ceylonisms have their grounding insuch psychologi-
cal conflicts natural to a mind torn between two
idioms of thought and speech. We are not defend-
ing a wholesale disregard of idiomatic English. We
are only pleading for a little sanity from those who
insist that the English spoken and written in Ceylon
should not deviate even a jot or little from the pattern
set by the products of English Universities.

SIrR J. C. Bosg, F. R. S.

The intellectual world is to-day the poorer by
the passing away of Sir J. C. Bose. It is one of
the incidents inherent in political subordination, that
even Literary and Scientific geniuses find it hard to
come by their own if they belong to a subject-nation.
Therefore, that Sir Jagadish Chander Bose attained
a world-wide recognition and was among the fore-
most of living scientists is clear proof of his out-
standing abilities. His contribution to the thought—life
of the nations lay in demonstrating that even plants
are endowed with life in the same sense as animals
and that they too possess a nervous system similar
in kind to that of animals, and susceptible to elec-
tric and other shocks. It is said that when he
gave demonstrations of his conclusions before some Wes-
tern audiences and actually showed the pain and
shrinking displayed by plants when they were elec-
trocuted, the ladies present in the hall screamed with
horror. But it must be said that his conclusions
have not yet been fully admitted by some



124

at least of the scientists of the West. Some of his
opponents maintained that oneness of all life —includ-
ing vegetable life — is a cardinal postulate of In-
dian philosophic speculation and Dr. Bose’s mind,
warped by the philosophic doctrines of his nation,
was already predisposed in favour of his conclusions
and did finally find what he was looking forward
to find in plant life. That even those severest in
self-criticism sometimes slip into the -error of ob-
jectifying their subjective predelections is not to be
denied. But these critics of Dr. Bose should not
forget that the evolutionary doctrine now holding
sway in the West itself not very different from the
Indian doctrine that is supposed to have warped the
mind of this scientist. Evolution itself postulates the
oneness of all life including plant life.  His scienti-
fic discoveries have not been without practical results
in agriculture and allied sciences.  But what com-
pels our admiration is the passion for truth that do-
minated him through life and led him to found a
research institute to continue the good work when
he is gone.

OUR CONTRIBUTORS.

Rev. S. K. Bunker is our new Principal and has
been, for the present, adequately dealt with, else-
where in these notes.

Mr. S. H. Perinbanayagam is one of the Editors
of this Magazine and modesty constrains us not to
sing the praises of one of us, But -without trans-
gressing the bounds of decency, it may be said that
he was a member of the Ceylon delegation to the
World Education Conferencz held in Tokyo.

My. S. Muthucumaru has already been introduced
to our readers, for this is the second article we are
publishing from his pen.
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Myr. M. Ramalingam too is no stranger to our
pages. Another contribution from him has already
appeared in an earlier issue.

Miss Ranee S. Paul, B. A, of the staff of Uduvil,
was the only lady delegate from Ceylon, to the
Tokyo Conference, and true to the traditions of Indian
womanhood, which always regarded itself as the cus-
todian of beauty and charm in the home, has made
a special study of the artistic aspect of Japanese
life. The fruit of her studies, partly descriptive,
partly hortatory and homiletic, has been made available
to our readers. We too without any pretensions to
heightened sensitiveness in aesthetic perceptions, are
only too conscious of the poverty of our home-life in re-
gard to beauty and urge our readers to give sober
heed to her suggestions about taking a leaf from
the Japanese in this regard.

NOTES FROM A COLLEGE DIARY

Monday, Sept. 13.

.. —The College reopens for the third term of the
year. Glad to welcome once again Mrs. Lockwood
and children, who drive out of the Principal’s Bun-
galow the strictly “official” man and his “offices”.
Wednesday, Sept. 15.

—The College Football eleven plays a practice
match against a selected team. It ends in a draw.

Thursday, Sept 16

—We draw a deep sigh of relief at the return
of Mr. Handy Perinbanayagam, who comes back to us
from Japan safe and sound through *“the valley of
death,” and in fact heavier -both intellectually and
physically.
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Friday, Sept. 17.

-—A practice Football match with the Jaffna Jubilee
team. As is usual with all our practice matches, no
loss is sustained and the game ends in draw.

Sunday, Sept. 19.
—Mr. C. R. Wadsworth speaks at the Sunday
Evening Service.

Monday, Sept. 20.

—Mr. Handy Perinbanayagam delights the morn-
ing chapel assembly with a talk on his tour to
Japan. This is the tirst of a fseries of talks. He
confines his address to his journey, making particu-
lar mention about places and persons he saw.

Tuesday, Sept. 21.

—The girls of the Upper School form themselves
into a Girls’ Club under the patronage of Mrs. Lock-
wood. It supplies a long-felt want — an opportunity
for the girls to meet together in games and for com-
mon fun.

Wednesday, Sept. 22.

—Mr. P. W. Ariaratnam, the President, ad-
dresses the weekly Y. M. C. A. meeting.
Friday, Sep?t. 24,

—A decisive victory to our Football eleven
by & goals to nil in a practice match against Manipay
Hindu College.

Sunday. Sept. 26.

—M. Thamboe Buell, J. P., speaks at the Sun-
day Evening Service.
Monday, Sept. 27.

—Mr-Handy Perinbanayagam gives his second
talk on his Japan Tour at the chapel assembly.
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Tuesday, Sept. 28.

—Mr. Handy Perinbanayagam speaks at the
Round Table meeting on “Some Educational Aspects
of Japan.”

Wednesday, Sept. 29.

—0Unlike the immortal Ancient Mariner who
forced his tale on unwilling listeners, Mr. Handy is
himself compelled to tell times without number his
tale of adventures on board his steamer and in Jap-
an. He speaks at the Y. M. C. A. meeting on “The
Social Aspects of Japan.”

—The flag day of the Deaf and Blind School
at Mt. Lavania. Red flags are much in evidence.

Saturday, Oct. 2.
—We play our first Inter-Collegiate Football
Match against Jaffna Hindu College. Misfortune contin-

ues to pursue us in Inter-Collegiate Matches. We
lose by three goals to two.

Sunday, Oct. 3
—A sing-song service at the Principal’s Bungalow.
—Mrs. Lockwood speaks at the Hunt Dormit-
ory Union on “Little things.”
Wednesday, Oct. 6.
—Mrs. Lockwood speaks at the Chapel assembly.
—Dr. C. T. Chelliah speaks at the weekly
Y. M. C. A. meeting.
Friday, Oct. 8.

—We hear, with delight, of the unique success
achieved by Mas. V. G. George, who creates a new
record, at the All-Ceylon Public Schools Meet held at
Colombo, in High Jump clearing a majestic height of
5 10§ ”and obtains the first place in Pole Vauit
clearing a height of 10° 2§. We extend to him our
proud and sincerest cougratulations and expect to
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see him break, perhaps, the world record as envisaged
by the Speaker of the State Council.

~—Simultaneous with the jumping into fame of
George, a number of our girls sing themselves into
honour. The following students receive their silver
and bronze medals, which they won at ‘“the Times
of Ceylon Music- Festival,” in another part of Colombo:-
Miss Pushparanee Kanapathippillai, Miss Annamah
Elias, Miss Rangitham Sundrampillai, and Miss
Elizabeth Elias.

Saturday, Oct. 9.

—We listen with pleasure to a musical broadcast
given at the Colombo Radio Station, by three of
the girl students at College, Misses Annamah, Eliza-
beth and Mary Elias. We congratulate them and
their proud father at this unique privilege. This is
perhaps the first time that we actually lstened to
a performance through the College new radio set,
although attempts had been made earlier to tune the
instrument.

Sunday, Oct. 10.

—Mrs. Lockwood speaks at the Sunday Evening
Service.

Wednesday. Oct. 13.

—The Flag Day of the S. 1. U. C. Great enthusiasm
is evinced.

Friday, Oct. 15.

The College is- vacated on account of the anuual
Festival of the Jaffna Council of the S. I U. C.,
which takes place at Uduvil. A few of the Jaffna
College students successfully stage a play called “The
Good Samaritan” at the concert in the evening.
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—We play the second Inter-collegiate match
against St. Patrick’s College and lose by 3 goals to nil.

Sunday, Oct. 16.

—We listen through the radio to His Excellency the
Governor’s first speech to the people of Ceylon at 8 p. 1n.

Sunday Oct. 17.
—A sing song service at the Principal’'s Bungalow.

~Mr. C. O. Elias speaks at the Hunt Dormi-
tory Union on “Our last experiences at Colombo.”

Wednesday, Oct. 20.

—Mr. S. A. Visuvalingam speaks at the Y. M.
C. A. meeting on “Valluvar’s Conception of Woman. ’

Sunday, Oct. 24.

—Miss E. Peak speaks at the Sunday Evening
Service.

—As requested by Mrs. Bicknell, 60 flowers
which were sent by her in remembrance of the late
Rev. John Bicknell at his sixtieth birthday were
first kept at the Church and then in the Hall. On
Monday, the 25th, three students took them and pla-
ced them at his grave at the American Mission
cemetery.

Tuzsday, Oct. 26.
~—Mrs Lockwood speaks at the Inter Union.

Wednesday, Oct. 27.

—Dr. V. Nadarzjah, M. 0. H., Jaffna, who had
already made his connection with Jaffna College
through the medium of the needle, speaks at the
Y. M. C. A.on “The Value of Public Health.”

Friday, Oct. 29.

Mid term Break.
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Saiurdcy, Oct. 30.

The new Principal of Jaffna College arrives
at Colombo, to be welcomed by Mr. E. C. Lockwood
and our distinguished Old Boys.

—As soon as he set foot in Ceylon, our Foot-
ball eleven wins a match against Parameshwara
College by 4 goals to one. This is, by the way, the only
victory in any Inter - Collegiate match after the death
of Rey. ]J. Bicknell. We draw a sigh of relief in-
deed that the spell is broken.

Monday, Nov. 1.

— The Principal arrives at Jaffna, and he
is escorted from the Moolai junction by the
students of the College in a well-decorated
carriage drawn by three horses and accompanied
by oriental music. Just after the procession, he
meets the teachers at tea at the Principal’s bun-
galow, and then comes off to the morning assemb-
ly. He gives an inspiring message and then de-
clares the rest of the day a holiday. We assure him
a hearty co-operation with him in every way.

Tuesday, Nov. 2.

—The College is vacated on account of Deepa-
pali.
Tuesday, Nov. 4.

—The Round Table welcomes the new Prin-
cipal at a dinner.

Friduy, Nov. 5.
—The Boarders of Jaffna College welcome their

Principal at a grand garden party in the Hunt
Dormitory.

Saturday. Nov. 6.

—The members of the Lyceum celebrate their
33rd anniversary with a successful function.
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—The tide of fortune in our matches has re-
ally changed. We win a Football match against St.
Henry’s College by 3 goals to 2.

Sunday, Nov. 7,
—The play called “The Good Samaritan” is

re-staged at the College Sunday Evening Service.
Tuesday, Nov. 9.

—A practice Football match against the Y. M.
P. A. of Manipay. We win by 4 goals to one.

Wednesday, Nov. 10.

—The annual prize-giving takes place, where
Rev. S. K. Bunker makes his first distinguished ap-
pearance in public.

Saturday, Nov. 13.

—We play a practice match against the “Demon
Club” of Nlavalai, After a hard fight with the “de-
mons”, the match ends in a draw.

Sunday, Nov. 14.

—Rev. S. R. Bunker preaches at the Sunday
Evening Service.

Monday, Nov. 15.

—Mr. A. P. Guruswamy, Secretary of the All
Ceylon Temperance Society, speaks at the chapel
service.

Tuesday, Nov. 16.

—The annual Prize-Giving of the Tennis Club
takes place. Bunkgr distributes the trophies.
Wednesday, Nov. 17.

—Rev. S. K. Bunker speaks at the weekly Y. M.
C. A. meeting.

9
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Friday, Nov. 19.
—We play. the last Inter Collegiate matcl} for the
season against Jaffna Central College and win by 3

goals to 2.

Sunday, Nov. 21.

—A whole day Retreat of the Jaffna Inter Col-
legiate Christian Fellowship takes place at Nallqr.
Ten students (six boys and four girls) and six
teachers from Jaffna College attend.

—Rev. S. Selvaratnain preaches at the Sunday
Evening Service.

Wednesday, Nov. 24.
Rev. D. T. Niles speaks at the weekly Y. M.

C. A meeting.

~The College choir makesa trip to our sister
institution at Uduvil—Oh! by the way, why has not
Uduvil blossomed into a “College” as yet’—to join
them in a singing practice in preparation for a Christ-
mas Carol Service to be held later. We understand
that this practice of a united service had been in
vogue formerly and was the cause of “thrilling hap-
piness” to a few individuals in the choirs.

Friday, Nov. 26.
—The College choir gives a singing concert at
the Hall.

Sunday, Nov. 28.

.~Mr..L. S. Kulathungam speaks at the Sunday
Evening Service.

—At the weekly meeting of the Atheniam Dor-
mitory Union, Mrs. Lockwood renders a vocal solo
and Mrs. Bunker reads a story. '



133

Saturday, Dec. 4.

—Dr. V. Nadarajah, M. O. H, Jaffna, puts on a
free educational moving picture show, relating to
health, at the College Hall.

Sunday, Dec. 5.

—A united Christmas Carol service is held at
the Vaddukoddai Church, where the Uduvil choir
and the College choir join. Mr. T. S. Oppenhein is
the leader:

~—-Mr. S, A. Visuvalingam conducts a “Kaled-
shepam” at the Atheniam Dormitory Association and
he is accompanied by the Jaffna College Oriental
Orchestra of “radio fame”.

Friday, Dec. 10.

—The scholarship examinations are heid.

—A concert under the auspices of the College
Y. M. C. A. is held. The chief item is the stag-
ing of “The Dumb Wife of Cheapside,” by the stalt
and the students of the College- A comedy with a
“dumb” wife, a “deaf” husband, a master physician,
skillful surgeon, an efficient apothecary, a clever law-
yer—keeps a full house in roars of laughter.
Saturday, Dec. 11.

—The Old Boys entertain Rev. and Mrs. S. K.
Bunker at dinner at the College dining hall.
Sunday, Dec. 12.

—Mr. C. A. Gnanasegaram speaks at the Sunday
Evening Service.

— A united Christmas Carol Service takes tlace
at the Uduvil Church. The two choirs join. Mr. J.
C. Amarasingham is the leader.
Monday, Dec. 13.

—The Term Esxaminations commence.



134
Wednesday, Dec. 14.

—The Delegation from Jaffna College, consisting
of 4 teachers and three students, for the Quadren-
nial Conference of the Student Christian Movement,
to be held at Rangoon, leaves Jaffna.

Friday, Dec. 17.

—The last day of the term and the first anni-
versary of the death of Mr. Bicknell. How sooa has
the year ended! And yet how fresh is the great
sorrow caused by his sudden death! Can we ever
forget him?

— Today is observed as a day of silence in the
College in commemoration of this anniversary. An
impressive service is held in the morning in the
Ottley Hall. A tablet, in his memory fixed at the
entrance of the Ottley Hall, is unveiled. In the
afternoon, a simple but very solemn service, orga-
nised by the Old Boys, is held at the grave side
-at the Mission Cemetery at Uduvil. Wreaths are laid
in remembrance.

—The College vacates for the Christmas Holi-
days.

The Diarist wishes a Happy Christmas and a
Bright New Year to the Readers.

Jan.
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT.

The following exchanges were received since
the publication cf the last issue of the Miscellany.
The National College Magazine, Trichinopoly.

The Hattorn Methodist Boys’ English School Magazine.

St. Joseph’s College ZIlagazine Trichinopoly.
The Madras Christian College Magazine.

*The Crescent’ —Zahira College Magazine, Colombo.
“The Peterite’—St. Peter’s College Magazine Colombo.

St. Johw'’s College Magazine, Chundikully,
‘Bottled Sunshine — St. Patrick’s College Magazine,
Jaffna.

The American College Magazine, Madura.

C.M. S. Girls College Magazine, Churidikully.

The Kumbakonam College Magazine, Kumbakonam:

The Anglo-Chinese School, Singapore,

‘Our Boys’—Kingswood College Magazine, Kandy.

*The Young Hindu —Jafina Hindu College Magazine.

St. Thomas' College Magazine, Colombo.

The Macras Law College Magazine.

Blue and White—St. Joseph’s College Magazine,
Colombo.

St. Benedict’s College Magazine, Colombo.
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THE CALENDAR FOR 19383,

FirsT TERM.

January 10. Term reopens,
January 14. Holiday Thai Pongal.
February 18. - Sextant break holiday.
Aprit. Term ends.

SECOND TERM.

May 16. Term reopens.

May 27. Holidar J. N, E. S.
meeting.

June 9. King’s Birthday.

July 4. Sextant break Holiday.

August 12. Term ends. .

THIRD TERM.

September 12. Term reopens

October 14. Holiday : J.C. S.I. U.C.
Festival.

Oclober 31. Sextant break holiday.

Decemberl16. Term ends.



THE OBJECT
orF our EXISTENCE

The Foremost Object of our Existence
is to Satisfy our Customers.
We believe that Good Service, PLUS
Personal Attention to every Sale has %
enabled us to continue to be the
Largest and Best Equipped
Sperts Goods Concern in
Ceylon,

We are Proud of our Repu-
tation, which we shall
always strive {o
maintain.

DIANA & CO., coLoMBO AND KANDY.



PIONEER

A MOST FAMOUS NAME

IN

HIGH CLASS SPORTS GOODS
QUALITY GOODS

AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

THE PIONEER SPORTS CO,

84, CHATHAM STREET,

FORT, COLOMBO.
TELEGRAMS “PIONEER”
TELEPHONE NO. 3450.



