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Editorial
Much has been said in the daily  of Tuglish,  Hoghsh i the “lnowa

press eopeeruing the deplorable stav-
durd of Hnglish shown by most of
tho atadents who sat for the Benior
School  Certifieate  Ixamination of
Docembey 1948, Tha HEdueation De-
partment finds that the standard of
Huglish in onr schools is  exfremely
poor aud sowe examiners lave oven
gone up to the exktent of deseribing
the performance of most eandidates
as “appallingly bad,” The Depurt-
ment’s report deduces that mearly G0
per eent of the candidates wera nn-
abla to  express thomselyes clemly
and coherenlly in “lolerably covroet
Hoglish,”

This woelul state of affaivs comes
to us as no sarprise. Koowing as
we do the ntter disvegard paid ta
this langoage in  the  lower classns,
in preference to Lhe natiopal lawgm-
apes, nothing mora caon b expected,
The new echeme of Edueation now
promulgated provides for very littla
work in  FEnglish up to the &th
Standard, in fact all the sulijects ox-
geot Dnglish are tanglit o Tamil or
in Biohslese, The emphasgis on the
wollier tongue iz jost, Lut the ne.
ceszity of retuining Eoclish  cannoot
by over emphasised, Wa have had
m’c«sxon some time Ao Lo eomment
in these columns an tha necoseity of
having st lpast a worling kum\"(ul-rr\

franca” of the world loday and
riitevate thal if we are fo give ap
s universal laugnage ‘there is every
possibility of Ceylon  being lelt De-
Lind in the march of civilisation by
the rest of the world! Under the
new secheme of Dducation studenls
will bave only & or 6 yeara within
which to =stedy this laognage, avd
come wp to the Sanior standard.
Hueh stodents will be taking theic
8, 5. . Examivation oext rear and
Lenee we fear that the worst is yet
to come !

Sinee  the
Free Dducation schewme,
standard of education 15 fast  dateri-
oraticg. Stotistics show o8 that in
the Decarsber 1948 EHxzamivation only
67 candidates out of a total of 10,711
qualitied for exemption, while in 1938
of o6 candidates who sat for tha
Loodon  Matriculation 81  secured
PABRER. It may ba eoncluded that
the standard of the Senior Kxamins
ation or of a partionl compulsory
sibject is so hish that it is beyond
the seops of tha wvernge student to
reacl tho exemption standard, Many
tensons Luve been aftributed or sup-
pested for this diswal performance,
The  wholesale ctmdemmtlou ol
tutories as “cram shops” who sqod *
i dmmature  sludents,  ill-eguipped

of the
general

introduaction
tha
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for the examination is
in  this  ipstance. Fven
of Colownho  Hebools have not pro-
dnced goold or satisfustory  vasults,
Fuither, and whot is far mora seri-
oud, it hws been atalsd thit in 4
number of schools anthorities employ

unjnstifiable
tha  hest

“npgaalified, ioetficient  and  inex-
perienced™  teachers  to  man  the
tutorial staff of the Hevior claszos,

The dearth of gualified teachors, the

lack of essentin]l equipment and the
gorions - eeonomic  disliess  commonly
pravalent  are  eertainly  plansible
retsond und ¢aoses for  the  prescnt
deteriorntion  in edueation, Frospece
tive teuchers are draws wway into
other walks of life whiel oifer more

attractiva and lwerative gsalaries,
goold prospects,

It ia impevstive that* all posaibla
efforts should ba wade to  achieve

and

and maintain 8 good stardard of
education, Wa cannot  abford to
allow the youth of tha country ta
Lie ill-trained or uotesined, Henea

the Government mudt giva top Pric-
rity fo the educational neesds of tha

Ielond, e trust that some  very
radical and offective steps wonld ba
tuken to sfop the presout rob and

improve the standard of sducation, T¢
is best that a new system of edueation
be evolved which should ba beth feas-

——

A Railway Journey-in Occupied Malaya
By A Malayan :

Open while  travelling
Jalfua—Colombo night mail, T heard
a passesger  rematlk  that “travalling
without a berth by the Coylon Go-
vernment Railway was the last word

in  {he

in discomfort, “This reminded me of
another  railway jomrmey which T
falt bad & tor better claiti to such

u deseription,

It was in Malava, soon-after the
Japanese oecupation, Tha whola
country was emerging from the ehaos
consequant on  the invasion, Com-
munications wore bailg resnmed bot-

waan tha varions parts of (he Pen.
insnla, About this time, T lad oo
casion to make & jonrney with a

friend of mioe from Peoang to Ipoh.
Penapg i a smasll Tslawd off tho
Wost coast of North Malaya, aud
Tpoh s an  importavt  tin-miniug
cenfre on the mainland. Tla distanes
between them is & little mors than
one hovdred miles,

My friend and I eet ont eavly
ons  moreing, Tha ferry  serriea,
like most otber public ulility aer;-:-
tha

. 0%

ible. and within our means, Tt is
yet not too late,

!
war atd eo we -crossed over in &

sampsn, Ones  we reached the main-
land, onr treubles began, There was
1o Cwign of any bnoking.o{ﬁce “oF
ticket-colleotor or porters, = Wa soon
Izarnt that there was no ‘booking
office at all, The railway was being
rua ooly for tha military, and henge
all passenper  traftic was  cousidered
inaldental, Conseqnently, oivilian
passengers had to get along as boat
they eould. Trayelling was free, buk
thin: was a rather doabtfnl concession
as neither aceommodabion vor arrival
of ona’s destination within o pres-
eribed time-limit was posranteed, It
was quite some - time  befora  there
was o traio going our way and it
was a still Joopar tiwe before wa
coukl get & place in it All the few
passenger  oarriages were filled with
ers ond. as wo conld ges mo
vivilinns amone them, wa thought it
wigel to seell ncsommodation  elsa-
whers, Af last we wera lugky anough
to pob o place in & tiny little com-
purtment with nn offieer a8 our only
fellow-passanger, =

Ths train slarted, As it pro-
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gressed on its jommey, wa Were sur-
*prised ab its very umeonventional
behavionr, - Tharge amd  imporbant
stntions whizgzed pasl witheut the
slightest notice pnid fo them, while
amall stations were flatfered with
long halts, sometimes of nearly an
hony. The times of arvival ond de-
apture st apy stetion were also very
indelinite snd owing to this, thers

been instanees of uufortunale
passengers  gtranded in  ont-of-the
war places, We reached Taiping,
-about bulf-way on outr journey, lo-
wards evening: Unfortunately for us
the officer in owr carvisge gol down
here, His presemee so far lind dis-
couraged tha entry. of prospective
ocenpants, but now thera was o big
onrush of psssengers, Soon we wers
awamped with a stropgling, sqnsez-
ing, sweating mass of Lumanity, The
carrisgs  was  packed  to copacity
within & few minutes, but still peo-
ple kept sndging their way on, The
whole atmesphers wasz  atifling. Wa
began to aweat profusely, We wers
80 cramped that we could seavesly
moye,  Night was fast approaching,
but' the train seomed 4din no hurry
to leave, Tinally, our patisnce’ ex-
honsted, we decided to qunit snd
spend the night with o friend living
unenrhy,  Wa gladly telinguished oy
places in the earvisge and left the
-train, The cool night air was 3 wel-
come change affer (he Lol sieamy
atmosphere of the crowded carrings
and we were glad o streteh one
cramped limbs m a short brisk wall
to our friend’s house,

Bunrige found uns  buck nt the
station, eagerly looking out for a
train going to Ipoh. We waited and
waited, bub in vain, Thesun monnted
higher and higher in the sky, il it
passed its zenith and stavted its down-
ward journey. At lust, at about 2
T, W, o brain swived on its way to
Ipoh. We ran up to it eagerly, only
to find all the availuble compart.
ments packed, No kind officer in o
convemently empty, carvisge this tine!
Our position wae © indeed desperate,
Heaven only Lnew when another Bl be
able train would come ayd il prioge

‘ol smoke,

pect of delaying auuthar.uightv ab
Taiping was far from pleszing. Bud-
denly, we moticed n few of the more
intrepid passeppers clambering on to
the roof of a carriage, Beaveely pau-
aing to” consider the propriety of uuqh
a procednre or the risk isvolved in
it, we eaperly followed suit. If others
eonld do it, so ecould we, was the only
argument that oceurred to ue, The
zine roof was boiling hot nuder the
georching midday sun, This was woat
painfully brouglit home ta us by the
burnsg on onr hands and feet us, we
wot ou to the top, But we did not mind
it at mll, Noihing could dater us
from oar one sll-consuming purpose
—lo reach our destination at all costs,
Tha eoquanimity and fortitnde  with
which we bore all privations wonld
have done credit to a band of pil-

- grims,

We soon left Taiping and sped
on to Tpoh. What with the afternoon
s beating mereilessly dowy unpon
us and the hot radiation of the sine
roof benenth ns, we wers faixly roast.
e alive, Luekily, there was a pood
breeze which kept us somewlat enol,
From our elevated position, we had
a upigue view of the moving scenery
on either side, Buddenly, a tusnel
loomied in front, We ducked, Dark-
uees engullfed us, The roof of the
tunoel was so low wa ceald have
tduched it with onr hands. The air
was filled with thick suffocating fumes
We lay prosteate and held
out breath till we came ool isto the
sunshive agnin, Bnbseguent tunnels
fonod us more prepaved as wa were
on the look out for them, Oue of
these tonnels wos once the scene of
a tragedy, A sikh was travelling like
ug-on the voof with a few bags of rice,
Ile wis seated on one of tha bawe,
with lis back to the engine, Hig
fivat intimation of an oucoming tnnnal
wag o shatterivg blow at the buck
of his head, He died on the spot,

We reached Ipoh late in the
evennlg, We hnd ecovered a distance
of ahonl 106 miles in 85 Lours—nne
anarage of 3 miles per huur, We wore
coyered  from lead to foot with &
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thiok «coating of sonf and thig added
to the loig exposare to the sun pive
us the appearsnes of a couple of
Niggers, Ik took us a good long bath,

&
with roneh serubling asd seraping
and plenty of soap before we eonld-

remove the last traces of"our memo-
Taole jouroey,

Cricket Review -

By min Bronmd Torrog,

Happy meliories coms hack Lo
us 08 we look back st the thrillice,
expifing or auxions moments wa  bad
during ont cricket matches last tenm.
Ony lisarty eotigratulations to the team
and 1ts anergelic coach for their lue
perforimance, Thongh we won - ooly
2 matohes of tha 5, ericket was
played as it onght to be played sud

the succegs of the tesm was  greatly
doe to the keenuess sbown by  ihe
students and the teachers,
The Spirit
On the wholo' the spirit  wod

“digeiplive of the team wus gosd, The

captain played his part well and had

_godd eommand over the feam, ret he

“hag to be very

- and his directions conld be

thankfnl to  two of
the outstanding members of the beam,
Brodio and” Mahalers whose assis-
taties and, hslplal adviea relicvad Lim
a great deal when he was in Jiffi-
cultiog, - Both these players were ol
ways cool aml stoady. Brodia es.
pecially was a master of the fisld
fallownd
without feur of betrayal. Brodia is a
gool =port, as i3 examplad by hiz
rooall of a Johnisy to the wieket, Tha
eo-oparation and good | apivit ol he
team i3 dae to the good adviee of
the coach,

Batting
Tha team had a very powerful
batting side acd it can . boast of

baving put up extremely pood seoves,
Hamnan and  Mabadeya the opening
ir of the team were very depend-
la batsmen. They wnsually opened
ot fast yet steadily, 'I'heagw}a;‘al's

wate both  very nnlortunate o ba.
dismizeed  in their sivtiea at  the
Hindn mateh, thus missing their bats
by wot reashiog 75. At the Patrick’s
matel they put up 97 rune at a
very. [ast rato which was u asight
worth soping, Mashadeva bas  done
well {hronghoot the seagon and was
apiin unfortnunate to be dismissed ab
the Central mateh befora reaching his
50 thus missing a cop promised by
one of our old lboys,

Congratulations are due o Bala-
rajah and Rimachandran  on  bheir
brilliwnt openiog of tha 2ud  innir
of the Central maleh whers Lh_e'whc%: 3
toom collnpgad for a very poor score
in phie fivst innings,  With A
chandran’s powerful off and late euts
aided Ly Balurajal’s quick singles and
ley bonundaries the rons came in ab -
‘o wood rate and every batemen who |
followad them really eutortained tha
public with thair exquisite display of
their batbing talent which sileneed
Centraliles apd their mierophones.

Yijepasingam and Prodis have
done fairly well in  almost avery
mateh making fine partmers, Their
rata of peoving was good, eapacially
in the Hiwdu mately, " Brodis is the
ouly member of the team who oan
Ll the ball safely over the ropos &
he liag dene on some occagions lasb
Bed=0n,

Dole is another fairly goed bat
who-wonld do better if he istends
to. The 50 vans he soored o a
pravkise mateh  slowed his abilitm
Tho obliar batsmen wers fnirly goqd
bat to onx dixsppointment they did

ham.org
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little, Tn tha St John's mateh Nava.
ratnam gave the lead which was fol-
lowed” by Eulessparam and Kadirgamar
whera some real lhard batting was
done, This was the only mateh where
tail enders did well, Vijuya-
* pathan who was ont only ounes last
geason didu’t met chavces to show off
his talent, The lail enders did nob
t o chanee to bat in lhe second
innings of any one of the matches
last season,

Some of the good Scores

us, St.Patrick’s 120 for 8 whis. 2nd inus.
ps. St, Jobn's 239  all out  Ist inns.
5. Hindu 215 for 4 whts, 2nd inns,
vs, Central 160 for 5 wlkts, 2od inns,

Bowling 2nd Fielding

Wo ecannot bonst very mnch ‘of
the fielding and bowling of ths team
though thers were occasions when good
work was dons. Tlhe mwain resson
why B out of 5 matches wers drawn
is that we bad oculy four class bowl-

. era, Navaratnam who nsnally opened
bowling has eaptured the higheat
pumber of wickets and holds a good
average, He has been bowling  con-
gistently well in every match. Knla-

.-gegaram who msually toak the-other
end hag captured pood wickets bLut
has heen rather expensive, It is tims
that batsmen feared his howling which
bas three yesrs of oxperienca behind
it. In the earlier matehes Vijeya-
singam  bowled well and eaptured
good wickele especially in the Hari-
ley match where he got 3 for 5 rans,
Later on he did not got enpngh
chances fo show off his talont, Vi
Jeyamathan the ouly slow left hand
bowler of the tenm was mainly res=
ponsible for the wrock of the Hindu

College, Tn' the Patrick’s and Cehtral
matehes hig bowling was very effect-
iva, Butsmen took lis bowling too
gagy and at times did oot know that
the ball bhad removed their baila,
Other tail-enders easily seoved off our
bowlers beesusa onr bowlers being a
few in wumber got tired soon,

The fielding a¥ tha beginning of
the season was rather poor and &
pumbar of chanees wers missed,
There weve instauces when our field
was badly displaced. ILater on by
ragular coaching the fieldmg bmproy-
ad a greab deal, Mahsdeva wlio fields
in the mid=off brought off some
diffigalt and nnexpeeted catehes, Pro-
die our wicket keep plaved his part
wall and his work behind thestumps
wag vory mwuch appreciated by all.

In tbe out-fiell Haunan, Rama-
chandran, Dole, Vijerasivgam, Kadir.
gamar aond Sonndeapayagam did good
work especially in  the St, Jolin's
mateh, The clenn picking snd guick
ratprns were done fairly well, Nava-
ratnam, Kulasegaram aod Balarajah
did extremoly wood work in  tha
glips and seldom failed to take
catches, There Lus been vast improva-
ment in Vijeyanathan's feldiog and
mwuch is expected from him in the:
futars,

The credit goes to
who i8 mainly responsible for tha
siceess of the team, He has spared
oo pains in eostribmting to the team

s coach

all he possibly could, His strong
eriticismz and helpfnl adviee was re-
ceived by the team in the proper

epirit. His high spirvits, sweet swiles
and sucouragement weya & sotres of
streneth and inspiration to the team
which bronght the season to a sue-
eesafu]l end, ! .
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g The School

(-

Couneil

By B. K. 8,

Frestdent :
Vice-President:
Secrelary
Members :

Mr, A, M, Brodie (Jr.)
M. 8. B. Banders
Mr, B. K, Sellish

Mr, B, Bhanmugs-

: nalhan
Miss P, Selvadurai
My, ¥, Maladevan
Miss K. Kunagaratnam
My, K, Sithwuinthan
Mr. B, Sundrsmonrthy
My, A, Aoandarajah

Fucuity Adyiseri—

Me. W. T, Jeynsioghsm B, se.
{Lioudl.y
The students of Jallus Collopa

have alwaye geenly felt the need of
s student body eleted by Lhe stud-
enls themselves to  rvepredent  their
matters to the anthoritiss, It ig four
rears since such a body —ihe Student
Conneil —eeased  fougtioning, bat the
stndeuts of this Oollege  have con-

© stantly felt the necossity of reviving
the Couneil io: this period of dor.
muney.

In respotise Lo constant acitation
by the stodents, the Collage anbhoric
ties held an opsn olagtion in whisl
five student mombers wore elocted by
the stndent body who with the Lelp
of two stofl mombers framed o wew
conskitution, "

In secordance with this eonstiln.
tion candidates wera nominsted. by
the Beeoudury School Commitise, and
opeu elections were held io the early
part of this vesr wlhen ths ahoyve
members were elected into the School
Conneil, The Conneil sturbed fune-
tioning formally, hy the privileza given
to the Presideat of proposivg tha
vote of thanks at the prize-giving,
Ab.its first sitling tho Vies-Prosident
and Heerelary wera elacted,

The Council iu its short pariod
of infanoy hag met . five times and
many problems had to be faead,
Chipl among them is {ha faet that
the present Couneil had np  immadi.

AL At

Mr. A, B Radircanipr ©

ate precedents to follow, However it
ig striving bard to bring to the notice
of the anthorilies of the Collége sng-
gestions and means which the students
feel would coutribute to {he smooth
and efficient admicistration of the
Udllepe, and in ilis bagk the support
aod co-operalion of tha * students is
of vital importanes to the Jouneil,
The Qonveil has browght forward:
soms of the problems eonfronting the
students, wnd together with it spgs

~geations apd has pregented thess mat-

tars to the wntborities for considera-
tion, Homs of the matters disenasad
were as follows:—

Sich Rogin: ~Socgestions have baen
made for the establishment of a sick-
roum fo aceommodate bonrders who fall
ill, This is nnder serions considera-
tion.

Tuck Shop.—Tho establishment of
a desant Toock Shop in College was
keenly falt by the stodents snd this
mattér was discnssed, bub sinea he
Y. M, G A s planning to establizh
oune, the Conneil has not procesded
with ihis problem,

Games—The Couneil suggested
that wore interest shoull be taken
in the eonching of the second eleven
teams in evickel and foothull, This
soupestion has taken root and Teen
interest is phown in the eonching of
the meeond eleven oricket team. Boz-
ing Las also been  soggested to be
introdaced aud is nndsr consideration,

Nolice Bogrd:—A notice board for
the vse of the studauls las been sug-
sosted, to be pat up in the adminis-
tration block aud fhis will be doms

500D,

"The New Look'— Tha Couneil is
also taking pains to help the Prineci-
pal and staff in maintaining the neat
end tidy condition of tha College
buildings, furniture and surroutdings,
Tha task of muointaining the plaging
groauds in good condition by pre-
venting the simdefts from paving patha
noross them, have been taken over by
tha, Conneil,



“ Holidaying
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Opae last vacation when I plunned
. bo visit Nuwara- Eliya, snch an op-
sition was malsed, about the un-

rable weather, that I thought I
would ba ftnrned into a block of
ice. [uspite of all opposition I went
boldly to Nuwara-Lliva uand nll sre
bhappy that I have roturned bale
ME hearty,

Nuwars.Bliva in the early pnrd
of ymy vacallon, was like u fickls
minded woman, Sho is beautifal bLnt
her moods changs mo rapid|y  that
it is difficalt to say whether tho
day wooll be bright or dull, It is
atrange how within the spiwe of an,
hour the weather couald chimga 80
quickly. The son wonld he shining
brightly oue momant and thenr the
nest there. would be wmist followad
by a shower of rain. but in = few
minntes the sun woold ba shining
ouca again in all its plory as it
nothing extraordinary Ll happenad,

L was also lueky to ges for my-
salf the besatiful sight of a frosty
moroing,  The lawn in froot appasyed
to ba like a thin whits shest, whils
the leaves in tho trers ‘ware britile
to tonel and when ths sun rose
with its dozzling splendour s frost
disappesred  as myaterionsly as it
bad coms aud the tieos tha soeiad
dead came to  lifa ypew while  the
whole plice became ohesyfy] aguin,

_ As the days advanced Niwars.
Eliya experienced the usual sonny
pleasant weather of Hystop but still
lu_hem ware. the atmosplerio eondi-
tions thuf muke Nawara-Eliys a
delightful to visitows, 1y the morn-
ings we gat Bp  shivering in aur
clothes and our fingars beeome hea.
numbad at the touch of water and
we have to rub our hands to keep

w
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in the Hills” -

g g T g

themy warm, As the day advances
the heat of Lhe son beeomes unhenz-
able; when evening approaches it
becomses chilly amd by mnight the
eold is so intenze that we feel in-
clined to go to bed covering our-
selves with thick blankets, With the
beginning of the Haster holidaja
Nuwara-liliya i3 beset from sll sides
by thosa  [Ortonate  ones who ara
able to foavee sueh o visit, "Thera
is sach . erowd that it is  unbelie.
“valls to sach & larga population
i Nowin liva, The park wilh its
gaily colonred flowers i8 made more
eolourful by the multicolonred sarees
and slicks of fhe faiver gex  and
amart snits of the men, whieh ma ke
the whole pluce beeome transtormed
as il by wmagic ity & fwiryland
whera the spirits fill ke @ir with
their song aod langhter, The Gol
fers seamed determined to walk the
links, There ware tha likers. whnss
motto i9 o keep fit by walking,
seen on  their way to the Moon
Plains as if in sesrch of burrisd
treagnre, Theve were the Pannis fans
and race - gosrs  who were well ra.
warded by ex¢ellent tennis and 1
vory good  eard of race weptings,-
Then there were thosa with yoath-
ful vigoar who kept an emplying
barrels aud barrels -of Nuwara-Eliya
bear and smoking away at the elnhs

and  housss  of eutortainment,  Still
thers were some who ywars seated
underneath the eypress brees Bljuy-
ing the calm évenings until night
overtook them wuawares: and pom.
pelled them« to leave the placs  with
regrat,

The scason ocame to an end,
and so did my vacation, Nowara.

Bliya tursed to 'be that usual lonsly,
fisty, cold town again,
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5 ‘A Brutal Attack

By N. Eaxwsoapanst,

O the 24th of 3a)tembior 1041,
British planes raided Kuala Lompoe,
the second largest eily in Mularn,
The inbabitunts were raffled ont of
their dalm,

Trom that day owwards, T eeagad
albending  the Rachidoki Gakki,
Kuala Lampur, for the simple reanon
that wo such educstional instifntion
functioned,

Mast of the etndents hod alvesdy
agseulbled 1o their vlassea. The e
yereation was nb*.mu_ the war,  which

wak goiog onin tha Burma front,  In
short, we sapoke “shop® All of o
sndden wa. keard the drouing of
planes and & deafining  noian of

engines. The planss that raided were
all B—20, .

We were startled ont of onr wits,
Ab Seoug ooe of our leflow students;
ran ioto the eliss shoutier  * Planes
averhond I* followed by the Principal
sereantiinn: YTe e sheiter! To the
ghelter I' Fortunately, pucdemoninm
did vob bresk loose, beesnan of the
samaious  alarm  drills we  had  res
hearsad,

Binnbz dropped, followad by loud
explogions, We conld Loar the rallle
of tlie ‘machino - guns, whioch were
fired at*the B—29%s by the dunnticss

dapaness soldiers, We sould hedr tha
violent  sevenming of the uuhappy
vietims runnivg for shelter and also
the beluted sonndiog of the sireus.

The air vaid lasted fally & soupla
of Bonra, 1t was w terriblé opdeal—
we  wordered  how  Kuwla . Lumjur
eould tale it. Theuk Ged it had
the wuts b resizb sneh  hombardings
for the firer lime, which it had ever
in its histary,

The air  was full of smoke and
dust, It was 4 seene of desolation.
Flugs fivea were raging; resens sqnuds
wers ab work.  Thera was  debris,
debris  averywhers, Tlhe sarvivors
walled through the strests am if they
were in a brange, Tho viclims were
an unhappy  sight—broken  limbs,
brokey srms, blesding lesa or gap-
ing wounds, :

There were hatrowing soones ba-
Fonid deseription, A mother recogni-
sing the muacilited body of her aliild,
a franlic wite scarching for a hus.

bawd; men and womsn weepivg it

terly. at Lhe loss of their homes and
their lyved ores, Fala had dealt un-
Eindly  with them, Thosa in the
shinol
Lart, The school sorvived the ordeal,
with slight dumage to a few walls,

It was only a Dream
B R Sy

It was about four in the alter-
moon. I wus mented alona on  the
senslhore and wus  feeling longly, I
would have pone bome bal some-
thing preveuled me lrom doivg so, 1
was wailing for somebody,

Ab a distines I saw the figgare of
& girl and 88 she came neaver 1 made
ther ont to be Lingesware with whom
ol was i love., Bavlier, Lingos and [
Liady planued 0 meet esch other af
the menshore at hall-past . fone, bhat

. i
'l

afiernoon. 1 had come an hour sarlier.
Bhe had come just in time,

She ewme near me and sab by
my asida, 1 wanted to talk to her
bat | had pothite to talk on, After
the dapse of o few minotes of silenes
gliv hersell started o conversation by
{elling me how slie managed to gak
hersell exensed from ber mether aod
how she masaged to evado ler littls
brother beoanoe she wioled to  mest
manallonlons, ‘Chen she said “Siva,

wars forfuvate. No ona was -
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I am taking all thess riska to wmeeb
you and talk to yon eeeret things, I
hope yon realize the state of my
heart, You ehould never fsil me,
I do pot know i what plight I will
be if yon should prove to he falss
I am detarmioed to be your love and
nobody-alas’s. This is tha only thought
that ¥oiries me” 1 eoald nol bear
to henr such words, Ieoold not even
dream of betraying ber, I was de-
tormined to  marry her or be a
bachelor. L tnrned to Ler and said
*Linges, please do not talk of such
unimaginsble things, If you have some
otber matter to chat on I will stay
here, otherwise let us be off 'lLome,”
Bheé gat zilently for a few minntes,
I asked her whether she was offend-
ed by my atatements, She replied
that she was not offended buk was
thinking about wy state at College,

I wanted to talk to har on Col-
lege affairs, 1 rveplied that thers was
nothing to be worried sbout, [ told
her of the greatuess of Juffua Col-
]_esge, I suid, “Jaftna Colloge, espeei-
ally the boarding house, is” & place
where anybody wonld like to slay.”
I told her of the lihrary, lhe labo-
ratory, the staff and the Collegs
eystem, At tho end of my speech [
said “Jaffoa Collegs is & place where
8 stodent can easily beeome a  proat
-man or ean easily be thrown to dogs”
Bhe maid that she agreed with wo,

Bhe told me, “The other day
Rishard who is in  your bomrding
told my father chat life at Jaffum

Upllegs is terrible. It seems that thay
are ‘putting up' a new hostel, He
snid that the chimney wag wear the
classes and that it was very low,
The smoke from the echimpey =~ would
displace the fresh air from the olass
rooms, Ho ulso told my father that
the lshoratory drains emptied them.
selved into the lane, It weems that
the drain from tho kitehen that is
built alongside the walls pives o fon]
smell duriog, certasin hoars of the
day. Is it trus that the pomping
machine proves a nuisates  whon
worked during clags.hours? T Leard
that the dhoby comes only, bwics wa

month and that no ghave tickebs ara
issnad, Is it frus that the dhoby
used to come onee a week former-
ly and you wera issned shave tickats
for the same fes of six ropees? Tloers
wad no eud to his compliaints of the
boarding and sehool. His final eom.
pluint was against the stinking condition
of the bathrooms. verything seems
a threal to your bhealth, I do not
koow how von study in such class-
roomsz,”" I gave n deep sigh,

I was wot prepared to leb the
wood name of my College guffer at
the hands of a girl. 1 wauted to
win ber over to my eide, What sha
said may or may mnot be troe. I
wanted to defend my College, 1 told-
her with all seriousness, “Linges, yon
may gay anything of Jaffna College
but 1 Luow what Juffna College meana
to me, You must study st Jaffos
College to understand and talk of
daffna Oollege.” She said, “Siva, L
will speak te my father acd persmade
him to let wme study at Jaffna Col-
lege. If we both study ab Jaffna
Uollege wé can mael eash other every
day and not be isolated like this for |
thres months at a  strotch,” 1 was
overjoyerd that Linges was poing fo
study at Jaffna CUollege, All kinds of
idass of the future stood befora my
eyes, I felt thaukfnl to her. In order
to express it I Lissed ler hand.
As it was lala wa wanted to ba off
home, I took leave of her and said
“Cheerio Linwes, darling,” 1 tarne
and slepped to go home when she
tripped me, As a reenlt 1 fall, .

 turned my head and beheld -
my friends langhicg, They asked me
who my darling Linges was, I
found that I was ou my bed instead
of on the sea shore. For a moment
I could not understand anything, My
friends told me that in my sleep I
had  uttered so mapny thinga abd
along with it the "name Linges.
Then 1 cams to Wy proper Eelses,
I had never known o girl Lingesl
My speech aboul Jaffna Uollegs  was

i vain, I bad slept during the
silenos period on Sunday and Led
draamb this  dream, Al my joyluly

ideas dvanished, It was only a draam,

P
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