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Vinayagar is the eldest son of Lord Shiva and His Consort Parvathi,
and is worshiped as the deity with the elephant head. To the Buddhists
Heis Gana Deviyo, and is given an honoured place in the their temples.

No Hindu religious worship, ritual or ceremony will commence
without first invoking the blessings of Vinayagar.

When Valli, the Veddah girl, refused to respond to the advances of
Murugan (younger brother of Vinayagar) in the forest of Kataragama, it was
to Vinayagar that Murugan appealed for assistance; and assistance came in
the form of an elephant charging Valli, who then had no alternative but to
run into the arms of her wooer for protection and matrimonial bliss.

(5)
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Skanda is the second son of Lord Shiva and His Consort Parvathi.
Murugan is His ancient name, and He is also known as Subramaniya or
Arumugaswamy. His advent and mission is elaborately dealt with in the
Skanda Puranam According to this Puranam, His advent was to save the
world from evil and doom. Six sparks emacated from Shiva’s third eye, and
they were taken care of by nymphs (Karthigai maidens) in the pond of
Saravana, and when Parvathi handled them together, Skanda appeared as a
baby with six faces and twelve hands. ~

The worship of Murugan has been very popular in Sri Lanka from
time immemorial, and this is proved by the existance of the ancient shrine
at Kataragama. Not only Hindus but even Buddhists have been worshippers
of Skanda. In fact the worship of this common deity has been for many
centuries a unifying force bringing the Hindus and the Buddhists together.

(7)
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Lord Shiva is worshiped as a God of Love and of Infinite Grace.
Chiddambaram, where His Dance is going on eternally, is the heart of
the Universe. No atom moves but by His motion.

The drum held in His right hand represents His act of Creation; the
fire in His left hand stands for Destruction; the right hand palm turned
outwards represents Protection. The right foot firm on the prostrate demon
stands for Veiling or Involition, and the raised left foot stands
for Salvation of the souls. The prostrate body represents human
egoiem, which has to be crushed before salvation. It was after killing
the demon Andhaka of darkness that the Lord danced His Cosmic
Dance, which is the expression of Supreme Joy and which alone sustains the
Universe.

(9)
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These four Saints (Appar, Sundarar, Sambandar and Manickavasagar)
known as “Samayakuravars” are exponents of the four paths of saivation in
Saivaism, namely, Dasa Marga (the path of the servant ), Sat-putra Marga
(the path of the good son), Sakha Marga (the path of the friend) and San
Marga (the true path or the path of the lover and the beloved). These
paths are also known as Sariya, Kriya, Yoga and Gnana.

Their poems are the treasure-chests of the Vedic truths and Agamic
principles, in melodious language and spontaneous rhythm.

While the poems of Appar, Sundarar and Sambandhar go under the
sacred appellation of “Thevaram”, those of Manickavasagar are known as
the of “Thiruvasagam”’.

(1)
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Ramalingam Swamigal

by
A. C. VADIVEL

HE foundation of Hinduism is based on the principles of Karma and Rebirth.

Karma is action or deed, both good and bad, by man. Karma determines the fate
of man and of his soul. A man could suffer pain or enjoy pleasure according to his actions
and deeds. And pleasure is not only transistory, it inevitably leads to a painful end. Evenin
death there is no solace for the soul. It will be reborn repeatedly to experience pain and
“pleasure’””. The only way to get out of this vicious circle is to achieve salvation for the
soul. This will free man perpetually from both pain and the imposter pleasure and the soul

from rebirth.

The object of Hindu philosophy is to show the maaifold paths to achieve this state of
salvation. These are the paths of (i) Gnana or Wisdom, (ii) Karma or Action, (iii) Yoga or
Discipline, (iv) Bakthi or Devotion and a few assorted ones.

By the middle of the last century almost a]l the Hindus were followers of the Bakthj
Marga. There was only a microscopic number of Hindus who understood or attempted the

paths of Gnana, Yoga or Karma to attain salvation.

To help the devotees develop the Bakthi path to salvation the ancient Seers and Saints
developed the concept of ‘Ista Deivam’ or the God of one’s choice’ to be the object of one’s
devotion as a way to attain salvation This led to the. development of a mulitiplicity of
deities with as many names and forms as there were devotees. The concept of God as “the
All pervading”’, “the Almighty'’, “the Substance and the Mover of all’’ changed.

God bzcame gods. Images were made and enshrined in the temples as a way of attracting
devotees. The aim of worship began to change. Instead of salvation for the soul it was
offered for all material, physical and mental needs. Salvation for material, physical and
mental needs were offered at the price of increased rituals, ceremonies and performances.
The devotees® fervour increased with the expected favours from the deities. Those who could
not afford these prices were excluded from temple worship and their tribes and miseries
increased. The temples instead of being beacons of light became spreaders of darkness.
Hinduism entered into a degenerative period, Towards the middle of the 19th Century it
had reached a putrifying stage with the caste system as the manifester of all evils.

Our ancient Seers and Saints did not bargain for this. It was at this juncture three great
Seers were born in India. The first was Swami Dayananda Saraswathi, the second was Swami
Ramakrishna Paramahamsa and the third was Swami Ramalingam. ¢ The three brought
about a regeneration and renewal of the corpus of Hindu religion. One made it militant; the
other made it evangelical and Ramalingar made it ecumenical, universal®’.

Swami Ramalingam was a man of great devotion and literary talent. His inner spirit
was a so appalled by the darkness spread by the temples and the establishments that he had
%o rediscover Hinduism with all its pristine glory.

(13)
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He attacked the establishment or rather what it stood for by declaring that one’s body is
one’s temple and that God does not reside in temples made by bricks and granite. God can
only be experienced within oneself, does not manifest Himself in idols. He himself conceived
of God as ¢Siva’, ‘Nadarajah’ etc., and finally as the Eternal Flame®. He declared that
anyone can experience God within himself if he makes an effort in the right direction.
However, Swami Ramalingam built a temple but on a different basis. First, it was open to
all.  There were to be no untouchables of any kind. Secondly there were to be no images.
Only a source and a flame. The source of the flame to be of the readily available kind. Free and
easy accesibility to be its credo. It may be mentioned here that the flame is the most ancient
form of manifestation of God, His power and glory as understood by man. According to
Swami Ramalingam, the ultimate object of birth is to experience perpertually the presence
of ‘“Arut-perum-jothi” or the Eternal Flame.

However, to attain this state man will have to fulfil certain basic conditions. The first is
to pass through a crisis period. Man will have to overcome the six passions of the mind:-
lust, anger, greed, infatuation, pride and envy- To achieve this man should abound with
infinite compassion towards all beings.

The second stage is the discovery of the inner flame within the mind of man. Till this is
experienced there will be no hope of achieving the ultimate.

Once man has experienced the inner flame within his mind the third stage is attained
wherein he is in a position to experience joy, ecstasy and bliss, This stage of joy, ecstasy and

bliss is only the prelude to the final and prepertual experiencing of the Fternal Flame or
“Arut-perum-jothi®,

Whatever may be the nature of God, as experienced by Swami Ramalingam, there need
not be any dispute as to what Hinduism should discard if it is to attain its objective. This
contribution alone has been sufficient to put Hinduism on its proper track.

Swami Ramalingam’s contribution to Tamil literature is great, neverthless it is only
incidental to his main mission.

In conclusion and for the benefit of the Tamil Readers I give below a few significant
songs of Ramalingam Swamigal,

(1) Ramalingam Swamigal emphasized the need for a healthy body and a sound mind
to achieve the necessary spiritual erd, This is a basic requirement to discipline the five
senses and control the six passions. Here is a song which indicates his way of thinking;

@O@LULLGT Barg B@wary Brs@en
2 g sid 2 poyGeuam(PLb

2 airGlermeir myemey & g1 Y mb Qi eir ;yGLigk aurrr
2 mey&awarr oG eauet(HLb

Qi QL g Hlawr g1 yap CueQeusts QoG Limiienio
Cuiam 858 5C@auedsHib

Oeiw @ 191919 60 s psGeussn Bib 10 & Lorear Gy
1919 w1 B 56 &Gauen @b

* For simplicity I have used these words to describe ** Arut-perum-jothi** the name by which
Swami Ramalingam identifies the Almighty.

(15)
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(2) Ramalingam Swamigal attempts to give a glimpse of the eternal flame in this
song:

RETHID St QremEh AT Ger IraTOh @d

2 eyt SYomd IJigmeyth et L. B YEHT
ST gyid e armi @Qergub e ermi ererTmub 2 et SwEBETE

YGulevrri s slemi Sm Qumd GerSuleyd
D S L5 YESHD LDSSHID edeTHBHauri

wireyth @Gt wiTed e.erTd wrh HYTH WTeD
RT ST B& parpi HBSHovLwsSEs

RBGHT D seflas_aer @uei o.@wGL. &e@wierd !

AUM
“AUM is the most powerful Mamra. You can repeat it in seven symphonies - senven
mounting and seven descending - AUM, AUM, AUM, AUM, AUM, AUM, AUM......... aum,

aum, aum, aum, aum, aum, aum, AUM is Brahman; it is the primordial sound principle, the
World of God. It contains three fundamental sounds- A, U, M. A is the Pure Almight
Grace, U is the universe of beings pervaded by the Grace and M is man, the individual in
whom It is the soul. The individualy Universal and the Transcendant souls are pervaded by
the unique one who is all, and All-in-All. Let us meditate upon That, That is the
meaning of the Mantra of one sound. AUM®.

(17)
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Trom Swami Drematmananda,
Vice - President, Ramakrishna Mission (Sri Lanka Branch)

The seeds of Fternal Truth which you and
your fellow workers are sowing with such self-
denying perseverence are destined to yield a rich
spiritual harvest in the near future’’ was an expres-
sion of a sincere sentiment of the then Hindu Com-
munity in Kandy in an address of welcome given
to Swami Vivekananda in 1897. The Swami was
accompanied by the illustrious Hindu Sir P. Aruna-
chalam from Colombo. Kandy was hallowed and
inspired by the august presence of the majestic and
the magnetic Swami. From then onwards the
Hindus of Kandy worked slowly and steadily
on the lines the Swami wanted then and today we
: _ ~ see the seeds sown then with Swami’s blessings
blossoming into a Cultural Centre under the auspices of the Central Province Hindu
Association. T heartily congratulate the Hindu Association for having with courage and
faith built this magnificent Hindu Cultural Hall despite the 1rying times for the twin
purposes of (a) catering to the needs of the pilgrims of all classes and creed who
visit Kandy especially during festival seasons and (b) provision of facilities to en-
courage Hindus to take part in religious and cultural activities and to work fer
better understanding among the Hindus, the Buddhists, the Christians and the Mus-
lims and the other religious groups which in spirit and quality resembles the
Mission’s ideals of service in Kataragama (once) and Colombo Centre now, respectively.

As intended may this Centre spread the message of goodwill and hope, the
unity of all religions, and the brother hood of man, which the world is in dire
need today.

Inspired by your dedicated service in your nob's path-a path cut out- by
Swami Vivekananda-may many other Hindu Associations come up in the provincial
capitals and other towns in the Hill country spreading the message of peace and
happiness to all,

With blessings,

SWAMI PREMATMANANDA
Ramakrishna Mission,
{Sri-Lanka Branch)
40, Ramakrishna Road,
Colombo - 6,
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WITH BEST WISHES FROM:

Phone: (01-22144

ABF=X2mMmIwuv

Wholesale & Retail Dealers in Textiles

134, PRINCE STREET,

COLOMBO-11.




From the Bishop

of g(andy‘.:..‘

l am glad to know that the Hindu
Cultural Centre is being opened. | am sure
it will serve to bring closer the bonds of
friendship and goodwill among various deno-
minations in Kandy.

I toke this opportunity to send my
Blessings for the welfare of the Centre and
its activities.

A. PAUL PERERA

Bishop’s House,
Kandy.
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With Best Wishes

dlclaliai i

oz

DEALERS IN TEXTILES

1i19-1/8 Prince Street,
COLOMBO - I1I.




From Ven'ble
Christopher Ratnayake

Biohop s @ommiooary,
Diocese of HKurunegala.......

» The Central Province Hindu Association should be
congratulated very warmly for erecting a cultural centre
with high ideals in Kandy, which has been for many dec-
ades the rendezvous of various religious denominations and
ethnic groups with different social and cultural background.
The majority community in the area has proved its tradi-
tional tolerance. ‘

Within a radius of a quarter mile of the town, the
Temple of the Tooth Relic, Christian Churches, Hindu
Devales and Mosques have been catering to the spiritual
needs of adherents of various faiths.

Two years back, Kandy Six United Youth Religious
Organisation was formed with the motto:

“May harmony spread between religions and com-
munities”’, and worthy projects have been executed.

Any project with a vision to erect bridges between
various sections of the population of Sri Lanka should be
encouraged.

May the idea conceived by your Association too,
prove to be the precursor of many more such projects in
the North, South, East and West of our Island.

May God bless your Centre and its envisaged salutary
Activities.

DVen’ble ehriotopher cpatnayakc
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With best wishes from:

WPI-H—<D>X

102-9/2, Third Cross Street,

COLOMBO 11,

Dial; 01.29720




Message trom
Mr..L. Senanayake

M. P.

As the Member of Parliament for Mahanuwara (Kandy),
[ take pleasure in congratulating the Central Province Hindu
Association in having constructed in my constituency a Hindu
Cultural Centre worthy of its name.

I have had the closest connection with this Association
since its inception in 1963, and I can say without any hesi-
tation that its chapter of service to the Hindus, particularly
in the Hill country, is as proud as that of any other Asso-
ciation. In fact, it was on my recommendation that the
Government appointed three of its Office - bearers, namely, the
President, the Hony. General Secretary and one of the Hony.
Assistant General Secretaries as members of the Hindu Religious
Affairs Advisory Board.

This Hindu Cultural Centre marks the realisation of the
dream of the members of the Association to have a perma-
nent building of their own to cater to the needs of pilgrims
of all classes and creeds who visit Kandy, especially during
the festival seasons, and to provide better facilities to encou-
rage Hindus to take part in their social, cultural and religious
activities,

I wish the Association all success in their endeavours.

Kandy, . L. Senanayake
(33)



WITH BEST WISHES FROM:

¢ 8. K. HUA ALAWDEEY & SONS

(Wholesale and  Retail PIECEGOODS ~ Merchants )

99, Second Cross Street,

COLOMBO - 11.

Phone: 01-2422%6 Telegrams: NACHATIRAM




qnaocage }rom the

Hon'ble €. L. B. Hurulle

Minister of Cultural Affairs

I am extremely happy to learn that a new Hindu
Cultural Centre would be opened shortly under the
sponsorship of the Central Province Hindu Association.
Hindu Culture is one of the oldest cultures in the
world. There is a strong kinship between the Hindu
culture and Buddhist culture, because Buddhism
developed in the cradle of Hinduism. On account of
this affinity, the majority community of Buddhists in
this Island home of ours, take the same delight in
associating with Hindu cultural matters as they do in
their own cultural activities It is one of the highest
forms of racial amity most needed in our country
today and should be encouraged wherever possible.

A cultural centre is an essential component for
the development of character of a community. It is
not enough to build a house and furnish it to suit
the purpose, It should be always alive and be a hub
of activity in order to give its service to the people.

I extend my best wishes for the successful operation
of this Hindu Cultural Centre.

I thank the Central Province Hindu Association
for their Jaudable effort.

S. L. B. Hurulle
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MONI & CO.,
Suppliers of Raw.Materials for Pertumes,

1 Cosmetics, Mineral Waters,

Confectionery etc,

71. Castle Hill' Street, -
"KANDY.

“Phone: 08-22530




@ymiu QT M gImm a5 55

S| MOFFT
(DTN 110 @) 61 . 6) BT D657

S Uioaf 10 @bay.........

WSS wraETEy Qpg wrwarph BHH @ Jerifu Grevamder bHDI
Qurp 7586 sod@wTs om @)Fs swTEFTT Bivwsems AowsSwlg Gumppp@iu
yefl g1 Liewflunr@ib.

Qesiemaudsr gy wgBiSer, Sauppeir aeridRsETS LAHCBam BL g SMS
&d%r Cup@srearesy Qurews, @58 LSS Soveurises, Yiioresfla@pb, eFaIAPLD,
swrFETIepy SrorsGo cueribg @ aeTp eTTeRT S S GG QFunTLOE
Qb wpSnsRagisd. @s@® BLG FPSTL TS M grere) LTHESLILIL
9 BEFGET DGl TG gy Fn MEVTLD.

Qbg Yaow FoLiueluiGa Qumph FRUTE 2L waiser sl g FTiUTeT
sardsny aarféuiCe Y$sapb, erGsSupd ST 1_d S nf) SLL g6  GTGH MY SHTGH
& PGB, Y@@ s sTSHC B FPSTUSHEY e FO® Hwss BHLLS
w5E sTewr WPuspg. Sbs wglwpssses QwULSHEr Hlrarss smeér @6 m
wivws S B L uTsEs® @bg erdui FEshser o eur Sl Hleir mar . Sfeu H Peir
el Quamd QuaoGums 30 awleb mur Qswalew weSur Lomsmawr Q@B wrwer s S
@t sordery  pévwordrop  Sewdgerarriser. sy s Lieunrsd 9 géar
Eliuspe pr a@ssLILEL Caubrudew, Seurdsdr 3 5drs &g Qumls Gamer
Qg @uUIMLITGLD.

SITFFTT LOGT DS S YDIINIGE® LTSS TID Seordemy WO EREE et Heir
el oy bg L s1s eramenfied_& Sl g). G pUICLITES LIQUITUPG STeT b SLT
uenfl YribunT®pg erarmy mrid M%wsEs Geuew®b. e G s gL msGorm, 6T
Biwrens Spouwlur sordsrysms weridg oI QPUUITS . ASDG BSFHLyTou
wrer Qewpur® Gsmer. Swgm eeplpd,  iCLeniih SjuPuiorGb. g
acrer gl 2y b son 55000 2aHAPGES wpyud;

s@réFry Bvwib s apméslmon ardufor Gy gHiL®SDe@e, swrés
oy sy upn prd guepns Csemaudndy . IASDG YTTL_UGT 2 BIF@HGHEG Y Ier
yfuw Caucw@ib ettt gy enrip s g1ReTGupb.
QamrapibLy.  Gaer. Qpwsorwomsir

- (37)



arps wiFu  wrETar Gbg wILETY UG !

aeris @bg sorssry %o !

N

D

R
A
JBEWBLLERS

46, Sea Street,

COLOMBO-I1I.
Dial: 01-37690




Message from

Mr. W8. D. B. Dissanayake
M. P

District Minister, Kandy.

As the District Minister for Kandy, 1 consider it a privilege
to send this message of congratulations and good wishes to the Central
Province Hindu Association on the occasion of the opening of the
Hindu Cultural Centre at Peradeniya Road, Kandy. The aims fo;r which
this Centre has been established, namely, to cater to the needs of
pilgrims of all classes and creeds who visit Kandy, especially during the
festival seasons, and to foster inter-religious and inter-communal harmony

are highly laudable.

There is a strong bond of affinity between the Buddhists and the
Hindus. In fact, there is a shrine dedicated to the worship of Hindu
deities in many Buddhist temples, The worship of Skanda has been for
many centuries a unifying force in Sri Lanka. It is indeed a really
touching sight to see Buddhists and Hindus in their thousands join
together in prayer, particularly at Kataragama and Munneswaram.

I wish the Central Province Hindu Association all success in
their effort to promote peace and harmony so dear to everyone of us.

0. <D. <B. ﬂ)iooanqyake,
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WITH THE BEST COMPLIMENTS OF:

i
; :
'

FERO STEEL

IMPORTERS AND AGENTS
for

ALL HARDWARE ITEMS.

28, Abdul Jabbar Mawatha,
COLOMBO-12.

Telephone: 35494
5495438




Message from

Mr.  Shelton Ranaraja m.r.

Deputy Minister of Suotice

The Hindu Cultural Centre Hall, Kandy, completed at a cost
of nearly Thirty Lakhs of Rupees is, indeed, a beacon-light in this Hill
Capital to promote and brighten cultural and social well-being among
the Hindus, in additon to, providing facilities for better understanding
among the Hindus the Buddhists, the Christians, the Muslims, and other

Religious groups living, more particularly, in the Central Districts of
Sri Lanka.

This magnanimous contribution on the part of the promoters
of this project encourages better understanding and harmony among the
people of a multi - racial society.

Therefore, 1 feel very happy that I bave this opportunity of
congratulating the Central Province Hindu Association on this great
achievement which is worthy of being emulated by other community
groups in the Island. :

May your ideals grow and flourish in the minds of all those
who are seeking peace and communal amity in an endeavour to build
up a free and just society where all communities can enjoy equal rights,
privileges, and opportunities — thus paving the constructive path to
achieve economic progress and stability of our nation - as is often
enunciated by His Excellency, the President of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka.

Shelton ‘panaraial
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Premier Wholesale & Retail

House for Textiles & Sarees

28, D. S. SENANAYAKE VIDIYA,

KANDY.

DALITHA

JEWELLERS & PAWN BROKERS

Buyers of Old Gold
Carat Gold & Silver

28, D, S. Senanayake Vidiya,
KANDY.

Dial: 08-22577




Message Irom
Hio Worship
The Mayor of Handy

Lilak <¥2cuwuuywdbe JP. UM,

I consider it a privilege as the
Mayor of Kandy to send this message of
greetings on the occasion of the opening
of the Hindu Cultural Centre in Kandy.

This  historic City is a place inhabited by people pro-
fessing different faiths who have lived and worked together as breth-
ren in the pursoit of general happiness and the well - being of Kandy.

Hinduism and Buddhism flourished side by side on the Indian
mainland. Hindu Kings of Madura had connections with the Royalty
of Kandy in the 18th Century, and henceforth Hindus in some form
or other had dealings in commercial and religious activities with the
people of Kandy and its surroundings

A Hindu Cultural Centre for Kandy has been a long felt need
and its realisation would no doubt foster the cultural ties of Hindus
with those people who are professing other faiths.

As President of the Peace Council in Kandy, it has been my
fervent endeavour to work for the common good and amity of various
creeds and people who inhabit this City. It is my hope that this Cul-
tural Centre will in course of time be a Forum to foster goodwill and
fellowship among Sri Lankans and for the promotion of peace, harmony
and understanding with one another.

I wish the Central Province Hindu Association all success.

;:::'lly.Ha“’ Cilak Ratnayake
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WITH THE BEST COMPLIMENTS OF:

DESIGN TEXTILE CENTRE

153, KEYZER STREET,

COLOMBO - 11.

PHONE: 01/23621




Message fFrom

Mr. R. M. C. Ratnayake,

Chairman,

District Development Council,

Kandy.

As Chairman of the District Development
Council, Kandy, I take pleasure in sending this
message of congratulations and best wishes to
the Central Province Hindu Association on the
occasion of the opening of the Hindu Cultural
Centre at Kandy.

There are many things in common between
the Buddhists and the Hindus, and a golden
chord of unity runs between their cultuares.

This Hindu Cultural Centre fulfils a long felt
need in Kandy, where there is a good concen-
tration of Hindus. I have no doubt that this
Centre, whilst catering primarily to the social,
cultural and religious needs of the Hindus, will
also serve as a forum to foster peace, harmony
and cordiality among the various religious
groups and communities.

I wish the Central Province Hindu Associ-

ation all success in their -praiseworthy efforts.

R. M. @. Ratnayake
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Aoith best wisheos from :

N

\///
SARAVANAS

158, Keyzer Street,

COLOMBO 11.




C’neooage jrom

Mr. 4. <

C:/)ouernment odge

The Kachcheri,
Kandy.

B. Damunupola
nt, Kandy.

I send my greetings and good wishes to the
Central Province Hindu Association on the occasion
of the opening of the Hindu Cultural Centre in
Kandy. The setting up of the Cultural Centre in
Kandy will, no doubt, be a very significant lJandmark
in the long record of service the Central Province
Hindu Association has rendered in the province. The
Centre fulfils a long felt need in this city, in that it
will cater to a large number of pilgrims visiting this
historic city especially during festive seasons. It will
also serve as a meeting place for followers of all
faiths, thereby fostering religious amity and promoting
brotherhood among all.

It is also my privilege to place on record here my
deep appreciation of the valuable assistance extended
by the Central Province Hindu Association to me
during the last few years. Their assistance was
readily forthcoming everytime it was sought, and it
was a source of encouragement and strength. [ look
forward to this assistance in the future too, and wish
the Central Province Hindu Association all the best in
its endeavours to bring about peace and understanding
among the citizens of this country.

A. B. Damunupola
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qneooage from
Former Senator and %iyawadana Qilame

SL(. <B. Cudurawana

It gives me great pleasure to send good
wishes to the Central Province Hindu Associ-
ation on the occasion of the opening of their
New Centre.

As the Diyawadana Nilame of the Sri Dalada
Maligawa I had numerous occasions to get
involved with the progress of their work.

May this New Céntrc help to further stabilise
and strengthen the common bonds that the
Buddhists and the Hindus share.

Wishing all the best.

H. <B. Udurawana
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Message trom »
Former Senator and Diyawadana Nilame

H. B. Ydurawana

It gives me great pleasure to send good
wishes to the Central Province Hindu Associ-
ation on the occasion of the opening of their
New Centre.

As the Diyawadana Nilame of the Sri Dalada
Maligawa I had numerous occasions to get
involved with the progress of their work.

May this New Centre help to further stabilise
and strengthen the common bonds that the
Buddhists and the Hiadus share.

Wishing all the best.

H. <B. Udurawana
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WITH THE BEST COMPLIMENTS OF:

ZOwZp R

FLECTRONICS

80/A, 2nd Cross Street,

COLOMBO -11.

TELEPHONE: 01-34371




qneooage jrom

C”Zr "1) <. CQajan, J- P.
Hony. “Member,
Central “Province HinduAssociation

Whilst being a Christian, I have associated myself with both the Hindus and the
Buddhists of the land of my adoption, particularly these in the Hill country areas. This
is in keeping with the message of Christ: ¢Blessed are the Peacemakers”. I believe that
the Buddhists and the Hindus in the Hill country areas have in turn reposed their trust
in me.

Most of my relatives are Hindus, and that aspect had helped me understand
the aspirations of the Hindus of the Hill country areas, and 1 have contributed my
small share in their quest for their identity as part and parcel of the people of this
land. 1t is presumably in recognition of this that 1 have been made an Hony. member
of the Central Province Hindu Association.

The Hindus of the Hill country areas have not only established their identity as
a homogenous, coherent and dynamic force but have also now established their claim to
be treated as part and parcel of the people of this land by their monumental effort in
establishing the Hindu Cultural Centre Hall in Kandy *to further religious and cultura)
activitics; to assist pilgrims; to promote religious and racial concord by social gatherings,
culturat exhibitions, public performances, me’diiation, yoga practices etc'.

The Hindu Cultural Centre Hall in Kandy is the only one of its kind in the
Island, and 1 wish to congratulate the Central Province Hindu Association, and especi
ally its dynamic President, Mr. A. Duraisamypillai, for this unparalleled achievement.

Asoka Gardens,
Kandy.

‘P. €. Cbaian
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With best wishes from

n
Sharp Centre Ltd.,

1068, Qnd Cfo_ss Street,v

COLOMBO-11.

Phone: (1-28995
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- With fBest Wishes From:

Saratha Stores

196, Main Street,

Colombo - 11.

DIAL: 01-21740
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New Lanka Stores

209, Colombo Street,

Kandy.

Phone: 08-22527
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Message from the Dresident of the
Mahanuwara Young Men's Buddhist Association

Mahanuwara Young Men’s Buddhist Asso-
ciation of Kandy has the greatest pleasure to
announce its appreciation and good-will on the
occasion of the ceremonial opening of the Hindu
Cultural Centre at Peradeniya Road, Kardy, to
cater to the needs of the pilgrims visiting this
Holy City and the general public irrespective of
Caste, Creed or Nationality and thereby pave a

path for better understanding among them

We wish the Central Province Hindu
Association all success in this well deserving

social need.

cp‘ L. Sena Alwis
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REGAL HARDWARES

HARDWARE MERCHANTS & ESTATE SUPPLIERS

40, Srimath Bennet Soysa Vidiya,
kandy.

Tphone: 08-22815




From the Chairman,
National Council of
VY. M M. Ao of
Sri Lanka - Central Lone . . . .

7, Rajapihilla Mawatha,
KANDY.

It is with sincere pleasure that I give this message
on behalf of the Young Men’s Muslim Associations in
the Central Zone on the significant occasion of the
opening of the Hindu Cultural Centre in Kandy. We
warmly congratulate the Central Province Hindu
Association for having conceived and established such
a magnificient centre in Kandy. We are particalarly
pleased to know that the Hindu Association has
transcended the confines of a community and in
making available the facilities at the centre to all com.
munities. This is indeed a tangible and meaningful’
step in promoting better understanding on fellowship
amongstthe communities in our country.

“We wish the Central Province Hindu Association
all success in this laudable project and wish to assure
it our fullest co-operation and goodwill.

Dr A. S. Dsmail
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WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM:

| A. Mohamed Cassim & Co.,

HARDWARE MERCHANTS
34, Colombo Street,

KANDY.

Dial: 08-22415




Message from the Dresident,

Kandy Catholic Bssociation

It is with great pleasure that I send this Fraternal Greetings
on behalf of the Roman Catholic Commurity of Kandy on the occasion
of the Ceremonial Opening of the Hindu Cultural Centre.

It is a significant and fortunate event that Sri Lanka is the
home of four great Religions of the World - Hinduism, Christianity,
Buddhism and Islam. Religion should never be an instrument of
division disunity or dissension among us because there are more basic
and fundamental principles that unite all of us rather than those that
divide us

All our religious traditions teach us the brotherhood and
equality of all human beings and they inspire us to work together to
build a society where there would be justice, equality, unity, peace,
harmony and love among all sectors of our society irrespective of race,
language, creed caste, or class.

We the Roman Catholics of the City of Kandy will always be
prepared to work with our Hindu, Buddhist, and Islamic brethren to
achieve these objectives. It is my firm hope that this Cultural Hall
will be a Centre of unity not only for our Hindu Brethren but for all
members of other communities as well. We are indeed very happy to
note that this Cultural Centre has fulfilled a long felt need in the
Central Province.

I take this opportunity to extend to you our cordial and best
wishes on this important occasion.

Cpalph J. Melder
Kandy Catholic Association,
Cross Street,
Kandy.
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gfom the ?reoident,
y. M. C. A, 1andy

I send this message to the Souvenir in connec-
tion with the opening of the Hindu Cultural
Centre, Kandy

A very long felt need in Kandy is being fulfilled,
for this Centre will be catering to the needs of
pilgrims of all classes and creeds who will visit
Kandy.

The hall is also to be used for Programmes,
Meetings and Seminars to create a better under-
standing among the various religious groups in
Kandy.

On behalf of the Board of Directors and the
members of the Kandy Y. M. C. A. I have very
great pleasure in sending fraternal Greetings and
Good Wishes.

e. J. Senanayake

Y. M. C. A,
Kandy.
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128, Third Cross Street,

COLOMBO 11.
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KARNAT TEXTILES
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A0ith beot compliments from:

CEYLON PRODUCE CENTRE

185, Old Moor Street,
COLOMBO 12.

Dial: 35475

EXPORTERS OF:
ARECANUTS HANDICRAFTS
CINNAMON MEDICINAL HERBS
CLOVES MILLET SEEDS
CLOVES STEMS MICA SCRAPS
CARDAMOMS PEPPER
COCA BEANS PAPAIN
COFFEE BEANS SESAME SEEDS
'CHARCOAL TEA

ESSENTIAL OILS

&
IMPORTERS
a n d

LETCHUMI JEWELLERS DUMBERA SAW MILLS CARDAMOM STORES
43, Kotugodella Vidiya WATTEGAMA 57, Main Street,
KANDY WATTEGAMA

Dial: 239 Dial: 241
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From the Joint Editors’ Pen....
The Hindu Cultural Centre, Kandy.

The ceremonial opening of the Hindu Cultural Centre at Peradeniya Road,
Kandy, by Mr. A. Duraisamy Pillai J. P., the President of the Central Province Hindu
Association, on this memorable day of 12th June, 1983, opens a new chapter in the
history of the Central Province Hindu Association, and of the Hindus of the Hill
Country. The presence of Mr. E. L. Senanayake M. P. as the Guest of Honour adds
lustre.

The Central Province Hindu Association is the lineal descendant of the Ther
Thiruvila Sabhai which was formed in 1963 solely for the purpose of conducting the
annual Ther (Chariot) festival of the Sri Selva Vinayagar Temple at Katukelle, Kandy, in
the month of Panguni (corresponding to the English February- March). As the activi-
ties of this Sabhai (Society) expanded and the name was found to be inappropriate to
cover the new activities as well, at the instance and persuasion of Mr. P, T. Rajan J.P.,
a new body to be known as the Central Province Hindu Association was inaugurated in
1970. Mr. A. Duraisamypillai was unanimously elected as the first President The
Counstitution for this Body was drafted by Mr A. C. Vadivel. With the march of time,
this Association has grown from strength to strength, and today it stands as a beacon
light to guide and inspire the Hindus of the Central Province. Mts unique position and
status among the Hindus received recognition at the hands of the Government by the
appointment of three of its Office - bearers, namely, the President, the Hony. General
Secretary and one of the Hony. Assistant General Secretaries as members of the Hindu
Religious Affairs Advisory Board The Association was also declared an Approved
Charity for purposes of exemption from income tax. The members of this Association
are drawn from all walks of life- Businessmen, Professionals, Government Servants, Bank
and Mercantile Employees, Members of the Teaching Staff, Students and the General
Public. The aims and objects of the Association, as set out in the Constitution, are
inter alia: (i) to promote and cultivate the knowledge, values and way of life of
Hinduism among its adherents, (ii) to work for better understanding among the Hindus,
the Buddhists and the other religious communities in the area, and (iii) to establish a
Cultural Centre to further the religious activities of the Hindus.

In the furtheranee of its aims, its members participate in the spectacular festival
of the Kandy Esala Perahera by (a) providing musicians and dance troupe to the
Kataragama Devale and (b) proceeding in procession with trays of jasmine flowers
from the Kataragama Devale to the Sri Dalada Maligawa with sraditional Hindu music
on the first day of the Randoli Perahera to offer homage to the Blessed One. We have
maintained the most cordial relationship with the Diyawadana Nilames. This cordial
relationship is in keeping with our belief and conviction that efforts of this nature will
accelerate the process of building a united Sri Lanka.

The Hindu Cultural Centré is: for the purpose"of (a) catering to the needs of
pilgrims of all classes and creeds who. visit Kandy, especially during the festival seasons,
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(b) ensuring a regular source of income to meet the needs of the Centre and its activities
by way of hiring the Hall for religious, social and cultural functions, and (c) providing
facilities to encourage the Hindus to take part in the religious and cultural activities and
to work for better understanding among the Hindus, the Buddhists, the Christians, the
Muslims and other religious communities in the area. Towards the fulfilment of this
purpose, the Association bought a piece of land in Peradeniya Road, Kandy, and on
8-9-74 a at simp’e ceremony the name~board of the Centre was unveiled by the then
Diyawadana Nilame, Mr. H. B. Udurawana, and Mrs. Udurawana. Once the land
was bought the next stage was the drawing up of a suitable plan for the building, The
advice of Dr. A. C. Visvalingam, an eminent Fngineering Consultant, was sought, and
he "gladly gave an outline of a plan, which was unanimously accepted by the General
Committee of the Association. The architect was Mr. Surangith de Silva, senior partner
of the well-known Firm of Chartered Architects, the Design Group Five.

On 17-4-76, after a special pooja at the Sri Selva Vinayagar Temple, Katukelle,
the members of the Association went in procession to the site, and at the auspicious
time between 10 .40 a. m. and 12 noon the cutting of the first sod under the leadership
of the President. Mr. A. Duraisamypillai, took place. This-was followed by the laying
of the foundation stone on 5-5-76 by Mr Duraisamypillai.

The building, together with the land, fittings, furnishings, etc has cost the
Association the princely sum of Rupees Thirty lakhs. We are glad to place on record
that it was possible to collect this amount thanks to the enthusiasm of our members and
the generosity of the members of the Hindu Community in particular and the members
of the other communities in general, in Kandy, Colombo, and other parts of Sri Lanka.

To all those who have laboured hard sacrificing their time and energy, to all
those who have contributed generously in kind and cash, to all those who have given us
their blessings and advice, to all those who have helped us in whatever measure, to
realise our dream of havieg a permanent building of our own, in the fulpness and sincerity
of our hearts we would like to say:

“THANK YOU?™”

If | had-no_sense of humour, the attacks | have had to face would have killed
me long ago. But, | have a living faith in GOD, and so long as He guides my footsteps,
I do not care what people say about me. This is what keeps me going. "

— Mahatma Gandhi.
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With best wishes from:

DECCA SAREE HOUSE
121, Third Cros% Street,

COLOMBO 11.

Phone: 24671
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Highlights of the Central Province Mindu Assoclation
by
A. C. Vadivel

(Note by the Joint Editors:— Since his undergraduate days at the University of
Peradeniya, Mr. A. C. Vadivel has identified himself closely with the social, cultural
and religious activities of his brethren in Kandy. He was one of the founding mem-
bers of The Highland Welfare Youth League. Later, along with his former teacher»
Mr. P. T. Rajan J. P,, he was one of those responsible for the formation of the Central
Province Hindu Association. While the idea of such an Association originated in the
fertile mind of Mr, Rajan, it was Mr. Vadivel who gave iv a Constitution, which has
stood the test of time, and guided the Association particularly during its formative
years. He is, therefore, eminently qualified to write this article.

Mr. Vadivel is a silent worker who, both by his example and precept, urges
and inspires others to do things in a disciplined and systematic manner, himself always
Temaining in the background.)

An assessment of the achievements of the Central Province Hindu Association
cannot be made except in the coatext of its origin in the “ THER THIRUVILAH
SABHAL™, of the Katukelle Sri Selva Vinayagar Temple, established on 2 -3 - 1963. The
Ther Thiruvilah Sabhai was a body of worshippers created for the conduct of the
Ther Thiruvilah, or in local parlance, the Chariot Festival.

The above body came into being when the original Upayakarar or the Sponsor,
i e. the person who enjoys the right to conduct that festival and who conducts that
festival at his own cost, found it difficult to do so owing to escalating costs, Hence he
approached Mr. A. Duraisamy Pillai, a leading businessman and the Proprietor of
Saraswathy Stores, Kandy, with a view to persuading him to take over the Upayam and
conduct that festival. It was at this juncture a historical decision was made to conduct
that festival, not in the name of an individual Upayakarar or of an exclusive group of
them only, but by a body whose membership was open to all interested Hindus of
Kandy. It then became a public responsibility. This step laid the foundation for the
establishmoent of the Ther Thiruvilah Sabhaij which subsequently flowered into the
Ceatral Prrovince Hindu Association. The Ther Thiruvilah Sabhai functioned from 1963
to 1970.

The next historical step was taken when in the same year the Hindus of Kandy
woder the auspices of the Ther Thiruvilah abhai organised the first ceremonial process-
ion to the Sri Dalada Maligawa to Pay their homage to the Sacred Tooth Relic on the
First day of the Randoli Perahera just prior to its commencement. This was made
possible through the good offices of the then Visa Officer (and later the Assistant High
Commissioner for India in Kandy) Mr. T. V. Ramkrishna Rao. Mr. Rao was perhaps
the most helpful diplomat sent by the Indian Government to Kandy. It was he who
obiained the blessings of the then Mahanayake Theros of the Malwatte and Asgiriya
Chapters to this innovation. With the ready and warm hearted co-operation of the then
Diyawadana Nilame H. L. Ratwatte Dissawe this event was ushered. Mr. Rao was not
content with the pesition of the people of Indian Origin in Sri Lanka being merely
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subjects of this land. He was very particular to see this section of the peeple identify.
tag themselves with the aspirations of the majority community and then demonstrating
1t in no uncertain terms. To this day this practice of paying homage to the Sacred Tooth
Relic is continued by the Central Province Hindu Association. Messrs. PL. Andiyappan
and R. Vasudevan were instrumental in making this event a very successful one.

Another important step was taken in the year 1967 when the Ther Thiruvilah
Sabhai in concurrence with the Upayakarar of the Sivarathiri Festival began to organise
devotional fuactions, ultimately invelving school children, to draw attention to the
significance of Sivarathri to the Hindus. This continues to be a very popular event even
today. Credit should go to Messrs. C. Nadarajah, K. K. Mathiaparanam and
R. Vasudevan for organising and making this function so successful and popular.

The year 1970 witnessed the formal establishment of the Central Province Hindu
Association in succession to the Ther Thiruvilha Sabhai. A Constitution with well
defined Aims and Objects and Rules was adopted and Office Bearers were elected in
accordance with it. While the writer had the privilege of drawing up the Constitution
and h:lping in procedural matters the real force behind the establishment of this Associat-
ion was, suprisingly enough, a Christian Gentleman He persisted in his efforts for over
Five years before the members accepted the value of his advice and implemented it.
He is none other than our one and only Hony. Member Mr. P.T. Rajan, J. P, 1t was
he who conceived the name Ceatral Province Hindu Association and emphasized
Mr. Rao’s point of view that this Association should have as one of its prime Objects
the working in colloboration with other religious groups with a view to fostering inter
communal harmony and goodwill His motive was plain and simple. Being a person
of [adian origin, like the vast majority of the Hindus of this area and who has like the
rest of us adopted this land as his own, he was anxious to see that we all merge with
the matrix of the national mainstream. It was his firm belief that it will not be through
politics or Trade Union efforts but through Religious activities alone this could be
achieved.

The Central Province Hindu Association was formed with eighteen members of
the Ther Thiruvilha Sabhai on 31-7-70. Mr. A. Duraisamy Pillai who was the President

of the Ther Thiruvilha Sabhai from 1963 to 1970 was elected ‘the First President of the
Central Province Hindu Association and has been leading it to date. M. Duraisamy
Pillai is a man of raw courage and unrelenting determination. Whether right or wrong
he makes his decisions and implements them with a mixture of coaxing and cajoling.
Much more important is his capacity to draw around him a group of reasonably devoted
people and hold them together.

) Mr. Daraisamy Pillai has been loyally supported by Mr. K. Sellamuth
functioned as the Hony. Secretary to the Ther Thiruvilah Sabhai from its inclelngg

and subsequently as the Hony. General Secretary of the Ceatral Province Hindu Associ-
ation to date. Messrs. S. M. Doraisamy and P. Nadesan have been Vice Presidents of
this Association from its inception and have stood by him throughout, Mr. PL. Andiyappan
Bad assisted him in his capacity as the Association’s Hony. General Treasurer and now
as one of its Vice Presidents. Then of course there are, the grand old Vice President
Mr. V. Letchumanapillai, the hard working Mr. K. K. Mathiaparanam, the popular and
doquent Mr. C. Nadarajah, the irrepressible publicity man Mr, K, P. Sivam, the humble
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Mr. R. Vasudevan, the backroom man Mr. V. Sellathurai, and the experienced and ever
willing Mr. T. Sivasubramaniam and almost all of them have been assisting and helping
the President from the inception of the Ther Thiruvilha Sabhai. Our Hony, Member
Mr. P. T. Rajan was and is both a confidant and trouble shooter for him. \

The year® 1974/75 was a very significant one in the growth of the Central
Province Hindu Association. More than 50 perches of land was purchased for the
Association along Peradeniya Road, Kandy, with a view to putting up a Hall for its
use, There was provision in the constitution for the establishment of a Hall for conduc-
ting religious activities of the Hindus as well. But the real urge was the need to put up
a hall with all facilities for conducting weddings in the real Hindu style. However, it
was pointed out to the members -that it was not worth spending so much money on a
mere wedding hall. So it was finally decided to establish a Hindu Cultural Centre Hall
where not oaly real Hindu style weddings could be conducted and where Hindu religious
and cultural activities could be organised but where opportunities for the promotion of
racial and religious harmony would be provided by virtue of it being available for the
activities of other religious, racial and even secular groups so long as such activities are
not in conflict with the Objects and Rules of the Association. The intention to establish
the Hindu Cultural Centre was publicised with *he ceremonial unveiling of the Name
Board by the then Diyawadana Nilame Mr. H. B. Udurawana and his gracious wife.
This was followed by obtaining competent advice, plans and tender specifications for the
construction of the Hall and the awarding of the contract. This same yecar amendments
were made to the Constitution making provisions for the establishment of a Board of
Trustees and of the Kaady Young Men’s Hindu Association (K. Y.M.H.A.) as an
affiliate of the Central Province Hindu Association.

The year 1975/76 saw the establishment of the Board of Trustees with the
President as the Chairman and Four others as members. The land purchased on behalf
on the Association was transferred to the Board of Trustees on 5-12-1975,

This was followed by the establishment of the Kandy Young Men’s Hindu
Association on 15-2-1976 as the body affiliated to the Central Province Hindu Associ-
ation, with the President of the latter Association as its Patron and one of its Vice
Presidents Mr. P. Nadesan as its Vice Patron and guiding hand and assisted by Messys.
S. Sivalingam and T. Sivasubramaniam as the Joint Secretaries to the sub committee
overseeing the activities and functions of the K. Y. M. H. A. Mr. C, Nadarajah one of the
Assistant General Secretaries of the C. P.H. A. was elected the President of the
K Y. M. H. A. and led the Association for a period of 6 years. Mr. Nadarajah demon-
strated, within the few years he was the President, how a group of dedicated and
disciplined young men could achieve wonders within the limited objectives and resources
and curtailed powers of the K.Y.M.H.A. He was assisted by Mr. S, Sarangapany as
Hoay. Secretary. The other notable members were Messrs. M. Periyasamy, 8.
Shanmugarajah, V. P. Chelliah and M. Sunderalingam. The younger and the older
generations were able to work without any conflict of interests and in a manner comple-
mentary to one another with the C.P.H. A. concentrating in religious and cultural
matters and the K.Y.M.H.A. concentrating in sports and social work. If only the

Generally refers to the period August to July.
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young could be led the way Mr. Nadarajah did there could not be a so called generation
gap in any society. Now the respoasibility of continuing the good work of Mr. Nadarajah
has been entrusted to Messrs R. Vaithilingam and P. Rajanathan.

That year also saw the First concrete steps taken for the construction of the
Hindu Cultural Ceatre Hall. The First Sod was cut on 17-4-76 and the ceremonial
laying of the foundation stone was done on 5-5-76 by Mr. Duraisamy Pillai, the
President.

There was also another significant achievement during this period. This was
getting the approval of the then Honourable Minister of Finance for the Hindu Cultural
Centre Hall projeet to be made an Approved Charity for purposes of exemption from
Income Tax. The Gazette Notification was made on 10-6-1976, We are not aware of
any other Association or Institution of the Hindus of the Hill Country having obtained
this concession. Credit must be given to the efforts made by our former Hony. Auditor
Mr. K. T. Suntheramoorthy and our member Mr. M. Rasiah for this rare aechievement.

The year 1976/77 saw the steady rise of the Hindu Cultural Centre Hall till it
came to a standstill as a result of the communal riots of August 1977.

The year 1977/78 commenced with the spread of communal riots all over the
island. However thanks to the initiative taken by our President Mr. A, Duraisamy
Pillai, the Hony. General Secretary Mr. K. Sellamuthu and the Hony. Member Mr. P. T.
Rajan a meeting of the prominent Tamils of the arca was held and the decision was made
to organise relief work. That responsibility was entrusted by them to the writer as the
representative of the C.P. H. A. and to Mr. C. Nadarajah as the representative of the
K. Y. M. H. A. Although it was not strictly an Association affair the fact remains that not
only was the initiative taken by them but their members bore the brunt of the burden
- with the wholehearted cooperation of the Tamils of this area.

Bven though work could net recommence at the Hindu Cultural Centre Hall owing
to a multiplicity of causes, the year 1977/78 witnessed the growing stature of our Association
in that the Minister of Cultural Affairs, the Honourable E.L.B. Hurulle appointed
as many as Three members of our Association to the Advisory Board on Hindu Affairs,
They were our President Mr. A. Duraisamy Pillai, the Hony. General Secretary Mr.
K. Sellamuthu and the Hony. Assistant General Secretary Mr. T. Sivasubramaniam.
They served the Board for the Three years 1978, 79 & 80.

The years 1978/79, 1979/80 and 1980/81 were years of anxiety and frustration
for the Association and its memb:rs owing to the slow, faulting and painful progress made
with the construction of the Hall. The greatest challenge was the erecting of the roofing
structure which was finally completed thanks to the intervention and assistance given by
our member Mr. A.C. Rasiah. Thereafter, the work of completing the Hall was handed
over to a new contractor.

The delay inthe completion of the Hall multiplied the cost. The problem: of
raising the funds posed the greatest challenge. But this challenge was successfully met
by our members with fund raising campaigns spearheaded by the Hony. General
Treasurer Mr. V. Marimuthu and the Assistant General Treasurers Mr. S. Ganapathy
and Mr. M, Ramasamy. They helped raise the additional amount.
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While paying tributes to the giants it might not be out of place to say a word
of appreciation about Messrs, P, Shanmugam and S. Vasanthakumar, both members
of the K. Y. M. H. A, While they made use of the opportunity during i1he construction of
the above Hall to obtain apprenticeship in the building trade they also assisted our
Association with supervisory work at the site by assisting Mr. R. Vasudevan, our
member, who was the Association’s Site Representative.

The older generation has, under the leadership of Mr. A. Duraisamy Pillai,
delivered the goods, Now the challenge is for the younger generation to build a religio-
cultural edifize on the basis of the foundation laid by them and in keeping with our
community’s contribution for the economic welfare and prosperity of the istand.

SUBHAM!
MANGALAM!!

HINDUISM

“Hinduism was not founded by any particular prophet,
as in the case of ali other world religions. It contains the
accumulated wisdom collected from the spiritual experiences
of many Rishis, Sages and Saints of India We call it a revealed
religion for the simple reason that it contains the priceless
truths discovered by self-realised men and women. - It does
not claim any monopoly of truth ner does it dogmatically
assert that man can achieve final emancipation only through
a particular path prescribed by it It makes due allowance
for the different temperaments of human beings and for the
varying stages of evolution in which they are. In this way,
it proves scientific as well The very first scripture, Rig Veda,
makes the declaration: ‘Fkam Sat Vipra Bahutha Vadanthi®
..+... ‘That which exists is one, men ecall it by various
names’. *’

— K. Ramachandra, Editor “Religious Digest”.
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V. K. M. Nagalingam & Sons

Jewellers & Radio, Television & Watch Dealers

97, Colombo Street,

KANDY.

Telephone: ©08-23108
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With the best compliments of :

RATNAMS

2nd Cross Street,

COLOMBO-11.

Phone: 01.20406
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WITH BEST WISHES FROM :

GENTS CORNER

Wholesale & Retail Textile Dealers

149, Main Street,

COLOMBO-11.

Phone; 01-25810
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WITH BEST WISHES FROM:

/
Radheka Textiles

Wholesale & Retail Dealers in Textiles

421, 2nd Cross Street,

COLOMBO-11.

T'phone: 01-25866




1982—198310 s B p@  Hunddsius o umugdsst (Anri)

Wramb, saad o uguy &val o u@Ly

8G. Qe mLETZT (0psDai) . uy susBaud (Waoai)

»  Gur Grrgmrger
5 &, U. Aeutd
» S A lrwefwub

s Ga&. 6. rnwend

wrGEHmr e u@eg

Ge. mgrgm

&. &N, wHAUTUTawrtd
8. ysogur

&. 1. faud

8. 8. Aasiroafiubd (pgoar)

sy & &T. W HWTLYTFLD
s Brr. s Ggeuer

» . FHBSTALSD

»  @UT BrTLBT S

Bhm swrdary G st L §5

A®. 9. sorerBAadn (soai) .

s B Deoeipsal

” mal. umfﬂ@;i:gj 7
s . 6. Qe swenri9er %

”

s QU BCLgar

5 G (. SOTEMD »s
» UL, S eriy uiiLer

»  QU. WEHEGLIT v
DO EASITIW-

39

» &.osorud »

s (p. TrEmLO

2y

(115)

ugneh MBa 2 u@Eeg

. Quilusmif

6{9 Q& ans 1 e %
& & T WHUTUY oD
Y. &bGreitisn
U, sihisCard

Qu. G &owr

oD, @rrenewr

&. U. Slab

o, Trwemd

8. Quilwsmid

& GQausrernigens



With best wishes from :

_—

/
KAYDY TRACTOR & MOTOR SPARES

Agents for Sri Lanka Tractor Corporation
and
General Merchants

(calers in: Massey Ferguson, & Ford Tractor Spares' & Implements

688, Colombo Street,
RANDY.

Dial: 08-22894
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b _H & 1 Irons

*  Stainless-Sheets

* MS Plates
* GI, Steam cond
#  MS Flat Iron

etc., etc,,

COLOMBO-12

Phone : 35468, 28614

With best wishes from

MODERN HARONARE GENTR

Importers & Wholesale Dealers in :

* Heavy Hardware ltems

* MS Channel Iron
* MS Angles upto heavy size

®  Aluminium Sheets

* MS Rounds upto 6 Diameter

43, Abdul Jabbar Mawatha
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{
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Uith the best compliments of

AJANTHA HARDWARE STORES

43, Colombo Ntreet,
KANDY.,

PHONE: 08-23398
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SOUVENIR COMMITTEE
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. C. Nadarajah . sc. } Joint

T. Sivasubramaniam Editors

A. Duraisamypillai 7. ».
Advisors

P. T. Rajan 5. ».

K. Sellamuthu

V. Marimuthu

S. M. Doraisamy s, ».
A. C. Vadivel

V.S. M. Ramasamy
M. Arumugam

K. P. Sivam

P. Rajanathan

K. K. Mathiaparanam
R. Vythilingam

K. V. Ramasamy
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A0ith Beot Complimento of:

JEWELLERS & PAWN BROKERS

56, D. S. Senanayake Vidiya,

KANDY.

DIAL: 08-23015
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THE CENTRAL PROVINCE HINDU ASSOCIATION
By
Mr. V. SIVA SUPRAMANIAM

Former Judge of the Supreme Court;
President, All-Ceylon Hindu Congress

The Central Province Hindu Association has, in recent years, taken a very keen
and active interest in the promotion of the welfare of the people of Kandy. Although
the primary objective of the Association is the religious and cultural well-being of the Hindus
of Kandy and the neighbouring districts, it has embraced within the scope of its activitie$
the development of inter-religious amity, This is a step in the right direction as “from
the Rishis or Seers of the Upanishads down to Tagore and Gandhi the Hindu has
acknowledged that Truth wears vestures of many colours and speaks in strange tongues.
- .. . e . . Hinduism is wholly free from the strange obsession of some
faiths that the acccptance of a particular religious metaphysic is necessary for salvation,
and non-acceptance thereof is a heinous sin meriting eternal punishment in hell*
(Radhakrishnan) Hinduism’s scheme of salvation is not limited to those who hold a
particular view of God’s nature and worship. It is therefore quite fitting that
inter-religious harmony should engage the active attention of the Hindu Association.

Among the objectives of the Association is the provision of facilities to all pilgrims
who YVisit Kandy, irrespective of class or creed. The religious and cultural activities
of the Association have, for many years, given an opportunity to the Hindus of the area
to get together and not only develop mutual understanding but also, in some measure,
promote their spiritual improvement.

The work carried on by the Association received recognition at the hands of the
Government authorities by the appoiment of three of its Office-bearers, namely, the President
Mr. A, Duraisamypillai J. P., the Secretary Mr. K. Sellamuthu, and the Assistant Secretary
Mr. T. Sivasubramaniam as members of the Advisory Board on Hindu religious and
cultural affairs, for some years. The contributions of these representatives to the discussions
on the various matters that came up for consideration by the Board were much appreciated.

The Association was handicapped considerably in carrying out its activities by the
want of a permanent building of its own. This handicap has now been remedied by the
determined and tireless efforts of its members and the generous help of the members of the
public. I have no doubt that the spacious building which has now been constructed, the
various amenities that are proposed to be provided therein and the programmes that are
planned to be carried out will enable the Hindu Cultural Centre to cater adequately to the
social and spiritual needs of the Hindus of Kandy and its suburbs for very many years to

come.

May the Lord shower His blessings on the Centre.
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With the best compliments of :

BEETER VIDEO CLUB

VISIT FOR YOUR
LATEST VIDEO MOVIES IN
Tamil, Hindi & English

Vv \Y)
237 1/6, Main Street, 94, Colombo Street,
COLOBO-11. KANDY.

Dial: 01-548664 " Dial: 08-23399
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WITH BEST WISHES FROM:

V

JEWEL

MANAMAGAL

PALACE

( Air - Conditioned )

91, SEA STREET

DIAL:

- COLOMBO - 1.

01-31409
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BADIAS TEATILES

58, Colombo Street,

KANDY.

Dial:  08-23595
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WITH BEST WISHES FROM:

WELCOME TRADERS Ltd.

WHOLESALE TEXTILE MERCHANT

68, 2nd CROSS STREET,

COLOMBO -11.

PHONE: 01!/ 23453
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- With best wishes from :

SANTHA TEXITILES

212, MAIN STREET,

COLOMBO-11.
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DIAL: 08- 23277
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88D, Kotugodella Vidiya,
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DIAL: 08- 23277
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With the Compliments of:

Dealers in:

® PROVISIONS
® GROCERIES
® EGGS
@ FROZEN FOODS
etc.

Dial: 22935

j'UOIV* o> ;->=u-|2mn|

172, COLOMBO STREET - KANDY.
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THE “THER” FESTIVAL IN KANDY

By
T. SIVASUBRAMANIAM

The Ther festival of Sri Selva Vinayagar Temple, Katukelle, Kandy, is one of
the most spectacular festivals in Kandy. It takes place in the Hindu month of Panguni
(corresponding to the English February - March). It is conducted under the auspices
of the Central Province Hindu Association for the last several years on a grand scale
and is witnessed by more than 50,000 people from alil religions. Before the Ther starts
on its journey through the principal streets of Kandy, which are gaily decorated for
the occasion, distinguished personages from all communities come to the temple at the
invitation of the Association and seek the blessings of the deities.

Sri Selva Vinayagar Temple is one of the most prominent temples in the Central
Province. Though essentially a Hindu temple, its doors are open to the members of
all faiths. It may be mentioned in this connection that the Basanayake Nilames of
the four Devales during the course of the Day Perahera of the Kandy FEsala Perahera,
on the way back to the Sri Dalada Maligawa after the ‘water cutting® ceremony at
Getambe, make a traditional stop at the Sri Selva Vinayagar Temple.

Vinayagar is the eidest son of Lord Shiva and His consort Parvathi, and is
worshipped as the deity with the elephant’s head. To the Buddhists He is Gana
Deviyo and is given an honoured place im Buddhist Temples.

Vinayagar is also referred to as Vigneshwarar or the Lord of Obstacles. He ig
quick to take offence and place obstacles when He is igoored. Hence, no Hindu
religious ceremony will start without first invoking the blessing of Vinayagar. When
Valli, the Veddah girl, refused te respond to the advances of Murugan (younger brother
of Vinayagar) in the forest of Kataragama, it was to Vinayagar that Murugan appealed
for assistance; and, assistance came in the form of an elephant charging Valli, who
then had no alternative but to run into the arms of her wooer Murugan for protection
and matrimonial bliss.

Vinayagar is also addressed as Adibhagawan. He is the first one that ever
manifested in the mind from the first word AUM, the sacred Manthra He is also
known as Ganapathy because He is the Lord of the five elements The following
passage from a recent publication of >wami Pratyagatm:nada Saraswathy of Calcutta
explains the deep significance .of the mystic figure of Vinayagar :-

«The mystic figure of Vinayaga or Ganesha is a living symbol or image of
Omesara. Ganesha wears the head of an elephant and as such the trunk occupies
a prominent position in the figure. This holds a deep significance. In the
variously inspired images of Omkara, the trunk is formed depictcd in three
different and distinct postures: sometimes it is up-raised, sometimes it hangs
forward in the natural manner and again it is shown in the middle as a double trunk
in which the ends are curled up and down. The first symbolises the movement of
creation or evolution; the second that of dissolution or involition; and the third the
natural nexus or the ground of equipoise between the two.”
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The programme at the temple on the day of this Ther festival is as under :—

In the morning there is a Maha Abhiskekam (holy bath), and special pooja to
the “Panjamoorthies’ , after which the images of Vinayagar and Murugan with the latter’s
consorts Valli and Theivayanai will be placed in the first or foremost Ther; that of
Semaskanader Moortham in the second or major Ther; and those of Raja-Rajeswari and
Sundareswarar in the last Ther All these deities will be gaily bedecked with priceless jewels,
gold ornaments and fragrant garlands The three Therus will move majestically along the
principal streets of Kandy, with traditional Hindu music and pageantry.

«t Love and God are different sayeth the fools;
That Love alone is God no one knows **

(Saint Thirumooler)

“DHARMISTA “

« There was no chance for beneficence,

‘as there was absolutely no poverty in the land;
There was no grandeur'of heroic deeds,

as there were no enemies to fight against;
There was no glory for the virtue of truth,

since none addicted to falsehood existed there;
There was no name or fame for learnedness,

for all men were free from ignorance by their

contact with the wise men of the land.”
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QOith beot wishes ﬁrom:

KANJANAD

WHOLESALE DEALERS IN TEXTILES

199, 2nd Cross Street,'

COLOMBO - 11.

Biat:  08-36970
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Centre

170, Colombo Street,

KANDY.

Dial: 22935
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With best compliments from :

Sri Haran Hardware

DEALERS IN:

General Hardware Faints & Rice Huller's Spares

182, Colombo Street,

KANDY.

Phone: 08-.23750 Grams: ‘SRI HARANS’
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With the best compliments of:

il

THILAKAMS —

RETAIL & WHOLESALE DEALERS IN TEXTILES

188, Main Street,

COLOMBO 11.

Dial.: 01.25338
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| Woith best compliments Irom:

N /

/
\, -/
\ /

HAYLEYS LIMITED

P. O. Box 70,
400, Deans Road,

COLOMBO-10.

Telephone: 01-596331-6 (6lines) Telegrams; HAYKEN - (Colombo)
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With best wishes irom:

Vilasimi & Co.

IMPORIERS, EXPORTERS
DEALERS IN TEXTILES AND UMBRELLAS

148, Keyzer Street,

COLOMBO 1i.

Phone : 24719 - 34488 : Cable: “VILASINI”
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~ WITH THE BEST COMPLIMENTS OF:

Ceylon Trading Centre

123, Old Moor Street,

COLOMBO 12.

Telephone: 01-26876
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UOith the beost compliments o} :

GOLD STAR TEXTILES

Wholesale & Retail Dealers in Textiles

:

95, Third Cross Street,

COLOMBO 11.










WHBW TSI G)h & Tt nEBaT 556510 Quyanyreis
Dbgbatnis 19y FHHFHHguiuGh v













LEITITY 23 8 ) & ba LOT 10631 | & ) 601 it THGHT0 Quy
@) b &1 s By 195 555 & g it d 50

amy ¥ 6







WSTMSEFH T HougnsHMN  of Lorayio
Hmapamy 10%THIGiD

— &. &N. LOFHWITLIY 60T LD

[B%manRfwi sefsit & iy — Béiurfu sSevurffui . 5. &r. wHurLTomb
whHu wrerar @iH wrwapsHa  HGrEL HusSsutaEndr Qruir. G o
wel pib AGLECHT b sLSHaGh AaurrsSA s, Apyep vsisr® Curaip sww
@uutsd Apiurs soLOup QuAgh . galuerarnf.]

WHSW TETETSEST % BEFTHL searg wrpsfe aurapd @BG LESEHS
Qser qi @QGg swrdsmy Bivwgms, wHSu wremew @b LOTLOGT DL Quigsepuws i
Sy et s119 Quaptn H iy alpr  pLSguemsul® prd Wseud QUL sweni_
&erGupd.  Guoprng werpb gewg sww Grmeemw @& Fww aie 2 LIGD ApeLD
QrudL®s$s umHng.

GBS LU YITRSaTTS, 1SS DTHTes @G omwer pSBetr < Sraldd
waET SagrsSM Apr, sy GG wf Qsdor Aprwsi YowsSe Opss wem
G poL Quipny w@Spg. oprea UrbISs BLSPu sTws S &8 HshéPser,
sSTUTFRsmSear, Fow Quésdsar BLSglusnETE  Gerapby, wrphLiimeTh,
ety Gurerp Qevelyiseledms g smer &8 esisr S ss BEpiDador pL G
Covatrig ulm 551

SLbS 12 Yawpsarnrs wivwussg wrawauisefler sww Y leweunh, S&s
Bploruph, aeriéQuen_wiQsind Qrrésiors GTLDG| LOGTMID, Sl LT L &8
QYGTGT LITLFT&%Y DT eui&@héE &b siLiuined s g @eedpreva ss Aplirs sL_é8
GBS ng . @delpreler sy T L &8 syerer Qbg SCreyL LT FTEY, sy,
Oueimser o wirsr Lri_gmdy, so@TWET wHali umL &miy, SWTSSQuUT SO LET
& g Swrewib, HACFrer ol SBwreowh, wHwTe s&user algQurewh, Lehs S
e so@rd, SNsgassdard, CumiGn’ Guersdr &warf, Qraga® sp
wer 9% Purewd, Lals HbGsrelumt wsali sd @i HSw urLsriwstng Qs s
wremres wremredwiisefler Fwwl Guiasser, el Tl Q&6r, &&sT STr GFLmser,
LSS urL_dvssr YW Hopé@adr @uib Quipgy Gu i ~alpraveud S pLiLiew_uig
QeiiGlerpar.  wopd : wliussmssd Gsiss @Q@ss adveyiaen Waab <27 ou g GIL_6iT
@deiprefier Lbig DL sEiseT 5% ES i Qeafllini® s eumSlesr peri-. . HGavr
Slwa evieisr slveowulwrar wvws Gss Guallarmgd  Cuping ofprad he QL
b 2 gail Qsuig ol ws Qg a@Ser merr. @ F@ev WS Lo e e G
Fow Yayb, @ss &dvuLb euerd FRWEL e g_oT, Jaurisafldr &% Yieugen s Gevafls
LRSsoyd umiiiy FHUGRDG. LTLFTSY TeTaTS@D, USMwiisentb, Q@u pHCpri
s@pth @éedipreld YHs Yieuh STL Y PSHI@PLIL)  BbSIeIwH S &P FRG G g .
LBIGUDDID LT FTqE@SGD, SSREHTE@SGD. warph LfSOEHr oupsis, HevrLg.
wit G galt Kpepsiser wHpay_er o gl BT mari.

g weTpl @)bg Fww ddwsTy YBwrslus Gupeddr BSTOLGT wPpsH®
Gopwrs 1979 10 Hen® 14.QFbui wrsh 8ib, i GesHsafler wf QFdew edsTwsi
AU ERWITEHT ETLLISE® Swmepedn wETETL. ML pLuTs B g Dug. Qo

(157)



Uoith beot compliments from:

GEETHA TRADING COMPANY

WHOLESALE & RETAIL DEALERS IN TEXTILES

103, 2pd Cross Street,
COLOMBO-11.

Phone: 01-34694
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General Merchants, Estate Suppliers & Pawn Brokers

T'phone :

136, Colombo Street,

KANDY.

08-24534
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GENERAL MERCHANTS & ESTATE SUPPLIERS
DEALERS 1IN
HARDWARE, TYRES & AGRO CHEMICALS

91-A, Maliban Street,

COLOMBO-11.

01-26149 Cables: “JAYAEXPORT"
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15, 1st Floor,
Gaffor Building,

Colembo - 1.
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WINCHEM TRADING COMPANY

DEALERS IN FERTILIZERS, FORAGE ITEMS
VETERINARY DRUGS & SRI LANKA PRODUCE

200, Central Road. Colombo-12.

Telephone: 36853 Cable: WINCHEM
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With best compliments from:

Céemanex o[) i~mifec/
P. O. Box No. 188,

COLOMBO-3.

Dial: 26846-8 Telegram :
36863 “CHEMANEX"

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM:

RENARSS SUPPLIES CENTRE

P. O. Box 1789
135-A, Wolfendhal Street,

COLOMBO 13.
Phone: 01-32885

Importers of : BRIDGESTONE Tyres fr'omA Japan
TENBY FElectrical Accessories from FEngland
“METWAY” Electric fire spirals from Fngland

Estate and Corporation Suppliers
Stockists of all Brands of Tyres & Hardwares
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Joint Editor. Joint Editor.
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WHOLESALE DEALERS IN TEXTILES
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V'DEO MOVIE CENTRE

THE LEADING NAME IN HOME VIDEO ENTERTAINMENT

69, Bankshall Street,
Colombo -1 1.

Phone : 20340 - 31866 Cable : “ RAJIMPEX”
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Casio Textiles

WHOLESALE & RETAIL DEALERS

162/3, Keyzer Street,

COLOMBO 11.
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THE MIND OF THE MAHATMA

By a long course ef prayerful discipline I have ceased for over forty years to hate
anybody. Iknow this is a big claim. Nevertheless, I make it in all humility. But I can
and I do hate evil where ever it exists.

CONFESSION of error is like a brdom that sweeps away dirt and leaves the surface
cleaner than before.

DEFEAT cannot dishearten me. It can only chasten me. I know that God will guide
me. Truth is superior to man’s wisdom.

DIFFERENCES of opinion should never mean hostility. If they did, my wife and .

should be sworn enemies of one another. I do not know two persons in this world who
had no difference of opinion.

GOD CREATED man to work for his food, and said that those who ate without work
were thieves.,

1F I had no sense of humour, I should long ago have committed suicide.

I HAVE learnt through bitter experience the one supreme lesson to conserve my anger,
and as heat conserved is transmuted into energy, even so our anger controlled can be trans-
muted into a power which can move the world. '

LOVEB NEVER CLAIMS, it never gives. Love never suffers, never resents. never revenges
itself,

MY APPEAL to you is to cleanse your heart and to have charity. Make your heart as
broad as the ocean .........Do not judge others lest you be judged.

PRAYER has been the saving of my life. Without it I should have been a lunatic long ago.

TO MY KNOWLEDGE, throughout my public and private career, I have never broken
a promise.

THE POLICY of retaliation has never succeeded.

THERE is an indefinable mysterious power that pervades everything. 1 feel it, though
I do not see it. It is this unseen power which makes itself felt and yet defies all proof because
it is so unlike all that I perceive through my senses,

THERE are moments in your life when you must act, even though you cannot carry your

+ est friends with you. The *Still Small Voice* within you must always be the final arbiter
when there is a conflict of duty

HUMAN LIFE is a series of compromises, and it is not always casy to achieve mn
‘practice what one has found to be true in theory.
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MAYSLAND HOTEL ~ PRIORY GUEST HOUSE

TRINCOMALEE NUWARA ELIYA
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Market Medical Stores

200, FIRST FLOOR, CENTRAL MARKET,
KANDY.

PHONE; 22691




WITH BEST WISHES FROM :

LAKMAL TOURIST INNS

FOR ACCOMMODATION
17-B, Milagiriya Avenue,
Bambalapitiys,
COLOMBO - 4.

Phone ; 587676 - Office; 36387 Cable : COTBED

H H

s

LUCKMAL EMPORIUM

Manufacturers & Distributors of Handloom Textiles

Show Rooms : Factory :
100/4, Keyzer Street, . 29/A), Ananda Balika Mawatha,
Porolis Fernando Building, ‘Pagodl,
COLOMBO 11. PITTA KOTTE.

Phone: 36837




With the best compliments of :

" RETAIL & WHOLESALF DEALEXS IN TEXTILES

188-1/Q, Keyzer Mtreet,

(Aslam Buldg.,)

COLOMBO.
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“With Best Cdmpiirhentfs From:

ASOKA GROUP OF COMPANIES

318, D.S. SENANAYAKE VIDIYA

KANDY.

T’phone: 08:23257, 22029

b
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