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To the Editor of the Morning Star.
My DEAR SIR,

In transmitting the first portion of a new article for
insertion in the “Star” it is befitting that I say a word
or two on its nature and the object of its publication.

The treatise of which the present isa translation was
originally published in Bengal, and inthe language of
that Province, by a disciple of the late Rajah Ram Mo-
han Roy. It was putinto my hands nearly sixteen
years ago as a Tract well worthy of careful perusal,
and as a kind of a text book on the subject of which it
treats. I went through the original carefully, aided
by my Pundit, and a translation into English, execut-
ed by the Rev. Mr. Schmid; and found it all that I was
led to expect. It was peculiarly valuable to me as af-
fording an accurate representation of the system of idol-
atry as it is viewed by the Hindus themselves; and al-
so useful as affording very cogent arguments against the
popular superstitions of the people. I may add one or
two testimonies from others in its fayour.

The Friend of Indiain one of his early numbers char-
acterizes the Treatise as a ‘‘masterly exposure of the

‘| absurdities of the present Hindu Worship.” The Rev.

W. Morton, whose English translation of the work ac-
companies my version,speaking of the performance says.
«Jt contains the sum of all that has been said, or can
be said by the advocates of the current Puranic or idol-
atrous system, which it answers in a manner the most
complete and trinumphant; and is by far the most pow-
erful, judicious and effective work that has appeared
on the subject; assailing with amixed artillery of sound
argument, popular illustration, irresistible irony, cogent
appeal, and numerous direct proofs from their own
Shastras, the prevalent idolatries of the people which
it wholly and irreparably demolishes."”

These testimonies may suffice to prove the character
of the work.

My object in translating the tract, and through your
kindness in publishing the English version of the Rev.
‘W. Morton, and my own into Tamil, is, to place before
your readers what may be regarded as an authorized ex-
position of the reasons for the prevalent Idolatry of the
Hindus, accompanied by a judicious exposure of its
absurdity. Those Missionaries and their assistants,
whose reading on Hindu Worship and mectapliysical
speculation has not gone much beyond the works of
FKuropean authors, will find in the present treatise much
that cannot fail fo interest them. Some Hindu read-
ers whose minds have been awakened by the subjects
of Christian doctrine, will here meet with a clear ex-
hibition of the system their early education has taught
them to venerate, accompanied by such an exposure as
may tend to determine ingenuous minds to renounce
such monstrous absurdities. It may be imagined that
almost all intelligent readers of your paper will be glad
to have the opportunity of perusing a treatise that ex-
pounds the principles of the religion of more than a
hundred millions of our fellow men. I may be permit-
ted to suggest to civilians and other gentlemen, who
have respectable natives under their control, that the
present treatise affords them the mieans of attempting
to rescue these victims of Brahminical influence by
placing in their hands a valuable exposition of the
whole subject of popular idolatry., The work being
written by a learned Hindu Theist may induce many
to read it who would be strongly prejudiced against
any treatise on such a subject coming from the pen of
a Christian.

T may say a word or two on the Tamil version. No
pains shall be spared to make the translation accurate,
lucid, idiomatic, and elegant. Exceptions may be made
to words, and even phrases, that may occur, and some
of your readers may be forward to denounce the ver-
sion as high and obscure in consequence of this feature,
not sufficiently reflecting that the nature of the sub-
ject, and the argumentative character of the treatise,
necessarily involves the use of such terms. The ori-
ginal Bengali treatise with its Sanserit quotations from
Hindu writings being generally followed in my Tam-
il rendering of religious and philosophical terms, the
reader may rely on the propriety of the words em-
ployed. These as well as the subjectrequires study fo
be well understood.

If space be left after the present treatise is complet-
ed, I intend to give you a Tamil version of a Tract on
Caste, written by a native Pundit of distinguished schol -
arship among the Bhudists,

I entertain the hope, that, asin the cage of the Com-
pendium of History and Chronology inserted in your
last volume, these translations when completed, may
survive the ephemeral fate of most news-paper articles,
by being published in a separate form.

Believe me,
My dear Sir,
Yours truly,
ANGLICANUS,

January 1st, 1846.
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ON THE SUPREME GOD
OR
AN INQUIRY INTO TRUTH IN THE MATTER OF
SeirrTuAL AND IDOL WORSHIP;
By the late
BrAsa Mouaxy DEB.

Translated from the Bengali Original into English
by the Rev. W. Morton and into Tamil
By ANGLICANUS.
ON HINDU IDOLATRY, &ec.

Of those theological teachers and their devoted fol-
lowers, who turning aside from the adoration of the
Supreme God, have addicted themselves to the wor-
ship of idols, I would ask,—why do you render your-
selyes objects of laughter and contempt to all men of
any pretensions to common sense, by venerating imag-
es the most worthless, destitute at once of intelligence,
motion and power of speech, as if they were the all-
wise, all-pervading, all-mighty, Supreme God? and by
deeming divine worship, that sublimest of all acts, to
consist in the utterance of unnatural sounds without
meaning, flappings of the arms against the sides, snap-
pings of the fingers, and stamping with the feet upon
the ground, clappings of the hands, and the singing of
the most improper and indecent songs?

If you say, by way of excuse,—we haye authority for
the worship of images in the sacred writings, and by
that authority we regulate our practice; as when it
is declared :—

“He who regards the images of the gods as mere stone
or wood, &c shall go to hell.” And again—

“Animage properly formed becomes the abode of the
deity,”’ &e.

To this I reply, by observing, that as you have shewn
there are passages which sanction idol-worship, so may
you find in those same Puranas (or sacred writings)
others plainly censuring idolatry . Such are the follow-
ing:—

“Those fools who regard images of clay, stone, me-
tal, wood, &c, as God, suffer all the self-inflicted tor-
ture of the austerities they practice, without attaining
thereby supreme felicity.”’ Again—¢“He who from ig-
norance forsakes me, the only God, the Spirit pervad-
ing all things, and adores an image, acts as one who
should offer a sacrifice upon ashes,” (and not with fire.)

Here then, we see, are contradictory passagesin the
sacred writings, to reconcile which there are but two
ways; the first is to acknowledge the validity of the
mutually conflicting authorities in distinct applications;
that is to say, that here, for instance, those passages
which permit the worship of images are addressed to
the ignorant and mentally blind, while those which
positively forbid it, and clearly enjoin the adoration of
the Supreme Deity alone, are designed for such as have
attained to spiritual discernment. This mode of recon-
ciling contradictory precepts we find in the Shastras
themselves, and in many ancient authors. I quote the
following proof :—

“It is for the ignorantto view God in wood and stone;
the wise behold him in Spirit alone.”

The second mode of deciding upon conflicting auth-
orities is, when the sacred writings contain passages
that are mutually contradictory, to adopt that view
which is supported by sound reasoen and argument.
Thus, in the present instance, in one set of passages it
is declared that an image 1s possessed of divinity, that
after and in consequence of the ceremony of consecra-
tion (by which it is thought life is infased into it,)it is
no longer a stone or piece of wood, &ec.

Again, in other passages, itissaid it possesges no di-
vine quality. Now here, which side reason supports
may readily be ascertained by testing the divinity of
the idol. Because, if the properties of clay, stone, &ec.,
which formerly belonged to it haye been exchanged for
those of deity infixed in it, by the ceremony of conse-
cration, then its divinity is established; but if it may
still be broken in pieces by blows, or burnt by fire, then
must the authority of those passages of the sacred wri-
tings which forbid our attributing divinity to idols, be
respected.

If yon say—we cannot consent to yoursecond mode
of deciding upon contradictory passagesin the shastras,
since it may certainly happen that those sacred images
which we hold in great reverence, should by some
chance or other, be either fractured or consumed by
fire; we prefer every way your first plan of the ap-
plication of such discordantauthorities to different des-
criptions of persons. we, then, are unable to fix our minds
abstractedly upon the Great Supreme, and therefore we
perform our worship by the adoration of images, regard-
ing them as God; and, if, either in the sacred writings
or by the world, we be called fools on that account,
what are we the worse?—I answer-it is certainly man-
ifest that your idols are indeed very dear to you, other-
wise you would surely not be so ready to defend and
retainthem when, by so doing you consent to hrand your-
selves as fools and idiots; but you should know what
contempt the holy writings themselves pour upon the
ignorant in these matters: e. g

“Buch as perform not religious duties, the spiritual-
ly blind, and those afflicted with incurable diseases, al-
so those who follow the impulse of their own wills,
(rather than divine precepts,) are all declared to be im-
pure through life. Why then, when possessing native
mtelligence sufficient to enable you to fix your con-
templation upon the Supreme God, do you wilfully
bring upon yourselyes the accusation of folly, by your
fond attachment to senseless idols.
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It is passing strange that, although you would be
ready to take the life of one who should call you fools
in the management of worldly affairs, in the perception
of the sense of the Shastras, or of any thing else what-
ever; because in these matters you deem yourselves, it
may be, even wiser than all others: yet, when any one
urges you to the worship of the Great Supreme, you
say, ‘we are men of small understanding, of weak pow-
ers of abstraction, and therefore are incapable of rising
to the spiritual worship of God; it is too difficult for us.’
And yet if you reflected, you would perceive that there
is in reality nothing more difficult that that very idol-
worship which you practice on the ground of ifs great-
ex facility. For you conceive a mere motionless Iump of
insensate clay, &e. to bea sentient deity; to that which
cannot eat you offer rice and other food; to a thing that
cannot smell you present sweet-scented flowers and
other odorous matters, and aim to gratify it therewith;
and you believe pieces of earth and stone to possess di-
vine qualities! In the cold season, perhaps, for fear
they should be chilled, you invest them with warm
clothing; in the warm weather you fan them to keep
them cool; and to ward off the mosquitoes from them
at night you place them within protecting curtaing!
Now, to believe the same thing to be at once God and
not God, is surely the hardest and most difficult thing
in the world, (that is, when reason is brought to bear
upon it). Yet you see no difficulty in it, only because
accustomed from infancy to take all as granted, with-
out any reflection whatever upon its absurdity; just in
the same way that, by long practice from the age of
boyhood, those who exhibit feats of skill are able to do
with ease what any other man would find impossible;
such as catching a number of falling knives or balls
successively, without missing any or doing themselves
an injury, and the like.

(To be continued.)

A few Chapters from the Life of Luther.
[Taken chiefly from 1) Aubigne’s History of the Reformation.]
CHAPTER I.

Luther's Birth, Childhood, and Youth.

The Lord Jesus Christ often accomplishes his most
important works by the feeblest instruments. He chose
the Reformers of the Church in the sixteenth century
as he did his own apostles in the first, from the lower
classes of society, to make manifest that the work was
not of man, but of God. The Swiss reformer, Zwingle,
was called from a shepherd’s hut among the Alps; Mel-
ancthon, the great theologian of the Reformation, from
an armourer’s work-shop; and Luther from the cottage
of a poor miner.

John Luther, the father of Martin Luther, was aman
apright, diligent, and open-hearted. He read much,
and though books were then rare, neglected no oppor-
tunity of procuring them. Margaret, his wife, possess-
od those virtues which adorn good and pious' women.
Modesty, the fear of God, and devotion, marked her
character. She was considered by the mothers of fam-
ilies in the place where she resided, asamodel worthy
of their imitation.

The new married couple were settled at Eisleben, in
Saxony, when, on the 10th of November, 1483, Mar-
garet gave birth to a son. The first thought of the pi-
ous parents was to devote to God, by the rite of bap-
tism, the child that had been given them. The' next
day, which was Tuesday, he received the seal of his
dedication to the Lord, and was named Martin.

Little Martin was not six months old, when his pa-
rents left Bisleben, to go to Mansfeld, fifteen miles dis-
tant. The mines of Mansfeld were then much celebrat-
ed.

The early years of their abode at Mansfeld were full
of difficulty for the worthy John and his wife, on ac-
count of their extreme poverty. “My parents” said
TLauther, “were very poor. My father wasa wood-cuiter,
and my mother has often carried the wooed on her back,
that she might earn wherewith tobring us children up.
They endured the hardest labour for our sakes,”
Thus Luther was early accustomed to toil and frugal
fare.

There are blessings promised to the labour of the right -
eous; and John Luther experienced their reality. He
gradually made his way, and established at Mansfeld
fwo small furnaces for iron. By the side of these forg-
es, little Martin grew up,—and it was with the earn-
ings of this industry that his father was afterwards a-
ble to place him at school. Respected by all for his
uprightness and good sense, John Luther was at length
elected a member of the Council of Mansfeld.

John took advantage of his new appointment, to court
the society he preferred. e often invited to his table
the ecclesiastics and school-masters of the place. The
sight of these men, to whom so much respect was shewn
1n_his father’s house, excited in the heart of young Mar-
{in the ambitious desire that he himself might one day
be a man of learning.

His father desiring to see him acquire that learning
for which he had so much esteem, sent him to school.
Martin was then alittle child. His father and Nicolas
Emler, a young man of Mansfeld, often carried him in
their arms to the house of George Emilius, the school
master, and came again to fetch him. Years affersards
Bmler married Luther’s sister.

The piety of his parents, their active turn of mind,
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and strict virtue, gaye to the boy a happy impulse, and
helped to form in him a habit of seriousness and appli-
cation. But they appear to have treated him with too
great severity.

At school the poor child was treated with equal harsh-
ness. His master flogged him fifteen times in one day.
With such an education Luther early learned to des-
pise the attractions of a self-indulgent life.

John Luther resolyed to make his son a scholar.
Therefore when Martin was fourteen, in 1497, his fa-
ther sent him to the school of the Franciscans at Mag-
deburg. Here he was subjected to the greatest hard-
ships.” Without friends or protectors, he trembled in
the presence of his masters, and in his play-hours
he and some children, as poor as himself, with difficul-
ty begged their bread. “I was accustomed,” says he,
“with my companions to beg a little food tosupply our
wants. One day about Christmas time, we were go-
ing together through the neighbouring villages, from
house to house, singing in concert the usual carols.
We stopped in front of a peasant’s house which stood
detached from the rest, at the extremity of the village.
The peasant hearing us sing our Christmas carols,
came out with ‘some food which he meant to give us,
and asked in aloud rough voice, “Where are you, boys?"’
Terrified at these words, we ran away as fast as we
could. We had no reason to fear, for the peasant of-
fered us this assistance in kindness; but our hearts were
no doubt become fearful from the threats and tyranny
which the masters then used towards their scholars, so
that we were seized with sudden fright. At last, how-
ever, as the peasant still continued to call after us, we
stopped, forgot our fears, ran to him, and received the
food that he offered us.”

A year had scarcely elapsed, when John and Marga-
ret, hearing what difficulty their son found in support-
ing himself at Magdeburg, sent him to Eisenach, where
there was a celebrated school, and at which place they
had relations. But he was not more fortunate there.
His relations were either too poor to help him, or they
did not trouble themselves about him.

When the young scholar was pressed with hunger,
he was obliged, as at Magdeburg, to go with his school-
fellows and sing in the streets to earn a morsel of bread.

One day after having been repulsed from three hous-
es, he was about to return fasting to his lodging; when
having reached the house of an honest burgher, he stood
motionless, and lost in painful reflections. Suddenly
a door opened, a woman appeared on the threshold:—
it was the wife of Conrad Cotta, a daughter of the Bur-
gomaster of Eilfeld. Her name was Ursula. The chro-
nicles of Eisenach call her “the Pious Shunammite,”
in remembrance of her who so earnestly entreated the
Prophet Elijah to eat bread with her. This Christian
Shunammite had more than once noticed young Mar-
tin, and had been affected by the sweetness of his voice
and his apparent deyotion. She had heard the harsh
words with which the poor scholar had been repulsed.
She saw himn overwhelmed with sorrow before her door;
beckoned him to enter, and supplied his urgent wants.

Conrad Cofta approved of his wife’s henevolence; he
even found so much pleasure in the society of young
Luther, that a few days afterwards he took him tolive
in his house. Thus God opened the heart and the doors
of a Christian family to make provision for Luther at
the very moment when himself was cast down with
the lowest feelings of despondency.

In the house of Cotta, Luther liveda very different
life from that which he had hitherto done. He enjoy-
ed a tranquil existence, exempt from care and want;
hismind became more calim, his disposition more cheer-
ful, his heart more enlarged. His prayers were more
fervent; his thirst for learning became more ardent;
and he made rapid progress in his studies.

Luther learned to play on the flute and on the lute,
and took pleasure in expressing by his melody his gra-
titude to his adoptive mother who was very fond of mu-
sic. It was when reverting to her kindness to him
when every one clse had repulsed him, that he uttered
this memorable saying:—“There is nothing sweeter
than the heart of a pious woman.”

In after life Luther would express his gratitude for
the extreme poverty of his youth. He considered it as
one of the means that God had made use of to fit him
for his service.

JunGeE HALE oN THE OBSERVANCE OF THE
SaBBATH.

This great man in writing to his children on the du-
ties they were called to observe, thus speaks of the Sab-
bath: 1 have by long and sound experience found, that
the due observance of this day and the duties of it, have
been of singular comfort and advantage to me. The
observance of this day hath ever had joined toita bles-
sing upon the rest of my time; and the week that hath
been so begun hath been blessed and prospered to me;
and on the other side, when I have been negligent of
the duties of this day, the rest of the week has been
unsuccessful and unhappy to my own secular employ-
ments; 5o that I could easily make an estimate of my
successes the week following, by the manner of my
passing this day. And this I do not write lightly
or inconsiderately but upon a long and sound obser-
yation and experience.’’
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MORNING STAR,
Jaffna, Sth January, 1846.

TRE NEW YEAR.
A happy New Year toall our Readers. May

grace, mercy, and peace attend them. May
we and they be led together in the ways of
iruth and righteousness. May we all seek en-
tire deliverance from sin, which is our worst
enemy, and through Christ Jesus obtain par-
don and reconciliation to God; and being im-
bued with His spirit, may our lives be a con-
tinual exemplification of the truth and excel-
lence and power of the Gospel. We know
not what higher blessing to ask for them or for
ourselves; and this may Cod grant for Christ’s
sake. Amen.

Our Paper.—From unavoidable necessity the pub-
lication of this No. of the ¢“M. Star'’ has been delayed
a few days. We hope to be more punctual in future.

We cannot refrain from congratulating our readers
on the important and interesting character of the prin-
cipal articles that appear in this No. The introducto-
vy Letter of “Anglicanus,” will afford them a clear and
satisfactory exposition of the character and object of the
article on Hindw Idolatry; the “Chapters from Luther’s
Life” will communicate much and very interesting in-
formation concerning the great Reformer; the state-
ments being made on the authority of contemporary
writers may be relied on as correct; and we hope they
will serve to disabuse many minds of their unfounded
prejudices against one of the greatestand best men the
world has ever seen.

The Article on Caste in this part of our paper, is com-
mended especially to the attention of Native Christians.

[From the Madras Native Herald.]
DISCUSSION ON CASTE IN THE FREE CHURCH
MISSION INSTITUTION, MADRAS.

Mr. Asprrson, the Principal of the Institution of the
Free Scotch Church, introduced the discussion with
some lengthened remarks on the nature and importance
of the subject. We select the concluding portion, with
the answer given by one of the young men of the Insti-
tution to the first of the five questions proposed on the
subject, intending in future Nos. of our paper to give
hig answers in whole or in part to the other four.

I have been called upon, said Mr. Andersen,
in the Providence of God, by a Christian Friend who
is watching the progress of the two armies now at war
in India—Satan’s on the one side, and Christ's on the
other, to call your attention to the subject of caste.
To have sound Seriptural views of caste is of great con-
sequence to you, to your country, to every one of your
parents, and not less so to the Native Christians, who
are so fond of clinging to caste, that, while they pro-
fess to have put away all that is heathenish and reli-
gious in it, still retan caste under the name of a eivil
distinction, as if they were so enamoured of the serpent
that they shall have at least the slough, that is, that
they shall have the slough of caste and shall call it ¢i-
vil. 1t is pitiful; it hinders Christian brotherly love.
As long as a Hindu retains any of the marks «f Satan,
either for the sake of beauty, or honour, or & gocd sit-
uation, or to gain a kind of half respect from the hea-
then, he can néver be Chixist’s full and genuine freeman.,
1 would have you to consider how contemptible it is to
all & thing civil which the heathens will never admit
to be so. If the heathens fully knew the sense in which
Nutive caste Christians hold caste, they would look
on them with a double feeling of contempt And it is
because they have two faces—one face to the hwathen
and another fo the Christian Church,—it is this that
makes Christian men pity and pray for them, and mourn
over their dissimulation. It is mournful to think of it.
[ wonld have you, especially. those of you who have
been hom again, who have broken caste because you
Saw it was one of the works of Satan, to stir up your
minds vigorously that you may handle this subject as
it deserves.  You know the subtlety and malignity of
caste; and how it manifests this malignity, just in pro-
poriton as digcipline is exercised upon it. ~ Like Micah,
When robbed of his gods, when he went erying after the

wiites, Ve have taken away my gods;’’ too many
of the Hindu Cliristians, when they lose any advantage,
;md. are called fo suffer, feel themselves bereaved, and
6ain to male complaints, and try to get Missionaries
who aré not their best friends, however sincere and con-
selcatious they may be in their views, to protect and
du{(;’nd thera, =
This friend wants information, not for curiosity bul
t‘l‘r use, not for controversy hut for instruction; not for
1e hmdmnco, but for the advancement of Clwistian
.0Ve, for the solid ond real practical benefit of Hindus
W general, of Hindu Christians, both those who have
Pt ‘caste and those who have broken it, andof the
clfﬂdrep, the fathers and the friends of all here present
still lying in the chains of caste.

The following are the five questions which he wish-
es you to answer. )

1. Is Casteinseparably connected with Hindutsn, or
15 it not?

2. Can Castewith truth be called a Civil Distinction,
chicfly designed to preserve w family from deterioration
by antermarriage with other jamilies?

3. Do our Native Free Church Brethren regard Caste
as part and parcel of idolatry, and of all heathen abo-
minations?

2. Is the idea of pollution in the Hindw mind separ-
able from the system of Caste, or not?

5. Can Caste be compared for amoment with the Ew-
ropean distinctions in Sociely? :

It is of great importance toattend to these questions,
because they bring the mind fully to the point. This
question of caste is every day becoming more impor-
tant. At Bombay, the case of Shripat, a young Brah-
min who broke his caste by eating with his brother
who had been baptized by our brethren there, has ex-
cited a great dispute among the orthodox or bigoted
Brahmins and the more liberal party, the orthodox
contending that the boy could not be restored, the li-
beral that he could by undergoing suitable purifications.
The matter was at length referred to Benares, and the
orthodox Brahmins obfained a decision in their favour.
The liberal Brahmins were now in great difficulty,
because they had contended that the boy could be re-
ceived into caste. The bigoted party were determined
to make them suffer, and would not admit them to the
full privileges of Brahmins, without an atonement.
They were ordered to perform the most humiliating
ceremonies, and to drink drinks very unpalatable and
revolting in order to be purified. Shripat’s father is
poor, and will not be able to pay the requisite fines for
his own purification. The matter is not ended yet.
One rich: Brabmin at Bonibay still stands out, and re-
fuses to swallow the five ingredients of the cow. He
has a Firm at Benares which can be affected by the
other Brahmins, and he will probably be obliged to
yield and to swallow the same drinks asthe others. At
Nagpur, it seems that a Mahomedan fuqueer has intro-
duced himself among the Hindus and set up a new re-
ligion among them, mingling part of the truth of God
with many of the errors so agreeable to the heart of
man. He has suceeeded in drawing many followers
after him, chiefly from among mongrel Brahmins. 'To
such a length have matters gone that the Rajah has
interfered to restore peace and union. The new sect,
called Kalankis, had eaten and drunk contrary to the
rules of caste. They ate dry bread together, handing
it about to each to mark their equality.

They also formed the representation of a cow of su-
gar mixed with mud and then destroyed it with every
indiguity, to express their abhorrence of Brahminigni.
The Rajah tried to settle the difference, and invited them
all to a great entertainment. But three hundred with-
drew to a temple, and declared that they would nei-
ther eat nor drink but die there, unless the Rajah chang-
ed his mind. At last the bigotted party agreed to re-
admit all the other Brahming who had oftended upon
their undergeing certain purifying rites, and to recon-
eile them to these hwmniliaiing atonements consented
to undergo some purificatory rite, just asa mother wiil
swallow a part of the bitter medicine to make her child
take the rest. The swallowing in the one case is very
profitable; in the other, most humiliating and destruct-
ive. Various kinds of atonement have been employed,
and the heretical party, who would not submit, have
been left in their onteast conditien; and are likely to
remain outeasts. Though the bigoted Brahming both
at Bombay and Nagpur have thus prevailed for the pre-
gent over the liberal Brahmins, their victory is much
more dangerous than if they had quietly soldered the
mautter up, especially as such discussions tend to open
up the way for the Gospel of Christ, by letting in the
sharp edge of that wedge of God's word that cleaves
asunder the mounteins.

The answer given by P. Rasamcoravr to the first
question is as follows.

1, Is Custe inseparebly connccted with Elinduism, o1 not? 1
auswer this question in the affirmative, that Caste is inseparably
comected with Hindaism. It is the soul and spirit, the very
life bloed of Brahminism. 1 5

Typst.in all the books of highest religious authority among
the Hindus, sach-as Mewd's Tnstitutes and the Puranas, Caste
is viewed as essentially religious in its eharacter; aud the Hin-
dus from their infancy are accustomed so to regardit. In its
origin, tendency and bearings, it is nssquh:ﬂlly and almost alto-
gether religious. « It is the animating principle of the whole sys-
tom of idolatry. It is caste that gives to idlotatry its stability,
strength and apparant unclmngeaﬁl_em_:s; Itis caste that as-
siens to every tribe and to. every individual, his place, duty
and service to the gods. [t is represented as part ."xnd pareel
of (he Divinity himself, and as emanating from him, The words
of Menn in the Dharma Sastra are: #'The Supreme Ruler caus-
ed the Brahmin, the Kshetrya, the Vaisya, and the Sudra, (so
pamed from the seriplure, protection, wealth :}n(! li‘:l‘)’()ll{") Lo
procead trom his mouth, his ann, his thigh and his foot.”” Since
is considered divine i its origin, and sinee its main
Ii how to regulate the conduct towards the gods,

¥ and final absorption, it must be

snee Lo future births |
inseparably hound np wilh religion. ]nd(:(‘.d. caste IS Dow 50
inseparably a parh of the .I-.nuliu system. that any altempt o
sever it from what is considered re]|g|(>u§ ‘:\‘uul«l be to render
[Tinduism as it now exists a mass of confusion. -
Second, the motives by which easte is entorced are religions
{n their cliaracter and essence, and demand asacred observance
ements. A man’s future destiny, his advancement
e births, and his final bliss in being absorbed into
e essence (Brahm), are all intimately coanected with
fierance and conformity to the principles of caste,

¥ l»:,' the Youug men of the

Any thing that interferes with caste holiuess in this world af-
fects the destiny of a man in the next world, lowers him in his
snbsequent births, and retards and hinders his absorption into
Brahm, which is considered by the Hindus as the supreme'lmpq
piness of creatures. To prove what [ have now alleged I will
five two quolations from Menu’s Institutes, believed by the
1indus to be divine in their origin—“He who during one
whole month eats or drinks from the hands of a Sudra female,
becomes a Sudra for the remainder of his life, and when he dies
will be born again a dog.’—“The Brahmin, who has a Sudra
female for his attendant and concubine, or for his wife, shall be
excluded from the sociely of his ancestors and the gods, and
descend into the hell Zaurva,” that is, *‘horrible,” one of the
divisions of naraca the Findu 2 'artarus.
T'hirdly, the violation of caste is one of the chief erimes that
a Hindu can be guilty of, and which inevitably renders him an
apostate from his religion. We have seen many connected
with this sehoal, who have openly avowed their faith in Chris-
tianity, and renounced in sentiment all that is heathenish, their
casle, 1dolatry, and all the doetrings of Bralminism, and who
nevertheless, because they had done nothing to break their
caste, were permittea o go into the temples, associate with
their friends and relatives. and engage with them in all their
accustomed ceremonies and festivities. ‘I'he Hindus do toler-
ate in one another a change of religious sentiments, and even
a change of family deities. We have known Sivailes become
proselytes to Vishnu, and some who renounced idols altogeth-
er, and yet not shut out from their families and caste, nor re-
arded as apostates from their religion. But though ene should
firmly adhere to all the rites and ceremonies of idolatry, and
only degrade himself by once silting with a pariah and partak-
ing of vietuals with him,—this will ulterly destroy his caste, eut
him off from all connection with his family, tear asunder all the
ties of natural affection, and cause him to be shut out from his
house and deprived of all natural and religious rites. The tem-
ple warden will excommunicate him from all the privileges of
the temple, and he will be corporally punished, if he attempts
ta cross its threshold. ;
Fourthly, themeans that are employed in restoring one who
has violated caste are religious in their eharacter, in the Hin-
du sense. Priests officiate in these circumstances; the violator
undergocs the same washings, gives the same offerings to the
idols, drinks the same purifying drinks, the five ingredients of
the cow, as he would do to obtain a great moral and religious
end, such ag moral purification in this world, and exalted bBirths
both for himself and his progenitors in future births. 4
Fifthly, the Hindus in Madras have themselves in their late’
Memorial to the Supreme Government declared, that “#he loss
of caste is connected with thewitulity of the Hinduyelicion.” So
that whetber we regard Caste as held to be divine in its origiu,
as having a religious bearing both on this life and the life to’
come,—its influence upon all religions ordinances and ceremo=
nies, the religious motives by which it is enforced,—the reli-
gions punishments inflicted on tha violator of it, the religious
means taken to restore it when broken,~—we see that all these
things prove that caste is and must' he inseparably connected'
with Hinduism. 1 caste be thus inseparable from all that is
religions among the Hindus, and if so much of the very being
and strength and stability of Brahminism and idalatry (?cpcud;‘
on it, then we are inevilably shut up to our first affirmation,
that Claste is inseparably connected with Hinduwism.

SIANMESE DEPUTATION TO CEYLON-—PROSPECTS OF
Bupnism,

A Geueral Letter from the Misssionaries of the American
Boardin Siam has the following notice of the Depulation of
Siamese Priests who visited Ceylon about a_year ago.

‘The deputation of priests, lately semt by the king to Ceylon
in search of sacred hooks, and relics of Budhism, have recent-
ly returued, bringing with' them a letler addressed o Bhra N
Wai, a young and enterprising nobleman, and eldest son of the
Phra Klang, one of the Ling's most confidential ministers, The
letler is written in hmperfeet Buglish, and professes to be {rem
a descandant of'an ancient royal family in Ceylon. It repres-
ents Badhism in. Ceylon as being in o state of great and rapid
decline, in consequence of the Government and other sehools
there established; the extensive study of the English language
aud, and the inducements held out
to engage in governmental employ.  The awhor ex-
the opmion that Budhism must there soon hecome ex-
tinet, naless the kue of Siam in his great devotion to that faith,
will interpoge his aid.  "I'he substance of the letter he request-
ed might be communicated to his majesty. 1t besepches hime
to grant the pecuniary means requisite forthe education in that
faith of a number of their most promising young men, hop-
ing that thus Budhisin may yetfor a hundred years in that Isle
Le preserved from extinction,

OVERLAND INTELLIGENCE.

Thie last mails brovght us Qverland intelligence to the 224
of November. .

Speculation is rife with regard to expected changes in the
Cabinet but nothing has transpired to show that such a measure
is necessary. Parliament has been farther prozogued from Thurs-
day the 27th inst. to Tuesday the 16th of December.

The failure of the potatoe” crop in. Ireland has excited:thie
greatest apprehensions with, regard to its consequences (o the
poor of that country.

_SpAarN.—Accounts from Madrid of the 181k nlt., state thatan
insurrection had broken out at Valeucia, in which several sol-
diers of the garvison had taken part. The movement, howeyer,
was speedily put down, and a court-martial had been ficid; at
which 12 of the soldiers bad been sentenced to death; and by
the latest accounts, 10 of these tnfortinate persons were on the
way to the place of execution. Tt appears also several of the
most respectable citizens of Valencia had beea banished from
that place on 24 hour's notice, without trizl, or auy known proof
that they have been implicated in the affair atall, ‘The dis-
satisfaction in the country at the conduet of the governnientis
daily on the increase, and there i3 a strong feeling that soou
after the meeting of the Cortes a chayge must take place i the
Cabinet. i .

. GeryAsy.—The first Mynod of the German Cathiolies held
its first sitting at Berlin on the 24th October.  The representa-
tives pf‘(he provinces of Pomerania, Brandenburah; dnd Pros-
sian Saxony were present. 'Phe Bevlin Gazette  of the same
ys.—*The general Bynod of the I'res Scotely Chureh
f ed a letier to the German Catholics af Berlin, ex.
pressing its sympathy witli them.  While blaming their profey.
ion of faith &5 too vague, it offers them its aid and succour.

SUSURSIES- S —
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The Augsburgh Gazette announces thata reform moye-
ment is beginuing to manifest iself amongst the Popish
clergy of Baden. "The priests of the chag‘ler of Gassingen
have, in a memorial to the Arch bishop of Friburg. requested
him to modify the system of education for young priests ac-
cording to the principlestof Mr. Von Wessemberg, who wish-
©s more particularly to see scholastic theology abolished, syn-
ods mstituted, celibacy of the priesthood suppressed, and the
general introduction of the vernacular language into the church
service. The clergy of Heidelberg have addressed the same
prelate in favour o% the establishment of Synods. )

The Abbe Ronge presided on the 30th ultimo at a meeting
of the members of the Catholic Church of Stuttgard. He con-
gratulated the persons present on their firmness in resisting the
menaces of the Roman Catholic priesthood, and declared that
the rumour of his having an intention to attack Protestantism
was utterly unfounded. ~ All that he required, he said, was a
more free constitntion for the Catholic Church, a spirit of gen-
aral charity, love for members of other sects, and the extension
of intellectual and moral education.

The religious movement in Germany has led to a correspond-
ing one in the United States and the Roman Catholics are al-
1most in a body throwing off their allegiance to the Pope.

. UsiteDp StaTES~The newsfrom the United States is daily
becoming more important, and the excitement preyailing in all
parts of the republic on the Oregon question is a sufficient in-
dication of the anxiety with which the forthcoming message of
President Polk, as far as it affects the question of peace or war
is looked for on the other side of the Atlantic. The advices
brought by the two Steam ships which have arrived this week,
do not conceal the precarious state of the relations of the two
countries. Even the most moderate organs of public opinion,
while they deprecate war, are at a loss (o suggest any effectual
means for overcoming the difficulties of the case, and nothing
is at present certam, except that the negociation has made no
progress, the claims of the two parties being apparently irre-
concilable, and neither being disposed to yield. In the mean-
time, the journals indulge in various conjectures and d_eclara-
tions, among which it is difficult to gather any authentic facts
on which we may rely. It is, however, confidently stated, that
Me. Pakenham our Minister at Washington, has recently pro-
posed to Mr. Buchanan, the American Secretary of State, that
the Oregon question should be submitied to some European
power for arbitration. Mr. Buchanan, it is said, was disposed
to receive this proposition in a favorable light, but the Presid-
ent objeeted to it on the ground that the Western State, whom
nothing short of 54° 46’ Jatitude will satisfy, would never con-
sent to such an arrangement. It is also stated that on the fail-
ure of this proposal, Mr. Pakenham finding there was little hope
of adjusting the question either by compromise or arbitration,
proposed to leave the whole territory in its present condition
1or 20 years, under the joint protection of England and the U-
nited States, and with the stipulation, that at the end of the
said period its then inhabitants may attach themselves to eith-
ar couulry or ereet themselves into an independent sovereign-
ty, as they may prefer.

This proposition appears 1o be acceptable to the majority of
the American papers, which consider that the effect of such an
arrangement would be to give the whole tract eventually to the
United States, since, by opening the Oregon to settlers from
both countries on equal terms, the territory will, in their opin-
ion, at the end of 20 years contain ten Americaus to one Eug-
Jishman. This proposition, however, appears, to be nothing
more than an expedient to gain time, during which the relations
of the two countries will still be kept in jeopardy by the uncer-
tainly of tenure; and for this reason, it is considered unlikely
that such a proposal ever emanated from our minister.

A few weekswill put us in possession of the President’s me. -
sage, and remoye many doubts that now obscure the question

UN10N oF THE ATLANTIC AND PaciFic.—We liave re-
ceived, says the New-York News, the Grenada Chronicle of
the 6th ult. which contains intelligence of the highest interest
to the world. It appears that while efforts are making in Eu-
fope to cut a canal from the Atlantic to the Pacific, through
the isthmus of Panama, or to construct a rail road across the
country to Tehuantepec at an enormous expense, the Am-
ericans have achieved the great work in the most simple way
and at comparatively little or no cost. They have discovered
the Amazon to be navigable for steamers from its mouth on the
Atlantic to Lima, in Peru, and within 8 miles of Callao, one of
the principal ports on the Pacific. T'o this the Richmond-(U. 3.)
Enquirer adds: “the expedition was made in September 1844,
by Capt. John 8. Klause, of Philadelphia, up the river Maran-
ham as far as the port of Banos, in the republic of the Equa-
dor. Capl. Klause says he was truly amazed at the quantity
of iinerals, dyeyoods of various sorts aund other valuable
woods, coffe, cocoa, white and common, of excellent quality;
colton, very fine and long, like woals; spices, balsam, raisius,
wax, and other rich productions which he met within great a-
bundance every where during his travels.

[For the Star.]
Deaths by Cholera.

At JAFFNA, on the night of the 28th Dec. 1845, Mrs.
Franciscopulle, widow of the late Government Cate-
chist and Proponent of Manaar, Mr. Philip John. She
was distinguished for her piety, and slept very happily in
the Liord.—On the afternoon of the 2nd. Jan. 1846, Mas-
ter Aserwatham Joseph, second son of Mr. M. St. John
Powerayasinga Modaliar, Interpreter of the Jaffna Dis-
trict Court, aged 2years, 2 months, and 2 days. He
was a happy child to his Parents.—On the even-
ing of the 3d. Jan. 1846, Mrs. Anapulle, widow of Don
Matthew Powimanasinga Mudeliar, late Constable of
Manaar. She arrived here very lately on a visit to her
daughter, Mrs. M. St. John Powerayasinga Modeliar,
and died at herresidence.

A BRIEF REPORT OF THE MORAL AND LITERARY S0-
CIETY OF THE BATTICOTTA SEMINARY FOR THE
YEAR 1845, :

The Organization of this Society took place on the
7th Dec. 1844, It consists of the Teachers and Stu-
dents of the Seminary, and the resident Graduates.

The Principal of the Seminary is the President of

the Society,and the Native Instructors, together with the
President, constitute the Executive Committee,~Teach-
er Vork was elected Secretary for this year.

The Society meets twice a month on the 1st and 3rd
Wednesdays. The first meeting each month is for the
reading of Essays, Reviews, &c. written for the occa-
sion, and on subjects previously approved by the Com-
mittee. The exerciseson the 3rd Wednesday, are the
speaking of Pieces in English, by a certain number of
the seniors and juniors in rotation,—and critical and
practical remarks by the President.

The first regular meeting of the Society was held on
the 1st day of January, 1845.-The meetings have been
held without interruption through the year (vacations
excepted,)—and with increasing interest from month
to month.

More than half the Pieces read, were in Tamil. They
have embraced a large variety of topics, and such as
are believed to be of great importance. The following
are a few of the topics discussed:

¢t Contrast between Christianity and Hinduism."’
¢ Advantages arising from cultivating European
sciences.”

‘“Reasons for condemning the doctrines of the

Shastras.”

“Hindu Superstitions (variously handled in sev-

eral Pieces.)

“ Hindu Architecture, &c."”

“Superior excellency of Christian Morality."

“On Tee-totalism.”

¢« Bvils of Tobacco.

¢ Byils of Caste, its observances,’” &c.

¢ Internal Evidences of Christianity.”

The Committee constitute a Board of Inspection, for
the purpose of selecting and preparing a portion of the
Pieces read, in view of their publication in the “Morn-
ing Star.” It is hoped that a portion of each paper
may be profitably occupied by these productions. From
;._his the Society will feel a new stimulus in their ef-

orts.

Batticotta Jan. 9, 1846. . By order of the Society.
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POBT’S CORNIEIR.

MAN.
[BY GeoRGE HEREERT.]

My God, I heard this day,
"That none doth build a stately habitation,
But he that means to dwell therein.
What house more stately hath there been,
Or can be, than is man? (o whose creation
Al things are in decay.

For man is ev'ry thing;

And more. He is a tree, yet bears no fruit,
A beast; yel is, or should be more:
Reason and speech we only bring.

Parrots may thank us, if they are not mute;

They go upon the score.

Man is all symmetry,
Full of proportions, one limb to another,
And to all the world besides.
Tach part may call the farthest brother:
For head with foot hath private amity;
And both, with moous and tides.

Nothing hath got so far,
But man hath caught and kept it, as his prey.
His eyes dismount the bighest star:
He is, in little, all the sphere.
Herbs gladly cure our flesh, because that they
Find their acquaintanee there.

For us the winds do blow,
The earth doth rest, heav’n move, and fountains flow.
Nothing we see, but means our good :
As our delight, or as our treasure.
The whole is either our cupboard of food,
Or cabinet of pleasure.

The stars have ns to bed;
Night draws the curtain ; which the sun withdraws.
Music and light attend our head,
All things unto our flesh are kind,
In their descent and being; to our mind,
In their ascent and cause.

Each thing is full of duty :
Waters naited are our navigation:
Distinguished, our habitation;
Below, our drink; above, our meat :
Bothareour cleanliness. Hath one such beauty?
Then how are all things neat !

More servanis wait on man,
Than he’ll take notice of 1In ev’y path
He treads down that, which doth befriend him
When sickness makes him pale and wan.
Oh, mighty love! Man is one world, and hath
Another to attend hinm.

Since then, my God, thou hast
So brave a palace built; Oh, dwell in it,
That it may dwell with thee at last!
‘Dill then, attord us so much wit,
"Lhat,as the world serves us, we may serve thee,
And both thy servants be.

POOR JACK.

Some years ago, at a meeting of the Bible Society a
gentleman came forward and after a powerful address
in favour of the circulation of Bibles narrated the fol-
lowing anecdote. A little boy in a sea-port town had
a most passionate and reprobate father, who was a sail-
or. One evening the lad was sent by his mother to the
pier to call his father, and finding him in 2 state of in-
toxication some conversation ensued. The father en-
raged at the remarks made by the child, raised his foot
and kicked him from the edge of the pier on which he
was standing, into the sea. In a storm of passion the
father reeled to a tavern. The night was fast approach-
ing, the poor child was struggling with the waves, and
nearly sinking, when some men in aboat who were
rowing to aman-of-war ship, espied him,and rescued
him froma watery grave. The ship to which they took
him sailed the same night. Every attention was paid
by the sailors to the poorlad,and the nextday on hear-
mg his simple story, they culled him Poor Jack. His
good temper and activity procured him many friends
and in a few years he became a favorite with all on
board. In this ship there were one or two men who
were not ashamed to read their Bibles and who pub-
licly avowed their attachment to the Saviour. Poor
Jack was kindly noticed by them, and, through their
instructions, attended with the Divine blessing, became
u pious young man. Severalsailors had died and oth-
ers were recetved on board to supply their places.
Jaek’s history was after some years almost forgotten,
In an engagement with the enemy several men were
killed and wounded, The latter were treated kindly
by poor Jack, particularly an old sailor who was se-
verely wounded and not expected to live. Dveryday
imereased his pain and danger, until finding that death
was near, he became deeply concerned for the welfure
of his immortal sonl. Jack read to him the Sacred Serip-
tnres and pointed out such portions as were most ap-
plicable to a sinner, convinced of his sin and danger
und anxious to flee from the wrath to come. The poor
old sailor wept much on account of his sins, but at
length felt a ray of hope, and seemed to trust in the
Saviour. A few days before he died, when Jack was
standing by his hammock, a sudden gush of tears fell
from the old man's eyes, and he exclaimed with ap-
parent agony of mind, “Oh! I cannot be pardoned!
Young man, I amn a murderer! Oh! my child! My dear
boy! my dear boy! There-see him-he strupgles with

the waves! Hark! he cries for help! yes, I heard him
say ‘Father save me! will no body save me?’ Ah! he
sinks—and his father is his murderer! Yes! reproach me
Mary, and cry, where's my boy? Poor Mary! thou art
cold in death! I can’tdrink now,and forgetmy sorrows.
I am wounded—I am dying—vengeance has overtaken
me! ON! the terrors of a guilty conscience!” Over-
whelmed with love, pity, joy and wonder, poor Jack
fell on the neck of the old man and exclaimed, “My
father! my father! behold your son! I did not perish—
the ship’s boat saved me.—There is merey for you, my
father!” “What? cried the trembling and astonished
old man, Are you my boy? My dear child whom I
dashed from the pier?”” “Yes, my father, believe me 1
am, I am! I have been attending my father! I have
been comforting my father.” My child! Yes, youare
my child, for now 1 see in you the features of my dear
Mary.” Both were so deeply affected that their tears
prevented their speaking for some minutes. Atlength
the youth offered up short and fervent prayer to God.
«Mereiful God,” he exclaimed, How wonderous are
thy ways! Save, O, save, I beseech thee, my father
whom thou hast graciously spared, and with whom thou
hast unexpectedly made me acquainted.” Jack paus-
ed—the father rejoiced—delight and gratitude beamed
in his eye, and his soul became peaceful and serene.
A few days after this, Jack’s father died, rejoicing in
God his Saviour. A year or two passed by—the war
ended-the ship’s company were paid and dismissed, and
Jack being cast upon the shore, employed his talentsin
urging sinners to flee from the wrath to come.

The speaker here paused. Every eye was fixed up-
on him, when, bowing to the company he exclaimed—
«I,adies and Gentlemen, in the narrator of this anec-
dote you now see: poor Jack!”'— Commentator.
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TAMEIL BIRLES.

The Jafiua Religions T'ract Society having received a sup-

ply of Tumil Eibles in one Vol. 8 vo.' Suabscribers and the

Public are informed thal copies of the same may be had by

grants or purchase on applicatioh bziug made ihrough the De-

positary of' the Society at the #/merican Mission Press—Price,,
when sold, 3 shillings a copy.

Munepy, November 25, 1345.
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