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ON HINDU IDOLATRY, &ec.
Secriony IV.

Noy you must perceive that all these assertions are alike
eulogistic, mere words of course; for all the purans, you know
were the work of the same person, consequently they must all
have equal authority. Butif the assertions of the same author
be false in one part of his writings, what argument ean you al-
lege to show that they are true in another? Wherefore, to pro-
nounce one Puran fo be entitled to eredit, and another not,
would he to sanction many violations of religious injunction.
If, hnvi&g recourse to the doetrine of the followers of Chaitan-
ya and Nityananda, ‘)'ousuy-—-Shankaracharj)‘a hasindeed as-
terled the ‘God is without form, and that knowledge alone of
Him we secure salvations but it is the firm persuasion of the
whole sect of the Visknuvites, that Shankaracharjya. in order
to impose his own views upon the world, has given a false in-
terpretation of the Veds. To this assertion, I reply.—It is
plainly announced in both the Purans and the Tantras thal
Shaukarachaxjya,with hisfour disciples, should appear on earth
to compose commentaries on the Veds and Vedan, and so to
effect the salvation of all men. In contradiction to this pro-
phetical declaration, you assert that the illustrious and univer-
sally venerated commentator was bat a deluder of the minds
of menj and to support the assertion you bring forward your
own fabrications as satisfactory. proofi Now we must, in re-
ply, repeat to you what the Shakas allege in this matler, viz:
that Keshavavharati, a disciple of Shmﬁ(aracharjy:\’s school,
had as his pupil Chaitanya; and this Chaitainya 1t was, who,
furning traitor to his own guru 6r spiritnal preceptlor, gave out
that the great teacher was a deluder, and thus became the
anthor of ruin in both worlds, present and fature, to many.
Ile was, however, signally punished for this wiekedness by
the reproofs of Virapakhya; and subsequently having receiy-
ed the knowledge of the truth of God, obtained emancipation
from matter. Of the trath of this statement the Shaktas haye
given various proofs, Now, should the false assertions of a
{raitorous disciple be received as evidence on which o as-
perse the character of the illustrious Shankaracharjya? Where-
fore, when weavers and fishermen and similar low people
revile a manifest incarnation of Shiva himself, whomall the
celebrated authors and teachers of our country regard as their
preceptor in religion, they do but add to the amount of their
own sin, without at all detracting from his reputation. And,
indeed, it was declared in the Tantraratnakar, that in the
Kaliyug (or last and most degenerate of the four ages) there
would arise persons who should defame the great teacher.
Accordingly when Dakhya, for contemnpt of Shiva, became
goat-headed, his wrath was inextinguishable; and therefore at
the time when Mahadeb became incarnate in the person of
Shankaracharjya, Dakhya was also born as Ramanuja, and
impelled by his old enmity employed himself in reviling the
religious peculiarities of the Shiva worship, impugning the
doctrines and defaming the person of the 1llustrious Shanka-
racharjya, because an mearnation of the detested Shiva. Bui
for this, onhis death, he was again sentenced to wear the
head of a ram! So also Tripurasur who was slain by the hand
of Mahadeb, having subsequently: been born in the three sev=
eral cities formerly under his sway, in the persons respectively
of Nityananda, Chaitanya, and “Adwaita, established a sys-
tem in opposition to the worship of the Shiva; and coulinues,
{o the present day, through their followers to carry ou a vari=
ed succession. of ahuse of Mahadeb and hisdevotees. How-
ever, at the hands Virupakhya, an evident manifestation, i, e;
incarnation, of Bhairav (or” Shiv the errible,) those revilers
all met the castigation they deserved. What is there, then,
improhable in the supposition that those who now defame and
vilify Shankaracharjya, who isin fact identical with Shiv, will
in like manner also become goat-headed and suffer other suit-
able calamitous retributions?

If you say that in this Kaliyug, or age of degeneracy, old
people; by putling faith in the Shastras of Shiy have become
addicted to the use of intoxicating drinks, and are abandoning
all religious observance, I answer—that in the Agam and va-
rious other Shastras it is declared; that in the I%aliyug men
shall regulate all their practice by the precepts of the Agam.
Now if guilt be contracted, in this last age, by following the
injunctions of the Agam in regard to meals and drinks, &e.,
tlien must those in the Satya and snceeeding Yugs, who should
have regulated their use of food, &e., by the Veds and other
Shastras, have been most guilty. For, in the three former
aoes all, whether gods or 7esiis, incarnations or kings, indulg-
ea alike in the use of wine and other strong driuks; this is
plainly asserted in the Baharet and other Purans. But be that
as it may, the Shastras are the regulaters of what may be eat-
enand what may not, of what should belone and what refrain-
ed from; consequently if in these matters a man follow the
injunction of  the Shastras, he cannot meur a charge of sin.
"Phose, indeed, who should consider it sinful so to act would,;
of course, be guilty in so doing. :

If you say—it is manifest from the Puranas that those A-

amé which allow the drinking of wine and other intoxicating
iquors, and which contain the calumnics referred to against
Ramanuja, Chaitanya and the rest, were composed with the
express view of misleading and deceiving people: therefore
those shastras shonld not be received as authority. T reply—
it is asserted in both Purans and Tuntras that when Vyas was
affrented at Kashi, he attempted in his resentment to ercetan-
other Kashi to be called after himself; at the same time, wilh
a view to lessen the authority of the writings of Mahadeb or the
Shaiva Shastras, and (o lower the greatness of Mahadeb him-
self, he inserted in his Purans many things which were alto-
gether false. Among these inventions were all thosc pagsages
you have quoted or referred to they are, then, equally nnworthy
of regard with the rival Kashi of the same Vyas. Itis more-
over related, both-in the Purans and the ‘Pantras; that V)vas
having incurred the %nilt of sin in those falsf: averments, alter-
wards intreated of Mahadeb forgiveness of his offences; your
assertions, Uercfore, are wholly inadmissible. Besides, that
the all: mereiful Shiva should have _composed false Shastras,
with the express purpose of deceiving the world, is a supposi-
tion opposcd alike to seripture and to reasoi.
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| large‘amounts, and they pressed him to pay liis' debis.

A few-Chapters from the Life of Luther.
CHAPTER IX.

Luther's first attack on e Papuacy—Pope Leo'in want of
money resorts to the sale of indulgences—Acecount of Tet-
xel—Luther’s bold oppositionto his proceedings.

In 1516 Lather made his first attack on the Papacy by pub-
lishing ninety-nine propositions in opposition {o the prevailing
errors of the: Church, which he offered to maintain by a public
discussion. He sent a'copy of these to John Lange, Pri-
or of the monastery of Exfurth, and wrote to him thus: “Tam
ready to come among you and publicly maintain these propo-
sitions, eilher in the University or in the Monastery.” Lu-
ther's challenge was not accepted. Fhemonlks of Erfunth con-
tented themselves wit letting him' know that these theses had
greally displeased them,

He sent a copy of them also to John Meyer, a teacher at
the University of Tngolstadt,in Bavaria, but he passed them
'by without notice.

At this time Luther had no thought of liecoming a Reformer.
Ilis simple desigu was to raise a discussion in the umversities
on certain points of theology in which his mind was'greatly ini-
terestéd.

But Providence was preparing the way for an important con-
flict in which Luther was to be a conspicuous agent. One a-
buse had followed another in the Chureh; and the pricsts as a
class had become worldy, licentious, unprineipled; and corrupt.
A few of the more virtuous had raised. their voices m vain in
protestation against such evils, existing among the teachers of
religion,  But the fact was, religion was very little taughts the
Bible was almost unknown, and worldly ambition, intrigue,
and the pursuit of sensual pleasures were the ruling prineiples
of the majority of the clergy from'the Pope downwards. If ef-
forts at reformation were made, they were so feebly put forth
as Lo be unavailing against the tide of iniquity, that now swas
swelling ‘higher and higher; and it séemed as if all traces of
virtug and piety would ere long be overwhelmed and lost.

| There were some who looked on this state of: things with pain-

ful apprebensions, and sighed and prayed for a reformation,

| but the way and means of efiecting a change, they could not

discover. God alone could make this known,

‘L'he first scenes of the conflict were to be in Germany. A

greal agitation reigned among the people. ‘The Pope had o-

pened a vast market on the earlh. Leo X. was in great want
of money. ‘His cousii Cardinal Purci, who was as skilful in

the art of amassing money, as Leo was prodigal in spending

it, advised him to have recourse to the sale of indulgences.

| The Pope. therefore, published a bull, proclaiming a general
| indulgence, the product of which, he said; should be appropri-

ated to the building of St. Peter’s Chureh at Rome.

There, was then in Germany a young prince, Albert, brother
of the Elector Joachim of Brandenburg who atthe age of twen-
ty-four had been made Archbishop and Blector of Mentz and
Magdeburg; and two years after was made Cardinal. Albert,
like his Holy father Leo, was in, want of mouey. Some rich
merchanis of Augsburg, named Fuggers, bad advanced him
But
he was so much involved that he could not,pay the Pope for
his pallium.*

It was quite natural that Albert should form the project of
resorting 1o the same means as his superior to obtain money.
He solieited from the Pope the contract for the “farming” of

| all'the indulgences; and proposed to divide the profils. Leo,

in aceepting the bargain, required immediate payment ofl the
price of the pullium. Alberl, who was all the while depending
on the indulgences for the means of discharging this claim, ap-
plied to the Fuggers, who, thinking it a safe investment, made,
ol certain conditions, the required advances; and were ap-
poiuted cashiers in this great undertaking,

‘Petzel, already notorious in such matiers, hastened to Mentz,
and tendered hiis services to the Blector. ITe was accepled; and
thus it was that all this traffic passed into the hands of his order.

Tetzel, ever since the year 1502, had filled the office of an a-
gentfor thesule of indulgences. He liad an allowaice of eighty
florins per wonth, all his expences defrayed, and he was allow-
ed.a carriage and, three horses; but we may readily imagine
that his indirect emoluments far exceeded his allowances. In
1507, he gained in two days at Freyburg 2,000 florins. If his
occupation resembled thatof a mounteback, he had also the
moralsof one. Convicted at Inspruck of adultery and abomi-
nable profligacy, the Emperor Maximilian ordered that he
should be put in a sack and thrown into the river, but the B-
lector Frederic.of Saxony interceded for him; and obtained his
pardon. To tlie theology of a monk, and the zeal and spirit
of an inquisitor, he united the greatest effrontery, What most
helped him in his office was the facility he displayed in the in-
vention of the strange stories with whicli the taste of the com-
mon people is generally pleased. No means caime amiss to
him to fill his coffers.

*The Pallium was an ornament made of white wool
interspersed with black crosses, which, after being bles-
sed by the Pope, wassent by him to the archbishops, as
a sign of their jurisdiction.” The Pope, received as the
price of each of these ornaments from 25,000 to 30,000
florins.  (In sterling money over £2,000.)
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"The dealers in indolgences passed through' the gountry in a
gay carriage, escorted by three horsemen, in gréat state, and
spending money freely.. When the procession approached a
town, a messenger waited on ithe magistrate: ¢The grace of
God, and of the Holy Father, is at:your gates [ said the jen-
voy. Instantly eveny thing was inmotion in the place., The
clergy, the priests, the nuns, the council, the school-masters,
the traders, with theirflags,—men and women; young and old,
went forth to meet the merchants, with lighted tapers in their
hands, advaneing to the sound of music, and of all the bells of
the place; “so thrat,” 'says an historian, “‘they could not'have
given a grandeur welcome to| God himself.” .

To draw the attention:of ‘the speclators in these sales, Tot-
zel bore a greatired crossy and played a miost prominent pant.
His port was lofty, his voice sonorous, and’ he seemed! yet in
ithe prime:of his strength, though, he was past his sixty=third

~years

The first time Luther heard of 'Petzel was; as far as we are
linformed, in. the years 1516, at.Grimma.. . Luther was. in-
2 b 1

“dignant, and exclaimed, “God. willing, I will make a hole in

his:drum.”

"Petzel, in his.return from Berlin, took up his abode at Ju-
{erboch. | Staupilz had repeatedly called the attention of the
Elector Frederic (o'his disgraceful proceedings. The princes
of ‘Saxony had' forbidden lim to enter their provinces, but he
drew dsnear as hecould to Saxony.

Lullier was/still at this time fullof rospect forithe'Church and
for the Pope; but, at the sanze time;) his heartwas ready to take
fire for what! he/thouglit thestruth} and against what; in his
judgment, was @ror. 4o o Il el o) :

. One day he,was.in the confessional in; Wittemberg.  Sever-
al residents of that town, presenle,i(,lbcmselvos; they confessed
themselyes guilty o,fvngc'at frrc};dlurilies. He ,rcpfoved,’ rebuk -
od, and instructed them, but what was his astonishment, when
they feplied that they did not intend to abandon their sins!
Shocked' at this, he declared, that if they would not he could
not absolve them: '[hén‘ihese poor ereatures appealed Lo their
létters of indulgéitces; but Lather réplied that hehad nothing
to do'with theirpaper; and he added, “If you do not turn from
thetevil of your wayjyou will all perish.” They rencwed their
application; but, “they must cease;” lie said, “to do evil; and
learn to.dé well;orotherwise no absolution. ~ ¢‘Have & care,”
added he, “How you, give ear to the indulgences; you have
something better o' do than to buy licences which: they: offer
you for paltry pence.”

Much alarmed. these Wittembergers returned to Tetzel, and
told him that an Augustine monk treated his.indulgences with
contempt. ITctzel, al this , was full of anger; he beld forth in
the pulpit, used insulting expressions and curses, and, tostrike
the peoplé wilh the more'terror, he hiad a firelighted’ several
times in {He grad dquare, dnd’ declared (hat'he'was' ordered
By the Pope to'barh theshieretics who shpuld®dire to oppose
bis most holy indulgénces. !

- “Inuther; called on alike by gbédience o the truth of God and
by love to man, ascended the pulpity and preached, faithfully
and strongly against inditlgences, m bold" and enérgetic lan-
“gaage, This'sermon wasiprinted; and it madéta deep impres-
sion on-all who read it. ! ! '

A THIEF SAYED.

A Caffre,a fine, tall, athletic young man, addicted
to all the debasing and demoralizing' dustoms of hisna-
tion, ‘one night' resglved ' to go into'the eolony for the
purposel of stealing o horse; whichiisa common. prac-
tice withithem. | Heimmediately left home, cameinto
the colony, and watched for an opportunity.of acceom-
plishing his purpose, which goon presented itself. He
found two horses grazing'in a sheltered situation near
a bush, and he instantly seized one of them and’ made
off with it as fast as he.could: Blated with hissuccess,
and rejoicing in the prospect of securing his prize with-
out being detected, he proceeded. to Caffreland, when
all at once the thought struck’ him, “Thow shalt not
steal.!” He could go no farther. He immediately drew
up: the horse and said to himself, “Wh.at is thig? [
have frequently heard these werds before in the church,
but I never felt as I do now. This must be the word
of God.” "He dismounted and held the bridle in his
hand, hesitating whether to go forward with the horse
or to return bacly with it; and restore it to its owmer.
Tn this position le continued for upward of an hour.
At last he resolved to take the horse back again, which
he accordingly did, and returned home a true peni-
tent determined to serve God. ' When he reached his
dwelling, he could not rest; sleep had departed from
him; the arrows of conviction struck fast in his con-
science, and he could not shake them off, The next
day he took an ox out of his Kraal, or cattle place, and
wont to the nearest village to sell‘it, in order that he
might buy European clothing with the money and at-
tend the house of  God like o Christiah. = When he re-
turned with his clothes, he went to the minister's house,
told him all that had taken place, and requested to be
admitted on tridl as &'church member, The minister,
cheered with this statement, ‘gladly received him; and
after keeping himon trial the appointed. time, and
finding Lim consistent in his conduct, ashort time ago
baptized him; and he is now a full member of the Chris-
tian church,and adorning his Christian profession.

MR. CHALNIRS.
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ABSURDITIES OF ASTROLOGY.

Asrrorocy is the art of divining future
events by means of planetary and stellary po-
sitions; aspects, &c. This art was in great re-
putation among the ancients, particularly the
Chaldeans, Egyptians, Greeks, Romans, &ec.
When these nations became extinct, it was al-
$o consigned to the oblivion it merited. But
in India the case is otherwise. Through all
the vicissitudes of time and the revolutions of
fortunes, it has continued to sway its sceptre
with undiminished glory over millions of im-

- mortal beings. To the vulgar eye which views

this science at a distance, it appears an incar-
nation of wisdom, and its decisions are taken
for the oracles of the deity. Approach this
dreaded majesty, and you grasp only a phan-
tom. It is a dream in the night, a castle in the
air.  This art had its origin in the whimsical-
iy fertile brains of those deceiving men, who,
for worldly aggrandizements, or for the exe-
cution of their ambitious projects, palmed it
off upon the credulity of the ignorant; igno-
ran! 1 say, as otherwise it would have been
chased away to its original nothingness. In
order to place the propriety of my remarks in
a better light as well as to show the nature
and absurdity of the system, I shall here give
a succinct account of the method of divination.
When a man consults a diviner,

i, Let him (the diviner) consider himself
as seated on the centre of a circle which ex-
tends indefinitely on all sides. Divide this cir-
cle into twelve equal parts, and call the eastern
division Taurus, the next to the south of it
Gemint, §e. giving to each in succession, the
corresponding name in the order of the signs
of the Zodiac. The division on which the
enquiring man stands is called the sign of
Aruda; hence the abovementioned circle also
1s called the circle of Aruda.

2. To determine the Cavippu or canopying
812N,

Count the number of signs intervening be-
tween therising sign and that of Aruda. Then,
beginning from the sun’s Vithi, count as many
signs as there are units in the number found,
and the last sign will be the canopying sign.

Observe (1) that the arc ofthe horizon, com-
prebended between the sun’s northern and
southern risings is divided inlo three equal
patts called the sun’s Vithi, the northern-most
division being called the Masha Vithi; the in-
termediate the Rishape Vithi, and the souhern-
most the Mithuna Vithi.

2. The sign in the eastern horizon is
said to be rising (Udaya) while the one
in the western is setting (Padu). The
fourth from the rising sign in the order of the
signs is in the nadir (Nirkil) and the tenth in
the zenith (Ucham.)

3. To determine the aspects of the signs and
planets. A

The sign or planet that is rising has a full
oi complete aspect to the 7th from it,—a three

quarier aspect to the 4th and 10th,—and a
half aspect to the 5th and 9th,—and a quarier
agpect to the 11th and 3d.

4. The nauspicious planets are the Sun,
Mars, Saturn, Raku, Kéthu, the Moon in the
dark half, and Mercury while occupying the
same sign with the sun; the rest are auspi-
cious ones.

5. The Moon and Jupiter look at the face
horizontally; the Sun looks up ;s Mars looks as-
feance; Mercury and Venus have a downcast
ipok; and Raku and Kéthu look with one eye.

6. The sun sits facing the east; Venus
southeast; Mars south; Raku soulhwest; Sa-
turn west; the moon norithwest ; Mercury nonih ;
and Jupiter northeast,

7. Venus, the Moon, and Raku are females ;
the Sun, Mars, and Jupiter are males’; and Ké-
thu, Mercury and Satarn are hermophrodites.

8. The Sun and Moon belong to Kshatiriya
caste; the Moon and Jupiter, to the Brahmin-

ical; Mercury, to the Veisya; Venus, to the
Vellala; and Saturn and Raku are of low caste.

9. The Sun is a square; the Moon, a circle;
Mars, an udukku; Mercury, a triangle; Jupi-
ter, an ellipse; Venus, an octagon; Saturn, a
curve line; and Raku, a straight line.

10. Mars’s age is 16; Venus’s, 7, Nercu-
ry’s, 20; Jupiter’s, 30; the Moon’s, 705 the
Sun’s, 50; and Raku and Saturn’s, 100.

11. Venus has a scar or mark on the face;
Mars, on the back; Jupiter, on the shoulder;
Mercury, below the arms; the Moon, on the
head; the Sun, on the 1waist; Saturn, on the
thighs; and Riku, on the legs. :

In a similar manner the signs of the zodiac
are also disposed of. Good or evil is then di-
vined from the aspects of the planets in the A-
ruda, Cavippu, Udaya, and Kéndrams, as well
as from the ahove enumerated patticulars of
each planet.*

Now, see the profundity of this mystic art!
It is as ridiculous as it is absurd that the
sublime philosophy of the heavens (Astrono-
my) is thus degraded to such base purpos-
es. We might as well believe the story of
Mohammet’s breaking a part of the moon in
order to light up his camp in a dark night as
to give credit to this fabrication of lies. How
can a man in his senses believe that the pla-
nets(some ofwhich are several thousand times
greater than the huge globe we tread upon,)
assume the figures of men, beasts, birds, &c.
in order to influence human affairs? We know
from science that planels are material bodies
subject to the law of gravitation, changes of
seasons, &ec. just in the same manner as the
earth is. It is even ascertained by means of
the Telescope that the surface of the moon
which is the nearest of the heavenly bodies is
diversified with mountains and valleys, rocks
and plains of'various sizes and descriptions, and
that on the surface of the other plauets also,
there are indications which may lead to simi-
lar discoveries. Now, can uninfelligent matter
govern the wntelligent universe? Ifthe earth with
which we are in constant contact has no influ-
ence in the regulation of human affairs, why
should we suppose that the planets which are
thousands of miles distant from us transmit
theirinfluence through the immensity of space;
much less of the fixed stars.

On the other hand supposing for argument’s
sake that the planets somehow or other exert
a mysterious influence on the affairs of men,
it evinces a want of consistency in their own
principles on the part of the original framers of
the system, aswell as their utter ignorance of
the number and disposition of the planetary
orbs, that more than three-fourths of the num=-
ber have been omitted in the calculation of
their pretended influences. For, it is a fact
incontestably proved by ocular demonstation
that beside all the planets ever known to the
Hindus, there are no less than twenty-two
planetary bodies belonging to the solar system;
viz, Ceres, Pallas, Juno, Vesta, Herschell, the
four satellites of Jupiter, seven of Saturn, and
six of Herschell. Now if there be any influ-
ence in pianets, certainly it must be predicat-
ed of these also: and before ascertaining the
particular influerces of these, what Astrcloger
can pretend to give us the true planetary re-
sults of the year, without shamefully subject-
ing himself to the redicule of others.

But if we turn our thoughtsto the innumer-
able hosts of stars which deck the nocturnal
canopy of the heayens, and instead of looking
upon them as no more than mere sparks, con-
sider, as we -are evidently authorized by seci-
ence to do, that they are immense globes no
way inferior to our sun, either in size or in
splendor, and probably the centres of innumer-
able worlds which revolve round them,—we
are irresistibly led to the conclusion, that all

*For a full understanding of the subject, the reader is refer-

red to consult Sinentra ﬂ?ali, Graha Sintamani, and other
astrological works in Tamil.

the results of astrological calculations wheth.
er given in Panchangam, Horoscope or Di.
vination, must of necessity be erroneous, untj|
the particular influences of the myriads of sung
with their attendant planets and satellites e
fully and clearly determined. What is a grain
of sand to the earth? And yet the latter jq
not 50 great compared with the former as the
whole influence of the seven planets known t,
the Hindus is less than that of the universe,
Take now into consideration the grasp of mingd
requisite to take into view a survey of the
whole universe and the mighty power ofjmlg.
ment which is necessary to see through the
complexities whether the combined result ofal
these suns, planets, and satellites is good or
bad.  In the face of such facts, who would
hesitate to say, that every astrologer is a blind
leader of the blind! What then is the founda-
tion upon which this grand system is based?
Upon a nonentity; for pure falsehood is pure
nonentity. Why does it pretend to divine ori-
gin? Asin all those grand errors which haye
held in subjection the faith of nations as well
asindividuals,—it isengendered in the fact that
if the systemshould appearin its own true shape
and native deformity, it would be so black ard
horrid thatno one would look upon it but with
dread. Toattribute tothat Being whose wisdom
is seen in all his works, this jargon oflies—a
thing which would be folly even in the sons of
men, is blasphemy indeed. Let usnow appeal
to the experience and observation of those who
are dupes of the system, and inquire whether
the results given by astrological ealculations
agree with what actually takes place— ot
whether the coincidences and failures are such
as we see in the divination of children for play
as to the number of nuts in their play-mate’s
hands being odd or even. Ifthe profound cal-
culations of astrologers are no hetter than the
guesses of your children, why do you incur so
much expence for their sustenance?  But if
you plead the custom of your fore-fathers asa
sufficient reason for your thoughtless recep-
tion and blind veneration of the system, re-
member that it is as wrational as the foolish
conduct of those sheep which blindly following
the steps of their leader perished in the river.
Listen, therefore, to the following injunction
of the Bible. “There shall not be found a-
mong you any one that maketh his son or his
daughter to pass through the fire or that useth
divination or an observer of times or an en-
chanter, or a witch, or a charmer, or a consul-
ter with familiar spirits or a wizard or a ne-
cromancer.”’—Deut. xviii 10, 11.
The translaton of this article willbe given in our next.
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RELIGIOUS PARTIES IN GERMANY.

'The Constitutionnel gives the (61]owing sketch of the
different religious sects which now divide Germany:

«Qriginally, the religious movement which now agitates
Germany had nothing im common with politics. It would be
au equally bold hypolhesi§ to maintain that the religious a-
wakening of each Church is the offspring of the plots or con-
spiracies of Radicalism. Itis not that at the present moment
ihe political dissidents do not seek to make common cause
with the religions, in order to avail themselves of the opposi-
tion of these lauter; but in prineiple the religious movement
was altogether foreign to political opinions.

i 1{ is the encroachments of wltramontunism that have pro-
duced the “Catholic dissidents” and it is from *Rationalism’—
sanctioned for half a century by a great part of the Protestant
Clcr?‘y, and badly resisted by the orthodox —that the sect of

0

“the X'ri

riends of Laght’ (Licht-F'reunde) has sprung forth, Ul-
wramontane ideas no longer go down in Germany. The par-
\ial success they have obtaiued here and there since the peace
of 1815 has been by no means decisive, and when it was re-
cently wished to strike great blows by making use of ultra-
montane means to revise the faith, the only real effect that
ihose meaus produced was, on the one hand, the contmuation
of religious indifierence, and, on the other, astonishment, then

reflection, and finally opposition and heresy. 'This schism, or,
if you will, this new hevesy, is not the work of a single man.

“ When Ronge, whom chance more than any other circum-
stance threw into the arena, published his famous letter to the
‘bishop of T'reves, he hardly thought to become the leader or
the standard-bearer of a new sect, and a few months sufficed
1o rally round bis cause from 60.000 to 70.000 malcontents from
all parts of Germany. A Synod is suddenly assembled at
Leipsic, where the dclcgi_ucs of'the Catholic dissidents decree a
quasi-Protestant confession. The dissidents reject the enfore-
o1 celebacy of the priesthood, the auricular confession, the
idolatrous adoration of the Virgin Mary, and the authority of
the Pope (or Bishop of Rome;) they only admit the sacraments
adopted by the Prolesiant Church; they have retained, besides,
the Divine service of the Romish Church, but the mass 15 cel-
ebrated in the German or vernacular tongue.

“Amongst the sectaries of ‘neo-Catholicism’ there are no
doubt to be found a great number of intelligent and very esti-
mable persons, and even some of literary celebrity, but hither-

10 the movement has had no influence as far as the higher class- |

es and the public functionaries are concerned. 1u those states
of Gevmany where the {wo confessions are in presence of one
another, the ‘neo-Catholics’ are not exposed to positive perse-
cutions, but the Governments refuse to recognize them as are-
ligious community; and this keeps the public functionaries on
their guard, fearful from selfish motives, of losing a certain
livelihood by going over to the dissidents. Another eircum-
slance whlcgn has prevented the higher classes from prounounc-
ing in favour of the new creed, is the fact that the Reformers
at once came to a rupture without recall with the Romish re-
ligion, and instead of prolesting againstreal or fictitious abus-
es, have broken all the Jinks which bound them to the faith of
their fathers, and created a new religion established upon what
the German Protestant theologians call ‘vulgar rationalism’;
for, it is said in the confession of the ‘neo-Catholics’ that the
Holy Seripture, the unique basis of faith, may be interpreted
by every oue of the members of the Communion according to
the degree of his reason. ‘The step was immense; all accom-
modation with the Romish Church became inpossible, the new
confession went further in the liberty of conscience than even
that of the Protestanls,

* The most influential men of the Church of Rome. and at
the same time at the head of the age, whilst they dreaded the
encroachments of ultramoutanism, had expected other and
more moderate measures from the dissidents; but when the fa-
mous letter of Ronge resulted in the ultra-Protestant confes-
sion of Leipsie, the enlightened and moderate, but faithfal por-
tion of the Papists forgot the dangers of ultra-montanism to
joinhagainsl those who had broken so openly with the ancient
faith.

£ 8till, it eannot be denied, that the great and glorions cry
ofreligious emancipation and the reform of the Romish Church,
has found an immense echo in Germany, and produced an im-
pression which (in that country less than elsewhere) will not
be so soon obliterated. Ronge, Creski, Dorviat, and Kerbler
have been received with acclamations of enthusiasm in the
towns of mixed population. Even the arbitrary attempt to re-
press the reform in Austria and Bavaria has not prevented some
‘siray sheep' of the Rhenish provinces from assisting at the ser-
vice of the new Church on the frontier of another country.

“Neither can it be denied that the reforming preachers bear
the impress of an ardent religious spirit, that they recall to us
the primitive ages of Christianity, or that they have contribut-
ed to awaken many from the religious indifference in which
they slumbered for'so many years.

“It was in every sense of the term a religious awakening,
and no one can refuse to admit that Ronge 1s happily inspir-
ed with the truth of the Gospel, penetrated by a purely Chris-
tian religion; that he is to be admired for his indefatignable
zeal, his courage, and for a modesty and self-denial worihy of
the vocation which be contends that he has received. Iiven
his very enemies cannot refuse him their esteem, apart from
the heresy of which they accuse him, and ridicule has hitherto
hadno effectupon him. Ronge is thirty-four-years of age, and
his companions are still younger. Dorvial is twenty-two, and
18 less circumspect in his eloquence, whilst his sermons are
tinctured with less Christianity, and rather too much imbued

« with political feeling.

“Iiis to be regretied that Ronge has been followed and
preceded by denunciations and triumphal ovations which, spon-
taneous and uncalled for on the part of the people, have given
umbrage to some of the more antiquated and anile Govern-
ments of Germany, and so provoked repressive, if not perse-
culive, measures. It wasouly, then, when these Governments

t There are now 100.000 “neo-Catholics,” and 60 Popish
priests hav.e renounced the errors of Romanism.

did all in their lE:nwer to prevent the propagation of the new
doctrines, that the dissidents appeared to accept the support
of the political opposition.”

LETTER FROM THE MISSIONARIES IN STAM.
DECAY OF BOODHISM—SINGULAR PROPOSITION.

The king of Siam, as you have read in a late No. of
the Morning Star, despatched one of his ships to Ceylon,
about the close of the last year, to carry back some
Ceylonese Boodhists whom he had invited to Siam,some
two or three years before, and also to send a fresh ec-
clesiastical embassy to that island,—regarded by all
Boodhists as very sacred,—to make further religious re-
searches in the primitive nursery of their faith. That
embassy fulfilled its mission, and returned to Siam on
the 18th of June, 1845, bringing a letter to his Majes-
ty, through a son of the Praklang, from a high priest of
Boodh in Ceylon, written in English, and stating in
substance, that the religion of Boodh had become al-
most extinct in Ceylon, chiefly throngh the influence
of the Christian religion, and the schools and semina-
ries of the missionaries and English residents in that
part of the world; that great numbers of young men,
after receiving an English education, were promoted
by government to places of trust and of power; and that
if some aid from abroad could not be obtained to prop
up erumbling Boodhism in that island, it mustsoon be-
come entirely extinct. The writer expressed much
pain at the thought, that the very birth-place of hisre-
ligion should not have some permanent witnesses of it,
and requested that his Majesty, in his pious zeal for
Boodhism, would send him some funds, with which he
might build a wat, and support priests and disciples
permanently in honor of his god. He suggested that
this would be a noble work for a great King, and one
that would confer upon him the highest honors: of
Boodhism.

Such is the spirit of this extraordinary letter. One
would naturally suppose that such a communication
from the fountain head of Boodhism, written and de-
spatched under such circumstances, would produce a
decided effect of some Kindson Boodhism in Siam.
What that effect has been, or will eventually prove to
be, it is not in our power to say. We cannot but hope
and pray that it will tend to dishearten the King in his
Boodhistical devotion,—which is very great, and for
which he sacrifices his all,—and lead him to investi-
gate and seek after, and patronize the Christian religion.
While, by the word of God and abundant past experi-
ence, we know that we mustnot put our trust in princ-
es, yet we may hope and pray that the Lord will, in
some way, influence the mind of our King to withdraw
hisconfidence from his false god, and placeit in the on-
ly living and true God. Let such a change be effect-
ed, and who can tell how wide it will open all the gates
of this land for the King of glory to enter in!

Some eight or ten days after the return of the em-
bassy mentioned above, Chowfah-yai,—a high priest
and the leader of the liberal party in the priesthood, to
whose wat, it is believed, the different members of that
embassy chiefly belonged,—sent o messenger to our
mission, proposing that he would fit up gratuitously
a preaching and tract distributing house near his own
wat, on an eligible site, for one of our number o occu-
py for these purposes, provided we would give his Bx-
cellency and some of his pupils occasional lessons in
the English language; and that, if the proposition was
agreeable to us, the house should be ready in a few days.
While the message was addressed to the mission col-
lectively, it also signified that the Prince would be pax-
ticularly pleased to have Mr. Caswell go and occupy
the premises. Mr. Caswell has regarded it as proba-
bly the will of the Lord that he would accept the in-
vitation, improve the field thus opened for preaching
the gospel, and make an effort to lay the foundation
for a permanent English class in that wat, which, un-
der God, may grow into a very important Christian
seminary. Thisroyal priest ig a man of greatinfluence,
as a teacher of science and leader in religion. How
much he has been influenced by the letter from Cey-
lon, it is impossible for us to say. But it would scem
not unlikely that it may have had some influence upon
him: Would to God that it might lead him to despise
his false religion, and embrace the blessed gospel in its
stead!

Spep SowNn—New Paric.

Although our weak faith prevents us from taking
many cheering views' of the present direct and indir-
ect results of our labors, yet we sometimes have the
comforting thought, that a great preparatory work is,
nevertheless, going forward, concealed from us, butall
open to, and protected and sustained by, our all-wise
and almighty Lerd. We know, and all our unbelief
cannot gaingay it, that the knowledge of Jesus Christ
is continually spreading abroad among the inhabitants
of this kingdom of darkness, and is sinking deeper and
deeper into the minds of many.

But the people are almost constantly suffering fiom
some panic, originating among themselves or elsewhere,
from wars or rumors of wars, which, no doubt, operate,
as a great obstacle to the progress of the gospel among
them. About eight days since, a son of the Praklang,
being on government business in a Siamese province
at the south west adjacent to Penang, sent a written
message to his father, stating that the English were
collecting a fleet of many sail at Penang, with instrac-
tions to rendezvous at a certain island, south of the

Gulf of Siam, having further sealed instructions ywhich
they are not permitted to open, until the fleet shall haye
reached that island: and that it is rumored that they
will attack either Siam or China.

The effect of this letter was to stir up a great panic,
as suddenly as a storm of wind rises and bursts upon
us. Many of the princes and other officers of govern-
ment were despatched forthwith to Paenam, and thou-
sands of soldiers, as it is said, were urged down the
river, the same night, to protect their fort at thatl
place, and tighten their big chain, which they haye
stretched across the river, a mile or more above ifs
mouth, Some of our printers and family seryants have
been taken away from us suddenly for thisapprehend-
ed war, and our assistant physician, an Indo-Portu-
guese, has been obliged to go as an artillery-man for
the same purpose.

To what this will grow, we cennot saftly predief.
How much of truth there isin therumor we know not:
But we are not at all inclined to think that the Eng
lish have any designs whateyer upon Siam. If would
seem, from all that we can learn, that they have no
other than friendly regards towards this nation; so
much so, indeed, as nobly to overlook the pefty viola-
tions of their treaty on the part of the Siamesec. But
the King of Sianm will not allow his jealousy of the
English to cease, however much evidence he may
have that they are determined to be at peace with him.

(For the Morning Star.)

The arrivel of the Roman Catholic Bishep of Jaffna.—
The Very Rey. Oratio Bettacehini, Bishop of ‘T'orona
and Co-adjutor of the Vicar Apostolic of Ceylon, arviv-
ed at Jaffna on Monday the 4th inst. and was received
by the people with every demonstration of exulting joy
as their long expected Dlessing. His Lordship's arrival
constitutes another peculiar source of rejoicing to all
who are sincerely interested in the cause of religion; for
it seems the dawn of fruth has just commenced to shed
forth her goul-enlivening rays among the Romen Catho-
lics of this Province; and the first steps the Reverend
Gentleman has taken towards disseminating the truths
of Christianity are by distributing Bibles, Testaments,
and other religious books among the people. Itis al-
so his Lordship’s intention to establish a reading-room
in connexion with the school he means to open, and
meditates bringing abouta good amount of reformation
in the form of worship, now practised in the Provinee;
and we are glad to notice that the form he intends es-
tablishing, is quite a different one to that which was
authorized by the “Goa Fathers’ and in thisrespect the
Roman Catholic religion in its pure form and the pre-
per sense of the word is to be introduced into Jaffna
just this year, so that the religion which had hitherto
obtained in the province must be styled “Goaism™ rath-
er than “Romanism ' Owing to these reasons the Cath-
olie missionaries of the Goa mission do not seem to
have a good liking to the Bishop, and manifest, in gen-
eral, a highly discontented spirit. They are, it is said,
even trying fo circulate, among the people in their res-
pective Missions, a story that this Bishop is not an in-
dividual belonging to the Roman Catholic communion,
but a Protestant missionary has come under the assuin-
ed appearance of a Roman Catholic minister to con-
vert the natives more easily from their faith.

Whatever be the endeavours of this selfish and super-
stitious set of people to turn away the affeclions of the
people from their Bishop, it is our hope and prayer that
he will go on steadily in all his intended improvements,
and try to be a blessing to our country by contributing
to hasten the fulfilment of the words of our Lord
“There shall be one fold under one shepherd.”

A well wisher to Jaffac.

(For the Star.)

Cuorrra 18 Jarrnya.—This terrific disease which
has caused us so much anxiety for some months past,
and of which I came very near being a victim, hashad
a,very happy issue. It has pleased the Lord fodeliver us
from our distress, and to lift upon us the light of lis
countenance. The trial, through which he thought
proper to make us pass, though severe, contributed to
disclose to heathens the absurdity of worshipping their
idols, and of strengthening Christians in their piety.

After the cholera had ceased in thig neighborhood,
all hoped it would not return; but the Lord determined
otherwise; for four or five cuses of chalera the last week
cocurred at Oodoaville, among the families of whom
many died of the same a few months since, and thrés
or four other cases in the town of Jaffna—W. H. W,

CasuALITY IN JAFENA.—We are extremely sorry to lieas,
that on Saturday the 251l inst. a native soldier of the Ceylan
Rifle Regiment, while ascending the flag-staft and hoisting up
the flae for the celebration of the anniversary of her Majesty’s

hirlh-(&y,lhc pole having broken, lie fell down to the ground and
was geverely wounded, so much so that every body supposed
that he was instantaneously killed, as the’ ground benealh
is very hard; but a merciful Providence determined otherwise,
though his recovery is still doubtful.

Ceylon Students at the Medical Colloge, Calcutta =We
omitted in our previous notice to mention that a silver
medal for proficiency in Chemistry had been gained by
Mr. Coviypos, a.Ceylon student whom we find high-
ly spoken in every point of view. The report says:—
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“Bat we sheuld not do justice, if we neglected to call
particular attention to Mr. Covindon as being in every
respect zealous, diligent, attentive and well-conducted.”
Mr. MArxus, in addition te the case of instruments, pre-
sented by Mr. Caserox, gained the silvermedal of the
Ceylon Government for general proficiency, and we
find him deseribed as *“a Student who to general good
conduet, has united unremitting attention to his duties,
and distinguished attainments.”—Colombo Observer.

EpvcaTios 1y Ispra.—The number of schelars in
the educational institution of the East India Company
is. about 8231; of these 6035 are Hindus; 1683 Moham-
medans; 248 Christians. TFive eighths of the whole
number learn Bnglish; 426 Sanscrit; 572 Arabic; and
501 Persian. The Medical school sends out, it is said,
accomplished practitioners.

Carcurts. —The Halkarv announces the formation
of @ new society among the natives, the object of which
118 to defend Hinduism against the attacks of the Bram-
la Shable or Vedantist party. The meetings of the
soeiety are to be held at the house of the Late Babu
Lakhinarayan Muketji. The first meeting was held a
fow days ago. A portion of the Bhagavat was read,
music and singing followed. This society publishes
a paper entitled Nitya Dharma Anuranjika.

"The-so-called Vedantists have for some weeks past,
been preaching in the streets of Caleutta. The burden
‘of their preaching islow infidel objections against Chris-
tianity and Missions. s this all that Vedantism can
do for the people? To give them, instead of the Bible,
Pame and Carlile as guides in religion? Alas for the
people if this is all that a reformed and enlightened
Hinduism can do for them. Blind leaders of the blind
both will full into the ditch.— Cal. Christian Observer

Meniean Sruperes.—The Poornuchundrodoy,a na-
tive paper, says—<“To, our unspeakable joy, we now
find that of the three medical students who have gone
to England o complete their education, one hasreceiy-
&d a prize for his superior attainments.”” The honours
whieh this student has earned in the medical schools
of London reflect honour on Bengal, and his felloy-
countrymen have just reason to be proud of his tri-
umphs. But how will he be received when he returns
among them, after haying raised the character of In-
dig in Burope? Will he be not considered an outcast;
will he not be expelled from society? Will not the
DhurizaSubha, that conclave of orthodoxy meet and
declare ‘any man unfif for the intercourse of society
who shall associate with him,as they did, when Dwarxk-
Sata returned to India, loaded with the honours he
‘had received from the erowned heads of Europe?—
Friend of India.

Rary Scuesn.—Friday, April, 24.—The papers of
this morning announce another Rail Scheme from Al-
lahabad to Delhi, a distance of 400 miles, for which a
capital of 4 millions is to be raised; that is, at the rate
of £10.008, or a lac of rupees per mile.—ibd.

Muniricest Brqursts.—By the will of the late Rev.
HEyry Camrszr, of Conley, near Uxbridge, the fol-
lowing charities will, upon the demise of his widow,
become entitled toan equal participation of the sum
of £15:000. viz:—The hospital for the consumption and
diseasies of the chest, the Church Missionary Society,
the British and Foreign Bible Society, the Society for
the conversion of the Jews, the London Missionary So-
ciety, the Religious Tract Society, and the Socicty for
the suppression of cruelty to animals.—fbid.

Brouest or A Jew.—Soroox Heine, who died re-
cently at Hamburgh, Germany, left nearly $700,060
for charitable and benevolent purposes.

Spary.—Another revolution of a most serious char-
acter has taken place in Spain. The Ministry of Mar-
quis of Miraflores, ag we stated in our last issue, is at
an end, but the closing scene of its existence was one,
rarely witnessed in a constitutional assembly. The Min-
istry were called upon to explain their position to the
Chamber, and M. de Mirafloresassured the House that
the Cabinet possessed the confidence of the queen. In
the stormy discussion which took place on this oceca-
sion, the conduct of the President of the Chamber was
censured by M. Pezuela, and the President instantly
ordered him fo be arrested. While this scene was go-
ing on, Gen. Narvaez was arranging his ownschemes,
and on the next day, it was announced that he was a-
%}tin in power and actively engaged in forming a new
Ministry! This sudden change was accompanied by a
rumour of some violent attempts to alter the coustitu-
tion, which Gen. Narvaez is said to have long contem-
plated. The details of this attempt have reached Paris
by telegraphic despatch. Itappears that Narvaez, on re-
suming office, submitted an address to the queen, sign-
ed by all his Cabinet, calling upon her majesty to sus-
pend the Cortes and the liberty of the press. Zwo roy-
1l decrees followed in full compliance with the recom-
mendation. The first suspend the Cortes; the second

*He is a native of Wannarponnay, Jaffna, We believe he
received his education mostly in the Wesleyan Mission School
at Jaftna, under the Superiniendance of the Rey. Mr PERCI-
VAL —Ed, M, Star,

directs that for certain offences, namely, the publication
of that which may be deemed seditious master, the of-
fending journal be suspended, and for a repetition or
aggravated offence, such journal be deﬁmtely suspend-
ed—in other words, suppressed. Both the Senate and
Chamber of Deputies met, but immediately adjourned
on receiving communications from the new President
of the Council (Naryaez) suspending their sitting by
the queen’s command. Dvery body expected that the
Cortes would be forthwith dissolved.

FuNERAL oF TEE QueeN oF Gresizs —At Wincan-
ton, a remarkable funeral took place. It was that ef
Dove Burton, commonly called the “Queen of the Gip-
sies.” The deceased, who was ninety-five years of age,
with her aged husband, (the “King™) wasadmitted in-
to the Wincanton Union Housesome time since, being
unable any longer to tramp the country, and she died
there and ‘was followed to the grave by her aged pant-
ner and some of the gipsy tribe, very respectably dress-
ed, and who appeared to feel deeply their loss. They
paid all expenses attending the funeral —Friend of India:

Sanpwicn Isnanps.—The following account of the
trade at the Sandwich Islands will be read with inter-
est

Trade is very brisk at the islands It is not so much
a domestic trade, ereated by the wants of the islanders
themselves, ag it is a foreign trade created by the ex-
change of commodities between Oregon, South Ameri-
ca, the India islands and China, for which the islands,
owing to their central position, are the most accessi-
ble mart. The merchants of Honolulu are only be-
ginning to reap the rich rewards of their industry and
enterprise. Among the great variety of productions
and commodities on sale in their warehouses, are the
following received by vessels direct from China:—Din-
ner sefs and China ware, grass cloth, bamboo chair,
teas of all kinds, sugar-candy, superior sweatmeats in
great variety, silk goods, fancy boxes, and every vari-
ety of faney goods. Vessels from Manilla bring in cof-
fee, Manilla cordage, plain and fancy coloured silks,
feather fans, Chinese fireworks, painted lanterns,drugs,
cheroots, shoes, mattings, straw hats, &e. The Colum-
bia river packets bring in from Oregon, singles, tim-
ber, flour, navy and pilot bread, beef, pork, salmon,
soap, butter, corn meal, rye, and all the productions of
arich agricultural country. English and American ships
convey to the islands,—cotton and woolen fabries, lin-
en goods of every kind, boots, shoes, hats, twine, iron
hoops, rivets, iron in bars, flat, square, and round; sheet
lead, lead in bars, (for the China market) white lead;
naval stores, crockery ware, oil, paints, saws, farming
implements, pots, kettles, leather, pipes,brogans,knives,
and bard ware goods generally, &ec. &c. California,
the west coast of Mexico, Peru, Chili, send pearls and
gold and silver ore. The Spice islands send pepper,
mace, cinnamon, cloves, alspice, &c. &e. There is a-
bundance of gold and silver coin, but the king of the
islands is without a mint, and his subjects have no na-
tional currency. This want will be supplied by the
establishment of a mint as soon as the king can obtain
the services of two or three persons acquainted with the
process of coining.

Sosprxsion Bripers 18 Bernz.—The Suspension
Bridges of this city (Berne) are ranked among the
wonders of the world for their remarkable length and
height. One was opened in 1834 which was 905 feet
long, 174 feet high, and 28 feet:broad, and cost $125,000.
As serious doubts existed of its solidity and strength,
notwithstanding the vastness of its supports, extraer-
dinary means were used to test its powers. First, fif-
teen pieces of artillery drawu by 50 horses, were march-
ed across, then they were crowded as compactly as
possible on various portions of it. The ends and cen-
tre sustained the enormous pressure without any im-
portant change, though a depression occurred in one
case of 39 1-2 inches in the centre. As the bridge was
computed to be able to sustain a burden of quadruple
this amount, a quantity, much larger than it, would
probably ever be called upon to bear, on the following
day it was ceremoniously opened to the public by the
bishop and the authorities of the town, who marched
across the noble structure in company with two thous-
and persons, keeping time with a splendid military
band preceding them. This is said to be the severest
ordeal to which can be subjected, indeed so great is it
deemed that, in general, when troops are passing over
a work of this kind, they are ordered to change the
march, so that one half of each shall step with the
right foot, while the other half step with theleft. Not-
withstanding the severity of the trial, however. a slight
oscillation only was perceived. &

Within a very short time, another bridge has been
built, not so long as the first, but much higher, being
705 feet in length, and 285 feet above ground. The
impossibility of constructingany other species of arch-
itecture to span the river Aar, whose lofty blufiz, aris-
ing on both sides, have caused the erection of this work 3
malkes it at once an object of curiosity and an orna-
ment to the city. The eye beholds the stream and
rocks; the houses and people below, and while the
brain grows dizzy with the distance, fears are excited
on observing that the whole stupendous mass is sus-
pended on four apparently frail cables of iron wire.—
Cor. of Newark Adv.

MoRHON PREPARATIONS FOR MOVING.—James Arling.
ton Bennett writes thus to the New York Swun:—“They,
are already organized twenty-five companies of one
hundred families each, to be filled up during the winy.
er, for the march to California. Bach family of toy
persons will have a strong wagon drawn by four oxey
and supplied with every thing necessary for the jnumey’,
A troop of horse will be organized asanadvance guard,
The whole Mormon people are called in from Hurope
and America, so that they expect about two hundreq
thousand persons to congregate within one year o
the bay of Franciscol—Several ships will be fitted oyt
in England to tale their people round Cape Horn, ang
others will sail from NewYork in the spring.”

BurviNG ALIVE 1N BALTIMORE.—A most horrid cage
of burying alive occurred in the city of Baltimore, and
which, although generally talked of; has, out of respect
to the friends of the deceased, been excluded from the
public prints. A young lady was taken sick and dicd
very suddenly, as was supposed by the family and phy-
sician, and was placed in the coffin and carried to tlie
depository of the family, and was placed in the family
vault. A few days afterwards on visiting the vault,
they were struck with the horrible sight of the youny
lady in her burial clothing, out of the coffin, and sitting
up against the side of the wall—dead!

As may be supposed, the discovery has plunged a
family and large circle of acquaintances is the deepest
anguish. It was found on examining the coffin, that
the lid had been pressed off by the young woman, who
had actually been buried before the vital spark had fled,
and who had returned to consciousness, but to die the
most horrible of deaths! Many may doubt thig; butit
is too true to be denied.
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Dear Star,

Will any of your juvenile readers solve the
following problems.

ist. Todrawa straight line passing through:
a given point, and intersecting the sides of a
given angle, so that the part of it intercepted
shall have a given magnitude.

2nd. Suppose that in a certain period of

_years (i3) a planet performs a certain num-

ber of revolutions (11). Now, in a ecertaim
period of years unknown, this planet has per-
formed a certain unknown number of revo-
lutions, signs, degrees, minutes, seconds, and
19 of a second; then from this fraction 12,
how do we find the required period, and the
number of revolutions, &ec.

I remain, yours: B. €.

—
Dear Sir,

Availing myself of the impartiality you manifest in
giving publieity to communications of this description,
I take the liberty of penning these few lines, hoping
that you will be pleased to give an early insertion in
a corner of your extensively circulated Periodical.

From the rapid improvement and advancement made
by the Natives in the various arts, sciences; and mor-
als of Europeans; and especially from: the unwearied
exertions of tlie wissionaries of different denemina-
tions, we safely conclude, without fear of contradietion,
that our Island is much more civilized and nmproved
than it was half a century ago.

_Although such is the state of civilization and intel-
lectual advancement, yet it is o great source of regret
to every one deeply interested in the prosperity of oth-
ers, to find that the ancient superstition and ignorance
still continue with predominating foxee over the minds
of the great part of the native community.

For instance, if is not through ignorance alane, bat
also through self-love and pride, that we give the name
of the world to the least part of the universe; persuad-
ing ourselyes that our globe alone is inhabited; that the
sun was made merely to communicate to us its light
and heat; that the moon rnd stars have no other desti-
nation than that of lightening our nights, and showing
the trayeller his way.. The contemplation of the fixed
stars is sufficient to contradict this ridiculous opinion.
Is it probable that those celestial bedies, which are not,
luminous specks as they appear fo us, but great sung
should not have been created for better purposes? If
their only destination were to serve us as nocturnal
lights, they would be of no use tothe greater part of the
year. The frequent cloudy skies, and the number of
nights, that are lightened from other causes, would
make them almost useless. It must be confessed, that
it would heimpossible for us to see any utility in those
sung, if there were not, out of our globe, some creaturss
benefitted by thelight and heatof those orbs, orif they
were not themselves the abodes of different beings.

This conclusion appears still more natural, when we
reflect attentively on our solar system. We haye al-
ready observed that the moen, in many things, resem-
bles the earth. Such affinities authorise us to admit
others, and to suppose that there are also in the moon,
animals and rational ereatures, The analogy between
the moon and the rest of the planets leads us to form
the same conjectures about them, and thus we be-
hold around us innumerable multitudes of werlds, cach
of which has its peculiarities, laws, arrangements, pro-_
ductions, and inhabitants. ! ¥

1 here close my communication with the full hape
that this will be suflicient to remove the prejudices and
wrong impressions of many and bring them to the light.

I remain yours
Jafna,sahéay 15th.} A: RAMALINGAPULLAY.
1846.
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CONJUGAL AND MATERNAL LOVE.

Mr. Eprrog,

Many of your readers may be aware that Rev Mr.
Judson, Baptist Missionary in Siam, arrived in the U-
nited States of America, a few months ago. He is one
of the oldest American missionaries now in the field,
having laboured there mnearly thirty-five years. His
wife became very feeble, and on account of her health,
they sailed from Burmah for America with three of
their children, leaving three others behind, in the care
of the mission family, the youngest only three and a
fialf months old.  When near the Isle of France, Mrs
Judson’s health appeared go much improved, that it is
decided that her husband should return to Burmah and
leaye her to complete her voyage with her three children
to America. The lines below were written by Mrs. Jud-
son, on board the ship atthe time, addressed to her hus-
band. Subsequently she grew worse, and died at St. He-
Jena, where she was buried, and Mr. Judson came to
America with the children, a different course and un-
der very different circumstances from these anticipat-
ed in the lines.

THE PARTING.

Wz part on this green islet, love,
Thou for the eastern main—

I for the setting sun, love—
O, when to meet again?

My heart is sad for thee, love
For love thy way will be;
And oft thy tears will fall, love.

For thy children and for me.

The music of thy daughter’s voice, *
Thou'lt miss for many a year,

And the merry shout of thine elder boyst
Thou’lt list in vain to hear.

When we knelt to see our Henry die,
And heard his last faint moan,

Fach wiped the tears from others eye,—
Now each must weep alone.

My ters fall fast for thee, love,"
How can I say farewell!

But go! thy God be with thee, love,
Thy heart’s deep grief to quell.

Yet.my spirit clings to thine, love,
Thy soul remains with me.

And oft will hold communion sweet
O’er the dark and distant sea.

And who can paint our mutual joy,
‘When, all our wanderings o’er,

We both shall elasp our infants three, }
At home on Burmal’s shore.

But higher still shall raptures glow,
On you celestial plain,

‘When the loved and the parted here below
Still meet ne’er to part again.

Then gird thine armour on, love,
Nor faint thou by the way,

Till the Boodh shall fall, and Burmah’s sons
Shall own Messiali’s sway.

SHORT STORIES.

Lady Jane Grey, the very night before she suffered
death, addressed the following exhortation to her sister
in a letter written at the end of a Greek Testament.
I here send you, good sister Catharine, abook which,
thougit be not outwardlytrimmed with gold, yet inward-
ly is of more worth, than precious stones. It is the book
my dear sister, of the law of the Lord, and it will lead
you into the path of eternal life.”’—

At a time when violence attended every proceeding
in which religion was concerned Cranmer, Ridly, and
Latimer, three eminent bishops, were confined togeth-
er in a small apartment in the Tower. Their straight-
aned accommodations, however, were amply made up
to them by the comfort of each other’s society. They
cacried their Bibles with them, and on these, they em-
ployed their prison-hours, fortifying their faith, and ex-
tracting topics of consolation. “Such,’ observesa pi-
sus writer, are the scenes in which we are to look for
the triumphs of religion, where its great principles are
firmly rooted in the heart, human joysand human gri-
55, and human fears are trivial things.

The School Master —An Trish schoolmaster, being in-
lerrogated Ly one of his pupils with respect to the ety-
mology of the word Syntaz, replied, after some consid-
eration, that it received its meaning from the circum-
stance of the ancients having laid a taz on sin.

Philological Lore—Is there a word in the English
anguage that containg all the vowels? There is, un-

“ Abby Ann. 1t Adoniram and Elnathan.
{ Henry, Charles, and Edward.

questionably. To which may be added, facctiously, an-
other where all the vowels occur inregular order with-
out repetition; and here is another, which is furnished
that our readers may not accuse us of acting ourselves
abstemiously, in dispending our philological treasures.

Lorp Byron.—During the residence of Lord Byrox
at Venice, the house of a shoe-maker was destroyed
by fire, and every article belonging to the poor man
being lost, he was with a large family reduced toa
most pitiable condition. = The noble bard having ascer-
tained the afflicting circumstance of the event, ordered
a new and superior habitation to be immediately put up
for the sufferers; in addition to which, he presented
the unfortunate tradesman with a sum equal in value
to the whole of his lost stock in trade and furniture.
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Goafval Zanwnamw, — Against desiring the
wije of another.
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Hatred sin_, fear, disgrace; these four will,
never leave him who goes into his neighbor’s
wife, Drew,
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He who desires not the womanhood of her
who should walk according to the will of an-
other, will be praised asa virtuous household-
er, Drew.
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That noble manliness which looks not at the
wife of another is the virtue and dignity of the
great. Drew

NATIVE SCOHOOL NAS-
TERS,

WanteDp a Native School Mas-
ter, capable of teaching the Knglish
and Tamil languages grammatically.
A liberal Salary will be allowed to
a person of superior acquirements and
experience in teaching. None need
apply who cannot furnish satisfactory
Testimonials of character and ability.
A Christian will be preferred.

Apply ta the R2ev. P. BaArcHELOR,
Negapatiam.

Negapattam, 1Sth May 1846.
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