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* Free Design & Free Support

* Air Conditioning and Refrigeration SystemAs‘

* Ventilation
* Portable Airconditioning for sale

25 Brinkworth Road
Clayhall Essex
-~ IG5 0JS
el/Fax: 020 8550 7088
obile: 07956 396 280
.wgl_;shir()@hOtmail.com
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MANIPAY HINDU COLLEGE

OLD STUDENTS

S5th July 2003, 6.25pm
at
WEMBLEY HIGH SCHOOL
(CORNER OF OLDBOROUGH ROAD)
East Lane, Wembley

www.manipayhindu.com
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Pongum Pozhuthu Committee 2003

Left - Right: Mr R.Anpalagan (Adverts), Mr.D.Rabindramohan(President), Mr.S.Rangaraj (Catering)
Mr.T.Constantine(Secretary/Editor) Mr.K.Briden(Tickets) Mr.N.Kulendran( Tickets)

mmittee - 2003

Management Co

i

Seated (L-R)
Mr D.Rabindramohan (Vice President),

Mr.A.Kumararajan (President) : o & ; ;
Mr.S.Jeganathan (Secretary) Mr.N.Sushilan (Treasurer) Q%N@LDL{ & "’5)50 F FBIS D
Standing (L-R)

Mr.T.Sribaskaran (Membership) Mr.C.Sivanesan (Culture) ’ e
Mr.R.Anpalagan (Joint Treasurer), Mr.K.Rajkumar (Sports) M 61)5 m
Mr.V.Balakumar (IT), Mr.S.Rangaraj (Communication)

Mr.A.C.Vasan (Joint Secretary)




Meet our.... Chief Guest

A Thiru Moolan BSc(Hons) CEng
MICE FRICS

Graduated as Civil Engineer from South Bank
Polytechnic in 1981. Now qualified as a chartered engi-
neer and surveyor. Worked in the private sector on con-
tracting side for few years and joined local authority
building control after the abolition of the Greater
London Council. Worked in private sector consulting
engineers, before returning to local authority building
control in 1990.

Currently Head of Building Control at London Borough of Lambeth. Have a keen
interest in technical matters. Member of the Building Regulations Advisory
Committee (BRAC) advising the Office of the Deputy Primé Minister on Building
Regulations and allied legislation.

Guest of Honour Mr.V.Aravinthan

Mr Vimalathasan Aravinthan hails from Chankanai.

He graduated in IT in Australia and working as a Lead
Communications Analyst at National Australian Bank in
Melbourne.
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LGOI LOTEIIEN] FRIBID B Siemelsv 6L 6160 SHCHILD BITLD [Hlen6nHeMle0mev.
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Message from the Chief Guest

Looking for answers????

Compared to many other similar associations that are linked to their schools, we are the _
youngest and have a lot of potential to develop. With the potential of fast growth, we
have a degree of risks and of setbacks. Can we reduce the risk by spending a little time
thinking about how other organisations manage? :

Why do some organisations spend lots of time and money on developing their values
while others focus on getting on with the business? Many gurus in management claim
that the successful organisations must have specific written values. These are funda-
mental to everything that the organisation does. It will do and live by these guiding prin-
ciples. If all the successful organisations and companies have these values, can we learn
from them to make our association better, even stronger and more successful in the
shortest possible time?

What do we mean by values? Perhaps looking at some examples may help.

Respect — respect different opinions, respect people, environment, other associations,
treating people with courtesy, valuing every- contribution, respecting other religions
while following Hindu principles.

Service — service to MHC, helping all former students of MHC irrespective of their mem-
ber status? Helping associations in other countries, helping present and future students

of MHC.

Honesty — Being open about our decision-making, goals and objectives. Accepting mis-
takes when they are made. '

Hinduism - Following the aims of the college, meetings ‘and events confined to Hindu
principles.

List can be endless. These are just some thoughts that are here to provoke your own
thinking. I am not going to say this is the correct list to follow. Some of them could well
" be inappropriate. Do we want any of them? A

If we want to have some of them, will they restrict us? Absolutely! If we do not want cer-
tain principles to guide us, this is not the way forward. We would be wasting our time
thinking about these values. ‘

What is our Vision? Do we need one?

More questions......... start thinking!!!!

A. Thirumoolan
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MARUTHI CASH & CARRY
*  @6VmIend @QHaUl 2 ere)ll CIUIT[HL &6
¥ BHL6D 2_60016) 6UENDHDH6IT
*  LGienLOWITEN LOJ BB 616D D BH6IT
Original
DVD, VCD, CD, AUDIO & VIDEO
@ en6) SIMNHHBSHID @O G LD

15-17 Queensbury Station Parade
Queensbury HA8 5NR

Tel: 020 8952 6655
Fax: 020 8952 0201

TRUMPET FOOD & WINE
~ All Types of Beers, Wines, Spirits
& Continental Foods

10 Queensbury Station Parade
Queensbury HA8 5NR

Tel: 020 8952 9926
Fax: 020 8952 0201
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OBMID Heved MBHDLIHECET 2 MicslT 6T60EEOTEMTUID  6THRIGBEIT
FRGHH  FTTI0  eumed  etem  aurGaumudled G
| IDSIPFFuIenL_SHGme.
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610G FHIBSHHIGN UTUIELTEH, LISV LIGHLPUI LDT6WT6MT & (6THL_63T
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@QF FRAD JUTDISHH SHNH STENTLTOUH AMML Hemmey G 6IIbEID Lkibalohd
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Mr. V. Veerasingham - Our Past Principal

Justice of the Peace
Educationist -Member of Parliament - President of Co-operative Union

In the history of MHC the Veerasingham era is an indelible landmark. In order to under-
stand this we should have a clear picture of the social climate in which he lived. At that
time Sri Lanka (formerly Ceylon) was a British colony and the English schools were
mainly run by the Christian missionaries. The Tamils of the Jaffna peninsula received
their education through these schools, which enabled them to widen their knowledge and
seek better opportunities in life.

During this period Arumuga Navalar was very active in reviving Saivaism and the peo-
ple felt the need for Hindu schools so that their children could learn the Hindu way of
life. Realising this Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan founded the Parameswara College for
boys and the Ramanathan College for girls. Today the boys School has become the Jaffna
University.

In 1910 Mr V. Sangarapillai, a great philanthropist, founded the Manipay Hindu
College. At the early stage, it was fortunate in having Swami Vipulananda a world
renowned Tamil scholar as one of its Principals. In the thirties Mr V. Veerasingham
became the Principal and it was during his stewardship that MHC came to the limelight.
With the help of a dedicated teaching staff MHC was able to produce very good results
in the public examinations. Even in sports and games MHC equalled or excelled other
leading colleges in Jaffna. Compared to other educationists of his time he was first
among equals.

He did not confine himself to the boundaries of religious, cultural and educational activ-
ities ; he also played a pioneering role in the co-operative movement. As the President of
the co- operative Union he preached the co-operative spirit and encouraged the people to
open co -operative stores in every village, thus easing their economic burdens. In recog-
nition of his service to the people, he was made a Justice of the Peace by the British
Government.

When he retired he wanted to become a Member of Parliament and serve the people. He
contested the Vaddukkoddai seat as an Independent candidate and won the election.

In honour of his memory the people of Jaffna have named the municipal library after
him. The Veerasingham Hall is there for everyone to see with his portrait adorning the
entrance with his Dravidian features and his majestic Cholan personality.

His pupils whose lives he moulded will always say. “He made us into men”

YAL. N. ALAGAN

This is only a brief sketch of Mr. V. Veerasingham written from memory for the London
branch of the Manipay Hindu College Old Students’ Association. As such readers should

forgive me for any omissions and commissions.
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Editors Message
Adfufler &mHl
SO SlemIOLIL|DHDHafeor Dlaudlund

OR BIE®eTed amwed sOWISaTEr TSHSMD HIahdS HIaT
AHECHW  HIGHATHD UDWTHd STATOB, SRGarter sOQ
SIDOUYSSHETET UYWL QSHAUTHSO AFsideluL.  Gaaoru
QUSWHHL 2 GTATY. TP SHOMESITSOS 6TWY FATANTDEBHSU
UBLLQY, SLSSPLET GCULSH ABMLIUSET SBUGSSYD
UOSIOULL.  S9& GSTHDSSEHHS @dlauiyssat el
FOWHETR B8P BT, AUTGATISTY FSUMS ASHUTS QTLD
B, 6TE SSTUULL ASSHAPHS THSTB GUI, TP SIS SHOLTTHETUD STIITUS
FWEH AMSTUDTHSDTWO AGTOUGHSS @AiUSDET UTWTd DobHs afHSOTRE.

GTOGa  ASTOUN @HBSHONT GUISTR UMW (OTROTAJ  SHORSET  6Tog
SODNTHSU AUTGATISTY TSNS 2 galuTe @BHSD @8 GMAT UM SFUULL &9
BHOTESNT 0P CHOABDATULO B0 YISS AsWSITNRY. @FHONTHD QAU GSHET
ULOIRT ROTHIWS, QSTOOEHISSU UTMTOULST S0 ASSUTTROGDATD  UsOons
Qhay O USWTETRY. LF5S STOUTWSSRS @ETATS  (OT&TUU
SHPSHOMNTUDT UDQW IR SHESSET  QGRDTL6T Svarlien  abgmUS
2 pOGafsar, SEO SGVOUMS SOVAT GSWITITRRT, 2 USONAT FUHSIGOTHE,
QASWATATT DBWHISET, AUIGATIATT HEVDT, ORAYO DTURSHET, JHRSITR  YSEUNT
CUMRMGSHS GO MR AGSTTROT. CUVSEHW HIHHATRIATAT  AUIGHATIHY
5B SOOU SIWSIHPAPLDT QAUTRIDT AUTHFEEDAUSITAIO FHUGAD Ooa|d
CUIRMSSHHSHS).

GTODOU  GUITTR SIDTHDS SOVEFSHBRBEBO ULSIOULL.  (0BSDETUWO
2 ATAMHE, SISO GVUUTSHS SHEGERDHMD 2 DOSSHSH S RUAITHAT, (OBBIO
AUTGATIZTT fHWTe 2 pad G lUATemeT MHHIUESS, SATHDAT 2 ATAMHE F
afaner Smpy GaMeTsl UfeTdss GCARTIGD. SHESHRG AAETII0 QHme S
WESDAT GTOUE TOWLET @MUY  TOUSH B HADD ASRFS GAKTH.
ORTO  HIO BT SHOSOS LG ALSIBUIDTID SHRHO AFTLIEEUTS QUks
DETHTUWSS SLESEHTUUSHAT UsOOTSd SO GaadTHO.

S5 AIHHOTD GhoSOTHd & QOLHD (IFOUTD LHPS SO USHOW
OIEUIAN  SHRSO  UDWTS, SIS, SEITSSWOTS QATT BID 6TOWID SWTR
UESATUDU GNRB WA CRIIG.

5. QBIDTAD LT T
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Message from the Treasurer

It is with great pleasure, I present you the financial statements for the year
ended 30 September 2002 which was approved by our Auditors Vijay &
Co. The Success of ' Pongum Pozhuthu 2002’ enabled us to expand our
ability to provide more support to our college. From the surplus funds of
Pongum Pozhuthu 2002 we have purchased new chairs for the college
and rewarded the college Cricket team members to motivate them. At

present we are funding the salary of IT teacher for our college directly
from U K.

As the association step into its 2" year, it has continued its success in
raising funds to support our college in various ways.

I take this opportunity to request all members and well wishers to work
together in order to continue our support to college and to maintain the
success of our association.

N.Sushilan
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MANIPAY HINDU COLLEGE OLD STUDENTS ASSOCIATION (UK)
FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDED

30" September 2002

VIJAY & CO
Chartered Certified Accountants
51 Murray Road
Northwood
Middlesex

INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANTS' REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF

MANIPAY HINDU COLLEGE OLD STUDENTS ASSOCIATION (UK)

FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30™ September 2002

We have examined without carrying out an audit, the accounting records of the Manipay
Hindu College Old Students Association (UK) and other information and explanation
provided by the treasurer. ‘

We certify that the financial statement compiled and stated on page 2 for the year ended 30™
September 2002 are in agreement there with.

51 Murray Road M Vijayarajah

Northwood Vijay & Co

Middlesex Chartered Certified Accountants
HA6 2YP

28" February 2003
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MANIPAY HINDU COLLEGE OLD STUDENTS ASSOCIATION (UK)

FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDED

30" September 2002

Income and Expenditure Account

Income:

Members Subscriptions

Surplus from Pongum Poluthu (2002)
Bank Interest Received

Expenses:
College Banner

Web Site Hosting
Printing

Postage
Advertising

Sports Promotional Activities

Surplus of Income over Expenditure

Represented by:
Bank Current Account

Bank Deposit Account

50
150
140

77

60
190

3,060
4,651

7,714

667

£7,047

4,046
3,001

£7,047
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Students of
Mrs Annapoorani Sathiyamoorthy’s
Dance performance

Welcoming the Guest of Honour
Shobitha & Mrs Ramanathan

Speech by Guest of Honour Mr.Ramanathan Speech by Chief Guest Mr Rajakariyer
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Mr A.Kumararajan
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Speech by President of MHC OSA

Students of
Mrs Annapoorani Sathiyamoorthy’s

Dance performance
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Veena by the Students of
Mrs Senthilselvi Vamanananthan
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- OV CHAVFFEVUR DRIVE

Free on 08000 32 32 62
Tel: 020 8904 0003

Fax: 020 8904 0300
Email:booking@ov-chauffeur.couk Web:www.ov-chauffeur.co.uk

For your local service

CAPITAL CARS
Tel: 020 898 2233
Fax: 020 8904 0300
(The specialist “Airport Transfer Company limousine”
also available
6/7 seater, 12 seater vans available

Best wishes from

KS & Co Accom«tants

* Payroll preparation
* Accounts preparaﬁon
* VAT
~ * Book Keeping

N Self Assessment
- Tel: 020 8949 8973
Mobile: 07957 057 764
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Manipay Hindu College
- Estd 1910 ( A short history)

Manipay Hindu College was established in 1910, in accordance with the resolution passed
by the leading residents of the Manipay parish at a meeting held at the Vivekananda
Tamil School (Velakkai School) situated adjoining Velakkai Murugan Temple.

The aim of the College is to impart English education in a Hindu religious atmosphere.

The foundation stone was laid by the Chief Justice of Ceylon, Sri Joseph Hutchinson on
the 4th of July 1910, according to Hindu rites. Mr. Velayuthar Sangarapillai of Manipay,a
leading business magnate provided, the land for the buildings and he was elected
Chairman of the managing committee. He was the founder of MHC. It was decided to have
Thiruvalluvar’s maxim as the motto of the College

“®BD HILDBD SHDOBOA - BHBBLIDT

BB® ASHBSHD HB” -

Learn, after learning without doubt,

Live up to your learning.

Mr Veerachamy M.A. was appointed Principal of MHC. He hailed from Vadamarachy. The
founder passed away in 1912 and the public spirited members of the committee Mudaliar
Thiagarajah, Adigar Sellamuthu and others completed the buildings situated at
Sangarapillai Road which was named after the founder. Mr Veerachammy left after two
years of service. The successive principals were Messers Crossette, Hudson Paramasamy,
Sabapathipillai and Sivapathasundram (Saiva Periyar).

In 1920 Pundit Mylvaganam B.Sc (London) of Batticaloa was appointed Principal. It should
be noted to the credit of the pundit that he set the college on a sure footing. He introduced
the House system. He divided the students into three Houses - “ A House, B House and C
House. Competitions were held in sports oration, drama and music. Prizes were distributed
on the founder’s day celebration on the 4th of July. However, pundit Mylvaganam resigned
in 1922 and joined the Ramakrishna mission and was known as Swami Vipulananda.
(Later he became a professor and wrote the famous yazh nool - wmp prsb)

Mr. Visuvalingam Veerasingham B.A (London) was appointed Principal in 1922 and the
College entered the golden era. He gave spirited talks to the staff and students on Friday
mornings, after prayers at the Hutchinson Hall. Efficient and devoted teachers gathered
round him and the educational standard rose gradually to attract students from neighbour-
ing villages. Messrs. H. S Narayana Sarma, C. Navaratnam, S.Subramaniyam, A.N Gosh,
Orator Subramaniam were devoted teachers who produced good results. Students from
south Ceylon too joined MHC. Mr J. P. Nagalingam was in charge of physical education
and the college won laurels in soccer and athletics for seven years in succession. The col-
lege won championships for several years., among the schools in Jaffna, both in aithelet-
ics and soccer.

The Cambridge University conducted senior and junior examinations in Sri Lanka(formally
Ceylon). Scholarships were awarded on the basis of performance to enable meritorious
students to pursue their studies at Royal College, Colombo. MessersV Sivaguru and

K Muthuvetpillai of Manipay stand out in my memory as those who won such scholerships
to Royal College
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In 1936 MHC won the British Empire essay competition held all over the world .

Mr. Bagirathan Ramanathan of Manipay won the frist prize . The second prize went to
Canada and the third prize to England, All these are the highlights during the Veerasingam
era. .

The Founder’s day celebration on the 4th of July was waited anxiously by the parents and
well wishers who gave unstinted support to make the function a success. Houses were
named after the four saints Sampather, Appar, Sundarar and Manickar by Mr. Veerasingam

Commercial class were started in the late 1930’s and students were taught shorthand, type
writing and Commercial Arithmatic to enable them to sit for the London Chamber of
Commerce examinations. -

The Kinghts of Lanka Association, senior literary association, was started to give opportu-
nities to students to learn the art of debating and speaking. Mr Veerasingam retired

after about thirty years of glorious service. Mr. C. Navaratnam, his deputy, succeeded him.
Mr. Navaratnam had been a successful science teacher for the Matriculation class. In
1952, when Mr. Navaratnam retired after a short period, Mr. K. Muthuvetpillai B.Sc(London)
became principal. He was an old boy of MHC and was Deputy Principal at Palaly Training
Coliege before he came to MHC.

Additional buildings were put up due to Mr.Muthvetpillai’s efforts. Benefactors pooled their
wealth and erected new buildings to the east of Vaheesar Hall. The University entrance
classes were renamed by the Department of Education as G. C. E Advanced Level. These
classes were started by Mr K. Muthvetpillai and students entered the university in Science
and Arts subjects. Hence students flocked to MHC for the A/L classes. In addition to aca-
demic studies, cricket and soccer were encouraged. The Appacuddy Sinnathamby
Memorial Library” was setup due to the efforts of Mr. Muthuvetpillai.

Mr.M. Perayiravar B.A (LondAOn) who was the deputy succeeded as principal in 1972.
Commerce classes were started and cricket was encouraged. Mr. S. T. Chari B.Sc(Annamalai)
succeeded him in 1979. He had come to the MHC in 1945 to teach Biology at the request
of Mr. Veerasingam.

Mr S. V. Mahesavelu, MA Dip Ed. succeeded Mr Chari when he retired in February 1983.
During Mr Mahesavelu’s period the |.P.K.F(Indian Peace Keepting Force) came and
severe damage was done to the school. The playground became a cremation ground. in
1990 Mr. C. Kesavarajah B.Sc (Ceylon) succeeded him. These were hard times and the
college administration suffered . '

" The present Principal of M.H.C is Mr Shanmuganathan and the Deputy is
Mr.V Thambapillai B.A (Ceylon)

MHC will be celebrating its centeury in 2010

May we, the old students and well wishers rally round and do what we can to honour our
Alma-mater !

Best Wishes to the college and the staff!

S. Kumarasamy
“Old boy and teacher’
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LUCKVA

CHARTERED MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTANTS
Accountancy Services

* Accounts Preparation * Loan Mortgage Arrangement
* VAT & PAYE * Book Keeping
* Self Assessment * Business Advice

* Management Accounts

We specialise in small to medium sized companies,

Sole traders and partnership businesses

Free Advice for the first visit

150 Altmore Av,
Eastham,
London E6 2BT

Tel/Fax: 020 - 8472 4759
020 8550 2424(24 hrs)

Mobile: 07748 978 843 Email:luckva@talk21.com

Over 25 Years Experience in Accountancy Services.
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Programme

6.090... Joors Open

6.25 - 6.35 Lighting the traditional lamp, Thevaaram,
College Anthem

6.35 - 7.95 'CLASSICAL DANCE -By “Narthana Kalalaya”
Students of Mrs Pathmini Gunaseclan

705 - 7.30 SPEECH
By: President - “Pongum Poluthu 03”
Mr D. Rabindramohan followed by
Chief Guest Mr. Thirumoolar

%

%

% 7.30 - 8.10 DRAMA - “Verukkul Peyyum Mazlai”

% By Balendra’s Group

% “Tamil Performing Arls Society”

% .10 - 8.25 SPEECH: by President: MHCOSA

% Mr.A Kumararajan followed by

% Guest of Honour: Mr.V.Aravinthan

%

%, 8.25 - 8.35 Distribution -of Medal & Gifts to the Artists
%

% 8.35 - 9.00 INTERMISSION

%

% 9.00 - 10.00 LIVE MVUSIC by “RAGAS”

%
%
&

10.00 - 10.10 VOTE OF THANKS by the Secretary M. S. Jesanathan

100, - 11.00 Live music continues...

n. o0 Programme ends
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BILBID ¢ “Caihd@Gar Auiiyd 1wep” HIOP JalbBTBBID BIPBID
Opplwireitens: &. uTGsobAyT
‘@OODATH P HAT BHd @sdOov
WOFHABD SDATHAHD STEIO SOV
8P CAGHSAT WLEHD AUIISTIHB (O
“Verukkul Peyyum Mazlai”
There was so much of laughter, giggling and
applause from the audience.
This was, to me, theatre at its best, dazzling with universality
| ” - Prof. Gopan Mahadeva

B6omImBUTED 6T(1PUSIBETED iUl L CHHLS Benev @evddiL siifin jemyels gi
SIRIBIOTH UTIDIIHG Hen60 BevHdUl DeMDLILBDH6TED @6&@1@ o ufiriyL et uiBiGID
@ SO GBI HLOIP6D HTL BbHENED CUENT, BT BRIS6T QHTL_FFAuITad Goen Guis
CoueiBLD 6168Im 6T6uIT6MIHHIED &. UTGEBATTEUTEL GBBUILGSSIUL L HIOTT BIBUSISEGLD
GuoBul L BTLsnhibemen CoenL CwiBiulmeamryaer. 78 - 82 dreviiLEHulsd
Sevmienaulsd Ley UTERIGEMEID, OHTL TG LeDOUUITHS @loedsviD, c06RTL efayitd
wBpd RCrriTw payriseaieid, SeyavdIBredu, deanguwi Farhiseiaid Gy &sns)
BT BMmIB6IT HeL6V euTGeuienull GLIBMIH&SeMme. BTl Sl uTFbUfiub” QuBs wreliurul
bl BHELEVTS! LISHIPUI LOTERIEUT FRIGBLD, LIGHLOUI LOTET6NT BEN6TT 6(hhidHenemt &5
SUDRIGID GT6RIL_TEUFHI GO6RIL 6T Hen6v HBIDFHluisd FbHemeneniid HremiBd Coumdb@si
OuUIuD wemip BTL&LD Cwent Buigieug WADFF b Auwigi.

8 @b BTLB5He0 blgb@GLd aITaGHee WTeNluTL @boHid HeOTAUIH LISHIPWI LDTERTEU6H
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Annual General
Meeting - 2003
MHCOSA - U.K.

Held at
Fraud Centre
1, Toronto Av
Manor Park

London E12 5JK
on
2nd March 2003




Manipay Hindu College

“Hindu Cultural Committee members with the Principal Late
Mr Parayeraver and his Assistant Mr. Chari

-
Female Prefects 1979 - 1980
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AN Old Students Association of the
Manipay Hindu College and
N\ Manipay Ladies College

Victoria, Australia

President : P. Rajeswaran: Secretary: R. Sri Skandakumar; Treasurer: P. Thanikasalam
Asst Secretary & Treasurer: N. Vipulananthan

Dear Alumni of the UK

It is a great pleasure for me to address this letter to you from Down Under. N early two
decades of conflict in our land of birth has driven us to the far corners of the world. In
recent times, people in the North & East of Sri Lanka, no exception Manipay, are going
through a sea change in their lives. With the advent of the cease - fire and the peace ini-
tiatives by the Norwegians there is relative peace in our heartland.

I feel it is about time that we, the MHC / MLC OSA’s around the world, start communi-
cating with each other without any barriers and establish that togetherness under the
common bond “ the Alumni of MHC / MLC”. I believe, with this awareness we could share
and streamline our efforts, in the rebuilding of our old school. There will only be one mas-
ter plan worldwide for the redevelopment of the school rather than piecemeal approach
from each continent. The effect would be truly wonderful.

We achieved many noble qualities from our college. Needless to say, that our loyalty to
our old school shall not in anyway mar our vision as a community and also being a well
- meaning citizen of our adopted country.

I send you my warmest greetings and wish you all a glorious occasion on this founder’s
day. :

Paul N. Rajeswaran

47 Chivalry Avenue, Glen Waverley 3150 Victoria, Australia
Phone: (03) 9803 6948 (AH) , (03) 95 66 1179 (BH)
Email: sri.skandakumar@varianinc.com
http://Ww.users.bigpond.-net.au/manipay
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Manipay Hindu College
in my time
An Alumnus Remembers

In 1928 my father returned to Ceylon on his long
service leave from Malaysia. For some reason or
the other he decided to retire from the service and
stay back in Ceylon. My younger brother and I
started our primary schooling at our home village
of Chankanai. It was often discussed in our fami-
ly about sending me to school in Jaffna for my sec-
ondary education as a residential student. But
because of the sudden demise of my father this
idea never materialised. I had to go to Manipay
Hindu College, which was the closest and most
convenient school. This I think, was one of the
best things that happened to me. Many happy and
eventful years of schooling were to follow among
the finest teachers and school mates.

Manipay Hindu College was one of the leading
school at that time. We were privileged to study in
the school, where Pandit Mylvaganam who later
became Swami Vipulananda, was a past
Principal. At that time our school had already won
the Jaffna district soccer championship for seven
years, and athletic championship for five years all
in succession. Many of our students represented
the school at national level in athletic meets, and
won awards and accolades. Among them were V.
Thiyagarajah who won awards in polevault,
Duraisingam in the prime events of 100 and 200
yards, A. Theivendram in mile race, S.T
Thurairatnam in hurdles, and Sandow
Velayuthapillai in the throwing events. N.
Shanmugathasan who later became the General
Secretary of the Communist Party (Peaking Wing)
was also a student during this time. The school
was at the pinnacle under the principalship of the
late Mr. Veerasingam. Indeed it was also known
as Veerasingam’s school in some parts of Ceylon.
Such was the impact he made in the administra-
tion of the school.

I joined the school in 1933 in the first from
(Grade six) and continued up to my matriculation
in 1938. We walked to school from Chankanai in
groups, and we had many ways of communicating
with our groups. A branch of leaves left on the
roadside meant, “ Proceed without waiting for me”
Mr. Veerasingam affectionately called us “ Adai
Chankanai” Chankanai was home for many top
class athletes. A Theivendram was famous for the
mile race. V. Thiyagarajah was an excellent pole-
vaulter. V. Selvathurai, V. K. Rajasundaram,
A Kanagaratnam (goal Keeper), and V.K
Selvasundaram were all brilliant soccer players.

We all followed the same pattern of educa-
tion in English with Tamil and Laﬁ”ﬁ& as second
languages. We went through the junior and senior
Cambridge examinations. One of the remarkable
teachers at that time was Mr.J.P Nagalingam who
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was the sports master. He was a strict disciplinar-
ian. He made an enormous contribution to the
development of sports and produced top class ath-
letes like late Duraisingam, the all Ceylon 100
yards champion. JPN had a knack for spotting the
talent and nurturing them to their fullest poten-
tial. On the first day at school itself JPN had a
trial in 100 yards and high jump for me and I was
found to be good enough. JPN requested me to
stay for practice every day after school. I could not
fulfil this request since I had to walk home for
more than three miles after practice. So I had to
give up active participation in sports. JPN also
persuaded me to take up acting. I was given the
character of Mantharai (whgneny) - Kooni (e
in the Ramayana play for the inter house drama
competition. Drama too was given a very impor-
tant place at college and that led to the making of
many renowned actors, directors, cinema stars,
radio artists and announcers in the arts, media
and entertainment sector.

Our class teacher taught most of the sub-
jects. We had specialist teachers for certain sub-
jects. Mr. C. Navaratnam taught us physics, he
later succeeded Mr. Veerasingam as principal.
Mr. S. Subramaniam taught English, he later
became the principal of Victoria college. Mr. C.
Subramaniam (Orator) taught English and Latin
and he became the principal of Skandavarodaya
College. It should be noted that orator was one of
the prominent members of the Jaffna Youth
Congress. Mr. Navaratnarajah  taught
Mathematics and Chemistry and he went on to
become principal for Vasavilan Mathya Maha
Vidyalaya and then to Balapitiya MMV in the
south. Our teachers came to school by various
modes of transport, some by rickshaws and some
by bullock carts (Thirukal Vandil - Hpésd
auawnqed) and some walked. It was normal to see
bullocks and rickshaw pullers loitering in the
school compound during school hours. We were
taught Tamil by Pandithar Kanthaiya, an elderly
and well respected person. He had a habit of call-
ing every one by the name “Sivam” (feud) touch-
ing his chest with his hand in reverence. One day
one of the students in Pandithar’s class, having
seen the principal going on his daily rounds
remarked “ Sir, Periya Sivam veli veethi varuki-
rar” (Gsy Quiw Sawb Geuelelidl eumdpni) . Later
this became a standard way of telling that the
principal was doing his rounds.

Among my classmates were Bagirathan who was
also known as B.R. Devarajan. He moved to
Colombo and later joined the UN. Velummylum
entered the Medical College, became a doctor and
served in Jaffna later. V.N Balasubramaniyam



and K.S Nadarajah both joined the Radio Ceylon
and held high positions. There were days when
their voices travelled the airways of Ceylon and
India. VNB was a journalist and a good Carnatic
vocalist. He later joined the Eelanadu (mypmn®)
press and worked as a journalist writing columns
and music reviews. Sivagnanam and Kangesu were
very remarkable people whom we will always fond-
ly remember. They were great fans of the
Nathaswaram (prgeveand) music and never missed
any Kovil Thiruvila (Canefed> gmefipm) . The next
day at school during the lunch hour both of them
would render a good Thavil Kacheri (60 &5Cs1))
and a Mela Chama (Gusné stom) . There were two
specially selected desks reserved for them as their
Thavil (gefled). They used bare hands to produce
most intricate sounds and rhythms. Sivagnanam
was known as the “Inuvil Palani”( @ayeled Lipaf)
and Kankesu as “ Kamachisundaram?”
(anoné flahsLb) the two legendary Thavil
Viduvans (g6ied edégreunaiset) at that time.The
whole class and even others joined and watched
these Kacheries (&&Cs10) .

Sport was an integral part of school activities. We
had a very good soccer team. Most of the soccer
players played bare footed. JPN was a renowned
and well- respected soccer referee too. The whole
community was behind our soccer team. They fol-
lowed the team to every venue they played.
Matches were played at the home and away
grounds, and later on they were moved to common
venue namely  Jaffna Schools Sports
Association(JSSA) grounds. We rode double on
bicycle to soccer matches and were often appre-
hended by the village Headman, Vithanaiyar
(gnenanuniy) who often threatened to charge us,
but we normally escaped after listening to his long
lecture.

I remember a particular annual Jaffna
Inter Collegiate Athletic meet in which we missed
the championship due an unfortunate incident.
The overall championsship depended on the out-
come of the junior relay race. I happened to be the
first runner. Unfortunately our third runner
slipped and fell when changing baton. Regardless
of this Arthur Jayaratnam, the junior champion in
that meet, ran the last lap and finished first. But to
our disappointment we were disqualified and this
cost us the relay race as well as the overall cham-
pionship by couple of points, despite the fact that
both the junior and senior champions, Arthur and
Duraisingam were from our team. My hard earned
achievement in sport too went unrewarded.

We had to walk to one of the two places
near Velakkai Pillaiyar (CaiewsensiiQsmensmumiy)
temple for our lunch. Those were the places where
we could have rice meals. One was owned by the
lyer (guwip) and the other by the Saivam (ensaub).
There used to be about 15 people at each place. I
remember even some of our teachers joined us
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there. We sat crossed legged on mats and enjoyed a
very good vegetarian meal served on banana leaves
which cost only 12 cents for juniors and 15 cents for
adults.

Every Friday we had a special assembly and
prayer. The principal used to give a short talk on
this day. Some times he would choose a proverb in
English or Tamil and would talk about that for a
while. Mini competitions were held to test our
knowledge of various subjects. I fondly remember
winning a prize for translating an English proverb
into Tamil. Mr Veerasingam was very creative in
running the school. Very often he introduced novel
ideas in the school activities.

I vividly remember the July 4th celebration of the
silver jubilee year. As still is the tradition, the
penultimate event was the one- mile race and you
have to run eight laps around playground. When
the first batch of four front - runners breasted the
finish line all those who came far behind gave up
except one runner who was just behind the winner.
He continued on as the sole runner to complete his
remaining last lap, cheered and applauded by the
crowd. This fete was highly taken up by the
Principal and he promptly organised a special
award for continuing and completing the event.
July 4th brings life and excitement to the College
and the surroundings. We could feel waves of fes-
tivity and a friendly rivalry among the students
and teachers. Many past students and parents
travel from far away just to be around to soak up
this feeling. Old memories come to light. We begin
to feel a sense of belonging as well as a sense of
ownership of the school. It is very gratifying to note
that we too are trying to recreate this atmosphere
in far away lands in celebrating this annual event.
Our school has changed in many ways since I left,
but the spirit and the uniqueness still lingers on.
This day brings back the pride of belonging to this
great school and the memories of the glorious past.
Let us wish that our Alma mater will re-emerge
from the ravages of the unfortunate war and con-
tinue to serve the community.

S.K. Mathiaparanam ( Nagathasan)
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Best wishes from

SDR & Associates

Principal S. Devaraj

Specialist in Accountancy, VAT and tax matters.

57 Kenwyn Drive
Neasden
London NW2 7TNX

Phone: 020 8452 8663
In Association with

Victor & Co

Chartered Certified Accountants

Registered Auditors & Taxation Consultants

Principle victor Arulananthan FCCA, Mlla(dip) MAQ

‘Independent Financial Adviser, Mortgage Specialist

* Accountancy & Auditing

* Business Start up Advice

* Business plans & Cash flow Forecasts

* Tax & Vat Investigations

* Tax Planning & Advice

* Life Mortgages pensions & Investment Advice
* Management Consultancy

* Mortgages & Commercial Loans

* International Business Finance

7A Maygrove Road,West Hampstead, London NW6 2EE
Tel: 020 8450 0897 Fax: 020 8452 8098

Email: victor.co@accanet.com
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ANGLO ASIAN
CASH & CARRY

BoofOsls) BmHY SRESS ASLWIULL USIENOUNTET
OHBR  ADHHAT, SOWORY UNSHSTRHSAT

373 Church Lane, Kingsbury, NW9 8JB
Tel: 020 8200 1555

513 High Road, Wembley, HAO 2DN
Fax: 020 8903 8202
Tel: 020 8900 2451

Mob: 07956 425 707
www.angloasiangroup.uk

With Compliments

from

SKC
SRI KANTH & CO

SOLICITORS
Administrators of Oaths

557 High Road Tel: 020 8795 0648

Wembley @ .(5 lines)
Middx | ax: 020 8795 0649

HAO 2DW Mobile: 07831 195 979
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Mr. Sanmugam Subramaniyam B.A (London) Dip Edn (London)
Former English Teacher - Manipay Hindu College

A fair, tall and handsome teacher entered the S.S.C class one morning in 1943. He was
dressed in a white dhoti, silk national and a fugi silk shawl .“ | will be taking your English lan-
guage and literature class.. you have to buy the book, Matriculation English Course. Your
syllabus in the same as the matriculation syllabus. We were impressed by his countenance
and diction.

He taught essay and precis writing. These were compulsory questions in the English lan-
guage paper. After discussing the essay to topics he gave points to be developed to make
the composition to about 400 words.

The precis passage was read and reread several times to enable us to understand the mes-
sage of the author. Hard words and metaphors were explained and the gist told in simple lan-
guage. The precis should be of one third the original length.

While teaching paraphrasing of verses by great poets, he told us about Dr. Samuel Johnson
who always used high sounding or bombastic words. Dr. Johnson had written a pungent let-
ter to Lord Chesterfield which is regarded as the best letter in English. Also he taught with
emphasis idioms, metaphors and figures of speech. An example of personification was
“Pilgrim’s Progress” by John Bunyam. Winston Churchill's war speeches were given for ora-
tion ,which was taught with enthusiasm and careful accent.

We still recollect his explanation of paradox ‘the child is the father of the man’.His example
for alliteration - sweet summer sunshine shone is singing in our ears even now. The language
class was lively and interesting to both the students and the teacher quite in contrast to the
drudgery and boredom of the present day classes.

His literature class consisted of few students who were keen to learn not only to pass the
examination, but also to copy his style of diction. Shakespeare’s “Twelfth Night, “Tale of Two
Cities” by Charles Dickens and a book of essays by modern authors were our text books for
literature.

A brief life history of William Shakespeare was given as introduction to be followed by the
story of the text. The Duke of Orsino was madly in love with Olivia, who was a fabulously rich
Duchess, who did not respond to the Dukes message. Viola the twin sister of Sebastion was
made the messenger by the Duke. At the end of every scene there was a rhyming couplet
and dramatic irony :-

“To woo your lady a baneful strife

Whoever | woo, myself would be his wife”

Mr.Subramaniam whom we adored to the full taught literature and said with personal
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conviction that the English language is second to none.

Malvolio the chief steward of Olivia was put to shame by Maria and Toby by a cunning love
letter dropped on his way . ' ‘

“Some are born great Some achieve greatness

and Some have greatness thrust upon them.

Sang Malvolio who was put into prison by Olivia. The teacher could be seen repeating the
above lines often.

Tale of Two Cties was about the pathetic lives of the Coal miners in London and Paris which
was described in greater detail by Charles Dickens. Charles Darney, Sydney Carton and
Madame Defarge were taught for character - sketches.

A.G Gandiner’s prose style was admired by the teacher who instilied the taste of artistic
appreciation in his students to the extent that one of the students secured a distinction in
English literature and several won credit passes.

Mr Subramaniyam joined the staff of MHC as a young man of 19 years.. He hailed from
Suthumalai South a (cousin of Mr M. Perayiraver.) While on the staff he graduated from the
London University as a private candidate. Not only did he teach efficiently and effectively,
but also passed the London University Diploma in Education by specialising in five subjects
a rarity in those days. The Ceylon Observer carried the news and the following day it was
_announced by Mr. Veerasingham at the prayer meeting, amidst acclamation.

Mr Subramaniam was a person of sterling character and conduct. He was a strict vegetari-
an teetotaller and non-smoker. He played tennis to keep himself fit. Such was the stature and
personality of our English teacher, whom we and the MHC lost when he was promoted as
Principal of Central School at Matugama. Mr C. W.\W. Kannagara, the Education Minister in
the Ceylon State Council and the father of free education, visited MHC. and personally
offered the job. He was given a moving farewell by the staff and students when he left for
Matugama.

After some years of useful service in the South Ceylon, he was transferred to Victoria College
Chulipuram from where he retired.

It was indeed our fortune to have studied English under Mr. S. Subramaniam. The little
English that we know, or claim to know is the result of his efforts.

We can never forget him

S. Kumarasamy M.A
(The writer was a student (1937 - 1944) and teacher of English 1976 - 1985 at MHC)
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SERVICES

e Specialists in conversions
and extensions

= e Plans and calculations
E‘ Prepared for council approvals

5 ¢ Free initial survey and
Expert advice

EmHY SHLLLS SO0 HUKTTDHATEOT GEHAUDS
STIRGOET BHIHRHSAT

DOSHI & CO

ACCOUNTANTS

As Chartered Accountants with over 30 years experience in

the practice we can offer the following at very competitive rates:

¢ Preparation of Accounts * Audited Accounts

¢ Self Employed Accounts * Attending VAT visits

e Sole Traders Accounts e Attending PAYE Compliance visits
e Partnership Accounts e VAT & Bookkeeping services

¢ Limited company Accounts * Payroll services

e Self - Assessment tax returns

Our services are backed by Tax specialists when necessary and
we can offer complete accountancy and taxation work at competitive rates
We can deal directly with the Inland Revenue / HM Customs & Excise
and the other authorities on your behalf.

Doshi & Co
226 High Road
Willesden, London NW10 2NX
Tel: 020 8459 8666 Fax: 020 8459 8667




BARANI’S

Off Licence & Groceries

FHa alGIonest aflendF Fmoneimar, @onbiend Rbou 2 1 6ot
BBHESILL L 10]HH aIenDdDHaT, BLO O_653Ia| IHHDHET,
o _arpm’ [ Gauafpm’ B OHILITETHIBET, &6 JLITEMIGHAT
cIeSILISTaIBEm® Hlumunotest aflsmeaulley GILBBID CldTeTaTeTD.

3, Cumberland Court
Princes Drive
Harrow

Middx HA1 4UD
Tel: 020 8424 0827
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RAMA & COMPANY

DON’T SIGN
ANYTHING UNLESS
YOU SEE THIS SIGN

e

4,.:?"‘,’..}‘7""”5‘ o
? N o Y

Only an Independent Financial Adviser
‘works for you in recommending the best life assurance,
pensions or unit trusts on the market.

To get the best deal, contact us

with
BEST COMPLIMENTS
FROM
RAMA & COMPANY
INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS
Regulated by the personal Investment Authority

Tel:"01268 766 624 Mobﬂe; 07956 369 557
Fax: 01268 561 805
vrramanathan@hotmail.com

3 THE ORCHARD
WICKFORD, ESSEX SS12 OHB
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We sincerely thank the following Companies and

Individuals that sponsored the event.

1st Raffle Price:

SPONSORED BY Langorf Hotel & Apartment
www.langorfhotel.com

2nd Raffle Price:

SPONSORED BY Mr N.Kulendran
(Committee Member -Pongum Pozhuthu 2003)
3rd Raffle Price:

SPONSORED BY Mr N.Kulendran
(Committee Member -Pongum Pozhuthu 2003)

MEDALS TO THE ARTISTS

Sponsored by a Committee Member

Other Sponsors:

Hall:  Dr Indra Jeyapalan,
Dr R. Mathiyalagan,
Mr. V. Mathusuthan,

Food: Dr. V. Raveendran, Mr. S. Murugathas

Special Donation: Mr Rajamanoharan: £500.00
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BAR AND RESTAURANT

* One of the biggest Sri Lankan Restaurant in London
* Located in two separate Floors

* Big private function room available for private parties -
Free of Charge

* Please contact THE ISLANDERS
8/9 Sentinel Square
Bren St Hendon London NW4 2EL
(Next to Tesco)
Tel: 020 8203 9428

Best Wishes

From

LEYSWOOD FOOD & WINE

80 Leyswood Drive Newbury Park

Iiford Essex 1G2 7JH

Mr. S. Vajera

Tel : 020 8590 7493
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NATHAN

Registered PLUMBING & HEATING

Gas Installer

* Central Heating & Boiler Specialists

* Completely New Installations

* Boiler Repairs, Breakdowns

* Boiler Swaps

* Unvented Hot Water Storage systems (CITB Registered)
* Gas leaks/ Installation

* Landlord gas Safety Certification

* Free Estimates

Tel: 020 8561 0711

Associated Trade

Specialist in all aspects
of Plumbing work

Installation & Repairs of Boiler,
Toilets, Showers, Bathrooms,
Kitchens & Central Heating

Contact
James on 020 8438 0331
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FRIENDLY SERVICE
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0208 - 503 6643
Fax:0208 - 281 3879
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Sri Lankan & South Indian Cuisine
( Fully L:cencea)

WITLD D GOT@IBLD 16asT(Hih
LBur BicunragHer Hip
HSIIGLITeda 1 migenal
(HOTDTSH DevmIcHS, |
Glpesreslhfu i
D GG QU HBGI,

, iiif?!f? J %:si?&}ia}ff“ﬁif‘f

404 Bark 19 Rmd East Ham London E6 ZSA
Tel 020 8411 6144 / 020 8411 1319




Vishnu Residencies apartments create a
~sense of luxury that emanates

~ from the building itself with

~ SINSAPA Road front facing &
ROHINI Road rear facing

Printed by JR Print Tel: 020 8503 6643
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