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In this Publication, Ideal with historical and
geographical matters that pertain directly or in-
directly with the Tamil country of _Sri Lanka
(Ceylon) and her people.

~ In-early British records and  administrative
reports they have been referred to as Malabar
Districts which is actually Tamil country, as the
word Malabar has actually been used to mean
the Tamils. :

It is genmerally not kndwn that not only South
India, now Dravidian, but North India also was
Dravidian, where the Aryans a semi-civilised race
with no city culture invaded the North West of
-India in about 1500 B. C. In fact, the Dravidian
‘race with a highly advanced city cuiture at the
time of Aryan invasions was widely spread over
India, though now all do not speak Dravidian
dialeets, and as S. K. Chatterjee has pointed out,
the culture of India is twelve annas in the rupec,
non-aryan.

The Indo—Aryan languages in this part of Asia
are therefore composed on the Dravidian and
other peeples following the invasion of the Punjab,
- Ganges and Jamuna areas about 1500 B.C. by
the Indo-Aryans.

Ceylon (Sri Lanka) 'has according to the
writtings of G. C, Mendis, G. P. Malalasekara,
S. Paranavithaoa, Ralph Peries and Wilhelm Geiger,
had close cultural, religious, social and ethnicaj
contacts over the centuries with South India. This in~
timate contact to which may be traced cur littrature
Sanskrit, Pali and Tamil, was broken only aftcr‘the
arrival of the European powers in India and
Ceylon commencing early 16th ceatury.

They have made substantial contributions not
only -to Hinduism but also Buddhism, two religions
which have co-existed and equally supported in
Ceylon for centuries. _ :

My interest in the historical and geographical
matters pertaining to Ceylon in particular and
India in- general, arose from some studies carried
out by me in connection with the Geography of
Ceylon by Ptolemy, the Egyptian-Greek geographer

who prepared a geography (140 A. D.) of the then

_ known world which included India and Ceylon, for

the publication of my work Ceylon ia Ptolemy’s.
Geography referred to in this work. where I found
that Tamil language had been used by himin his
preparation of Ceylon’s Gcography The observation.

made by Filiozat, Professor for Indian Phylology
in the College of France, that information had
reached Italy as ecarly as aboug 1600 A.D.in the:
Tamil language, confirms what 1 have stated above.

In the preparation of the above work 1 had
valuable assistance from the Britich Museum, Library
of Congress, Washinton and the University of
Leiden. I was also greatly indebted to the publi-
CathDS of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britian. .

Special mention must be made of Sir William
Jones of India and Sir Alexander Johnston of
Ceylon who were the originators and founders of
the Asiatic Researches Bengal and the Ceyjon
Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great
Britian Jespectlvely I am referring to them only

‘to illustrate what a void there would have been

in the knowledge of our rich cultural heritage
and historical past, were it not for the foresight
of these two men to originate such historical
studies.

The main purpose of this work is to focus
attention of the Tamils of Ceylon to the distinct
position, - their language and religion holds in
Ceylon, and to their motherland in this island
and to its historical boundaries with the Sinhala
country on one side and the Tamil Nad on
the othér. =

Before I conclude, I must aknowledge my debt
to the very substantial assistance given to me to
render this in Tamil by Mrs. R. Sachithananthan,
and in contributing to the substance of this
work. z

. R. Sinnatamby
. Deputy Surveyor Genmera

Iérlz' September 1977, {Retired)
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College, Mt.

J. R. SINNATAMBY

Born 18-9-%1 905. Educated at St. Thorﬁas’
Lavinia and University College

CoIombo Passed B.Sc. London and proceeded

1929-30, and later joined the -Survey Depart-
ment.

News Letter for some years.
: £

On retirement in 1965, as Députy Surveyor

- General engaged on Research S tudies pertaining

mainly to the writings of the Hellenic period
and published a book ‘Ceylon in Ptolemy’s

Geogrophy® in 1968, since then written various

historical - geographical articles which have

been published in journals cnd the press and
written a ronograph ‘Tamil Nad of Ceylon
and her people,’ “Ceylon in Retrospec}, ‘Tamil
Nad of Ceylon’ (which contains articles written

- to Cambrtdge on a Survey Scholarsth, :

Was editor of the Survey Department

Jrom time to time), and a revised edition of

‘Ceylon in Ptolemy's Geography.” Only type-
script copies have been made available to
some libraries as they have not ‘been published.

Attended and read papers at the Inter-
national Seminars on Tamil Studies at Madras
1968, Jaffna 1974. Will be atiending and
reading a paper at the World Conference
on Malayalam and Kerala Culture at Tri-
vandrum at the end of the year, 1977.
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«“ From Puttlam on the North Western to the River Keomana on the South East side of the island. the
country is inhabited principally by Maolabars. From the Chilaw River on the Western side to the River
Koemana on the South Eastern side of the island the couniry is inhabited by the Singalese. The six places
with circles in red ink are the six villages of the Chaleas or people of theCinnamon Department where
the Mahamodr proposed to have established Church missionary associations. -
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