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An appreciation of
The late Rev. Francis Kingsbury B. A.

BY

The Rev. Samuel Francis
S. I. U. Church, St John’s Hill, Bangalore, ( South India. )

W—HEN 1 was requested to write an article about the REvV. FrRANCIS

KINGSBURY, I hesitated at first, but considering it a privilege I take up my
pen to put on paper what I know of MRr KiNGsBURY. He was first known
as MR ALLAGASUNDARAM.

Pasumalai Church became vacant. The Rev. J. P. Jones D. D., the then
missionary of the Pasumalai Station and principal of the Pasumalai Theo-
logical Seminary, was a very keen sighted personality. He could understand
the worth of a person. Pasumalai, the dear old place of fame, became his
first field of service. When the Pasumalai Church needed a pastor, Dr Jones
pitched upon MR ALLAGASUNDARAM ( a favourite student of the late Rev.
WiLLiam MILLER D. D. of the Madras Christian College, who accepted the
call of the Pasumalai Church and became its Pastor. There were some who
looked upon MR ALLAGASUNDARAM with a suspicious eye and a few with a
jealous look, but time revealed that he not only possessed an outward attract-
ive personality, but there was also something in him which won the affection
of many.

His personal life:- He was first opposed to Christianity, but his life
was influenced by the lives of great Christians ( Missionaries and Indians ) like
the late REV. DR WiLLiAM MILLER. His father retired Sessions Judge of
Pudukottah who himself had renounced Christianity dissuaded his son from
becoming a Christian. But MR ALLAGASUNDARAM was a sincere believer in
Christ and a man of will. Knowing the mind of his son, his father put
obstacles in the way, and then went to the extent of saying that he could not
inherit a pie of his father’s property, and that he should quit the home. Home
which he loved so dearly, and wealth, did not stand in his way when the hour
of decision had arrived. MR ALLAGASUNDARAM young and penniless as he was
left his father’s home with the suit he was wearing, not knowing whither to go;
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for the love of Christ constrained him. I must not prolong my story.  After
finishing his educational career when the call from the Pasumalai Church
came to him, he accepted it. After a little time MR ALLAGASUNDARAM
preferred to have his name changed to Francis KINGSBURY and it was gazet-
ted. When some began to talk about the change of name, he wrote an article
headed “ Why this new name, @er @0 yeiGuwr.” in Sathya Varthamani,
1 monthly newspaper published by the Lenox Press, Pasumalai. Mr
KiNGSBURY although a man of strong will had a tender and loving heart.  His
emotions. could not always be hidden in private or in public. - As pastor he
loved his parishioners including their children. He remembered the important
dates of the events of their life and congratulated them either in person or
with a note. To some it would be a surprise for they would not themselves
be aware of those dates.

His home life:~ MR ALLAGASUNDARAM had chosen as his fellow traveller
in life’s journey an accomplished young lady. She was a good sewer, sweet
singer and an excellent cook. On special occasions when Mr KINGSBURY
'tddressed his wife give a solo which enhanced the spirit of the meeting.
The Indian and non-Indian friends who enjoyed her hospitality will testify to
the daintiness of her dishes. Four children were born to them. One died on
his birthday 8th August. Katie Katpagam, William Miller Santhasila and
Robert grew before our eyes. Katie Katpagam ( Mrs Kadirgamar ) also died
leaving a daughter. It is a pity Mrs Kingsbury’s health became poorly.

Scholar :- He was always a student, always eager to learn. His wide
knowledge of Tamil and English made him famous. He was always glad to
impart his knowledge to anyone who showed some inclination to learn.
Foreigners often preferred to learn the Tamil langwage from him. For he would
devise some method to make them pronounce aright any difficult word.

DPreacher:- He was an eloquent preacher. His oratorical powers are
known not only throughout South India and Ceylon but outside India also.

Secretary Y. M. C. A.:- With permission from his dear Pasumalai
Church he accepted a call from the National Y. M. C. A. and did good work
as travelling Secretary. As he loved the work of the National Missionary

Society he developed that side of work also in his tours. He prepared some
original charts, illustrating the conditions of India and compared and con-
trasted it with other countries. Thus bringing home the points he wanted to
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emphasise. ~ He condemned caste prejudice among Indian Christians, and
appealed to the Young to live up to noble ideals.

He had the privilege of going to Japan asa delegate toa convention.
When he returned from Japan his addresses became still more attractive. He
resumed his pastoral duties at Pasumalai. In addition to his pastoral charge he
was a professor in the Theological Seminary there. He loved his students and
became their friend. May I humbly say that I was one of them. The friend-
ship between him and me grew to such an extent that we liked each other’s
company. What the Pasumalai hill Via Mani Iyer’s Well and Thengari Tank
did to us, only those who resorted to them will know.

“ Those hours are not lost that are spent in cementing affection ;
for a friend is above gold, precious as the stores of mind. ” '

M. Tupper

Then he became a professor of Tamil in the United Theological College
at Bangalore. There he gave a part of his time to the Bangalore Tamil Church
of the S.1. U.C. (London Mission) But the Tamil Church felt the need for
a full time pastor. It so happened that through MR KiNGSBURY and the
Rev. G. E. Phillips M. A. who was professor of the U. T. College and also
missionary in charge of the Bangalore Tamil Church S.1. U. C,, I became an
associate pastor with MR KINGSBURY for about a year, before assuming full
charge. The late Rev.L.P. Larsen D.D. was then the Principal of the
United Theological College Bangalore, he and my late father-in-law the
Rev. Mathew Suvisesham were colleagues in the Danish Mission for a good
many years. [t will not be out of place if I mention that I married the third
daughter of Pastor Mathew Suvisesham, known to the KINGSBURY’S from her
twelfth year, through their influence; and the marriage was solomnized by
MR KinGsBURY and Pastor Suvisesham in the Danish Church at Pattamhba-
kam, and so the U. T. College compound became a familiar ground to me and
my family. Dr Larsen, Mr Phillips and Mr KINGSBURY, these three, were
good enough to make some provison to allow a few pastors of the local
churches to attend some lectures in the College and to sit for the examinations.
The late Rev. Paul Daniel of the Kanerese S.I. U. Church and I availed our
selves of this opportunity for about four years.

Another opportunity was waiting for MR KINGSBURY when the last Great
War broke out. He becamea Military Chaplain in Mesopotamia and was
equal to his task there, and was liked by one and all. Mg KINGSBURY being
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a student tried to learn from any quarters whatever. His study of the
humanity of Jesus began at Pasumalai, became more interesting to himand he
developed a craving for study along side that at the expense of the other. It grew
to such an extant that the divinity of Christ became obscure. Though he
accepted our Lord Jesus as his Lord and Master, he did not give full allegience
to Him. But his love for his Lord remained in him. May I quote a stanza
dear to him from Sundaramoorthi Swamigal with change of words at the
end of the last two lines. :
i p Qpers@ar ) Bar Jmis ur sCwwaris ured 5Csar
Qupp i GpsQs aflehinGp air s sareswn a5Q gu B Car air
sppari QsrapCs s g6y Fidenp sLajor eowsgeyd GCwasCar
BOPAIT o)t BT TIPSR sib QFrd ah w16 ar par srwlis.
When he was in  South India he used to say that his lips should sing
before he breathed his last, the following Christian lyric favourite to him.
BEHw sarwdy erorisrini Gorss g
Coworii e ps g Cetar.
Qsresrpairs o>slQorarm ooy, @
SOFLarmar garpCarar ; — &mH
Qsram® swpal o @gH0 Quaarmor,
CarCar ; gyovar guss5C_ar. — B Gur.
Faallmsansil®, Fraiw st atp Qw5 uilov
Qefuraowdp Qedomsdd, — pof
Cuway ugrrear 1 51%rs srevrensdy
e i greaflod e ps g1i@Qaigr. — & Fus.

With a change of faith in him he could not remain within the fold of the
S.1.U.C. even though he liked to continue his membership in the Bangalore
Tamil Church. Thus the Indian Church had to loose in the Rev. F RANCIS
KINGSBURY B. A,, 2 mighty man in scriptures, a great Tamil Schelar and
writer, a talented preacher and lecturer, and 2 loving friend. I camnot think
of another Indian friend who loved me more than Mg KINGSBURY. After
doing some special work in Madras and Ceylon he passed away on.

My dear revered Guru how I wish I were near you in the last days of
your earthly life, to heive a sigh, or shed a loving tear, or throw a bunch of
flowers or breathe a word of prayer! but those were not allotted to me. In
this briet space I cannot recount all that you have been to me and to many.
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Will not many a student and many who came in contact with you utter
the same kind of sentiment ?

Beanty of Wife
My life is but a Weaving
Between my God and me,
I may but chose the colours,
He worketh steadily ;
‘Full oft he weaveth sorrow,
And I in foolish pride
Forget He sees the Upper
And T the underside.

(The Milestones of Life)

The Rev. Francis Kingsbury
BY '
A. M. K. Cumaraswamy B. sc,, F. P. s. (Lond.)
~ (Registrar, University College, Ceylon)

THE passing of any great man leaves a gap, which for the time being, we are
prone to believe, can never be filled. But this gapis definable, and the feeling
of bereavement is generally confined to a particular group, or to adherents of
a particular view. But in the passing of FATHER FRANCIS KINGSBURY, men and
women of diverse ages, of differing faiths, and varied cultural outlook, bowed
their heads in grief in the realization that a burning and a shining light had
been extinguished, from our physical vision. Our faith indeed does soar higher,

but while we are in flesh, our sense of loss is pardonable.

First and foremost, MR KINGSBURY was a great teacher. He loved
learning, and he loved his pupils. Pedagogical Kenosis came to him naturally.
He was equally at ease, whether expounding some intricate theological prob-
lem to a band of brilliant students, or explaining to a child of six some prob-
lem that baffled its mind. He was never too tired to teach. We who sat at
his feet, week after week, trying to learn ancient Tamil Litef}iture, or to
understand more of the mysteries of God, can never be sufficiently thankful
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for the impact he made on our livies, and for the challenging inspiration of his -

singleness of purpose and love of learning. Some of us frankly differed from
him in our Christology. Then we remember with what tender love and
understanding sympathy, with what respect to our feelings, he would deal with
us. He was often misunderstood. Some friends who should know better,
have thought of him as practically a Hindu. Nothing could be further from
the truth. The Hindus would quarrel with him, far more than we Christians
would. He was once accused of being a Mushm He held with tenacity and

with a conviction born of Experience, certain beliefs which would be ana-

thema to the Hindu. He believed in a Personal Deity, with the personal.
very much emphasised. He stoutly disbelieved in Transmigration. He was
an uncompromising iconoclast — He learnt of Hindu devotees, but he had very
little in common with Hindu Theologians. On the doctrine of Christ’s
Tncarnation, I believe he bordered on heresy. DBut ‘ heresy ’ is the wrong word
He was not a heretic, he was a Jew, by faith — but with a passion and a love
for the Lord Jesus, which would worry the average Jew. I would call him a
Unitarian, but that would do scant justice to the warmth of his Christian
experience. We pleaded with him once to give due emphasis to the “ Jesus of
Experience ; ” he wittily retorted I want “ the experience of Jesus.” And there
was no element of unhealthy pride in any aspect of hislife. He did not hesitate
to shock people,, but the reason for this was his extreme honesty, and no foolish
pride. He kept on growing continually, and this sometimes gave dull people
a handle to charge him with inconsistency. He never reasserted a statement,
merely because he had asserted it previously. Consistency or Reputation per
se had no appeal for him, = The result of this attitude often shocked his friends
and pupils, but closer knowledge of his thought processes led us to love and
admire him the more. Those of us Christians who hold fast to the Catholic
Faith felt that he was at least on the border line of heresy on one point
We believe that Jesus Christ was God’s answer to the aspirations of seers and

sages of all time and of every clime, and this act of God the Father in coming -

down to meet man’s aspiration and search wasin time a unique event.
I believe all Catholic Christians would consider this a fair statement of our
belief. In practice, FATHER KINGSBURY in his inner life, in his intensely.
devotional life of faith, did not strike us as holding a different view. The fact
that even among Modernist Theologians, FATHER KiNGSBURry had the closest
alignment with Dean Rashdall would, I think support me in my interpretation.
Tn his writings however, FATHER KINGSBURY seemed to go outside the
Cathelic position. We shall not judge him, for we who received so much
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