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Dedication

This Speeial Volume — AbhijTHanamala of Messages of Felicitation
and Papers Contributed by his Colleagues, Students, Friends
and Well = wishers from Sri Lanka and abroad is presented
to Professor Vinayakamoorthy Sivasamy in
appreciation and affection to felicitate
him wupon the completion of
his Sixtieth year.
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won Prize for Sanskrit {1950 — 1954 )
won Prize for History (1951)
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and the General Degree Courses, Obtained B¢ in all subjects in the
G. A. Q Bxamination and passed the General Arts Degree ( B. A. )
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University of London

B. A. (Sanmskrit) Honours Second Class (Upper Division), 1961, Offered
Pali as an Optional Subject and History of India to A. D. 1000, as
Special Subject, in addition to the Main Subject ( Sanskrit ).

University of Ceylon, Peradeniya

M. A. Sanskrit 1969. Title of the dissertation. ‘¢ A Study of the

Sanskrit Inscriptional Prasastis in India up to the end of the Fifth
Century A. D,

Appointment

Undergraduate Department, Jaffna College, Vaddukkeddai : Lecturer in
Tamil, Sanskrit and History for students preparing for the External
Degree Examinations of the University of London and later for those
of the University of Ceylon.

(June 1958 — June 1962 : January 1966 — August 1974 )
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University of Ceylon, Peradeniya

Assistant Lecturer in History on a Special eontract ( 15th June 1962 —
December 1965).

Yaffnoa Campus of the University of Sri Lanka
(September 1974 — December 1978 )

University of Jaffna ( January 1979 to date
Lecturer ( Grade Il) in History, September 1974 — August 1975,

Lecturer ¢ Grade 1I ) in Sanskrit, September 1975 - August 1980,
Lecturer ( Grade 1) in Sanskrit, September 1980 - 19th May 1989,
Associate Professor { on merit ), 20th May 1989 to date.
Lecturer - in -~ Charge, Department of Samskrit,

February 1976 — December 1978,
Head. Department of Sanskrit, January 1979 to date.

Acting Head, Department of Fine Arts, October 1987 — April 1988
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A member of the Editorial Board of the «“JIla n ayiru’’ ¢ Young Idea),

A student magazine published by Jaffna College, Vaddukkoddai,
(1953 — 1934).

Patron of the Arts Cauldron, the Student Union of the Undergraduate
Department, Jaffna College, Vaddukkeddai ( 1972 — 1974 )

Founder Secretary of the Jaffna Archaeological Society ¢ 1971 — 1980).

Joint Bditor of Purvakala, A Publication of the Jaffna Archacological
Society.

Founder Secretary of University Teachers Association, Jaffna Campus
of the University of Sri Lanka ( 1975 — 1977 ).

A founder Member of the Senior Common Room, Jaffna Campus of
the University of Sri Lanka (1974).

Founder Secretary, Jaffna Campus Co - Operative Printing and
Publishing Society Ltd. (¢ 1976 — 1979 ).
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Secretary, Library Committee of the Academic Committee of the
Faculty of Humunities, Jaffna Campus ¢ 1975 — 1978 ).

A member, Board of Studies, Ramanathan Academy of Fine Arts.

Editor, The Sri Lanka Journal of South Asian Studies, the English
Journal of the Faculty of Arts, University of Jaffna.

A member of the Senate, the Jaffna Campus of the University of
Sri Ranka : Later the University of Jaffna (1976 to date ).
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Civilization ( 1975 — 1979 ).

A Chief Exnminef for the G. C. E. (A. L.) Examination, Hindu
Civilization ¢ 1580 - 1982 ).
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and Fine Arts, M. A. / M. Phil. Degree dissertations, University of
Jaffna.

A Patron, Vedantamadam, Kandarmadam, Jaffna ( 1991 - 1993 ),

Secretary, Evelyn Rutnam [Institute for Intercultural Studies, Campus
Lane, Thirunelvely ¢ 1990 - 1992 ),

President, Board of Management, Mootha Nayina Pulam Veerakatti
Vinayagar Temple, Pungudutivu ¢ 1989 — 1990 }).

President, Board of Mapagement, Sri Paramesvaran Temple, University
ol Jaffna, 1591 to date.

A Member, Board of Directors of Parameshvara College, Jaffna
( 1995 ).

Secretary, The Ramanathan Institute of Vedagamic Studies, Sri
Paramesvaran Temple, University of Jaffna, 1994 to date.

A Vice - President, Hindu Congress, Jaffna (1991 — 1992 ),

A Deputy Chairman, Thaninayagam Institute of Culture and Society
Ltd, Colombo.

A member of the sub - committece which prepared a report on the
Ramanathan Academy of Fine Arts.
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EDITORS” NOTE

This Felicitation Volume —Abhijh anmamala is published to
mark the completion of the Sixtieth Year of Professor V. Sivasamy, Head,
Department of Sanskrit,  Uaiversity of Jaffna, by his colleagues,
students, friends and well - wishers from Sri Lanka and abroad.

Prof. V. Sivasamy has completed 37 years of teaching in three important
institutions in Sri Lanka -~ the former Undergraduate Department,
Jaffna College, Vaddukkoddai. University of Ceylon, Peradeniya and the
University of Jaffna where he has been serving since its very inception in
1974. Though, his field of specialization is Sanskrit, he is equally interested
in some important areas of South Asian Studies-History, Hindu Civilization,
Tamil, Fine Arts and Archaeology. He bas written several articles and
some books on these subjects. These are listed in part IlI of this Volume.

This Volume is divided into three parts. In part I, there are Messages
of Felicitation by some of his gurus, colleagues and friends besides his
bio - data. Research articles mostly on South Asian Studies dear to his
heart contributed by eminent scholars adorn part II.  As stated already,
part III contains a list of his books, articles etc.

The Editorial Committee sincerely feels that Prof. V. Sivasamy amply
deserves this honour for his selfless and devoted service to the cause of

education especially at the University level.

The committee wishes to place on record the very enthusiastic and
generous support of colleagues, students, friends and well - wishers for the
publication of this volume. A list of those who contributed articles
and others who helped financially is given at the end of this Volume.

The Committee wishes to thank all those who have helped in the
publication of this Volume in one way or other. They also wish to thank
especially Mr. N. Theiventhiran the proprietor of the Mahathma Printing
Works, Barlalai and his assistants whe spared no pains to print this in time.

We pray to God Almighty to shower His blessings on Prof. V. Sivasamy

for good health, prosperity and many more years of fruitful service to
education and society.

University of Jaffna. Editors
19 - 10 - 1995.
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Message

I am happy to hear that arrangements
are being made to felicitate Prof. V. Sivasamy
on his 60th birthday in a fitting manner.
The publication of a Felicitation Volume to
be presented to him is indeed a deserving
honour paid to him by his students and
colleagues.

1 recall with satisfaction his student days
at Peradeniya University when he specialised
in History and Sanskrit, showing great dedi-
cation and a keen aptitude for research. After
his post - graduate studies in Peradeniya, he had
no difficulty in being chosen to organise and
develop the Department of Sanskrit in the
Jaffna University.

He has not only undertaken the respon-
sibilities of teaching and examining students
but also iamstilled the importance of pursuing
rescarch in his students, whom he has
guided. 1 have every hope in his future
as a very successful academic and researcher
as well a3 an able administrator for the
development of the Jaffna University.

I wish to convey my best wishes for his
health and prosperity.

45/13 A, Bishop’s Terrace,

Laksapatiya, Prof. Tilakasiri
Moratuwa,

1994-04-21,
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S'anta - S'rngara - Delineation
in Kalidasa
—_ M. D. Balasubrahmanyam —_

In Sanskrit Literary Criticism, the theory of Rasa {8 dynamic. Rasa
is the sine qua non of Sanskrit Kavyat it is the bud and blossom of
poetry, prose or drama. Without it, Kavya has no charm. Mankhaka,
a Kashmirian poet, declares that Kﬁvyz; has no gracefulness without
Rasa.l

The oft-quoted proposition of sage Bharata in his magnum opus that
« Rasa is the correlation of the determinants, consequents and the wandering
transitory mental feelings **2 has been the subject of elaborate exposition
and criticism at the hands of Dandin, Rudrata, Bhattanayaka
and Abhinavagupta. Keith has inadvertently said that ¢ there is doubtlessly
pedantry in the theory of sentiment’ and the emotions with their
corresponding Bhavas are ‘¢ largely dominated by empiricism and
not explained or justified .3 Bhat tanayaka, on the other hand,
has proved beyond doubt, that of the three functions of a Kavya,
viz., Abhidha, Bhavana and Rasa -~ carvana, the Iast- mentioned
¢« leads to the ultimate experience of tbe reader or spectator’”. This experience
is the same as Brahmananda which is to be ¢‘self-experienced *’4
and therefore, cannot be explained. It is only an artistically mature
Sahrdaya who can possibly experience the poetic relish with ¢ a sensitive
mind and a trained imagination’’. He is born with ‘¢ emotion — impulse ~
complexes **  which lie dormant in the conscious and sub - conscious
regions and which affiliate themselves with the emotions of S’Tngars
or S’anta: ¢ this mutual affiliation transforms the presented artistic
universal into artistic joy or Rasa *’.5

As a matter of fact, Rasa - realisation is equated with ! Brahma -
saksatkdra *’. Bhoja conceives that Rasa is * Anandamaya’* and
*¢ Brahma - Sahodara ” and ‘¢ Brahmasvada - sahodara *’.6
When one is relishing Rasa, all other cognitions disappear from one’s
mind for the moment and the state of aesthetic enjoyment is like the
Bliss of Brahman and the Sahrdaya is immersed in this blissful
consciousness as long as Vibhavas and other feclings continue to
operate,?
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Bharata enumerated eight Rasas in N atya and S’anta was
included probably during the 7th century as suggested by M. M. P. V. Kane.
Bhattatauta believes in the doctrine that S’anta Rasa was
at the head of all Rasas, since it leads to Moksa.8 Following the views
of his teacher, Abhinavagupta, too, considers §’anta as the highest
goal of human life, because all poetic pleasure is ¢* alaukika’® and like
Brahmananda. Anandavardhana, taking his support from a
Mahabharata citation, validates S’anta as a distinct Rasa
with ¢« Trsna - ksaya - sukha *'® ¢ Bliss experienced as a result of the
extermination or cessation of craving), as its Sthiyibhiva. Mammata,
Abhinavagupta, Dhanafijaya and Panditaraja Jagannatha have
pointed out that S’@nta has s'ama (tranquility) as its Sthayibhava,
Renunciation and ¢ turning away from the whesl of Samsaric
existcnce ** (Vairagya and Samsara - anityatva ) as Vibhavas, ¢ Moksa-
s astracinta *° i's Anubhava with ¢« Nirveda, Mati, Dhrtij, and
Smrti’ as its Vyabhicaribha

As Abhinava and his associates promuigated that S’anta is the

only “ Paramarthika Rasa ', Bhoja, in his S’rngaraprakasa
advocated the theory that there is only one Rasa and that too is
the S’rrgara Rasa.’0 He connects and correlates S’rngara with

Abhimana and Ahamkara in as much as Rasa - realisation is equal
to Brahmananda. Further, he divides S’rngara into Dharma - S’rngara.
Artha — S’rngara, Kama-S'rngara and Moksa=-S'rngara quite in
keeping with the four values of Ancient Indian Uife. Though the
man - woman - synthesis forms the key - note of Bharata - muni's conception
of Kama, he divides it into Dharma, Artha and Moksa.1l It is
probable that Bhoja adopted Bharata’s views.

It is the general contention of the Rasa - scholiasts that among
the ipnumerable Rasas delineated in a work, one Rasa alone should
be made to predominate over others.12 In the third Uddyota of te
Dhvanyaloka,  the author lays down the essential principles to
be observed in order to avoid and adjust conflicting motives and refers
to S’anta-S’'rngara, Vira- Bhayanaka, efc., as ‘¢ Virodhi ~ Rasas’’,
according to the pature of the actions. He prescribes the following
rules ;

1. Plan the parts and sub - parts with reference to the suggestion
of the Angarasa, without strictly adhering to the
technicalities mentioned in Sahitya — treatises 13

2. The conflicting Rasas should be subordinated and must necessarily
resort to Ang angibhava.l4
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3. They must have different As’rayas.

4. When they have the same As’raya, they must be intercepted
by another motive, or in other words, * disagreeableness merges
into agreeableness ** with the intervention of a third emotion
between the two Virodhi Rasas.

The Angarasas when appropriately nourished lend  additional
charm to Kavya, while they are governed by the ¢ domination
- subordination - injunction *>. If S§’Znta is Angin, S'rhigara
should be subordinated and if S’rngara is Angin S’anta is
to be Anga. The author adverts to the play. Naginanda,
where a bhita intercepts S’anta and S'rhgara. As a matter
of fact, Anandavardhana wants S’rngara to  be  predominantly
published in a Kavya where it is Angin owing to it’s very
delicacy and the rich expevience it conveys to these householders
who have tasted its essence.l5 But there are some who do not admit
the Angangibhava to  Prabandhas which  abound in  many
Rasas.’6 It is very refreshing to note that Kalidasa himself has
suggested jn Kumarasambhava that a plot in a drama should
consist of different appropriate Rasas overflowing with Ragas.1?

The Indian concept of Love, since the days of the esoteric
Upanishadic spiritualism, is to renounce and live without covetousness,18
S’rngara is ultimately spiritual and  its ‘¢ essential feature s
self — effacement and not self aggression **.19 Tagore contends  that
« the two peculiar principles of India are the beneficent tie of home
life, on the ono hand, and the liberty of the soul abstracted from
the world, on the other **.20 S’rrhgara or love in the midst of
Truth which represents Goodness and Beauty, restrains itself to S’Znta.
In Sanskrit literature, the synthesis of S’anta and S'rrgara resem-
bles Jiva - Brahma - Union.

Kalidasa, an expert poet - connoisseur ( Kavi-Sahrdaya) remains
uoexcelled in the art of depicting beueficent, purgatory love.21
To him, ¢ goodnmess is the final goal of love “*22 and it never
overrides Equity. Kalidasa’s concept of love is based on the
glorious trinity of Truth, Goodness and Beauty. To put graphically, love
is a circle within which there is a Triangle whose three angular
points are Truth, Goodness and Beauty. Or in other words, the
circle of love circumscribes the triangle. The true relation between a
man and a woman due to previous San?skéras in a former
birth,28 becomes established and this is how love originates. The right
relation becomes beautiful when it moves towards Goodness and results
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in Beauty. If ¢¢ Beauty were to be the expression” of soul through
matter and Art the expression of Beauty, Love 1is the incandescent
fusion point of Beauty and Art”.34

The poet - philosopher has ably implanted the youthful, care - free
and romantic love in M alavik a gnimitra based “on the

banality of a court intrigue >’. But Urvas’'T is the  incarnation of
of Srrgara -Rasa’**2 though she was created by the  hermit

Narayana who is VedEbhy;sajad.a ‘o and < Visaya - Vyavrita -

Kauphala’*. His $’akuntala is not eone ¢ toying and trifling with
passionateness **, but a Tapasvi — Kanya ¢ who had combined
the Paradise and the Earth in one name ’* and who had also harmonised
love and peace. The Raghuvams’a purports to transform the Dharma -
S'rngira to Moksa - S'rngara through the ¢ Kulavratas ¢
of the illustrious Iksvaku family of Kkings. In  Meghasandes’a,
Kalidasa has sung in symphonous music, the despondent but
delightful song of the two separated lovers who were not allowed
to be united with each other and ¢ such a relatien of separation
out of complete reciprocation without consummation represents the
supreme spiritual moment of love .26 It is impossible to describe
the S’anta - S’Trngara —synthesis  between the  Divine Parents  of
the Universe in the first seven cantos of Kumarasambhava, because
of the Paramarthika~S$’rngara - delineation. Penance begets
love. $’rngara approximates itselt to Divine Beauty acquired by
the Penance - Perfected — Love or Love — Perfected - Penance. The result
is the ¢ S’iva — S’iva - Synthesis **. Herein, we find the Love - ideal
pur  excellence, because, through severe penance, S’iva became the
«Dasa’ of S’'ivi who shared half the body of Her Lord.2?

Bbth S’akuntala and Kumarasambhava suggest that an Ideal Lover,
an Ideal love with Ideal Children would establish the Kingdom of God
on Barth, for the purpose of Loka - Sangraha which is the meaning
of Avatira or the descent of the Absolute. Perhaps Kalidasa had
meant this to be a lesson to his countrymen that the purpose of
Avatara is to establish the Kingdom of God on Earth as exposited
by the Gitacarya.

It is generally believed that S’akuntala f{llustrates  excellently the
sentiment of love as the ruling motive of the play,28 and that the
love depicted here is of a passionate nature. Das Gupta, commenting
on Tagore’s interpretation that ‘*Kalidasa’s conception of love is not
based on pure carnal love, but it is hastened” by self - mortification
and Tapasya ™, writes in his introduction to Sanskrit Literature thus:
«In S’akantala, it may rightly bs argued that the conception had
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taken place through passionate love..... there was no wilful self - mortifi-
cation and attempt to rouse purity through a sense of value for a
great love, aswas the case of Parvati®’s Tapasya in Kumaiarasam-
bhava .29 According to him, there is no Tapasya for love. But a
psycho - philosophic analysis of S'akuntala’s personality and mind
‘au grand serieux ', would reveal that S’akuntala is a S'rngara-
Nayikd cum a Tapasvi- Kanyi. She is born of Menaka, the celestial
nymph who is S’rngira personified and the royal sage Vis'vamitra,
in whom had taken place a gradual harmonisation between love and
peace. S‘akuntala has grown ( Tapovana — samvaddhido khu ayam  jano )
in the milieu of the sanctimonious Kanvisrama situated on the
banks of the river M3alinT, and so, she is ¢ unknown te hypocrisy’*
( anabhinno  kedavassa ), in the unsophisticated langusge of G a utami.
The *¢la - belle - dame - sans - merci ® of the Mahabharata is now
elevated to a hermit girl whose ‘personality is described by the artist
as a ‘“miniature of loveliness *’,30 ¢ pature’s best *¢ ¢ in whose delicate
limbs throb the charm and grace of youth *’.31 Her mind is described
by the art-critic in such references as, ‘‘she is God's vision of pure
thought composed in His creativc mind ;32 ¢ the  reservoir
of a plethora of virtues **;38 ¢« who would not show her love due
to her modesty *;3¢ ¢« obedient to the laws of Equity ** (Dharma - carana-
Faravas’o - jano ) and ‘ good works personified. **35

After all she is the harmonious blend of Vigsvamitra’s penance
and Menaka’s attractiveness and no wonder we admire the plasticity
of S'anta and S’rrigara in her form. Her step - parents, Kanva-
Gautami and Mar7ca- Aditi - Divine Couple who are wedded to
meditation, represent the ne plus ultra of peace. As a matter of fact,
S’akuntala is beauty born out of love and love born out of penance. Virgil’s
concepts of * mortalia® and *lacrimae rerum® are stamped on her
personality.

Her lover, Dusyanta is a king-cum - saint3 and a defender
of Dharma - Kriya *,37 besides being a *“ Tapovana Raksita **.38 « [
toils for others remaining indifferent to his own pleasures **.39 The
Asokan Ideal of ¢ Work I should for the common weal** is clearly
marked on his personality. Describing him as a S’rngara - Nayaka
in the first three acts, the dramatist makes him a Dharma-
S’rngara - Nayaka and towards the end of the play, he characterises
Dusyanta as a Moksa-S'rngara- Nayaka in as much as the
latter makes the prayer to | his Plenipotentiary - God : + May the
Self - existent Lord whose emergy is immanent in all things put an
end to my Rebirth™.40 The Cupid whe simply burns him with his

3
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arrows in Act II[,41 has his shaft commanded to be put down in
Act IV42 and the king starts hating pleasurable things.43

The colourful utterances of Dusyanta - ¢ How tranquil is this pious
grove **;44 <« A sight of this penance grove will purify us **;45 ¢ Happiness
is fleeting **;48 “1 know the stern potentialities of penance *’;47 <Serenity
pervades me, body and soul’¢;48 ¢« All honour is due to one who
mortifies the flesh for severe penance **,49 ¢ The custom of the
Puru's line is to make the pious grove their abede in old age and
lead the life in performing severe penaace *’;50 ¢«May S’iva put an end
to my Rebirth ;5! —do suggest not merely the Bhavas which are
conducive to the growth of the Santa element in the play, but at
the same time these Statements portray Dusyanta as a S’anta Nayaka.

Besides Kanva and Marica - couple, Dusyanta - S’akuntala - couple

too serve as the Alambana of S’Znta- Rasa. The hermitages of
Kanva, Marica, river Malini, and the beautiful surroundings are
delineated by Kalidasa as excitants for both love and peace. The
qualities of Nirveda and Dhrti could be perceived in Kanva’s
remark: ¢ Now' I have attained tranquillity **;52 *¢ And now, indeed
do I feel a calm and sacred happiness *’.58 The description of the
forest hermits postessed of a sense of profound peace attained by self-mortifi-
cation,5¢ and Kanva’s hortative peroration to his daughter, particularly
requesting her to ‘‘return to the sacred grove to end her last days
in abiding peace ’’,56 unmistakably present the Upas’ama - the Sthayi-
bhava of the sentiment of peace.

On the other hand, it ijs strikingly interesting to observe the
remarkable picture of Kalidasa’s skilful blend of the two
conflicting motives, S’anta and $'rngara, in many places, without
creating disagreeableness at all. Dusyanta’s soft-defeated mind is
swinging between Anuraga and Viraga when his beloved hermit’s
daughter has departed. He says: ‘¢ If my sweet —faced girl (Suvadana)
will grant me, but another meeting, I will not delay: for, happiness
is fleeting **.56 Kalidasa is fond of making sages practise penancg
in the midst of charming celestial nymphs57?. Sage Marica performs
penance  with  his  wife58 and this illustrates Moksa -S’Tfigara.
S’akantala appears in Dusyanta’s court like a ‘“dim flower in the
midst of hermiis **,59 The dramatist has made wuse of nature’s
Raman Tyatd to harmonise the sentiments of love and peace. In the
sixth Act, he describes MalinT thus:

‘* The stream of Maliny, and on its sands
The swan pairs resting; holy foot-hill lands
Of great Himalays’s sacred ranges,  where
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The Yaks are seen: and under trees that bear
Bark-hermit dresses on their branches high
A doe that on the buck’s horn rubs her eye .60

In this verse, the epithets <‘Saikata- Niﬁzhartrsa—Mithunav”, “Vama -
nayanam **, "Kayc{u}amﬁna?n Mrgim ** very aptly and elegantly breathe
the spirit of love, whereas, the phrases, °* Gauri- Guroh  Pavanah **
and ¢ S'akha - lambita - valkalasya ** suggest the S’anta — Rasa. Her.ein.
a common background lIs sought by the poet, it appears, to represent
simultancously the two sentiments which do not conflict, but co-exist
and cohere.

In the last Act, Matali and the king get down from the
aerial car. mear the hermitage of Marica and Dasyanta breaks out:
“ Truly I behold both things with wonder *’ 1~

¢« Hermits do their. penance to support life where Kalpa trees abound,
Water yellow turned by golden pollens for ablution bound,
Sit on  jewelled stones, for meditation practise they restraint,
Midst nymphs, other sages, to come here do practise hard -
constraint ** .62
Perhaps the term ¢ Ubbaya ** is forcibly used by the poet - grammarian
to embrace both the Dhyana -ideology of the saints and the $’rngara-
ideology suggested by the presence of the celestial nymphs.

The fore -going Rasa analysis in  Abhijn ana S’akuntalam would
mean that the predominant motive of the play is not the conventional,
stereotyped Kama -S’rngara which, of course, is subordinated to
S’anta-S'rngara or Moksa-S'Irngara. My revered teacher, Dr. Sastri
has suggested elsewhere that S’anta is the Angi-Rasa in the play
while S’rngara, nourished in the first three Acts, subordinates
itself to S’'anta which is portrayed in the other Acts.62

As the love depicted in S’akuntalam is of a * Tapasaic *
character and transcendental, the characters of the play, perforce,
have grown out of an atmosphere of love cum peace, as indicated
earlier. In the first three Acts, S’rnpgara surrounded by the halo
of Adbhuta and S’anta overflows. The fourth Act which, in the
opinion of Sanskrit scholiasts, is the best Act, shines with S’inta-
S$’rngara aided by Dharma - S’rngara and embellished by the pathetic
feelings expressed by- the animal kingdom in Kanva’s penance grove.
The maturest genius of Kalidasa has introduced Raudra to intercept
S’anta and S’rngara as manifest in the curse of Sage Durvasa who
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is by nature, an irate personality ( Sulabha - Kopah ), The fifth Act
beams with Vipralambha; Raudra is perceived in ihe righteous and
moral indignation of Sfarngarava, and is used to intercept Karuna
and Vipralambha. The sixth Act has Karuna - Vipralambha, aided by
S’anta, as its Anga - Rasa with the intervention of the humorous
fisherman’s scene on the one. hand and Bhayanaka, on the other.
The Bhayanaka - intervention was used to draw the curtain  between
Karuna and Vipralambha as well as S’Znta and S'rngara. The Last
Act is an excellent instance of S’Fnta - 8’rngara - synthesis.

Applying. Bhoja’s norm to S’Zkuntalam, the Rasa - position can be
tabulated thus:

Acts T-1II Sambhoga - S’rigdra: I. 16— 20; II, 10, 12.
Act  III Kama~S'rngara: vs. Dharma - S*rngara :
IIr, 4-5, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18 - 20.

Act IV. S’anta-S’'rigara or Moksa- 8 rngara
IV. 2,3d. 54, 10, 13, 19, 21, 22, 24.

Acts V=VI, Karun a - Vipralambha : V. 9, 31 ab; VI. 10d, 7cd 18c, 24.
VI. 8. 14, 17, 22, 24; Vil. 24.
Act VII, S’anta-S'rngara VII. 9, 11, 12, 35,

From the above data, it is legitimate to argue, that if Rasa -
synthesis, as sugpested by MM. S. K. Sastri, in his introduction to
Zs'caryacﬁd amani of S‘aktibhadra. can produce aesthetic pleasure in
the. mind of a Sahrdaya, then S’anta - 8'rngara - synthesis will have
to - be accepted as the keynote of Abhiji ana - S’Zkuntalam. Therefore,

I suggest that Moksa-S’'rrigara embellished by 8’anta be considered
the Angirasa in the drama.

It scems to me that Kalidasa is perhaps fond of <*S’anta-
S'rngara - synthesis **  that even in the first seven cantos of
Kum3arasambhava, he maintains  this  characteristic feature. As in
8’ akuntalam, there are many critics who could perceive only Sambhoga-
S'rngara as the Angi-Rasa im the Mahakavya.63 The Rasa -
analysis in  Kumarasambhava can be briefly tabulated as follows:

Canto I. S’rngara with S’antaapd, Adbhiita in Um3i’s
description.
s IT. S’anta in the Deva’s panegyrisation of Brahman.
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Canto. III. S’anta-S’rngara - Synthesis — S’iva’s penance and
Uma’s servitude,
. IV. Karuni brought about by Rati- Vilapa,
intercepting S’anta and S'rngara.
ve V. Moksa-S'rrgara with the righteous indignation
sub - ordinated in UmaZa‘s penance,
e VI. Dbarma- S'rngara in the seven sages who
went to Himavan to solicit Um&’s hand.
s VII. Sambhoga - S’rngara with Adbhiita and S’Inta
as Angarasas presented in Uma’s wedding.
. VIII. Kama - S’rngara.

»» IX —XI. Sambhoga -S’rngara.
»» XII-XVIL. VTra, with Raudra, as Angarasa.

In Kumarasambhava, the poet has made both the Divine Parents
of the Universe to perform penance. Though He was Himself the
Creator of the fruit of penance, S'iva practised penance for some
indescribable reason ( kenapi kamena ).64 The third canto (44 — 50)
describes his penance which results in the realisation of * The Highest
Light * withiné5 the Paramatman since S’iva is the ¢ Paramjyotil} ’
Himself.66 Besides, He is S’anta par excellence. 8o, Uma 'too. as
ber very name indicates, is a S’anta -8'rngara~ Nayika. She performs
a very severe penmance to win the love of the Lord of Tapas. S'iva
and Uma form the determinants of S’nta - S’rngdra, while the beautiful
Himalayan sutroundings ( Canto I), the tranquil Sthanvas‘rama, the
Spring (Madhu) (Canto I11), Osadhiprastha, Himavan’s city (Canto V)
serve as  excitants. The Upas'ama of Uma is aptly described by such
references: ¢ She depreciated beauty in  her heart *‘;67 ‘¢ Remaining
alike in pleasure and pain, she commenced to perform greater penance **.68
**A mind firm in its resolve (fpsita-—artha-sthifa—nis‘cayam mana!z) to
win that sort of husband tbrough that kind of Iove ».69

The poet has shown here that S’Trngara goes hand in hand  with
Equity. As Dharma is the characteristic ideal of the Hindu view of
life S’iva accepted the hand of Parvat] through Equity. Uma found
that form with vulgar ornamentations, was a hindrance to Paramar—
thika - S’rngara, as soon as S’iva disappeared to avoid the presence
of woman, after reducifg Cupid to ashes. So, she won Her Lord by
Her austere penance. S’iva became her Dasa and evidently gave half
His body to Her —who is now fit to be with Him; and He had
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)

already radiated His S'Znta-S’rngdra-vision on Uma (Canto 3)-a
vision that had overhauled Her and made her fit to enjoy half
His body. That only S'iva- S’ivZ - synthesis could produce the General
of the Deva - army, Kumiara, is attested by the Creator Himself.70
It could, be therefore, suggested that S’iva-S’ivd —union had taken
place only by $’anta-S’rfgira harmony.

In fact, S’iva - S’iva - synthesis is suggested by the Devas in their
laudation to the Creator in Canto 11, viz, that ¢' the male and female
are but two portions of His own Self **.7 Kalidasa's skill in
blending the two conflicting motives is indicated in the references
below. “*Isvara looked at her (Arundhati) and the sages
without a differentiation in esteem between male and female +:72
‘* When the ascetic par excellence, S’iva, showed His eagerness to get
married to PaArvatT the sages born of Brahman left off their
shame due to their attachment to married life **.73 The sages who
considered that loving their DharmapatnTs or good wives, who are indeed
the root - causes of meritorious actions.74 was a shameful act abandoned
now that fecling as S’iva, the lord of penance became love — minded.
The poet describes the happiness enjoyed by S’iva in the company
of Parvat7 thus: *“On coming into eontact with that princess whose
face shone with increasing splendour like the moon, S’iva became
possessed of beaming eyes resembling tbe full - blown lotuses and of
8 serene heart like crystal - clear water, as the world on coming
under the sway of Autumn ’*.75 Here, the terms “Vivrddhanang*,
“Praphul‘lacak:vus" and “*Kumari® suggest S’rngara
rasa  while the line, * prasannacetah salilah S’ivo® bhut ** indicates the
clament of peace.

In the Raghuvams’a, the poet has carefully delineated S’int a -
S‘rigara elements without causing disagreeableness. Though S’anta
is the dominant emotion of the Mahikavya, the poet, in canto
VIII has described the $’rngara - bhavas as experienced by King
Aja and the S’anta-sukha enjoyed by his aged father, Raghu. As
the Alambana vibhavas are different, the two motives do not
conflict, but co - exist.76 The Tksvaku kings are possessed of S’anta-
S'rngara - traits; king Atithi, the son of Kus’a possesses qualities of
different dimensioa, like learning anp wealth, love and penance, and
50 on.77 The description of the river Sarayl, in canto XIII (verse 42)
is a fine ijostance of the harmony between love and peace.

Nature is the creation of God’s /i /a and poetry of the poet’s
171a.78 The artist has his own way the high-way and the by-way of poesy.
In his Upalocana, MM. S. K. Sastri writes: ¢* Kavita - Budhayor - Yogam

namami S'ivayor ‘yatha **. If we pay homage to the poet - critic~ synthesis
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and apply this pattern to the works of K#lidasa, one is tempted
legitimately to question whether the master - poet is remarkably faithful
to the over - elaborate conventions of SZhitya treatises. Should we judge
8@ work of art by projecting the established poetic technicalities-in - a
prose, poem or drama? Or should we interpret the emotion recollected
in tranquillity as the natural out - come of ga. KZvya—n»is,ev.a na?

Anandavardhana has candidly admitted that in this world of poesy,
it is possible 1o enumerate only two or perhaps five great  poets.
Valmiki, Vyasa and Kaliddsa’ on whose works ¢ his theory of
Dhvani, Aucitya and Rasa is based '*.80

That K alidasa has drawn the Moksa Ideal from the Sragira-
Heal through Artha and Kama, illustrates the unity of these - four-fald
values in Ancient Indian life. The very attempt ‘of critics ‘to look
upon Rasasvada as  Brahma - Sak satkara  emphasises  the
importance of the Moksa-~Id:al which  has, perforce  grown
out of the S'rngara-~Ideal in the culture of Akhanda Bharat.

A psycho - philosophic attempt to interpret the poetic relish from
the standpoint of a Sahrdaya, — who is the right- judge, — would
reveal that the harmonious blend of the two conflicting motives could
still produce the blissful consciousness, as long as Rasa is one and
the emotions are many. BEven the theory that the Angirasa alone
should be dominant could be relazed by the ¢ Apavadotsarga - Nyaya®
suggested by Kalidasa in Raghuvams’a XVI 7-c, that a special
rule can over-ride a general rule. Otherwise Anandavardhana’s axiom,
< Sara.svatyevafsa~ g/fatayuti wthe{s{am Bhagavaii ** ( Goddess = Sarasvati
enables an author te compose his work successfully in the way he
likes), would become meaningless.

“If synthesis is the watch —word of Indian culture and civilisation®’
as has been ably pointed out by MM. S. K. Sastri, then the
delineation of the S’anta-S’rngara  synthesis by the Kavikula
Sarva - bhauma Kalidasa, is  unquestionably  warranted.
1t is needless to prove the synthesis -theory by quoting the eulogium
of the author of Prasannaraghava or of Dhvanyiloka. But the fact
remains that Dramatic Criticism in the post- Kaliddsan period might
bave sprung up from K his immortal works' and he is the first and
foremost exponent of “S’anta-8'Ingaraesynthesis’ in the entire
panorama of Sanskrit Sahitya literature,
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12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

17.

18.
19.

20.

21.

22.
23.

FOOT NOTES

Vyartham vina Rasamaho gahanam kavitvam. S’rikantacar i-
tam II 30.

Vibhiva -anubhava-vyabhicari - samyogad rasanispattih.
see p. 326 Sanskrit Drama; A. B. Keith, Oxford Univ. press, 1954.
see p. 213 HSP.

see p. 603 Hist of Skt. Lit. ed. by Das Gupta: Cal. Univ. 1947.
see p. 352 HSP; also p. 248; cf. p. 107:

Kaner op. cit. p. 345. ff. Kavyaprakasa: IV p. 92.

. ps 29. Locana. Dhvanyiloka on Karika III. 26.

p. 219 DHV, ibid. Ud. IV. pp. 237-38 and 299,
se¢ HSP p. 352. cf Vikrama - irvasyyam: I 8-b.

see Ch. XXII, verse 96. Natya S’astra; Gatkwad Oricatal
Series : Baroda.

DHV. Karika=-21; Ud —-IIl. p. 211,
ibid., Karika 12. p. 178.

ibid., page 213.

ibid. page 223.

ibid. page 216.

KS: VII. 91-a; S’iva and Um3a witness a play enacted by the
celestial nymph: their honour. Note the use of ¢ Rasanantaresu

which is explained by Mallinitha <*S'rngaradi - rasa - bhedesu *’
Isavasya — Upanisad, 1-c

p. 46. HBLCS.

see p, 8 Tagore: Inner Meaning of S’akuntala in D. S. Sarma’s
A Book of Ina Culture.

S'rigara  lalitodgare KalidastrayT kima:  Rajasekhara’s
Suktimuktavali.

Tagore : op. cit. p. 7.

SK. Act V. 9-d: ef: Pubbeva Sanniv3sena......evan te jayati
psmam. ( Dham ; pada - Atthakatha.
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KGI. pp. 16 —117

Vikramorvas Tyam: Act. J. 8 -b.

HBLCS. p. 46.

KS. V, 86-a b.

Keith : ap. cit. p. 325.

Das Gupta: op.cit. Introduction pp. XXV - XXXVII.
Ccf. SK. I. 16-20 and I. 25

Ibid. 1. 20-d.
v II. 10-a; see KT: page 21.
' 1. 1l-c.
’ 1. 12-c.
" V. 16-a b
o II. 15-d
. V. 15-a
v III. p. 31
" V: 6
’e VII. 35c d
. I11. 4
v VI. 4d
ve VI. 5-a
s I, 15~-a

SK. I. page 4
ibid I1. 40-b
» I, - 2-a; of. II. 7 at
s VII. 6. 1. page 94
- VII. 11. i. page 96,
s VII. 20-¢c d
" VII. 35-d
. 1V. see page 56
' V. 24-e

, II. 7-a; V. 10-a b; note Marjca’s penance portrayed

in VII. 11.
bs Iv. 22-d
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57,

58.

59.
60.
61.

62.

63.
64.
65.
66.
67.

68.
69.
70,

71.
72,
73.
74.
75.
76.
71.

78.

79.
80,

ibid III, 40-a b; ( cf. reference no. 46.)

’ V. 9.3. page 6; Note: * Sastrikah Tapasvinah praptah”.
cf. KS. 1. 54

’» VII. 9-d: Note: <¢ Sapatnikas - tapasyati’. The reference

is to Sage MarTca, the child of the Uncreated one, who
dwells in Hemakuta where the ascetics attain miraculons
DOWELS .. veuvee

ibid V. 14-¢ d

KT. see page 73. cf. SK. VI. 19

ibid. VII. 12. see page 96.

sec pages 552, 549 and 379: Vadamozhi Nul Varalaru: Ann.
Univ. 1946.

Ibid page 373.

KS. 1. 57.

ibid III. 58
’s 1I. 58-a
" V. l-c
o V. 18
» V. 2d
o 1I. 60.
se . 7
s VI. 12
” VI. 34
' VI. 13-¢ d
s VII. 74

see RV. VIIL. 10d; 11-0; 14-d; 21-cd; 22-d; 24-cd

ibid, XVII. 43; 45

DHY. Ud. II. p. 278; cf Some concepts of Alamkara Sastra by
Dr. V. Raghavan: P. 191; Th. P, H. Adyar, 1942.

ibid. Ud, 1. p. 34.

ibid. Ud. III. p. 203.
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Abbreviations

SR Kalidasa’s Sakuntala, (ed.) R. Pischel, Har. Uni, Press.
Vol. 16, 1922,

KS ' Kumarasambhava, (ed.) Ram Narayan Acharya,
13th edn., 1940.

RV » Raghuvams’a, (‘ed) C. R. Devadhar, Bombay, 1946,

KT " (Bng.) Translations, A. W. Rhyder,

Colifornia, Univ., New York, 1920.

DHV Dhvanyaloka of Anandavardhana, (ed.), MM. Pandit
Durgaprasad, Bombay, 1935.

TV Tonivilakku, Dhv. trans. in Tamil by Dr. P. 8, S. Sastri,
Trichy, 1944.

HSP History of Sanskrit Poetics, MM. P. V. Kane, Bombay, 1951,

HBLCS Highways and Byways of Literary Criticism in Sanskrit,
MM. K. S. Sastri

KPP Kalidasa - His Period and Personality, K.S. R. Sastri,
Srirangam, 1933.

KGI Kalidasa - His Genius, Ideals, K. S. R. Sastri,
Srirangam, 1933,



The Concept Of Sahkti Cult In Tamil Nadu
NATANA., KASINATHAN

In India the concept of Goddess weorship was as ancient as the
concept of God worship since some parts of nature have been personi-
fied as Gods while some were as Goddesses. OQOut of five natural
objects {.e. earth, water, air, fire and sky; air,fire and sky were
personified as Gods ém_d the earth and water were as Goddesses. It
scems that this is the reason that we get two representations of
Goddesses in the Harappan seals one representing the earth in the
form of a mother producing the plants through her womb, the other
representing the rivers in the form of Saptasindus (seven mothers). The
Pasupati figure of Harappan civilization denotes the God of living beings
which were produced by earth and rivers. These were the three important
aspects in egrlier period. From these three aspects om]y, all the other
Gods and Goddesses had taken their manifestations. The Phallus is the
representation of fire which was taken as the. sacrificial pillar ( y upastamba ),
whereas the Yoni is the representation of an "altar (Yagakundam)
in the Vedic period. There is also another view that the Phallus
and the Yoni are the symbols of male and female organs which
indicate the fertility cult.

With ‘the help of fire (agni)the Vedic seers wanted to propitiate
the Gods represented for air and sky as they could not be seen through

the eyes. They didn't have any anthropomorphic representation of these
Gods but had the visualization of them,

Though they had invoked the Goddesses like Aditi, Usas, Ratri

and SarasvatT they didn't attach much importance to them as they
did in the cases of Varuna, Rudra and Indra. They worshipped
PrthivTy ¢ Barth) and Ap (water) also but not as the supreme
Goddesses.

“The mother Goddess conception may be said to reach it’s culmination
when the abstract ideas of ‘the cosmic principle as the sources of
etl creatton ‘is conceived of a female. The so=called DevT Sutka
of the Rgveda, identifies VAK with the Almighty Goddess. If Sarasvaty,
the Goddess of speech is connected with the deity of this hymn, then
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she is described with special emphasis to be warlike Goddess and
what is more important in tbe light of later history, sheis brought
into connection with Rudra *'.1

EBven in the post Vedic period, the female deities were worshipped
as secondary deities like Ambika and Uma in association with Rudra.
In Vajasineya SamhitalA, Ambiaka is addressed as the sister of
God Rudra and is invoked to come and partake of her share in

the sacrifice along with Rudra. But in the Taittiriya ‘Aranyaka
Rudra is called as Ambikapati i.e. the husband of Ambika.2

Um3a is mentioned in the Taittirjya ,:.ral_lyaka and Rudra
is invoked as Umap ati.® She is referred to as Uma and Haimavaty
jn the Kena Upanishad.4 ‘¢ The lJegend of her appearance before Indra
and other gods and imparting divine knowledge to them (Brahman [ti)
is mentioned in a very beautiful way. Haimavaty is interpreted as the
daughter of Himavat or the Himalayas. We know nothing about the
previous history of this beautiful young Goddess Uma but her rise to
the position of a teacher of the gods could not have been sudden. It
must be presumed that the cult of this mountain Goddess must have
been known long prior to this period.”5

As far as Tamilnadu is concerned, the Sakti cult seems to have
been prevalent from very earlier period. Korravai was the presiding
deity of desert land while Muruka of mountain, Visnu of forest,
Indra of Marutam ( cultivable land ) and Varuna of seacoast. It is
not known how the iconographic feature of Korravai was during

that period. But having taken into account of the figure of the
Goddessé found in the midst of Megalithic cairn circle, it may be

presumed that this same figure or the developed form of this must
have represented the figure of Korravai of desert land.

The ancient Tamil grammatical work Tolkdppiyam refers to only
Korravai Nilai? which relates to the worship of Korravai by
soldiers when they start either for eattle lifting or cattle rescuing
operations. Korravai may be the combination of words Kol+ tavvai.
The celebrated Kollippavai 74 may also be identifed with Kor ravai.

It i3 in fact attested by the word Kolai Makal for Durga.8 She is
also mentioned Korii in Perunkatai.?

4B
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Korravai, whe was the presiding deity of desert appears to
have also been worshipped as the Goddess of cemetery.10 ¢ Perunkatu)
in the Megalithic period, as we find the image of Goddess in the
midst of cairn eircletd. Only after this, it secems that she had been
called as Katukal, the corrupted form of Ka tukital, the presi-
ding deite of Katu (cemetery;. This cult is found echeed in
Kalittokai calling Durga as perunkattukkorri. In Pornara-
rruppatai. the Goddess is referred to as Katurai Katavul
who has been taken as Kali, it seems 1more appropriate to
identify this with Korravai, the Katukal. The earllest personifi-
cation of this deity could be the figure that we get from Adicca-

nallur findings. And other representations of it appears to be the
female figure embedded upon an urn found at Melspperrumpallam,12

The influx of more Vedic Gods and Goddesses had taken place
in the Sangam and post Sangam periods. Consequently, the worship

of number of manifestations of the Goddess is found during the
Pallava period. In Silappatikaram we get references to Malaimakal,

Korravai and Palaiyol, being all the manifestations of Goddess

and the iconographic features of Korravai are elaborately given.
From the period of Silappatikaram the supreme position of

Kwrravai seems to have waned gradually as she bhad been
associated with Muruka as the mother of Him,

Among all the aspects of Sakti that are found im the Siva and
the Visnu temples during Pallava period, Durga was the predomi-
nant deity having a separate shrine at Mamallapuram and Panaimalai.
The earliest figure of Durga in Tamilnadu comes from Valiyattur
in North Arcot Ambedkar district.

In Manimekalai it is said that a temple dedieated to Katrmar-
selvil3 was situated inside the cremation ground, This Katamer-
selvi should also be taken as Durga instead of Kali as is taken
by some scholars. Here also katu shouid be interpreted as cremation
ground. There is also a reference to Mutiyalkottam suggesting
that there was a separate sbrine for Mutiyal i. e. Muttaval
for Jyestha Palaiyol ia Tirumurukarruppatar could bc the same
as Mutiyal of Manimekalai. The meaning Kat ukal ( Kali) to Palayol
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given by Naccinarkkiniyar seemsto be not acceptable as Katukal
was Durga (Korravai) Katukal and Palaiyol were different. The
plausible meaning of Palaiyol is Jyesta. Even today there is an
earliest Jyestha carved in a rock-cut cave assignable to 8th century
A.D. at Tirupparnkunram. An excellent figure of Jyestha
is found carved in a panel of sculptures collected from Velanjeri by
Tamilnadu State Department of Archaeology. It is datable to 6th - Tth
century A, D.

This Mutiydal or Palaiyol should be the earlier form of Sakti than
Kor,ravai in Tamilnadu. She could be the Goddess of river and
could have been worshipped for fertility. The Siddhanta SaravalT
of Trilocana Sivacarya and the commentsary on it narrate Jyesta
as Jalarupin7y., She is the representation of  sthiti.l4 j, ¢,
sustenance.

Jyestha seems to be a non- Aryan deity. She was neglectea
saying that she came first while the milky ocean was churned, following
the all destroying cosmic poison. She was also considered as an
inauspicious deity.

Liﬁgapurél_la lists out the places where she has to be taken
to please her. Of the places mentioned, the places of Buddha and
non - Vedic forms of worship are important as they suggest that she
was a non-Vedic Goddess. Later, she appears to have been brought
under the canopy of staunch Vaishnavism as this Purana informs
that she was permitted by Visnu to go and live with those who
offer worship to him exclusively with a distinct disregard in their
for Siva and the other Gods. The fact of her worship by the
devotees of Vaishnavism is proved from the lament of Tontar -
atippoti Alvar saying that the worship offered to this deity
(Jyestha ) by people in the vain hope of acquiring the fulfilment
of their desires, while there is the great God Vis nu, the conferrer
of all boons, whom they forget altogether.!5 Though J yestha was
brought into the pantheon of Vedic Gods, she appears to be the
ancient non - Vedic Goddess worshipped by the Tamils. It is the
reason to call her as Palaiyol and Mutiyal. She seems to
have been worshipped' as an f{mportant deity during Pallava, -early
Pandya and early Chola periods.
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From ecarly Chola period, Ka 1i worship had occupied a special
place pushing aside the importance of Korravai. Kali is a
Vedic Goddess and is called in epigraphs as Kalabhatari.16 Side by
side the Saptamatrika worship was also prevalent form the
period of Silappatikaram. We get the sculptural representations
of them from Mahendravarma period.1? Saptamatrkas are usually
taken as the ahthropomorpbic forms of seven holy rivers flowing in
North India. Hence these Goddesses also beleng to the group of
Vedic pantheon. The inroad of these deities have displaced Jyes th a,
the ancient river Goddess of Tamils.

Hence Kali in the place of Durga and Saptamatrika in
the place of Jyestha had become popular among people. Separate
shrines for Kali and Saptamatrikas came into existence. From
9th century onwars, we get number of excellent images of K ali
both in stone and bronze., Likewise, the Saptamatrika group
is found invariably either on the southern side of the temple
prakara or on the outskirts of the village.

Kali and Saptamata worship is elaborately described in
Kallinkattupparani. Offering the head of the heroes to Kali
is also mentioned in it. There are number of inscriptions that throw
light on the existence of Kali shrines and the offerings made
to them.

Mahis a suramardini form of Goddess is another important
aspect of Sakti. It had its dominance in some parts of Tamilnadu.
This form could have been influenced from the Karnataka region.

With the advent of Adi Sankara, the Sakti cult also had its
considerable impact in Tamilnadu in the 8th — 9th centurics.

During 1I — 12th century, Sakti cult seems to have been in
dominent position atleast in the Chola country only. Ottakkuttar
the celebrated poet was a staunch devotee of Sakti and is said to
have composed Takkayagapparani, a parani on Daksan’s
yaga. This Tamil work throws valucable information on Sakta
customs and beliefs. In many verses of his work, he makes references
to Yamala Tantras and otber related works of Sakta religion.
During Chola period. Darasuram appears to bave been the centrc of
Sakti cult as there is still a shrine dedicattd to Chakkattamman
who is popularly known as Lajja Gaur1 in Andhra Pradesh.
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In course of time, as more Gods and Goddesses emerged in Saiva

and Vaisnava pantheons, Saxti cult appears to have lost its superiority.
Finally, when both Saivism and Vaisnavism severely suifered due to

the

13.
14,

15,
16.
17.

onslaught of Muslims. Sakti cult also was pushed into darkness.

Dr. Pushpendrakumar, Sakti Cult in Ancient India (Publ, 1974y P. 14

1. A. Vajasaneyi Sam hita. III. 53

Taittiriya Zra{lyaka. X. 18

1bid.
Kena Up. III, 23.

Dr. Pushpendrakumar ap. cit. p. 18.

Udayanathan, Goddess figure discovered by state (Tamilnadu)
Department of Archacology.

Tolkappiyam, Siitra 59, Murray publication, 1960.

7. A. Narrinai 185, 6-II, Kuruntokai, 89, 4-6,
Akananuru, 62,13-18.

Piramottarakanta 7.28.

Peruntokai, JIlavana sarukkam

Kalittoai, P. 80, Murray Rajam publication (1957).

Dr. R. Nagasamy, Tantric cult in southb . India. P, 3.

K. Sridharan, “Terracotta-Art of Poompuhar, seminar on Marine
Archaeology (Edited by Natana. Kasinathan, pp. 68. 70)
Manimekalai, Edited by U. V. Swaminatha Iyer, 18 = I15 - 114.

T. A. Gopinatha Rao, Elements of Hindu Icomography, Vol. I.
Part 1II. pp. 398-99.

lbid._ pp. 396-98 \
A. R. E. 317/1911, 317/1912.

Natapa.' Kasinathan, Kalvettu Journal of Tamilnadu State Department
of Archacology.
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A Tamil Inscription from the Fort Frederick
Trincomalee - Sri Lanka

N. Sethuraman

Introduction

Thc holy Shiva shrine which once stood on the Trincomalee ( Tamil
Tirukkonamalai ) mountain in Sri Lanka was one of the two hundred
and seventy five sacred Shiva temples praised in the Tamil Thevaram
poems. Thirujeana Sambandar who lived in the 7th century A. D. com-
posed eleven hymns praising Lord Shiva who was pleased to be
present at Tirukkonamalai ( mountain) ( Thevaram 3- 123 ). He says
that those who recite and hear these verses will become great and
they along with their relatives will go to the heaven ( indicating
the Kayarohana philosophy of the Pasupata Saivite school). Sekkilar
the minister of the Chola emperor Kulowunga 11 (¢ 1133-50) became
a saivite saint and in 1139 A.D. he wrote the great Tamil epic
Periyapuranam — the story of the sixty three nayanmars. He beautifully
describes how Tirujnana Sambandar praised in his hymns about Lord
Shiva of Tirukkonamalai. Arunagirinathar who lived in the first
balf of the 15th century praises lord Muruga of this temple.

Dr. K. Indrapala has edited the Nilaveli inscription in the pages
64 to 69 in the James Thevathasan Ruinam Felicitation volume dated
June 1975. The record is indited on a stone which is built into
a temple structure and is now serving as part of the step of the
thirtha well at the entrance to the inner Mandapa of the Vinayaka
temple at Nilaveli, North of Trincomalee. The photograph is also
published. Indrapala correctly states that the record is in the character
of the 10 th century. The object of the inoscription is to grant ceriain
lands for food efferings to the great God Maccakesvaram  Udaiya
Mahadeva at Tirukkonamalai in Konaparvatam. The measurements and
the boundaries of the lands are given. The record further states
that these lands which belong to Konamalai Nilakantar ( Shiva)
should be wunder the protection of the Mahesvaras, Indrapala opines
that Maccakesvaram Udaiya Mahadeva was a different temple and
not the Main Shrine. With due respect; I have to differ from the
great scholar. We must note here that the lands gifted to Macea -
kesvaram  Udaiya Mghadeva belong to Konamalai Nilakantar. This
shows that the two mnames refer to the same God. Maccakesvaram
called after the fish which was the first Avatara of Lord Vishnu —
in view of the sea near the rocks.. was the name of the Devadana
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(Temple) and Tirukkonamali was the place name of the mountain. 1If
this understanding is correct, we may not be far wrong in surmising
that the slab which contains this record was originally in the main shrine
before its destruction. We have a parallel example ip Tamilnadu. (See
Sambandar Thevaram3. 62, He praises the Lord of Thatakai Esvaram in
the village Tiruppanandal. Inscriptions of this temple state that the Lord
of Thatakai Esvaram a Devadana in the Brahmadeyam at Tirappanandal.
Thataka in Sanskrit means Palmyra tree. Panandal in Tamil also meaas
Palmyra tree. Even today the village is surtounded by Palmyra
trees. The Sthala Vriksha of the temple is also Palmyra tree. )

In the beginning of the 16th century the Portuguese came to
destroy the temple at Trincomalee. The Dutch captured the Kalini
Malai Shiva temple which was situated south of Trincomalee. Visvanatha
Nayaka of Madurai drove out the invaders, established the rule of
the Telugus and saved the temple from destruction. In 1620 “Raghunatha
Nayaka of Tanjore also defeated the Portuguese i Ceylon. However
the fate was otherwise. In 1624 the Portuguese gencral Constantino
de Saa pulled dewn the golden temple and used the materials to
build the Fort Frederick in its place. This was a severe blow to
the culture and heritage of the great island. Sinee the old temple
has gone, the people worshipped the mountain itself as Dakshins
Kailaasa, the abode of Jord Shiva. The fort exists even todoy. After
three hundred and fourty years, a very big Shiva temple called
Konesvaram was built in 1963 on a different site in the high meuntain.
The good old traditions, customs and the rich heritage were once again
restored.

In this article attempt is made to prove how in the 16th
century the Telugu Nayaks of Madurai and Tanjore fought with the
invading  Whites  to protect tke island and the Tirukkonamalai
Shiva temple.

Subject

At the outset, I wonld like to thank Mr. A. Theva Rajan, General
Secretary, Thaninayakam Foundation Trust, Colombo  Sri Lanka, whose
letter dated 10th January 1994 prompted me to prepare this article.
He sent to me many soure> materials and also the xerox
copies of the pages 448 to 451 from the Journal R. A. S. (Ceylon)
Vol. XXX. pubilshed in 1927. In these pages, H. W. Codrington
wrote an article about the Tamil inscription at Fort Frederick,
Trincomales. The first four paragraphs of the article and the photograph
of the inscription attract our attention. They are reproduced below.

‘“The legendary history of the great temple Konesvara which once
stood upon the promontory now occupied by Fort Frederick at
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Trincomalee, is given in the Kalveddu; a precis of this work appears
in Brito’s Vaipavamalai. The temple is said to have been founded
by King Kulakkoddan, son of Manuventan, in the Kali Yuga Year
512 (B.C.2590). It was destroyed by Constantino de Saa in 1624
and the materials used for the construction of the fort.

On the right side of the main entrance to the existing fort
is an inscription cut beneath two fishes. On the Ieft side of the
gateway immediately opposite appear two other fishes; the workmanship
of these is much inferior to that of the first mentioned pair. The
Jocal tradition is that the stone on the right side of the gateway
came from the great temple and that the inscription contains the
following prophecy :-

vaperGar  @TEGaTLL T @l ® SELussleaw
651 Qar UpAS 1995566 — werarTGs6r
ymearsaen Qemsen Lmsssamemer Gumes e
wrGewr ea@sTy I@L.”*

« The Portuguese shail take the holy edifice built by Kulakkodan
in ancient times. Oh King, hear! After the cat’s - eyed one, the red-eyed
one and the smoke - eyed one have gome, the figure will be that of the
Northerner (i. e. — Telugu)’*

About the identity of Kulakkoddan, the renovator of the stone
temple, the schelars in Sri Laoka differ. His existence either in
the 1lth century or in the 12th is proposed. I am not going to
to deal with this controversy. As far as we are comcerned Kulakkoddan
fived prior to the date of this inscription. The inscription is damaged
and the available portion was read by Codrington as follows s

Text Transliteration
1 (aplerGar Gor (muwnne Kula
2 Casriiier apl® k(o)ddan muddu
3 (9)wiuenflenw (ti)rup - paniyai
4 sr@ear U mEIE nne paranki
5 (& 580 wewrarT tk)kave manna
6 e QT v na pomna
7 (emer udwp(gy) (sa) na yiyarr(u)
8 (B)smeu g t(e}vait
9 (st Jeorir.. (n)na
10 Y T ..kal
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Codrington says, ¢<the earliest mention of the inscription is in the
Portuguese original of *¢Beschryving and Carten Vanden Eyland Ceylon*’,
preserved at thc RIJKS - ARCHIEFP. at the Hague, the letter - press
of which dates from about 1627°°. The initial and final letters are missing
owing to the stone having been cut. The first five lines of the inscription
clearly agree with the traditional prophecy. The remaining lines do not,
since they are damaged. The Dutch and the Portuguese  versions
represent the above text.

The €eylon literature Konesar Kalvettu, a chaste Tamil poem
written in the }6th century states thus®

sthat while the sacred pujas by the brahmanas in the Konainathar
Shiva temple were conducted for a long time, the Parankis t Portuguese)
whose bodies shine like the tender mango leaves would come with the
intention of destroying the great temple. South of Tirvkkonamalai,
there was a mountain called Kalini malai on which stood a Shiva
temple. That would be captured by Ulandar (Dutch). At that time
the Ceylon Royal family would shrink. After the sbrinking of the royal
family, the Vadugar (The Telugus) would rule Lankai (Sri Lanka). The
Telugus would find that the parallel rule of the Ulanda King (Dutch)
would be a hindrance to them and therefore the latter would be
pushed down imto the sea (would be driven out). With all happiness,
after sefting up the alternate rule, the Telugus would then worship the
God in the Golden temple of Konainathar®'.

Some people including the EBuropean scholars thought that it was a
prediction written in the inscription and also in the poems about the
coming of the Europeans. But none was able to explain the rule of the
Telugus which would be established there.

Dr. A. H. Mirando wrote an article ¢ The Konesvaram Kovil and
the Homeland Question™ in the Sri Lanka newspaper “The Island’* magazine
dated Tuesday the 4th January 1994. While referring to this inscription,
he quoted the opinions of the previous scholars who made research on
this lithic record. The relevant passage of this article is reproduced as
follows:

H. Krishna Sastri, the Madras Government Epigraphist has recorded
as follows:

*“ The record may belong to the 16th century A. D. to judge
from palaeography adding further that ¢ the pair of fish*® the
emblem of the Pandyan Kings almost certainly is earlier in date than
16th century by which time the Pandyan Kingdom had ceased to exist.
Perhaps they were carved in the 13th century when Pandyans came into
contact with Ceylon and Trincomalee (Royal Asiatic Society, Ceylon Branch
Vol. No, 80)*
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Dr. Godakumbura is of the view that the fish symbols have
nothing in common with the inscription, as am examination of the
inscription shows that it is a 16th century recoerd inscribed en a
stone which already had the Pandyan symbols.

Dr. S. Paranavitana states thus about this inscription: * A fragmen-
tary inscription engraved below the double fish on a stone now built
into the gate of Fort Frederick in Trincomalee is also interpreted as a
prophecy and sometimes quoted to support the historicity of the prophecy
given in the Yalpana - vaipava - malai. This inscription actually contains
the word ‘¢ Paranki ** ( Portuguese ) but the record is in the 16th century
script and was no doubt set up after the arrival of the Portuguese.

This inscription bas been interpreted as a prophecy about hundred
years after its date for it was so explained to Constantino de Saa, who
destroyed the Trincomalee temple. But at that time the prophecy took
into account the Portuguese. The Dutch and the English have come within
the scope of the prophacy. In later times after these nations played their
part in the History of Trincomalee ( Arya ) Kingdom in North Ceylon,,
Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society Ceylon Branch Vol. vii New Series
1961, p. 177 footnots, **

The problem which the scholars faced in interpreting this inscription
is this. The record is no doubt in tbe character of the 16th century.
¢ I am also convinced that it belongs to the 16th century when I saw
the xerox copy). But the two fish emblem which belongs to the Pandy's
gave trouble to the scholars. In the 16th century, Pandyas weze very weak
and ruled a small area around Tenkasi, Tirunelveli District in Tamil Nadu.
They were under the protection of Vijayanagar rulers.2 They could not have
defeated the Portuguese or Dutch. Scholars could not explain  the
mention of the Telugus in the context of the then research and it was
completely omitted, as if unnoticed,

Let us see the inscription and the poem Konesar Kalvettu from the
side of the Tamil Nadu History. The two fish emblem, 16th century
writing and the rule of the Telugus clearly suggest that some Telugu King
or Nayak who adopted the Pandyan fish emblem invaded Ceyion, drove
out the European invaders and ecagraved this record. Who was that Telugu
king? The discovery of a coin at Kuttalam In Tirunelveli District answers
this question. On the obverse of the coin the two fish emblem and above
it the legend Pandyan are found. On the reverse the legend Visvanathan
is written3.

The legends are in the character of the 16th century Tamil. The coin was
issued by Visvanatha, the Telugu Nayak who ruled from 1510 to 1564.
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His capital was Madura, which was once the traditional capital of the
glorious Pandyas who ruled there from before the beginning of the Christian
era. Therefore it is obvious that Visvanatha styled himself as a Tamil
Pandyan King. Against this background, if we once again look at the
Fort lrederic Tamil Inscription and the Ceylon Tamil poem Konesar
Kalvettu, we can easily surmise that it was Visvanatha Nayaka the Telugu
king who defeated the Portuguese and later the Dutch.

Krishna Devaraya the Vijayanagar emperor ruled from 1504 to 1529.
In 1510 he appointed Visvanatha Nayaka Governor of Madura and the
latter ruled till 1564.

Two inscriptions coming from Maniambalam and Kandisvaram Udai-
yarkoil - Pudukkottai district, Tamil Nadu belong to Krishna Devaraya and
they are dated 1511 and 1519 respectivelyt. In the records, the emperor
claims to have conquered Elam and Yalpana. Achyuta Devaraya his
younger brother also participated in the campaigns. A record coming from
Tirupattur, Ramnad District, belongs to Achyuta Devaraya and it is dated
1535. Its states that Acbyuta made grants to the temple for the welfare
of Visvanatha Nayakad. This clearly shows that the emperor had great
regard and affection towards Visvanatha and he was much concerned
about the welfare of the Governor. Another record of Achuta (1529 — 42)
coming from Devikapuram states that Achyuta conquered Elam (CeylonJ)7.
We bave already seen that Visvanatha, the Telugu Nayak styled him.elf
as a Tamil Pandya and adopted the two fish emblem. Krishnappa Nayaka
was the son of Visvanatha. The Poem Singala Dvipa Catha states that
Krishnappa also invaded Ceylon8. About this campaign Satyanatha Aiyar says,

«« The Singhala Dvipa Catha gives a long account of Krishnappa Nayaka's
conguest of Ceylon. It has such a convincing appearance of truth about is
that it is highly probable that on expedition was undertaken. A brief summary
of tha chronicle may be given here. Krishnappa Nayaka was spoken of
slightingly by the king of Kandy, a friend of Tumbichchi Nayaka, because
of the latter's execution. Outraged at this he called for the services of
fifty —two of his Polegars with their troops, and embarked for Ceylon at
Navapashana and landed at Mannar. A conciliatory message requiring homage
and tribute was rejected by the king of Kandy who sent 40.000 men under
four mantris (ministers) and eight desanathalu  ( governors), to arrest the
progress of the invaders. A songuinay engagement took place at Puttalam,
in which the Kandyan army was defeated by Chinna Kesava Nayaka (the
general who finally put down the rebellion of Tumbichchi Nayaka) with
20.000 troops and a few chiefs. Two ministers, five chieftains, and others
were taken prisoners, and treated with much humanity and consideration by
Krishnappa Nayaka. The captives urged their king invyain to yield. Thc latter
collected 60,000 troops and 10,000 Kaffirs ( probably Portuguese ), and
marched at their head to the battle =field. A bleody struggle ensued in
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which 8,000 Kaffirs and about as many Sinhalese lost their lives. Inspite
of the best efforts of Krishnappa Nayaka and his general, the king of
Kandy was not captured alive. His dead body was taken with due honours to
the capital. The Madura ruler remained there for three days. The deceased
king’s family was sent to Auramgum ( Anuradhapura ), the old capital of
Ceylon, and treated in a fitting manner. After appointing his brother—in-law,
Vijaya Gopala Nayaka, his viceroy in Ceylon, and arranging for the regular
payment of tribute, Krishnappa Nayaka returned to Madura’*

This account represents the Madura Nayak in the best light possible.
It may have been writtern by one of the adherents of the Nayaks. It gives
very elaborate details, and is very precise and sober, though some of its
statemenis cannot be accepred without qualification. The cause of the invasion
seems to have been the whith holding of the usuul tribute. This subordinate
position  of Ceylon with regard to Madura is intelligible in the light of
the claims of the Vijayanagar emperors. K-ishnadeva, Achyuta, and Sadasiva
Rayas, who have conquered Ceylon. According to the chronicle abstracted above;
homage and tribute were demanded even  before actual fighting began; and in
the end arrangements were made for the proper remittance of tribute.”’

There source materials when inserted into the framework of the thea
period give us a clear picture of the events and we may not be far
wrong. if we surmise as follows.

Krishna Devaraya and Achyutha Devaraya could have conducted two
independent compaigns against Ceylon. These campaigns were under the
command of Visvanatha Nayaka and he was the real hero who should
bave taken pains in driving out the Portuguese and later the Dutch and
established the rule of the Telugus in Ceylon. Telugu king Raguoatha
Nayaka, the Vijavanagar Governor at Tanjore also claims to have con-
quered Yalpana and the Portuguese in 1620. This confirmed by the
Telugu poem Raghunathabhyudayam. This information also agrees with the
Ceylon Tamil poem Konesar Kalvettu which states that the Tlelugus
would drive out the Portuguese and Dutch, establish their own rule and
worship the God ( Shiva ) of the Golden Temple. The Frederic Fort ins-
cription and the Konmesar Kalvettu Tamil poems are not predictions.
They are real events told in the form of prediction. The Portuguese again
established their rule in Trincomalee, pulled down the great Shiva
Temple and used the materials to build the Fort Frederic im 1624.

Visvanatha’s campaign should have been conducted in the first and
also in the second quarter of the [6th century. At that time, the ins-
cription was engraved an the poem was composed as predictions. The
inscription mentions not only the Portuguese but also the whiies~ cat’s
~eyed one, red - eyed one and smoke -~ eyed ome who were naturally
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toth Portuguese and the Dutch. Hundred years later in 1624 when the
Portuguese read the inseriptions they thought that it was really a pro-
phecy. Bven today some scholars believe in the same way. Actumally it is
not a prediction. It tells the real cvents of the history in the form a
prediction.

I am once again thankful to Mr. A. Theva Rajan who was kind enough
to send to me the necessary source materiols collected in Sri Lanka.
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A review of the Cola Inscriptions
from Periyakulam

—  Prof. S. Pathmanathan -
1. The Temple and its Inscriptions

Excavations at Periyakulam undertaken by the Archaeological
Department on an experimental basis in 1929 and later systematically
in 1953, have brought to light architectural and epigraphical remains of
an impressive character. They testify to the existence of a perumpalli
which flourished at the locality in medieval times.

Commenting on these remains S. Paranavitana. the Archaelogical
Commissioner under whose direction the excavations were undertaken,

observes :

* The base mouldings of this Tamil Vihara, in their details,
differ from those of the Buddhist edifices at Anvradhapura and
Polonnaruwa. They are similar to the mouldings of the Hindu shrines
built by the Co las at Polonnaruwa. In view of the fact that no
remaing of a Buddhist pa] li, of which there were a considerable
number in South India, have yet been brought to light in the
Tamil land, the interest of the ruins unearthed at Periyakulam
is not restricted to Ceylon, 1

* The remains of an image — house of brick, which in its fully
developed stage had a length of 56 ft.. and is 28 ft 7 in. in breadth,
with  characteristic Dravidian mouldings at its base, are among
the most impressive sights at the ancient Velgam - Vehera, now called
Natanar-Kovil near Trincomalee, interesting as the only known
example of a Tamil Buddhist pal li preserved even in rains up to
our day.’?

« At this site as many as sixteen Tamil inscriptions of the eleventh
century, most of them dated in the regnal years of C5la monarchs,
have been discovered. These show that the Buddhist establishment
at Periyakulam was in a flourishing condition in the period
of Cola rule,s
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* Most of these are badly damaged and are fragmentary. The bulk
of the records belong to the period of C3o la rule and are in fact,
dated in the regnal years of the Cola monarchs. Of these records seven
definitely belong to the reign of Rajendra C€CGla I (1012 — 1044 ;.
Two mere appear to belong to the same period. One is dated in the
reign of Rajendra II (1052-1054 ). The dates of the others are
not known but on grounds of palacography these could be ascribed to
the period of Cola rule’.4

Of the sixteen Tamil inscriptions that have been discovered at this
site fourteen have been deciphered and published with translations by
K. Indrapala and A. Vellupillai more than twenty years ago.8 Of these
fourteen inscriptions, seven are inscribed on stone, slabs, thre: on walls.
two on a guardstone, one en a plinth and another one on the
base of a bronze lamp.8

The value of these inseriptions lies mainly in the fact that they
record endowments made to the perumpalli by many individuals.
They mention the objects that were granted, the names of the donors,
their epithets and titles of rank, the name of the institution to which
grants were made and the locality te which it was attched. The fact
that the meykkirtti inscriptional preamble of Rajendra Cola
is prefixed to some of the donative records may be conceded to be of
some significance.

The perumpa I]i was named after the C51a moparch R3jarija
and called Rajarajap-perumpa lli. It was also ecalled Velkam
veram, a name reminiscent of Velgam vehara referred to in an
inscription  atiributed by the epigraphists of the Archaeologi-
cal Department to the time of Bhatika Tissa II ( 143 - 167 ) and
found inscribed on a guardstone at the site?. Velkam veéram was
otherwisc unknown until the late tenth century. It had not attracted
the attention of the authors of the P@li chronicle, the Mahavamsa,
which does not contain any reference to it in relation to the period
prior to the reign of Vijayabahu I in the 1lth century. It
was apparently a modest shrine supported by local residents. Although
its origins could be traced to the 2nd century A. D. the history of this
shrivze during the Jlong period of eight centuries prior to the Cola
conquest remains obscure and the excavations at the site have not
produced anything that could shed light on this matter. There are the
fragments of an inscribed slab containing characters of about 10th
century but tae purport of this inscription is mnot clear and it not
possible to ascertain, whether it had been originally set up at
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the premises of the temple conmcermed or was brought from elsewhere when
building: materials were gathered for the construction of 1he
Rajardajapperumpa 11i,

It would appear that Velkam v®ram was reconstructed during
the early 11th century on an impressive scale by Buddhists of the
locality presumably with the suppors of some agents of the Cola
kings posted around it, and the reconstituted viharam was named
Rajarajapperumpalli in the same manner as the famous
perumpalli at Nakapattinam. It may be recalled here
that the great viharam at the coastal town of N3k apattinam
constructed by the Sailendra kings, Culamanivarman and Sr]
Mara Vijavottungavarman, had two alternate names,
Cul@manivarma vihdram aad Rijarajap ~perumpal li,
It was so named after its founder, the Sailendra king, and the
Cola king in whose dominjon it was situated and who had made
a substantial endowment for its maintenance.

In inscriptions from its remains the perumpal li is consistently
referred to by both names Rajar@jap perump alli and Velkaim)
veram (velka(m) VEramana Rajarija perumpalli)s. It
is described as Velkamappalli in one instanced. It may
therefore be assumed that the locality to which the viharam or
perumpa ]1li was confined had the name Velka mam. It  was
a village attached to the division called Abhayas’raya v ala natuy,
a unit of Mummuticcola mantalam, the name by which
Tlam was referred to in CG&la epigraphy.i® The same territorial
division is referred in some of these inscriptions also by two other
pames, Irajendracinka valamiafu and oparak@cari
valanatull

Among the inscriptions that have been found among the remains
of R3jar ajap-perumpalli there is none that could be considered
as one recording the donations made by a Co 1a king although
portions of the meykkTrtti are found indited on many stone
fragments. Yet, the inclusion of the meykkirtti of the Cola
king in the epigraphic records and the fact that many of them are
dated in the regnal years of the Cola kings provide the indication
that the donors who made endowments and the authorities of the
perumpalli acknowledged the Cola king as the ruler when
the records were set up.

< The endowments and their donors
The names of only’ four donors could be recognized from the
@ascription. They are (1) Ktittappé’raraiyan. ¢2) Tariyanan puvana
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tevan (3) Amutan Cattan and (4) Kantan Yakkan. An Analysis of
the brief descriptions of them provides insights into their ranks and
origins. The first of these individuals is described as Palavan
Putukkut iyan Xtittap—péraraiyan. Palavan and Atittan are apparently
personal names. The expression putukkutiyan suggests that Atittan
was from a locality called Patukkuti and peéraraiyan designa-
ted a title or epithet of rank, So Atittan was a native of
Putukkuti and served as a functionary or agent of the €olas as
suggested by his designation peraraiyan.1? It is difficult to determine
whether he was a local inhabitant or had come from a locality in
South India. As there are still many Jlocalities called Putukkuti in
the northern and eastern part of the island, the probability is that he
was a native of 1lam who had accepted service under the Colas.

Another donor, mentioned in one of the epigraphs, was K3olattu
Tariyanan Puvanatevan.l3 There is no reference to any of his
designations. But from the description it is clear that he was a native
of Kolam. As there is no evidence for the existence of any
locality called KGlam in the island and because there were several
such localities in the Tamil kingdoms of South India, it may be
assumed that Tariyanan puvanatevan was an individual who had
gone to the island from a locality in South India and was living
around Velkamam ( Periyakulam ) during the 11th century.

Amutan Cattan was another donor who made an endowment
to the Rajarajap-perumpalli.4 He is described as the
utaiyan of Kayanku. It is significant that he is called a
panimakan?S As panimakan was the designation of a class
of functionaries serving in the CO la administration it may be presumed
that he was a Cola functionary like Te€van, the donor of an
endowment to the temple of TiruviramTTs'varam at Matott-
am.18 In one of the Co la inscriptions from Tiruviramis’varam
Tevan {is described as a peruntanattup panimakan of
Rajendra Cola tevar.l?

The fourth donor was Branatan Kantan Yakkan. Yakkan
was the personal name of the individual. That he was a warrior is
suggested by his designation Kantanld8  Besides, he was from
Eranatu, a territorial unit in the Ce&ra kingdom. The Kottayam
plates of Vira Radghava suggest that Eranatu was a part of the
kingdom of Venad and was on the Malabar Copst. It may therefore,
be inferred that Yakkan was a warrior of Malaya lam extraction
serving in a Cola army posted in a part of the island.
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The scrutiny of the description of the few domors whose names are

preserved in
perumpal li

the inscriptions seems

to reveal that the
was patronized by some Tamils who held positions of
influence during the eleventh century, Some of them

R ajarajap-

were natives of

the locaity while the others had gone there from some places in South

India.

Among them there were fndividuals who held

Cola armies and administration.

The endowments consisted,

in most cases of lamps.

positions In the

cows, buffaloes

and money and these were made for the specific purpose of burning

¢ perpetual lamps ’
perumpal li
tabulated here :

(tiru nantavilakku) at the
The details pertaining to

shrine of the

the endowments may be

Regnal year

Name of donor

items endowed

1. Not stated

2. Rajendra
12th Year

Cola

Palavan Putukkut i-
yan

Satyas’rayan Aatittap

peraraiyan

nanta vilakku
1, cows 84

Kolattu Tariyanan
puvana tevan

pantavi]akku 1.

4 kacu: The Canka-
ttar were to supply
oil for burning the
lamp.

3. Rajendra Co 1419
15th Year

not known

cows 35
buffaloes 5

4. Rajendra Cola
25th Year

Kavanku - utaiyan
Panimakan Amutan
Cattan.

nantavilakkul.
cows 10
buffaloes

5. On a Thursday
when the star
was pucam;
other details lost.

name lost

taranilai vi]akku 1.
of the length of a
can and 4 inches.

6. Not recorded.

ranatan Kantan
an

nant& vilakkuy 1
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As could be seen from the items listed here, the donations, in

most cases, consisted of lamps and cattle. They were made for the
donors. Making such donations and burning lamps in shrines in this

manner was a well established ocustom during the period under
consideration. The two types of lamps, tiru nantavilakku and
taranilat vilakku are listed among the items of endowments
given to Saiva and Vaisnava shrnes in several hundreds of
incriptions in South India. It is also sigoificant that the grants were
made to the shrine of the Buddha attached to the perumpal }i.
The Buddha is described as Buddha tevar in one of these inscrip-
tions and the tone, tenor and contents of the records suggest that

the conceptions the donors had of the Buddha were somewhat alien
to the doctrines of orthodox Theravada ideology. It may be approp=

riate to recall here that Natanar koyil, the name by which the
site of Velkam Veéram is referred to by the Tamils of the locality
in modern times is reminiscent of the Natha devale in Kandy.
Such a description of the site may perhaps be considered as perpetuat-
ing in vague terms, ideas about the character of the perumpal }i.
The beliefs, rituals and practices associated with the Rajarajap-
perumpal li would appear to have been influenced by Mahayanism
and Hinduism.

The community of monks cankattar do not figure prominently
in these inscriptions. Only a fragmentary inscription seems to record
someé arrangements made for the supply of alms (untikkaka) for
them.20 Some specified quantities of curd, clarified butter and curry
are referred to in this connexion. The units of measures mentioned
in the epigraph (nali and uri) are the same as the ones referred
to in C&la inscriptions both in Tlam and in India. The inscription
recording the endowments of P{vanatevan  statess that  the
catikattar were to supply oil for burning the lamp provided by
him.31 Such a statement implies that the cankattar accepted
responsibility for the eadowment. This impression also  presupposes
that generally all endowments were under their charge. Cows and
buffaloes were given to the perumpalli for the  purpose of
securing a regular supply of ghee used as fucl for lamps. These
animals were normally entrusted to herdsmen +on condition that they
provide a stipulated amount of ghes for daily use. The authorities
of the perumpalli were obviously interacting Wwith sections of, the
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local community in matters concerning endowments and it may be
suggested that the institution was located in the rural landscape
eharacterised by a predominantly agricultural and pastoral economy.

One of the most interesting finds among the remains of N3 tanar
koyil is a bronze lamp exhibited in the Archacological Museum
at Anurzdhapura. That it was donated by a warrior called Yakkan

from Er anatu is clear from the text engraved on its base
which has a diameter of 7} inches. It is a small object of 2
feet 6 inches in height and of the usual variety described in numerous

epigraphic records.

3. Architectural Remains

The site of the Riajarajap perumpalli at Periyakulam
in the Kattukkulam patta division of the Trincomalee district was
covered with jungle since its abandonment centuries ago. The site was
marked by a few mounds of which two were found to be conspi-
cuous in modern times. The two prominent mounds covered the
remains of a monastic establishment and a shrine. These were not
allowed to remain undisturbed. Treasure huaters had dug up at various
points the mound covering the architectural remains of the shrine apd
as a consequence of such vandalism even the foundations have been
crudely disturbed and wvaluable artifacts wantonly  destroyed.  Besides,
some portions of the architectural remains were removed from the
site and used when renovation work at the Periyakulam tank
was in progress.

The impressions that could be formed of the perumpal] 1i have
to be based on the work of excavation conducted by the Archaeological
Department and this has been confined to one of the principal
components of the whole architectural complex, the shrine, The excavated
portion of the RIjaraja- Perumpa']lli consisted of three build-
ings, the principal shrinve and two subsidiary shrines, all of which
were enclosed within a prakara, the surrounding wall. ¢ The main
shrine faces south and  measures 56 ft. along the longitudinal
axis, It is 28ft. 7in. in breadth along the base of the wall at
the rear. At a distance of 28ft. from the rear, the breadth of
the building is reduced to 27ft. by a slight inward recess on either

side. At the front there is a further recession reducing the
breadth to 22ft, for a length of 4ft, '22
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The interior of the building consists of five component parts,
namely the garbha grha, antarala, entresol, a pillared mandapa
an outer entresol and a porch in front with a moonstone set on
the ground. As the building faced south the filight of steps giving
access to the shrine was provided on the east. “The walls of the
rear part of the shrine are 9ft. 6in. in thickness and two stone
pillars had been embedded into the inner face of the brick masonry.*’
**The cella which is 9ft. 7in; long and 9ft. 6in. in thickness and
two stone pillars had been embedded into the inner face of the
brick masonry '* The cella which is 9ft, 7in. long and 9 ft. 5in.
in width was paved with slabs of stone. ¢ Placed against the rear
wall of cella was a moulded stone pedestal ornmamented with a design
of lotus petals and figures of lions. °’28 The garbha stone or yantra
placed under the pedestal was found to have beer broken into fragments.
The design of the pesdestal and its position in the cella suggest that
the building was desiganed to serve the function of an image house.

The inner antardla occupies an area of 6ft. 6in. by 5f{t.
9in. and the area of the pillared hall measures 18 ft. 8 in, by 16 ft,
9in, The foundation of the outer entresol occupies an area of
5ft. 9in. by 3ft. 8in.

The subsidiary shrines are at the south - western and south eastern
corners of the enclosure. The one on the east is on plan a square
measaring externally 16 ft. 4in. each side with a projection 2 ft.
wide and 10ft. long on the west. Internally the shrine is 8ft.
square and placed against the ecastern wall was a lotus pedestal
which at the time of excavation was found to have been relieved of
the image it had supported. The corresponding shrine on the west is
relatively smaller, being a square measuring 13ft. 8in. on each side
externally. TInternally also it is square in design with sides measuring
7 ft. The inner walls of this shrine, which seems to have contained a
lime = stone image were faced with stone,24

*“ The outer gateway of the enclosure on the southern side
measured 13ft, by 15ft. It has a flight of three steps flanked with
balustrades and the passage between two brick walls was paved with
stone. On either side of the gateway are two pillared mandapas
projecting in as well as out of the prakara, but more inwards.
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Two other structures each 10 ft. 9in. by 11 ft. 6 in. externally, projected
out from the southern prakara on either side of the main entrance.
QOutside the enclosure to the right as one faces the gateway was a
monolithic trough 6ft. 9in. by 5ft. and 1ft. 4in. deep, placed on
a pavement.25

The prakara which encloses the shrine, is of unusual design:
the southern side being broader than that on the north. The walls
are at a distance of 13ft. from the base of the shrine on the
east, north and south. ' Approximately in a line with the outer
boundary of the mandapa, the castern as well as western sides of
the prakara turn at right angles and after being continued for
16 ft. turn at right angles and are continued for 32 ft. wuntil they
meet the prakara on the southern side. A remarkable feature of
the shrine is that the entire area within the enclosure is paved
with neatly cut stones.

The architectural proto - types of the Rajarajap-perumpal li
have not yet been identified. In its design and mode of construction
it is a blend of the Hindu and Buddhist traditions. The mouldings
have been recognized to be of the Dravidian variety of buildings but
the moonstone found at the porch and the stone balustrades at the
entrance are adaptations from the models of Buddhist temples found
in the island. There are no vestiges of superstructures. The design of
the ground plan suggests the adaptation of the form of a Hindu
temple for the requirements of Buddhist ritual and worship. The
contemporary South Indian Buddhist temples were perhaps of the same
model in considerable measure.
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Ed. A. Velupillai, Peradeniya, 1971, Pp. 12-19. Ceylon Tamil

Inscriptions pt. 2 ¢ 102 pages ), Ed. A. Velupillaij, Peradeniya,
1973, pp. 1-6.

ET. p. 38.
ASCAR for 1953, p. 14.

The expressions Velkam véramana RIjarEja-—perumpa] li,
““R Ejaréjap-perumpal_ li otherwise calied Velka{m) veram */
are recorded in five inscriptions, ET. pp. 41, 44, 45, 47, 49,

K. Indrapala could not recognize the last two letters of the
name. That the reading Velk 3 mappalli as found in the
version of the text given by A. Velupillai is correct, is evident

from the photograph of the estampage illustrated in his edijtion.
ET. p. 45, CTI pt. I, p. 19.

'ﬂam is one of the Tamil names of the island of Lanka.
The earliest reference in literature is to be found in the
Pattinappalai a text ascribed to the 2nd century A, D,
An explanation of the derivation of this name is found in the
Taksina kailacapuranam, a talapuranam on
Kones'varam written by king Cekar acacekaran in the
14th century,

Abhayias’'raya valan atuand Iraccntira cinka valanitu
were the names of two divisions of C§ lamantalam, Here
they are applied as the alternate names of the divisions of

1lam, ET. pp. 44, 45. CTI. pt. I, pp. 18.

The engraving of some letters between the words Pntukkuyiyﬁn
and Ktittap-p'éraraiyan suggest that the donor had another
name. A. Velupillai had read the Ietters concerned as Stavayya
ramyana. The reading is not satisfactory as  these expressions
cannot be considered as [exical items  conveying meanings.
Indrapala’s contention that they represent symbols is untenable
as the insertion of symbols betwsen the name "and epithet of an
individual would be meaningless. So it is suggested here that these



A review of the Cola ........ T

13.

14.

15.

16.

17,

letters be read as Satyas’rayan. The reading Putukkutiyan
does not seem to be correct as there are traces of three letters
between putukkuti end yan. Both Indrapala and Velupillai
seem to have overlooked them. It is suggested here that the
reading putukkuti uwtaiyam is preferable. Such a reading

presupposes that Atittan had two epithets: U taiyan and Peraraiyan.

BT. p. 42: CTI. pt. I, pp. 14-15, Between the two editors
only Indrapala has correctly identified the name.

The form of the name as deciphered by A. Velupillai in Kayavaku
ko ti. Indrapala has identified it as Kaya(n)kucara(n). The
correct reading, however appears to be Kayankutaiyan,
It would therefore appear that the domer was the wutaiyan
of a locality called Kayanku, a name reminiscent of Uttarsnku
refered to in a Cola Pandya inscription. CIT. pt. I, p. 19:
ET. p. 45: SII. Vol. XIV Ed. A. S. Ramanatha Ayyar (167 pages).
Madras, 1962, p. 76. In fact Kayanku was a locality in
Miypampa ru; a sub-division of Milalaikirram in the
southern part of the Pandya kingdom. An inscription dated
in the reign of Sr1 Vallabba ( I12th century) from Tiruvalis’-
varam, Ambasamudram taluk, Tirunelveli district, refers to
Cattan Atittan otherwise called Alakiya pantiya m@Tventa-
veélan, who was the utaiyan of Ka.yanku ibid. p. 146.

Functionaries called panimakkal are often referred to in CGla
inscriptions. Sometimes they are mentioned as belonging to the
class of perantapam or cirutanam, designations which  have
not yet been elucidated properly. The explanation provided by
V. Venkayya that cirutamam denotes ¢ minor treasure’’ does
not appear to be a satisfactory one, K. A. Nilakanata Sastri.
The Co las. Vol. I, pt. I. 552 pages). University of Madras.
1937, p. 239; South Indisn Ipscriptions. Vol. 11 ( pages 395 — 499 ).
Bd. and trans. Rai Bahadur V. Venkayya. Madras, 1913. p. 405.

South Indian Imscriptions (StI), Vol. IV (498 pages) Ed. Krishna
Sastri. Madras. No. 14!'4, p: 496.

He is described as Utaiyar Sri Rajendra Co]latéver
peruntaznattup panimakan cirukulattur Utaiyan, ¢ the
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18.

19.

Utaiyan of Cirukulattur a panimakan of the peruntanam
of Rajendra Cola tévar®  peruntanam  was obviously a
group of persons in the service of the king and some of those
attached to this group seem to have been of the elite class as in
the case of T€van, the Utaiyan of Cirtukulattdr. So
Amutan Cattan, the Utaiyan of Kayanku, who is called
a panimakan may be considered as one attached to a group of
persons serving the Colas in some capacity. In this instance
the word panimakan need not be understood in a too literal
sense as conveying the mecaning servant. SII. Vol. 1V, p. 496.

Although 1Indrapala recognizes that Yakkan was a warrior he is

unable to explain the expression Eranatan. He sayse It is
not possible to identify this place but it may be compared with
the place —-name Bra vir. Velupillai, however, has read the letters
concerned as Elunatan. His translation of the text rums, A
sacred perpetual lamp endowed by Kantan Yakkan of the
Co la country, But his decipherment of the word and the

translation of the text appear to be incorrect.

The expressions Exanatum Val Juvanatum Ariyak Kotuttom
are found in the Kottayam platess of Vira Raghava.
Eranatu and Valluvanatu are old names of the two
talukas Ernad and Valluvanad of the Malabar district of Kerala
ET. p. 50: ClL, pt. I, p. 17; V. Venkayya. ¢ Kottayam plates
of Vira Raghava’’ (pp. 290 — 297 ). Epigraphia Indica Vol. IV
1896 - 97 (398 pages Ed. E. Hultzsch. Calcutta, pp. 292 - 295.

K. Indrapala recognizes the reference to a certain (Pa)ttaravita
Raman in one of the inscriptions. The relevant portion of
the text as deciphered by him runs: (Ma)na (vat) tulakamattu
(Pajttaravita Raman Velkam Veramana Rajaraja-perumpal li..
On a close scrutiny of the inscription we find that there is no
basis for discovering the name of a person. The proper reading
of the text would run: Manavattula kamattu patta -vikara-
mana Velkam veéramana Rajaraja- perumpalii, The Putta-
vikaram Rajaraja-perumpal li otherwise called Velkam - vEram
of Manavattuvl akamam.
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20. CTI. pt. II. p. 6.

21. The relevant portion of the text reads: ippall/fccjankattar
vi lakennaiyum/m] [Vaijppatakavam. ET. p. 42.

22. ASCAR for 1953. p. G 10.
23, ibid. p. G. 11
24. ibid.

25. ibid.
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The Impact Of Climate And Water
Resources On The Environment

—_ S. Balachandiran —_

Climate and water resources are very basic components of the physical
environment. Exploitation of these needs conservation, so the environ-
ment effects man and man effects environment. This study has led to
various theories such as Environmentalism, Determinism and Possibilism in
the geographical schools in Germany and France. As we all know the
environment can be classified as Natural environment and Cultural environ-
ment or otherwise it can be termed physical envirorment or man made
environment. Generally physical environment provides agricultural  land.
climate, water, minerals etc. The relationship that exists between the
occupants of the earth and their physical world determines their use.
Tt decides the degrees of environmental effects. Individuals and groups
directly affect the physical environment through their utilization et
resources. We can find many constraints in  the environment, These
contraints are relative to capabilities to manage our wants and demands
within the scope of available technologies. ¢ Physical eonstraints of finite
quantities of fertile land, petroleum coal! or water do not mean absolute
limits, rather they are relative to human wisdom ‘and ingenuity. Whether
one billion people enjoy wealth Wwhile four billion people suffer poverty
or all five billion people experience a relatively high standard of living,
depends on the technology and management ot agricultural, industrial
and other resources necessary for the livelicood of the human population®’
¢ Jackson and Hudman 1982).

During the past, under - development was blamed on the physical
environment and particularly on the climate of the less developed regions
of the world that in some way prevented their inhabitants from progressing
economically. More recent obssrvers have concluded that th= cause of
under development is the cultural values of the residents of the regions.
The culture determines the level of devclopment and societies can be
classified in terms of their social, political and technological organizations.

But the relationship between the human population and the environ-
ments is more complex that either of these simplistic views allows.
Physical and cultural variable decide how people arrive at  ceriain
decisions. The relationship between environment and people is based on
the perceptions of the residents of a place. The way in which rpeople
perceive the environment is in turn affected thefr technology, their goals,
their cultural background and external forces that affect the group.
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MODEL OF PERCEPTION OF ENVIRONMENT
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¢ Jackson and Hudman 1982)

The above diagram explains the relationship between the environment
and man. However the avatlability of water is the basic component in
the physical emvironment for the existence of human life and reacts on
the environment. Water can be received directly from rainfall or surface
water resources or underground water resources., In Sri Lanka climate
and water resources have mostly a favourable impact. But in the Northern
Sri Lanka, specially in the Jaffna peninsula even the climate is not
favourable but the uaderground resources are attractive.

1.0 Climate in the Environment

Sri Lanka’s tropical location provides a better climate. Due to
the influence of the sea the Island is free from the temperature extreames
expended by contnental interiors and extreme climate,
The climate of the Island is influenced by two wind regimes.
The South - West monsoon is from May to September and North - East
monsoon js from December to February. These monsoons control mnot

14
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only the rainfall of the Island but also control the rainfall of Som.h
Asia during the respective periods. The impact of the monsoons is
decided by the orographic environment of the Island. The Central
massif creates this effect. In between these two seasons there are two
inter monsoonal seasons, March to April and October to November,
in which mainly convectional rainfall occurs. During October to Novem-
ber, sometimes in Deecember the Island is also influenced by depression
and cyclones which form particularly in the Southwest Bay of Bengal
and rarely in the Southeast Arabian Sea. Mean annual temperature
in the lowlands are around 27°C with mean daily range of about 6°C
Frost can occur in Nuwara - Eliya when the mean annuval temperature
is 15°C. In most part of the country daily temperature ranges are
more significant than the scasonal changes.

1.1 South West Monsoon « May to September )

The Southwest region of the Isiand receives more rainfall wupto
4000mm in this period. The Higher rainfalls are over the western
slopes of the central hills. The rest of the Island receives less than
500mm of rain and particularly our part, North and Northwest region
receive less than 250mm of rain. The Southwest monsoonal rainfall
creates a rainfall region in the southwest and shadow rainfall region
in the North, northwest, Northeast and East of the couatry due to
the central mountain and this creates two major regions such as
Wetzone aund Dryzone which are the main agro - climatological regions.
If Northern Sri Lanka had been blessed with a moantain range in the
northern coast this area also would have more rainfall due to the
orographic effect in this secason. Generally winds prevail westerly over
Island. But at the sea level the winds are from the southwest. The
pressure gradient is fairely steep and southwesterly.

1.2 North East Monsoon (December to February)

During this period the easterly winds prevail across the Island
with the winds tending to be nportheasterly at the sea level. The
rainfall during this period is fairly widespread bat the eastern half
of the Island receives more. The area that receives less than 250mm
of rain during the Northeast Monsoon is very much less than the
arei receiving the similar amount during the Southwest monsoon. The
pressure gradient across the Island is moderate and northerly.

1.3 First Inter Monsoonal Period (March to April)

The rainfall is mainly convectional and ranges from 5% to 30% of
the annual rainfall. The higher contribution to the total annual rainfall
are from inland areas, The lower contributions are from the north
where Kankesanthurai receives 6% of the anmual. The pressure distrie
bution is fairly even or pressure gradient is mild and southwesterly.
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1.4 Second Inter Monsoonal Period {QOct. to November:

During the period. the rainfall is widespread due to the low -
pressure systems, depressions and cyclones in the southwest of Bay of
Beagal and sometimes In the South Arabian sea. The disturbances gener—
ally from Intertropical coavergence zone which lies across the latitudee
of Sri Lanka during October and November- The rainfall varies from
17% to 31% of the annual total. The Northern region receives more
in this seasom. But the Eastern region riceives more during the North
east Monsoon season percicularly in Decembey. The pressure gradient is
mild and south westerly or pressure distribution is fairly even.

1.5 Inter Tropical Couvergence Zoue

This zone of convergence takes place between the trades called
the Inter tropical convergence zone (ITCZ) and, has influence in our
weather during the intermonsoonal periods. During the Southern Hem:-
sphere summer the ITCZ lies between latitudes 5°S and 10°S  but
during the Notthern Hemisphere summer it mpoves northwards and lies
over 25°N and 29°N over North India. The ITCZ is often an area
of large scale convection activity and  heavy rain. When it travels
southwards and nerthwards we have wore rain in iutermonsoonal periods
sometimes it may be fluctuate.

1.6 Cyclonic Storms and Depressions

Mainly in October, November and December cyclonic storms and
depressions form over the southern half of the Bay of Bengal.
Rarley they develop in May & June also. The chance of a cyclonic
storm coming directly over srj Lanka is the greatest in November
and December. The average number of depressions per decade is 16
in October, 12 in November and 6 in December. The average number
of storms per decade is 8 in October, 8 in November and 4 1in
December. The cyclonic activity creates floods in some years, droughts
in some years and hazards in a few years.

1.7 Dry Zone | Wet Zone

The climate created the mnorthern region as a three month rainfall
region. Towards East and South and Southwest the rainfall months
increase. In the wet zonc there are two dlstinct rainfall season that
prevail. According to sessionality of climate and the water balance
there are two climatelogical zones in the Island, The following were

used to demarcate the zones by various academics.
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1. The 1500 mm Isohyet of annual rainfall.

2, The 1905 mm Isohpet of annual rainfalil,
3. The 250)mm Isohyet of the annual rainfall.

4. The 508mm Isehyet of the annual rainfall of the southwest mon-
soon season.

5. The watershed lines.
6. Wet zone where no water deficit prevails annually or seasonally.

The wet zone of the southwest and central hill country averages
2500mm of rainfall mostly through the year, while the remaining two
thirds of the country in the north, east and south east stay come-
paratively dry. averaging 1500mm mostly is Maha season (Oct. - jan.)
It remains dry during the five months of the Yala season (May- Sept.)

1.8 FEvapotranspiration

Data on evapotranspiration are limited. But the estimates in the
wet zone indicate annual evapotranspiration of appreximately 1500mm
with an upper limit of 1200mm. In the highest montane areas it
declines to 1000mm. In the Dry Zone and in the Wet Zone these
values are the same during the Maha season. But in the Yala season
lower rates are prevail in the Dry Zone. The annual value is
1000 - 1400mm for Dry Zone., Evaporation values from Dry Zone tanks
can reach 2(00mm, year.

1.9 Variability of Rainfall

Annual variability of rainfall in the wet zone is about 109
and in the Dry Zone 15% and 20% in the east coast. Maha season
rainfall is more variable than Yala season. Discharge is nearly absent
in the dry years of 1934, 1946, 195i, 1955 and 1958,

1,10 Extreme Climates

Floods, Droughts and cyclonic bazards have disruptive effect on
the normal climate. During the last hundred years two drought years
1950 and 1974, and three flood years 1891, 1957 and 1963 affected 50%
of the country. Cyclonic years 1947, 1958, 1978, and 1993 also dis-
rupted the economic and social life in the country.
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2.0 Water Resources in the Fnvironment

Water resources are commonly classified as surface water resources
and groundwater resources.

2.1 Surface Water Resources

Water received from rainfall circulates in a contincous process of
evaporation, transpiration and condensation and back into rainfall
through the many environmental factors such as geology, topography,
soil, vegetation and temparature. The crystalline rocks, common in Sri
Lanka have low prosities about 02% to 0.8% so the rocks promote
heavy runoff €5% for the wet zone and 37.5% for the dry zonme.
For the entire Island the balance of the surface water runoff is
estimated at 53% available for evapoation, percolation and recharge of
the water table.

There are 103 watersheds in Sri Lanka, these can be identified
in the surface water resource map in which they are numbered anti-
clockwise from Kalani ganga ( Table1). The Mahaweli basin dominates
covering about 16% (10327sqk. m.) of the Island’s total land area
and carries the largest volume of discharge amounting to a seventh
of the Island’s run-off. It is the only perennial river traversing
the Northern Dryzone. High density of streams are in the hurid
interior, the caase for the high runoff. The streams in the Dry
zone are seasonal and their seasonal runoff is less than that in the
Wet Zone. So the importance of the surface water has been better
understood by our Thydraulic culture, Water resources in the
physical environment provided maximum use for the development of
economics and social life of the people throughout our history.

Based on surface water resources, irrigation schemes and river
valley development schemes have been started. At present there are
521 major irrigation schemes of which 307 are storage schemes, 104
are diversion schemes, while 110 are drainages, flood control or salt
water exclusion schemes. In addition there are 12 lift irrigation schemes
in operation. All these schemes have an extent of about 340,000
hactares. Further. there are mnearly 25,000 minor schemes which cover
an extent of about 162,000 hectares ( Minor schemes <40 hectares>
Major schemes ). Largest irrigation schemes such as Mahaweli Multi
purpose Programme ‘is in operation. The programme will provide irri-
gation facilities for 265,000 hectares of new land and 100,000 hectares
of existing land at the end. All are based onm river basins.
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2.2 Ground Water Resources

The geological Formation, that largely determines Sri Lanka’s aquifer
characteristics can bs grouped into four categories.

1. Ancient crystalline hard rock spread over 90% of the land. These
precambrian rocks have poor primary  porosities and their ground
water is ofien found in their joiats, fissures and cracks.

2. Sedimentary formation that characterize most remaining areas which
include Miocene limestone areas of the North and North West.

3. Surface Alluvium, consistiog of clays, sands and gravels in the
riverrine and coastal areas; and

4, Weathered over - burdern in hard - rock areas which includes pro-

ducts of weathsring such as soil and gravelly material that form
localized aquifers.

Rates of ground water recharge from rainfall vary one geological
formation from ancther. Underground water resources im the North
and Northwest regions are different from the others.

2.3 Underground Water Resources in the North and Northwest
Regions

The Northwestern region of limestone origin has underground water
as nature’s gift. This area is the driest in terms of climate and
has raiofsll in threz months and has good environment by means
of water. Early scttlers had discovered the resources of underground
water and mads settlements where good underground water has been
found simce 500 B. C. This can be classified according to the acquifer
found in the limestone rocks as follows:

1. Local or discontinuous productive acquifer in integranular rock.
2. Extensive and highly productive acquifer.

3. local or discontinuous productive acquifer in fissuered rock.

4. Local or discontinuous moderate to low acquifer in fragmanted reck
5. Lagoon or lake with saline or brakish water.

2.3.1 Local or Discontinuous Acquifer

This type of acquifer is found in the eastern coasts of Jaffna
Peninsula, the Island of Mannar., Kalpitty and ian the interior areas
next to the extensive productive and discontinuous acquifer resources.
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2.3.2 Extensive and Highly Productive Acquifer Regions

The extensive and highly productive sacquifers in the sedimentary
limestone extends from Pattalam to Jaffna Peninsula and inwards to
Kilinochchi and Mullaitivu. Tube wells constructed in the mainland
area are used mainly for irrigation. The depth of wells ranges from
39m to 100m and the depth of the water table varies from 5m
to 15m. The ground water in this region has a moderate to high
concentration of chloride.

The total extent of this acquifer covers about 10% of the Island‘s
land area and this can be classified as the following rich basias.

a} Madurankuli ground water Basin.

b) Vanathavillu ground water Basin
¢) Koandaichi ground water Rasin
d) Mannar - Murunkan ground water Basin
e) Mulankavil ground water Basin

f) Kilinochchi - Mullaitivu Basin
g) Jaffna peninsula ground water Basin

The Madurankuli ground water basin is in the far south in the
underground water belt. 1n the Vanathavillu basin, whioch spreads over
40 sq. km. the confined acquifer creates artesian conditicns.  Between
5 — 20 million cubic waters could be available annually at Vanathbavillu,

At Murunkan deep - tube well teohnology has developed over the last
fifteen years to supply water for irrigation and domestic use. A relitively
high yielaing semi - confined acquifer system has been found there from
15 — 20 meters below ground.

The next major system has been found at Mulankavil Basin, covering
180 sq. kms. Average yields from thesre range from 15 - 35 litres per
second.

In the Jaffna basin, ground water use has exceded safe limits in most
arcas where sustainable irrigation depends on maintaining a delicate
balance between recharge and extraction. The wuse of ground water in
$ri Lanka is normaliy confined to domestic purposes, the notable exception
being the Jaffna peninsula when it is used extensively for irrigated agriculture
from a network of wells. Covering 850 sq. km, the peninsula  exhihits
lenses of grouna water in most places except in the lagoons. Valigamzm,
Tenmaradchi and ,Vadamaradchi are important extensive acd highly
productive areas.
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2.3.3 Other Acgifers in the North West

Local discontinuous productive in fissured rock acquifer is found in
the Islands west of the Jaffna peninsula and in between areas of so
called rich ground water basins. Discontinuous moderate low acquifer in
fractured rock is found in the high level areas in the main land. Saline
or brackish water is found in the areas close to the sea and lagoons.

3.0 Rainfall and water resources in the
Jaffaa Environments

Climatologically the Jaffna peninsula belongs to the three effective
month period of rainfall. The following figures explain the fact clearly.

Jaffna
Average Monthly & Seasonal Rainfall in mm (%) 1931 — 1960

Jaffona
Average Monthly & Seasonal Rainfall in mm (%) 1931 - 1963

Dec. 265.7
Jan. 96.5 4C0.0 30.1%
Feb. 36.8 ) North east Monsoonal
Mar. 29,9 100.0 7.5%
April 70.1 Inter mounsoonal ( convectional )
ITCZ = 100%
May 62.7
June 16.2
July 16.5 ? 174.2 13.1%
August 31.4 South west Monsoonal
September 47.4
654.7 49.3%
October 243.5
- Int o nal i
November aL.2 nter monsoonal { Depression & storms )
Convectional
ITCZ

Total : 1328.9mm.
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During the cyclonlc period the area receives 499 and during the
North -east monsoon period it receives 30% of the -average apnual
rainfall. The figures which studied show that the monthly rainfall for
October, November and December had fluctuated during the fifty years
of the period (1921 - 1970). During ‘the October months of 1930,
1932, 1942, 1946, 1962 & 1965 it received more than the average.
But in some vyears 1931, 1937, 1961, & 1968 very much less amounts
.of rainfall were received. Likewise this was noticed in the month of
November & December, For example in November 1932 more than
762mm received. It was double of the average rainfall. During the
Month of November 1925, 1927, 1931, 1934, 1941, 1944, 1946, 1957, 1970
it received more than the average, But in somo years 1922, 1941
1947 a very less amount was received. During the month of December
1931, & 1957 nearly 762mm received. In these months also a few
'years received more than the average. The monih of January receives
less rainfall compared to the other wet months however these months
also depict same pattern.

JAFFNA
Potential evapetranspiration (Estimates) and ‘water balance (in mm)
PET Water Balance

Januvary 105 - 10
February 113 - 39
Maich 149 - 69

April 150 - 123
May 167 - 155
Jupe 129 - 152

July 127 - 152
August 118 - 124
September 129 - 93
QOctober 108 0
November 87 147
December 78 129

The estimates for potential evapotranspiration show only _slight
deviations in the dry months. Water balance figures show that a
water balance exists in October only and water surplus exist in
Nov. & Dec. In the other months, particularly from April to Sept
there are water defieits. These are the outcome of rainfall. The water
needs for agricultural and domestic purposes in the deficit months
are met by the underground water.

15
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3.1 Underground Water, Usage & Distribution of Salinity

The studies made in 1960's and in 1980’s reveal the underground
water situations in the Jaffna peninsula. Due to the intensive wuse of
underground water for various purposes and due to the run-off the
level of the underground water has been fluctuated.

Underground Water Resources in the Jaffaa Peninsula.

1965 | 66 1266 | 67 1955, 66 & 67
Ares free from salinity 128,100 142,780 145,000
Arcas moderately free from 64,200 64,000 60,350
salinity
Areas liable to salinity only 46.430 43,800 47,800
in the dry season
Saline areas 17290 11000 12,450, in acres

The area consistanly free frem salinity have have increased by 13
areas moderately free from salinity have decreased by 6%.
The area liable to salinity only in the dry season have fluctuations
in the coverage. The extent of saline areas has decreased. These de-
pend on the storage, draw —off and discharge of the areas. Curing
1960's and 1970’s the extraction of water was increased by the
introductisn of electrical pumps and the crops. But in the latter
part of 1980’s it decreased due to the political situation. When there
was high rainfall, the storage of water has increased and when there
was low rainfall the storage has reduced. The public is not aware
of this and continued to draw off water as wusual even in the
drought years. Tae comsumption in 1960°‘s and 1970's for domestic and
agricultural uses was estimated at 40,000 acre feet per annum.
The recharge for a normal year (i966) is 90,000 acre feet, and discharge
(runoff) to the sea is 50,000 acres feet. For a drought year these are
not possible. In 1965 which was a drought year, 50,000 acres fcet
recharge was expected and -the runoff would have been under 10,000
acre feet. But the rate of consumption of water has not changed.
In a flood year (1967), about 177,000 acres feet recharged and a
137,000 acres feet discharged to the sea directly and indirectly. A portion
of recharged also would have gone to the sea due to the ground storage.
The underground water free from salinity is situated in the centre of
the peninsula where 62,600 acres feet are available but the drawoff
was only 10,000 acres feet per annum. In the eastern part of the
peninsula only 600 acres feet was drawoff out of 70,002 acres feet. But
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in the Islands where 12,000 acres feet available, the drawoff was 3300
acre feet per annum. So extraction of underground water could be
fncreased in the centre and the east of the Jaffna peninsula.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The earth summit held in Rio de Janeiro is over and the North-
South Dialogue regarding the declarations made on the summit have
not received global attention. Industrialized pations due to their rapid
industrialization in the past have already spoiled the environment and
tend to tell third world countries that there will be a collapse of
the environment system because of global warming, changes in the
green house effect, increases of gases such as CO0O2 chloro fluoro
carbon in the atmospbere, the acidic rain and hole in the Ozone layer.
But third world countries have not accepted these even if these are
true, They are keen to develop their countries. As a small nation
we have done nothing to spoil the earth - atnosphere system. But we
have to learn to adapt economic or social activities in relation to the
environment system such as climate and water resources. In the greater
part of the dry zome, the conservaion of the surface water resources
has been developed. The conservation of natural vegetation, soil cover
and climate have not been considered there, Pollution in the water and
atmosphere have not been prevented there.

In our part of the country the life has to be adjusted for
environment at least in natural vegetation, soil cover, parent rock
weather & climate and wunder ground water resourcees. The climate has
limited our agricultural activities for one season., However the cultivation
of subsidiary crops, casth crops and vegetables have continued through
out the year wherever the underground water is available. Therefore
we have to conceatrate on the recharge of water and the control of
run off during the ramy season. We should also conceantrate in the
extraction and storage of water in the other seasons. We should not
disturb our exsisting system of environment by creating salinity, air
pollution, water pollution, vegetational poliution etc,

RIVER BASINS (¢ WATER SHEDS )

Basin Name of Catchment Basin Name of Catchment
No. Basin Area Sq. km No. Basin Area Sq, km.
1. Kelani Ganga 2278 2. Bolgoda Lake 374

3. Kaluganga 2688 4. Bentota Ganga 6622

5. Madu Ganga 59 6. Madampe Lake S0

7. Telwatte Ganga 51 8. Ratgama Lake 10

9. Gin Ganga 922 10. Koggala Lake 64
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Basin  Name of Catchment Basin Name of Catchment
No. Basin Area Sq. km. No. Basin Area Sq. km.,
Il. Polwatta Ganga 233 12. Nilwala Ganga 960
13. Sinimodara Oya 38 14. Kirama Qya 223
IS. Rekawa Oya 755 I6. Uruhokke Oya 348
I7. Kachigala Arw 220 18. Walawe Ganga 2442
19. Karagan Oya 58 20. Malala Opya 399
21. Ewmbilikala Oya 59 22, Kirindi Oya H65
23. Bambawa Arw 79 24. Mahasilawa Oya 13
25. Butawa Oya 38 26. Menik Ganga 1272
27. Katupila Aru 86 28. Kvuranda Aru 131
29. Namadagas Aru 46 30. Karambe Aru 45
31, Kumbukkan Oya 1218 32. Bagura Oya 92
33. Girikula Oya 15 34. Helawa Aru 51
35. Wila Aru 434 36. Heda Oya 604
37. Karanda Oya 422 3%. Simena Aru 51
39. Tandiadi Are 22 40. XKangikudichi Aru 56
41 Rufus kulam 35 42, Pannel Oya 184
43. Ambalam Oya I1s 44. Gal Oya 1792
45. Andella Oya 522 46. Thumpankeni Tank 9
47. Namakada Aru 12 48. Mandipattu 100
49. Pattanthe Dephue Aru 100 50. Magalawataven Aru 346
3I. Vett Arm 26 52. Mundeni Aru 1280
53. Miyangolla Ela 225 54. Maduru Oya 1541
S5. Pulliyanpotha Aru 52 56. Kirimechi Odai 7
57. Bodigeda Aru 164 58. Mandan Aru 13
59. Makarachchi Aru 37 60. Mahaweli Ganga 10327
61. Kantalai Basin per Aru 445 62. Paona Oya 69
63. Palampotta Arn 143 64. Parckvlam Aru 382
65. Kanchikamban Aru 205 66. Palakutti Aru 20
67. Yan Oya 1520 68. Mee Oya 90
69. Ma Oya 1024 70. Churian Aru 74
71. Chavar Aru 31 72. Palladi Aru 61
73. Nay Aru 187 74. Kodalikallu Aru 74
75. Per Aru 374 76. Pali ,Aru 84
77. Muruthapillu Aru 41 78. Thoravil Aru 90

79. Piramenthal Aru 82 80. Nethali Aru 120
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Basin  Name of Catchment Basin Name of Catchment
No. Basin Area Sq. km. No. Basin Area Sq. km.
81. Kanakarayan Aru 986 82. Kalawalappu Aru 56
83, Akkarayan Ara 192 84. Mendekal Aru 297
85. Pallarayan Aru 159 86. Pali Aru 451
87. Chappi Aru 66 88. Parangi Aru 832
89. Nay Aru 560 90. Malvatu Oya 3246
91. Kal Aru 210 92. Moderagam Aru 932
93. Kala Oya 2772 94. Moongil Aru 44
95. Mi Oya 1516 96. Madurankuli Aru 62
97. Kalagamuwa Oya 151 98. Pantampola Oya 215
99. Deduru Oya 2516 100. Karambala Oya 589
101. Ratmal Oya 215 102, Maha Oya 1510
103. Attanagalu Oya 727
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On Interpreting The First
Verse of Dhammapada

— Mahinda Palihawadana —

Ina previous contribution on the first verse of the Pali Dhammapadat,
I referred to the considerably different ayproaches taken by Buddhaghosa,
the ceicbrated Theravada commentator, and the Pali commentary o
the text, the Dhammapadatthakatha to the elucidation of the
phrase mano - pubbangama dhamm3a, If the words are taken straight,
we can say that the meaning of the phrase is <‘ mental states { like
anger etc. ) are preceded by ihe event of perceiving ¢ the object which
arouses those reactions )’’. But this is not how it should be understood,
says Buddhaghosa, in a footnote - like comment in the commentary on
a passage in Anguttara Nikaya (A i 1) which gives in prose the
same idea as this verse of the Dhammapada. He says that the word
" preceded *’ ¢ pubbangama ) should mot be takea literally, i.e. in the
ssnse of ¢ belonging to earlier time ** : that would make us believe that
the event of mentally sensing an object ( mano - citta ) takes place earljer
and the rise of a mental state ( cetasika ) associated with it takes place
subsequenily, which would run couater to the well - established Theravada
potion that citta and cetasika are ¢ conjoint ** ( sampayutta ), that they
take place at one and the same instant (eka ~kkha nika ).

The Dhammapda Commentary, whose authorship has been attributed
by some to Buddhaghosa and by others to an as-yet unknown person,
follows this line of interpretation up to a point and then goes on to
describe in some detail the process beginning with the sensing of an
o-ject and ending up with the rise of a mental state like an aggressive
intention with regard to the perceived object. He does this in terms of
the well known citta —vTthi (* train of thought **) theory of the
Theravada Abhidhamma school. According to this part of the commentary,
mano ( the perceiving or the mecntal sensing ) is arousal of what the
Abhidhamma calls the bhavasiga citta i.e, the subliminal stream of
consciousness. The emotional or intentional reactions to the perceived
object {i.e., dhamma) come a few instants down the train of thought.
By bringing in this description the Dharomapada Commentary actually
muddles up its own earlier interpretation and introdices a time sequence
between perceiving and reacting. And he does not show a way to reconcile
the two apparently divergent interpretations.
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Although Buddhaghosa cautions that this verse should be interpreted
in such a way that a time lag is mnot projected between perceivirg
and reacting, he has no quarrel at all with the citta -vithi doctrine.
If any proof of this is needed one has only to read his comments on
the famous Anguttara Nikaya passage < luminous is this < citta’"
{Ai 10). He says that the juminous citta is the blavanga. Mentel
«¢ pollutants ** ( kilesa ) which vitiate it arise later in the train of
thought, at the so - called javana moment {AA { 60 ;.

It is obvious that we have a problem here. As for the bumbling
performance of the commentator of the Dhammapada, one is hardly
surprised. Having translated the whole of his techmical explanations of
the words of the Dhammapada verses2, 1 am convinced that he was
not a scholar of the class of Buddhaghosa3. But why does Buddhaghosa
take this stand, which in efiect tells us that we should not resort
to the citta--vithi doctrine in interpreting this Dhammapada verse?
Obviously, the sequential interpretation can be justfied in terms of
that doctrine. Does this not show an ambiguity and even a
contradictoriness in the Theravada position on perception and psycho-
logical reaction?

It would seem that this harks back to the controversy that existed in
the early schools of Hinayana Buddhism, especially that betwesn the
Sarvastivada and the Sautrantika schools, over the question of how
consciousness grasps the form of an external object ¢ vastu palabdhi).
The Sautrantika school took the sequeatial view and held that when, for
example, the eye (cak_sul]) and a visiple objest (rTupa) made
contact, the '¢consciousness at the eye’ (caksur-vijonanma) which
occurred as its result (phala } is mnecessarily subsequent to the instant
of contact. ( The rupa ~ksana isearlier than the (vijmana-ksana).
This was the first step that led to the depariure from realism to
idealism, since if this was correct, then consciousness will always reflect
the form of the object as it existed at the previous instant and never as it
exists contemporaneously.

But the Sarvastivada school rejected this view vehemently. It denied
that ‘¢ consciousness at the cye *’ is subsequent. It asserted that <‘eye’®
and ¢ form ** coming into contact and the rise of ¢'consciousness at
at the eye *” is a unitary phenomenon where thereis *¢ mutual co-opera-
tion at the same instant *’ (eka - ksana - paraspara - sabayya) among
these three factors.

The Theravada, which was deeply committed to maintaining the
realistic standpoint, apparently tried to accommodate something of both
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these views. It accepted the Sarvastivada position on the simultaneity of
object and its perception but gave a peculiar4 and ingenious
interpretation of such simultaneity which was apparently = designed to
accommodate the seemingly reasonable description of the sequential
nature of perception given by the Sautrantikas. The basis of this peculiar
view is that objects and consciousness operate in twe different kinds of
time: consciousness changes more rapidly than do objects such that
when consciousness has passed through seventeen instants, the objeot has
passed from the first into the second instant only. So during the single
instant of an object’s existence before changing into its next instant,
consciousness has ‘¢ time '’ not only to get an impression of its bare
form but also for the evocation of recognition and the mental states,
emotional and intentional, which come in the wake of such recognition.
Thus the bare impression (i.e., mano or citta) precedes the reeognition
and rise of mental states (¢ i. e.,, dhammas / cetasikas ) in terms of mental
time, but is contemporaneous in terms of object- time5,

Buddhaghosa has obviously rejected the sequential Interpretation at least
for this particular context. But it would seem that he might have,
more coasistently with Theravada, said that the sequential interpretation
does not mean that the rise of the mental reaction is necessarily later
than the semsing of the object to which it refers, that it is possible to
regard the two as sequentially related when viewed purely as a mental
event; but that this would not mean that the series of mental events as
a whole is subsequent to the object to which it refers.

We have no clue as to why Buddhaghosa did not take this stand
which was arguably what the old Sinhala commentary on Dh adopted,
( though there is no indication of th:s in the existing Pali commentary,
which by its own admission is basically a translation of the former). It
can be surmised though, that he might have felt that the reference to
¢« polluted mind “* in the third line would not be straight away consonant
with interpreting mano as bhavanga - citta and this would necessitate
a meedlessly lengthy disquisition in this context.

However, it would seem that Dhampiya Atuva Gatapadaya
{ DAG ), the 10th century Sinhala gloss on the Pali Dh commentary s
aware that the two interpretations are not necessarily centradictory.
(It must be remembered that DAG had the benefit of still having
the ancient Sinhala commentary before it, although ‘at some later stage in
Sri Lanka's literary history this precious document went into oblivion
and then became irretrievably lost to posterity ).
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In its gloss on the Pali commentary’s handling of the interpretation
of Dh 1, DAG offers the interesting insight that here the text switches
between what it calls the ekatva pmaya (method of unity) and nanatva
aays (method of multiplicity ). I would translate the relevant comment of
DAG as follows :

Now, having reckoned the whele thought - process along with
the unpolluted ( bbavanga ) as unpolluted by the method of unity,
he ( the author of the commentery { next) reckons it as either
reckons it as either polluted or unpolluted by the method of
multiplicity, insofar as the defilements are either conjoint with
it or disjoint. This he dees through the example which he
provides ...... (DAG 17 )8

In any case, it is obvious that the erudite author of DAG 1is not
uncomfortable with fact that the Dh commentary offers here two apparen-
tly conflicting interpretations. It would seem that, contrary to Buddhag-
hosa, he makes an effort to resolve the apparent contradiction. If this
is really so, we must conclude that DAG in this instance does not
hesitate to disregard the authority ef the mighty Buddhaghosa and that of
his illustrious successor Dhammapala (who follows the lead supplied by
the former in the Anguttara Nikaya commentary and deletes the
bhavanga - based interpretation ia his own versien of the commentary on
Dh 1 found in the commentary on the Nettippakarana?),
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1. ® Dhammapada 1 and 2 and their Commentaries *’, in Buddhist
Studies in Honour of Hammalava Saddhatissa, Univ. of Sri Jaya-
wardanapura, Nugegoda, Sri Lanka, 1984, pp. 189 - 202.
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Some Comments On Christian
Missionary Educational Activities

—_ P. Poologasingam —

When the British wrested the Dutch possessions in Sri Lanka
in the late 18th century, the VERANDAH ( THINNAI ) schools and
the GURUKULAMS of the Tamils and the primary schools established
by the Dutch in the Tamil regions were in existence for the edu-
cation of the Tamil youth. However the educational setup of the
Dutch was completely neglected during the Madras administration of
the British ( 1796 - 1798 ).

Sir Frederic North ¢ 1798 - 1805) tried to revive the Dutch Edu-
cational setup and also organise a higher educational system. Christian
David says, there ‘were 47 government schools in the Jaffoa peninsula
in 1800. However they were soon on the point of being closed due
to the reduction of funds for education in 1803, which made pay-
ments for teachers difficult. Sir Thomas Maitland tried to revive these
schools in 1810, when Rev J. D. Palm was superintendent of schools
in Jaffna?, At ths time of W. M. G. Colebrooke’s inquiries in_ 1829,
there were only four or five government schools in the Tamil areas. 2.

The primary and mixed schools of the colonial rulers concentrated
on reading, writing, arithmetic and Christianity in Tamil. The Bible
was used in reading classes in these schools. Colebrooke’s severe
criticism of the mismanagement of these schools led to their closure
in 1832, The first school commission (1834 - 1841), which failed to
function properly, established one English school and four Tumil schools
in- Jaffna.

The Central School Commission, founded In in 1841, closed down
these schools in 1842 on the pretext that they were not run properly
and established new schools in 1843. However, the Commission could
not supervise their work and left them to deteriorate.

The colonial government in Sri Lanka thereby left the Tamil people
entirely dependent om the Christian Missionaries for their education.
Despite the fact that govarnmeat schools wers mismanaged, parents
reluctant to send their childrea to Missionary schools, felt badly the
loss at this move. Arumuga Navalar’s Memorandum to Anderson clearly
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shows their feeling about this loss3. In Tamil Nadu since the govern-
ment and individual patrons took intercst in education, there was no
need to depend entirely on the Christian Missionaries for the edu-
cation of the youth. That was why Arumuga Navalar and later
Anagarika Dharmapala urged Saivites and Buddhists respectively to go
to India for education.4

During the British rule the Christian Missionaries started setting
up Tamil schools from 1816. They knew that schocls would provide
an easy ground for the conversion of the youth. The Portuguese and
Dutch buildings were available to them to start schools without much
difficulty . Unlike the other areas, the Christian Missionaries in the
Tamil areas avoided conflict among their Orders and presented a bulwalk
against local religionists. In 1850 American Missionary schools had 4000
students, Wesleyan Mission schools had more than 700 students and
Church Mission schools had studeuts in the North, the Wesleyan Mission
schools in Trincomalee and Batticaloa had more than 2000 students.5

Although the attraction of English education which created job
opportunities was chiefly responsible for the Non - Christians seeking
admission to the Missionary schools, it cannot be refuted that the new
educational system, teaching methodology and other factors contributed
to the swelling of numbers in Christian Tamil schools. Colebrooke
who had severely criticized the mansgement of government schools
has praised the activities of the Missionary schools.6

The educational system of the Missionaries was planned from primary
to higher education in stages, Their system provided the opportunity for
one student from the Primary Tamil school or Primary Boarding Tamil
School to go to the English school from which he could proceed to the
Central College or Seminary. The Missionaries also planned to train
their teachers for the schools with different standards.They also supervised
their schools very carefully. They called in their teachers every week for
inquiries and advice.

Buildings, furniture and other aids created an atmesphere which would
have besn very diffidult for Verandah ( Thinnai ) schools. The relationship
between the teacher and students was changing into ene with lesser obli-
gations. Dependence on the guru or teacher would ‘also have been mini-
mized due to school timetables. Train:d teachers would have helped in
providing better tuition. Printing press and the use of paper ushered in
many changes in the teaching methodology and made it easier.
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It was very essential to give memory training an importent place
in the old educational system. This situation started changing in
Sri Lanka in the fourth decade of the last century. Memory training was
pushed to the backyard since Missionaries started printing their school
books. Fatlier, even training of writing was a very difficult task.
Slates and paper helped to reduce the attention given to training in
writing. Another reason for it may bave been the fact that there
was no need for copying as earlier.

Wesleyan and Church Missioparies gave imporfance to FPrimary and
Secondary education. The American Missioraries alone sdded  higher
education to the above,

The American Missionaries set wp 2t Vaddukkoddai in Jaffna a Central
School 0 22nd July 1823 with the intenticn of providing higher education.
It was seccnd to Serampore College of India started in 1817, The
Vaddukkoddai Central Schoocl was variously called as Central School,
Seminary, College erd American Mission Seminary until 1846 when it was
pamed Vacdukkcddai ¢ Batticotta ) Semijnary.

The Vaddukkcddai Seminary end the Central Schkool of other Missions
included new subjects in ther curriculum. English Grammar, Labpguage,
Literature, Arithmetic, Geography, Astrology, Algebra, Geometry,
Philosophy, Logic, History, Physics and Chemistry were taught at
Vaddukkoddai for the Tamil students. Thereby the Missioraries paved
the way for broadening the scope of education for the Tamil youth.
Prose works on these subjects would have helped the students very much.

Female education was an important aspect in Missionary attempts.
Christian David seems to have said that jt was more significant to
convert one female than converting six males.? The Missionaries who came
ta convert people to their fold seem to have well understood his saying.
The American Missionaries were able to enrol only five females to
their Tellippalai school in 1818.8 In 1824 when they started the Girls’
Boarding School at Uduvil the enrolment was around 30. Wesleyan
Missionaries, who started a Girls’ School at Batticaloa in 1820, were
able to enrol only five Girls to their girls’ Boarding School started
in 1834. However, 'the Cburch Missionaries wcre faced with many
applicants in 1842.9

It should be mnoted that the Jaffna representative committee which
appeared before the Educational Sub - Committee of the Legislative Council
in 1867 did mot suppott female education.1® Arumuga Navalar’s Vannai
Saiva Prakasa Vidyasalai opened in 1848 gave admission to females only
in I872.11

17
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The educational programme of -ths Missioaaries affestzd the caste
system entreachel in the Tamil aresas. Tae Missioaaries tried to provide
education without considerations -of caste regulations.  Although they
gave in to the high casts people in soms casss, they were not afraid to
implemznt their idsas in general. Sir J. B. Teaneat refers to some
problems which croppsd up at Batticotta Seuinary in its early phase.12
Missioniries who had ‘accspted the Victorian Class stracture of England
found that caste system was an obstacle to the spread of Christianity.
K. M. De. Silva’s remarks in this regard are noteworthy.13

<« Tt is significant that practically every mention of caste in
the letters and journals of Missionaries workiag ia Ceylon at
this time was in relation to -its role as an obstacle to conversion.
To the Missionaries this was the most formidable obstacle to
the spread of Christianity and it was this aspeot of the problem
that they concentrated on. *’

The interest shown by the Christian Missionaries in the education of
the Tamil youth should be viewed in the background of their objectives.

*« The legitimate purpose of schools as mz21tionel in the reports
of this Mission is to teach Christianity and if a1y other subjects
were taught in the schools they were oaly as an instrament
to promote that great end **.

Although the above quotation from Ranjit T. Rubsrult refers only - to
the Wesleyan Mission, it applies to all the other Missions which
worked in the Tamil areas.

¢c Vaddukkoddai Seminary was clossd bscause the American
Missionaries felt that the institution had been shorn of the great
religious strength it possessed in former times and under the
force. of circumstances which wsre bayond coatrol was working
mainly for the secular advantage of Hindu Youth **.

The above quotationl® clearly shows that an institution of higher
education which did yeoman service to higher edusation was clossd down
because it didn’t help the Missionaries in conversign to the exteat they

expacted. Out of the 95 studsats of the ‘Seminary in 1855 only eleven
were Christians,
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*« No profession of Christianity is required as a prelimipary
to admission; but orce errelled as a sckolsr, tke little Hindoo
must show such an outwerd sespect for tke religion, to whose
charities he is so deeply indebted, as to lay aside for the
moment the distiguishing symbels of his own idolatry. He is
not permitted to enter with the mark of ashes on his forehead;
and every pupil whetler Leathen or converted is obliged not only
to attend public worship on the Satbath but to join in the daily
reading of the Scriptures and the study of ke first principles of
Christianity *’

The above remarks of Sir J. E. Tennent on Batticotta Seminarylé
show how the Missionaries tried to create a hristian Catmosphere in
their schools. Arumuga Navalar opened an English school at Vanparpannai
in January 1872 for the benefit of the students of Vannarpannai Wesleyan
School, better known as Kilner School, who refused to remove the holy
ashes form their forehead.

“ It would however be disingenous on his part were he to
hesitate respectfully and with deference to express his own
conviction that had the influence in the Missionary Schools
been less exacting in the renunciation of the cornscientious attach-.
ment to the religious predilection entertained by the Tamil Youths
instructed therein, the latter would have derived morally greater
advantages from the tuition imparted to them ’*

says Arumuga Navalar in his Memorandam to Sir Ceorge Willitm
Anderson.17

Although the School Commission stipulated as a condition for
School Grants that religious instruction should not be made compulsory
to students against the wishes of their parents or pguardians, the
Missionaries who managed their schools with government grants continued
to overlook this condition. The government which knew this state of
affairs continued to. give grants without any objection. Public opinion
being againist such nature of practice forced the School Commission
to take stern action. As a result the American Missioparies  in 1855
and Church Missionaries in 1862 gave up government grants and started
functioning with thclr resources. The Wesleyan Missionaries and Catholic
Missionaries accepted the dccmon of the School Commission by giving
up insistence of religious 'instruction and ‘continued to obtain govern-
ment grants.
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The Missionaries started the habit of teaching selections from Tamil
literture. C. W. Thamotharampillai has criticised thse above system of
teaching Tamil literture.18 The reason for such seolections was that
many parts of Tamil literary works ware higily objsctionable to them,

¢ All literature not produced by the Mission was forbidden
in the schools. In 1865 the following minute was passed at
the District meeting : **To prevent the introduction of heathen
books into our schools, a printed circular shall bs sent to
every school master or school mistrass informiag than that if
any such work is fouad in their schools they shall bz instaatly
dismissed and deslared ineligible for re - employment ...... but in
order that the children shall not be prevented from reading
what their parents regard as classics of the langiage, a sclection
for the use of our schools shall bs made from the works of
the native authors from which all passages shall be expunged
that are contrary to morality or otherwise objectionable *’

The above Wesleyan Missionary viewsl® clearly show that the
Missionaries started making selections to preveat poems referring to
other religious views being studied in their schools, Their selections
were basically dependent on religious considerations. In a literature
very much dependent on religion the selections were forced to be on
didactic themes. They missed or skipped the main sections of the
Tamil literature.

Education was only a cause not result for the Missionaries. Christian
religious education occupied the pride of place in their curriculum, It
occupied a sigaificant place not oaly in reading or dictation bat also
in Geography, History, Astrology etc,

The Missionaries wanted to have education as their sole prerozative.
They were not prepared to psrmit Non - Christian education in their
surropndings.

*«The British goverament both in theory and practice did regard the
Christian element as contained in the revelation of God as of primary
and indispensable importance in every education whsther for natives or
Europeans ** is the gist of ths polenics wiich came out of the Christian
press when Arumuga Navalar applied for a granf for his scho’l.20 Ia
his reply to the Educational Sub -Committee of the Legislative Council
in 1867, Rev. Spaulding remarked.21
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¢ I understand that the Jaffna Saivites claim for a govern-
ment College where Heathenism with all it’s abominations
may be patronised by government. Such a step would prove
positively that Victoria is not only a defender of our Faith
but a defender, promoter and patroness of Saivism **

The Missionaries with such attitudes established schools in the
central spots of Tamil areas and saw to it that others who attempted to
do the same never got aid from the government to run their schools.
Arumuga Navalar who established his Vannai Saiva Prakasa Vidyasalai
in 1848 amidst the opposition of Christian Missionaries was able to
obtain government grant only in 1870 and that too after making the
Christian Bible an English text book in his school,

Reappraisal of Christian activities in the predominantly Saivite atmos-
phere should take into consideration the pros and coms of their
Missionary enterprise, before gloating over their contribution or condem-
ning their motives. However, one should not overlook the obstacles
faced by the Non - Christians to educate their youth in their religious
‘background.
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