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Our Sinna Maami

Maami, A great aunt to love and cherish
Loving, Caring, Kindness is what defines her.
Her beauty her radiance and truth foretell
Her kind and lovable manner affable to one and all
Made us happy stable united and glad.
We loved her and held her in esteem with the hope of
having her to ourselves
And then a brief illness departed her.
Maami lived a good life and departed this world with fame
and honor.
We will forever be thankful and our love for her only grows
more with each day that passes.
Sinna maami is in our minds forever apart of us even
though we are apart,
She will forever remain in our heart.
God has her in his keeping. We have her in our heart.
May her soul Rest In Peace.

Late brother Subramaniam's family
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“KOVIL PAATTY”

First, we would like to thank you for giving us this opportunity
to write about this wonderful lady “Kovil Paatty”

She is our grandfather's sister and our amma and mama are
very fond of her. Although we had not had the chance meet our

grand father, we saw him in “Kovil Paatty”.

We called her Kovil Paatty because she was a frequent visitor of
“Ilanthai Vana Pillayar Kovil and when we were young children
she used to give us prasatham and monetary gifts during the
festive season.

Although she moved to Canada she still regularly contacted
our family. Our amma and mama have a very special place for
Kovil Paatty in their hearts.

When we went to Canada in August 2011, fortunately we had
the opportunity to see her again and spend some time with her.
During that time we were so impressed with the way she
presented her selfat the age 0of90 and handled her last illness.

She was so kind, caring and showered us with love and
compassion. When we left her house after that visit, all we could
remember was her happy smiling face.

We pray the almighty God to give her family the courage and
strength needed to copewith her loss.

“May her soul rest in Peace”

Om Shanthi Shanthi, Shanthi!
Sincerely,
Late Brother Arumugam’s family
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Our Sweet Apamma

Appama you have raised us so well, where have you gone? We
have been drenched in tears after hearing about your death.
You frequently praise us as your oldest, loving
granddaughters. We still remember when you gave us milk
every morning and sang lullabies every night as growing
youngsters. After our father's death, we were in despair
because we didn't see you after the tragedy and we remember
how deeply saddened you were by it. However, our hearts are
with you at all times. We would always come to you in the
middle of the night when we were unable to fall asleep and
your soothing affection and lullabies would constantly help
us. Your passing has been a great impact on us emotionally as
you have been a great person to every single family member.
We hope that you rest in peace, grateful for what you have
experienced and proud of what you have brought into this
world.

Love,
Tharshika Murugathas (UK)
Nanthuja Murugathas (Aus)
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APAMMA IS ALWAYS WITH US.

On November 17th, 2011, just three months shy of her 91st
birthday, our Apamma passed away. Grandmothers are considered to
be your second mother. Fortunately for us, as her grandchildren, that
position did not require her to be a disciplinarian, Perhaps, this is the
reason why grandparents are so loved. Grandchildren get all of the
love and support without any of the worry that they might get chili
rubbed in their eyes like she threatened to do to their parents.

As the eldest set of her grandchildren, we have been
fortunate to have gotten to spend the most amount of time with
Apamma. She was smart, brave, inspiring, and witty and had no
problems saying what was on her mind. As a kids Apamma had a way
of making us feel loved and always seemed to have a kind word of
encouragement when we needed it most. She encouraged us to
succeed in life, whatever path we choseand spoiled us rotten.

Apamma was a woman with courage and it was not until we
got older and had experienced a bit of life's little dramas that we
began to realize this. Over 16 years ago, Apamma sacrificed
everything she had ever known to move to a place she knew only from
stories, to start a new life. She made this move to be closer to the
family she loved so dearly. She moved across the world to a country
and culture that was completely foreign. Never mind the snow which
was always a heated topicfor her.

She was obviously very passionate about her family. She had
five children and ten grandchildren. She loved seeing everyone
together and enjoyed quality time with each of her grandkids. Our
fondest memories of her are the countless tales she told of her past.
The funniest ones had always been of our parents, aunts and uncles.
Shewould take such pleasure in recalling their childhood.

Her life experiences truly made her a pillar of strength, even
at her age. Words seem to be an inadequate way to explain how much
we will miss our grandmother. The only words we can find that
accurately express how we all feel are; Apamma we will always love
you.

Dr. Lavanya. B
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OUR APAMMA

In 1994 Apamma came to Canada, leaving behind her
daughter, two grandchildren and life in Srilanka. As children we
were just excited to have a grandmother in Canada to share our life
with, however as we got older we realized her courage. She was
brave to move across the world to a country and culture that was
completely foreign. We doubt she could have predicted that she
would have seen snow in her lifetime. We looked forward to road
trips to Ottawa to visit her and our Aunt in the summer. She made
the most delicious rice and fish curry that would make our mouths
water in anticipation. Apamma had the ability to make plain rice
taste wonderful.

Family was her passion and raison d'étre. She had five
children and ten grandchildren. She loved each person of the
family wholly and unconditionally. Although there were minor
agreements and disagreements throughout the years, we move on.
Our mother told us stories of how Apamma would prepare meals
for our parents when they returned from school and malke sure
they ate first before eating her meal. This is one example of her
overall kindness and willingness to put her family first and
foremost. We will never forget the memories she shared with us or
how she made us laugh when she told stories about our parents
when they were young.

Lavanya, Saranya, Elilan, Mayuran
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OUR AMMAMA

After spending most of my life living with ammama
for twelve years, we have gained a lot of experience from her.
It all started when I was about four years old. My parents had
gone out to go visit another relative's house, which left me
and Ammama alone. I remember that she was cooking in the
kitchen and I was in the family room watching TV. There was
amovie that I wanted to watch but the video cassette wason a
shelf above the TV, too high from reach. So I climbed on top
of the television but it had, unfortunately, fallen on me.
Ammama came running into the family room as soon as she
heard the suspicious crash. Usually, a frail, old woman like
Ammama would tend to call someone else for help to be in
assistance for a situation like this. But she proved me wrong,.
Ammama helped me push off the TV and together we did
manage to raise the TV to allow me to squirm off. Ammama
clearly showed how much she cares for her grandsons by
risking her own safety for me at the moment.

This was only the beginning of our bond. Ammama
was like one of my close friends. She would always have my
back in anything. I remember coming home with a lower
than usual mark one day and I was worried because of what
my parents would do. I had to get a signature and who else
would I go to of assistance than my very own Ammama. So
she signed the test for me and clueless Ammama asked what
does number two mean. I told her that meant I was second in
the class, so she told me to bring back a one next time.

Ammama was also renowned as the 'sugar momma'.
Whenever my cousins would visit Ammama, she'd always
have sweets ready. Along with my little brother who always
use to nag her about treats. These ranged from starbursts to
cookies. Ammama would always put a smile on someone's
face. She saved candy as if it were gold. She kept them in her
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little, empty Nestamol can banks. My brother always use to
search her whole room when she wasn't there, looking for
these Nestamol cans.

Experiencing so many ups and downs in life,
Ammama was always there to help me and my brother out.
From the TV incident as a kid to the amount of candies
received, we have become very fond of her. Like the tangles in a
rope that symbolize the memories we have had with ammama,
it'll be hard to knot them out and acknowledge that the other

piece of rope is gone- my ammama.

The day before she passed away, I was on the phone
with her. She asked me what [ was doing and I replied saying I
was watching TV. There was a pause of silence and I knew that
my grandma was looking for something else. So I added how I
just finished studying and I was watching TV for a break. She
told me not to watch TV and study hard. As the strength of her
voice started to deteriorate, she finally emphasized one
sentence at last. She told me to become successful in life. Asa
loving, respectful grandson, I promised to achieve that goal
for the sake of my grandmother and for the grateful life T will
have, which will surely satisfy my ammama.

Your loving grandsons, Ajanan and Gartikan
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BELOVED APPAMA

It's said that “When someone you love becomes a
memory, the memorybecomes a treasure.” Our appama is
and always will be our treasure.She was kind and
considerate and patient, embodying all the qualities every
grandchild would love to have in a grandmother. She lived
an amazing life and throughout, she never regretted a single
day of it. Through the years we had spent with our appama
we had some of the best experiences of our lives.

Born in 1921, she was one of the healthiest people
we knew. She lived with us for almost 4 years, and to many it
wouldn't seem like a lot. But in those four years she taught
us so much, things we would continue to live by for the rest
of our lives. From learning how to write Tamil to making
curry for the family, she merely made our lives a lot simpler
than it had been before. For these reasons, we could never
forget the memories we had with her. Seeing her watch
Kalyani on TV, reading the newspaper every morning are
justa few of what we will be missing, including the times she
cared for us when we feared that others might not, the times
she gave us treats when we felt we hadn't deserved them and
more importantly, the times she gave us money for spending
when our birthdays came. Appama was also a very
unpredictable cook and she always gave our mom a little
constructive criticism when it came to her cooking as well.
Little by little, she performed the tasks that looked to be the
task of someone a lot younger. However, she never
complained and she most definitely never gave her children
ahard time.

We've heard that “You never appreciate something
till it's gone.” This quote illustrates how human nature takes
things for granted and in some ways, it illustrates us in the
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same way. Appama was here for us when no one else was and now
we cannot say we have that anymore. A few days before her
passing, we had gone to the hospital to see her. We had known
that her death was fast approaching, but we hadn't realized how
much pain it would cause us to lose someone as gratifying as her.
For this, she will truly be missed and the goals we set for our
futures will beaccomplished for the satisfaction of our appama.

Your beloved grandchildren,
Biravee and Viththeagan
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